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PEEFATORY NOTE TO THIS EDITION. 

The text of this edition, though carefully revised, has been 
little changed, with the exception of some additions, amounting 
probably to less than ten pages. In the first chapter Cnossus 
assumes the prominence to which we have just learned her 
title. The discoveries of Mr. Evans on the hill of Minos within 
the last two years have fulfilled, sooner and more fully than 
one could have dared to hope, the anticipation which I expressed 
in the Preface (February 1900). New discoveries may be 
looked for in the near future at other prehistoric sites in Crete, 
possibly a bilingual inscription may be found, and we must be 
prepared to modify or transform our view of the • heroic age 
year by year. The revolutionary theory put forward in 
Professor Pddgeway’s important work on the Uarly Age of 
Gheece exhibits the possibilities of the subject. 

The other chief additions are a fuller account of the 
diplomatic transactions between the Peace of Nicias and the 
first battle of Mantinea, a short biographical notice of 
Herodotus, and a clearer statement regarding the character of 
Thucydides as a historian. 

Besides these larger additions, various small changes for the 
better have been introduced, and some new points have been 
added. Thus by the insertion of a line it has been indicated 
that the Athenian cavalry played an important part at the 
battle of Tanagra, a fact unknown until the true interpretation 
of an inscription was recently discovered by Dr. A. Wilhelm, 
whose knowledge of Attic stones is unsurpassed. 
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: The existence of valuable handbooks/ witliiia the. reach of 

all, on constitutional antiquities has enabled me, in tracing 
the development of the Athenian state or touching on the 
institutions of other cities, to omit minor details. The reader 
must also seek elsewhere for the sagas of Hellas, for a 
geographical description of the country, for the topograpliy of 
Athens. On the topography of Athens, and on tlie geography 
of Greece, he will find excellent works to his hand. 

There are two cautions which I must convey, to the 
reader, and it will be most convenient to state them here. 
The first concerns the prehistoric age, which is the subject of 
the first chapter of this work. The evidence gathered by, the, 
researches of archaeologists on the coasts and islands of the 
Aegean during the last twenty years, as to the civilisation of 
2 :)rehistoric Greece, brought historians face to face with a set 
of new problems, for which no solutions that can 1:)e regarded 
as certain have yet been discovered. The ablest investigators 
differ widely in their views. Fresh evidence may at any 
hour upset tentative conclusions and force us to seek new 
interpretations of the data. The excavations which are now 
to be undertaken in Crete, at last restored to its own Greek 
world, may lead to unexpected results that may transform 
the whole question. Thus prehistoric Greece cannot be 
treated satisfactorily except by the method of discussion, and 
in a work like this, since discussion lies outside its scope, a 
writer can only describe the main features of the culture 
which excavation has revealed, and state with implied reserve 
the chief general conclusions, which he considers probable, 
as to the correlation of the archaeological . evidence with the 
literary traditions of the Greeks. He must leave much 
vague and indefinite. The difiiciilty of the j)ro1:)lems is in- 
creased by the circumstance that the literary evidence con- 
cerning the doings and goings of the early Greek folks is 
largely embedded in myth and harder to extract from its 
bed than buried walls or tombs from their coverings of 
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earth. The importance of the pre- Greek inhabitants of 
Greece, the mixed ethnical character of the historical Greeks, 
the comparatively early date of the “ Ionian migration, the 
eontinnity of Aegean civilisation, the relation of the so-called 
^'Mycenaean’' culture to the culture described by Homer, — - 
these are the main points which I have been content to 
emphasised 

The second caution applies to all histories of Greece that 
have been written since the days of Ephorus. The early 
portion of Greek history, which corresponds to the seventh 
and sixth centuries b.c., is inevitably distorted and placed in 
a false perspective through the strange limitations of our 
knowledge. For at that time (as well as in the centuries 
immediately preceding, wdiich are almost quite withdrawn 
from our vision) the cities of the western coast of Asia Minor 
formed the most important and enlightened part of the 
Hellenic world, and of those cities in the days of their great- 
ness we have only some disconnected glimpses. Our know- 
ledge of them hardly begins till Persia advances to tlie 
Aegean and they sink to a lower place in Greece. Thus the 
pages in which the Greeks of Asia should have the supreme 
place are monopolised by the development of elder Greece ; 
and the false impression is produced that the history of Hellas 
in the seventh and sixth centuries consisted merely or mainly 
of the histories of Sparta and Athens and their immediate 
neighbours. Darkness also envelops the growth of the young 
Greek communities of Italy and Sicily during the same period. 
The wrong, unfortunately, cannot be righted by a recognition 
of it. Athens and Sparta and their fellows abide in possession. 
Zes dbs&Ms ont toiijours tort. 

In the Kotes and Eeferences at the end of the volume I 
have indicated obligations to modern research on special points. 
Here I must acknowledge my more general obligations to the 

^ It has been a disappointment to me that Professor Ridgeway’s promised work 
on the Mycenaean ” age has not yet appeared. 
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histories of Grote, Freeman {History of Sicily), Biisolt, Belocii^ 
E. Meyer (Geschichte des AUerttmw), and Droysem Tlioiigli 
other histories of high reputation, both English and foreign, 
have been respectfully consulted, it is to those mentioned that 
I' am chiefly indebted. But I owe perhaps a deeper debt to 
the writings of one who, though he has never written a formal 
history of Greece, has made countless invaluable contributions 
to its study — Professor U. von Wilamowitz-Mblleiidorfl; With 
some of his conclusions I do not agree, but I wmiild express 
here deep sympathy with his methods and adiiiiration for the 
stimulating virtue of his writings. 

Several friends have been good enough to help me. The 
book has had the advantage of the criticisms of a master of 
the subject, Mr. Mahaffy, who most kindly read tliroiigli the 
proof-sheets. The first chapter is enriched by a small map of 
the Mycenaean ’’ sites of Crete, marked for me by Sir. J. L. 
Myres, Mr. Cecil Smith assisted me in the iiiatter of illustra- 
tions taken from antiquities in the British Miiseuni; and 
Professor Percy Gardner superintended tlie prepai'atioii of 
some photographs from busts in tlie Oxford Galleries. 

All the plans and many of the maps (including Bactria 
and ISTorth- Western India) were roughly sketched by myself 
and then properly drawn by the skilful chartograpliers Messrs. 
Walker and Boutaii. In the case of a plan or map that is 
not current, I have stated in the List of Illustrations to what 
work I am indebted. Nearly ail the reproductions of coins 
are from coins in the British Museum. 

My obligations t,o Messrs. E. and E. Clark *will be under- 
stood by those who have had the good fortune to have had 
works printed at their press. 


J. B. BUEY. 
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INTEODUOTOEY 

GEEECE AND THE AEGEAN 

The rivers and valleys, the mountains, bays, and islands of 
Greece will become familiar, as our story unfolds itself, and 
we need not enter here into any minute description. But it 
is useful at the very outset to grasp some general features 
which went to make the history of the Greeks what it was, 
and what otherwise it could not have been. The character of 
their history is so intimately connected with the character of 
their dwelling-places that we cannot conceive it apart from 
their land and seas. 

Of Spain, Italy, and Illyricum, the three massy promontories The 
of which southern Europe consists, Illyricum in the east would 
have closely resembled Spain in the west, if it had stopped short 
at the north of Thessaly and if its offshoot Greece had been 
sunk beneath the waters. It would then have been no more 
than a huge block of solid land, at one corner almost 
touching the shores of Asia, as Spain almost touches the shores 
of Africa. But Greece, its southern continuation, has totally 
difierent natural features, which distinguish it alike from Spain 
the solid square and Italy the solid wedge, and make the 
eastern basin of the Mediterranean strikingly unlike the 
western. Greece gives the impression of a group of nesses (Jharacter 
and islands. Yet in truth it might have been as solid and ’ 

unl^roken a l^lock of continent, on its own smaller scale, as the 
massive promontory from which it juts. Greece may be 
described as a mountainous headland broken across the middle the Gulf <]f 
into two parts by a huge rift, and with its whole eastern side 
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split into fragments. We can trace tlie ribs ol the fri'tinework, 
which a convulsion of nature bent and shivered, rlie >ei‘\’]ee, 
ike mmm- 2^ it turned out, of the human race. The inoiiiitairis Vv’liieli 
tawiTibs; Thessalj’s eastern barrier, Olympus, Ossa,, and l‘elion : 

the mountains of the long island of Euboea: and the striii.g 
of islands wdiich seem to hang to Euboea as a seal; tail, 
should have formed a perpetual mouiitaiiious eliaiii — iiie maky 
eastern coast of a solid promontory. Again, the ihiges nf 
Pindus which divide Thessaly from Epirus tind liahr pirn 
loiigatioii in the heights of Tymplirestiis and Corax. and 
then, in an oblique south-eastward line, cleiiected frum its 
natural direction, the chain is continued in Parnassus. Helietan 
and Cithaeroii, in the hills of Attica, and in tlie islands vddeli 
would be part of Attica, if Attica had not dipped beneath tlie 
waters. In the same way the moiiiitaiiis of the Pelopoiiiiesiis 
imaginmy are a coiitiiiuation of the mountains of Epirus. Thus restoring 
'nmisimc- ^ framework in our imagination and raising tlie drv-laml 
from tlie sea, we reconstruct, as the Grieeee that might Irave 
been, a lozenge of land, ribbed with chains of hills stretehirig 
south-eastward far out into the Aegean. If nature laul giAvui 
the Greeks a land like this, their history would liave been 
entirely changed ; and by imagining it we are lielped to niiiler- 
stand how much they owed to the accidents of nature. In a 
land of capes and 'deep bays and islands it was , determined that 
waterways should be the ways of their expansion. Tliey were 
driven as it were into the arms of the sea. 

/.V- The most striking feature of continental Greece is the deep 

which has cleft it asunder into two parts. The soiitliern 
pinvAL lialf ought to have been an island — as its Greek name, “the 
L ^Thc "" * island of Pelops,” suggests — but it holds on to the continent 
^ narrow bridge of land at the eastern extremity of tlie 
CoHuth). great cleft. Xow this physical feature has the utmost signi- 
heanee for the history of Greece ; and its significance may l>e 
viewed in three ways, if we consider the existence cjf tlie 
dividing gulf, the existence of the isthmus, and the fact rliat 
the isthmus was at the eastern and not at tlie ■western end. 
1. The double eJBfect of the gulf itself is clear at once. It ler 
the sea in upon a number of folks who ^vould otherwise liave 
been inland mountaineers, and increased enormously the length 
of the seaboard of Greece. Further, the gulf constituted 
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southern Greece a world by itself; so that it could be re- 
garded as a separate land from northern Greece— an island 
practically, with its own insular interests. 2, But if the 
island of Pelops had been in very truth an island, if there 
had been no isthmus, there would have been from the earliest 
ages direct and constant intercourse between the coasts which 
are washed by the Aegean and those which are washed by the 
Ionian Sea. The eastern and western lands of Greece would 
have been brought nearer to one another, when the ships of 
trader or warrior, instead of tediously circumnavigating the 
Peloponnesus, could sail from the eastern to the western sea 
through the middle of Greece. The disaj>pearance of the 
isthmus would have revolutionised the roads of traffic and 
changed the centres of commerce ; and the wars of Grecian 
history would have been fought out on other lines. How im- 
portant the isthmus was may perhaps be best illustrated by a 
modern instance on a far mightier scale. Eeniove the bridge 
which joins the southern to the northern continent of America, 
and contemplate the changes which ensue in the routes of 
trade and in the conditions of naval warfare in the great 
oceans of the globe. 3. Again, if the bridge which attached 
the Peloponnesus to the mainland had been at the western 
end of the gulf, the lands along either shore of the inlet would 
have been accessible easily, and sooner, to the commerce of 
the Aegean and the Orient ; the civilisation of north-western 
Greece might have been more rapid and intense ; and. the 
history of Boeotia and Attica, unhoolved from the Peloponnesus, 
would have run a different course. 

The character of the Aegean basin was another determin- //. The 
ing condition of the history of the Greeks. Strewn with 
eoiintless islands it seems meant to promote the intercourse 
of folk with folk. The Cyclades, which, as we have seen, 
belong properly to the framework of the Greek continent, pass 
imperceptibly into the isles which the Asiatic coast throws 
out, and there is formed a sort of island bridge, inviting ships 
to pass from Greece to Asia. The western coast of Lesser Asia 
belongs, in truth, more naturally to Europe than to its own 
continent ; it soon became part of the Greek world; and the 
Aegean might be considered then as the true centre of Greece. 

The west side of Greece too was well furnished with good The west. 
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harbours, and though not as rich in bays and islands as the 
east, was a favourable scene for the development of trade and 
, civilisation. It was no long voyage' from Corcyra to the heel 
of Italy, and the inhabitants of western Greece had a whole 
world open to their enterprise. But that world was barbarous 
in early times and had no civilising gifts to offer; wliereas 
the peoples of the eastern seaboard looked towards Asia and 
■were drawn into contact wdth the immemorial civilisations of 
the Orient. The backward condition of western as contrasted 
with eastern Greece in early ages did not depend on the con- 
formation of the coast, but on the fact that it faced away from 
Asia ; and in later days we find the Ionian Sea a busy scene 
of commerce and lined with prosperous communities which are 
fully abreast of Greek civilisation. 

. The northern coast of Africa, confronting and challeiiging 

the three peninsulas of the Mediterranean, has played a re- 
markable part in the history of southern Europe. From the 
Z(md^‘ earliest times it has been historically associated with Europe, 
story of geology illustrates the fitness of this con- 
terrcmecm nexion. Western Europe and northern Africa "were once in 
'pitM&m wdien the northern regions of the Sahara 

period : Deseit WGie Watered and inhabitable, united together by 

^mknitar: bridges of continuous land; and this ancient continent, 
(2) which we might call Europe -Libya, was perhaps inhabited 
TmiZ' by peoples of a homogeneous race, who were severed from one 
another when the ocean was let in and the Mediterranean 
assumed its present shape. Sicily, a remnant of the old land- 
bridge, has always been for Italy a step to, or a step from, 
Africa ; while Spain needs no island to bridge her strait. 
Crete. And although there appears to have been no eastern bridge 
connecting the Greek peninsula and Crete with the Libyan 
coast, yet Crete seemed marked out to be a stepping-stone for 
Greece, as Sicily -was for Italy. In prehistoric ages there was 
a lively intercourse between the Aegean and Libya, and Crete 
served this purpose ; but in historic times the eastern penin- 
sula was not drawn by the same necessity, as the two western, 
into contact with the opposite continent. It should be noticed 
that in the prehistoric intercourse of Crete and the Aegean 
with Libya, the African coast was fulfilling the same r61e 
which we see it play in the full light of history. It has 
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always been a road by wbicli peoples of Asia crept westward 
to confer their civilisation, or impose their yoke, upon peoples 
of Europe. There is no doubt that the historical Egyptians 
had entered Egypt from the Eed Sea; it is possible that they 
came from Babylonia; and thus even in the fourth and the 
third millenniums, when ships plied between Egypt and Crete, 
northern Africa was already performing her office of bringing 
Asia to Europe. 

Greece is a land of mountains and small valleys ; it has iv. Greece 
few plains of even moderate size and no considerable rivers. 

It is therefore well adapted to be a country of separate com- 
munities, each protected against its neighbours by hilly barrim'S ; 
and the history of the Greeks, a story of small independent 
states, could not have been wrought out in a land of dissimilar 
formation. The political history of all countries is in some 
measure under the influence of geography ; but in Greece 
geography made itself pre-eminently felt, and fought along 
with other forces against the accomplishment of national unity. 

The islands formed states by themselves, but, as seas, while 
like momitains they sever, may also, unlike mountains, unite, 
it was less difficult to form a sea than a land empire. In the 
same way, the hills prevented the development of a brisk land 
traffic, while, as we have seen, the broken character of the 
coast and the multitude of islands facilitated intercourse by 
water. 

There is no barrier to break the winds which sweep over ciirmte 
the Euxine from the Asiatic continent to-wards the Greek 
shores and render Thrace a chilly land. Hence the Greek 
climate has a certain severity and bracing quality, which pro- 
moted the vigour and energy of the people. Again, Greece is 
by no means a rich and fruitful country. It has few well- 
watered plains of large size; the cultivated valleys do not 
yield the due crop to be expected from the area; the soil is 
good for barley but not rich enough for wdieat to gi'ow freely. 

Thus the tillers of the earth had hard work. And the nature 
of the land had consequences which tended to promote mari- 
time enterprise. On one hand, richer lands beyond the seas 
attracted the adventurous, especially when the growth of 
the population began to press on the means of support. 

On the other hand, it ultimately became necessary to 
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siipplement home-grown corn by wheat imported from 
abroad. But if Denieter denied her highest favours, the vine 
and the olive grew abundantly in most parts of the country, 
and their cultivation was one of the chief features of ancient 
Greece. 


CHAPTEE I 


THE BEGINNINGS OF GEEECE AND THE HEHOIC AGE 


It is ill the lands of Thessaly and Epirus that we first dimly 
descry the Greeks busy at the task for which destiny had 
chosen, them, of creating and shaping the thought and civilisa- 
tion of Europe. The oak wood of Dodona in Epirus is the 
earliest sanctuary, whereof we have any knowledge, of their 
supreme god, Zeus, the dweller of the sky. Thessaly has asso- 
ciations which still appeal intimately to men of European 
birth. The first Greek settlers in Thessaly were the Achaeans ; 
and in the plain of Argos, and in the mountains wdiich gird it 
about, they iashioned legends which were to sink deeply into 
the imagination of Europe. Here they peopled Olympus, 
under whose shadow they dwelled, wdth divine inhabitants, so 
that it has become for ever the heavenly hill in the tongues of 
men. And here their bards must have sung hexameter lays ; 
thongli that marvellous metre was not brought to perfection 
till folk and legends had passed eastward overseas to another 
land. The invention of the hexameter was one of the most 
brilliant strokes of Greek genius. Perhaps it was invented by 
the Achaeans ; no other people at least has so good a claim. ' 
We may be sure that hexameter lays were sung in the halls of 
the lords of northern Argos, and it is from minstrels who sang 
at the banquets of their descendants in a new home that we 
gain oiir earliest picture of those ancient Aryan institutions 
which are common to the Greeks and ourselves. 

The history of the Greeks should begin with a picture of 
the life of these first conquerors of northern Greece. We 
would fain see them at work as they forged the legends, and 
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Blade the songs, which became the groundwork of the national 
.religion and national literature of their race. We would fain 
go hack .still further and visit them in their older, iinknowii 
and forgotten home among the iiioiin tains of Illvria. B.ut 
these chapters of the story are lost; we can only guess,. at- 
them from the results. On the other hand, 'we know that 
when the Greek conquerors came down to the coasts of tli.e 
ilegean they found a material civilisation more advanced than 
their owni ; and it has so chanced that we kiiow' more of this 
civilisation than we know of the conquerors before they came 
under its influence. 


Sect. 1. Early Aegean Civilisation (3rd millennium b.c.) 


Ill Greece, as in the other two great peninsulas of the 
Mediterranean, we find, before the invader of Aryan speech 
entered in and took -possession, a white folk not speaking an 
Aryan tongue. Corresponding to the Iberians in Spain and 
Gaul, to the Ligurians in Italy, we find in Greece a race which 
was also spread over the islands of the Aegean and along the 
coast of Asia Minor. The men of this primeval race gave to 
many a hill and rock the name which wars to abide witli it for 
ever. Corinth and Tiryns, Parnassus and Olympus, Arne and 
Larisa, are names which the Greeks received from the peoples 
whom they dispossessed. But this ikegean race, as we may 
call it for want of a common name, had developed, before the 
coming of the Greek, a civilisation of which we have only very 
lately come to know. This civilisation went hand in hand 
with an active trade, which in the third millennium vSpread its 
influence far beyond the borders of the Aegean, as far at least 
as the Danube and the Nile, and received in return gifts from 
all quarters of the world. Ivory came from the south, copper 
from the east, silver and tin from the far west, amber from the 
regions of the north. The Aegean peoxiles therefore plied a 
busy trade by sea, and their maritime intercourse with the 
African continent can be traced back to even earlier times, 
since at the very beginning of Egyiitian history we find in 
Egypt obsidian, which can have come only from the Aegean 
isles. The most notable remains of this civilisation have been 
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found at Troy, in the little island of Amorgos, and in the great 
island of Creted 

At the time when the kings of the Twelfth Dynasty were Creu [\Wi 
reigning in Egypt, Crete was a land of flourishing communities 
and was about to become, if it had not already become, a con- 2778-2565 

^ •‘SO?) 

siderable sea power. It was now fulfilling, more fully than it 
was to fulfil in future ages, the role which geography might 
seem to have imposed upon it, of forming a link between 
eastern Europe and the African continent. The intercourse of 
Crete with Libya was more than a mere interchange of wares, 
or the goings and comings of merchants. It would seem that 
men from Crete made settlements on the African coast, and 
that men from Libya took up their abode in the Aegean island. 

The Libj^aiis and Cretans may have been bound together by a 
remote brotherhood of race, whereof neither could be conscious ; 
at all events, wherever the Libyans settled they were soon 
amalgamated and became one race w’ith the native Cretans. 

But there seems to have been an inflow of settlers from the pivrygimi^ 
north as well as from the south. The Phrygians, a race of 
Aryan speech, which had planted itself in the south-eastern 
corner of Europe along with their brethren the Thracians, were 
already passing across the Hellespont into the north-western 
corner of Asia. And some of them seem to have ventured 
still farther south. They ventured to Crete ; it is possible 
that they ventured to Greece, and perhaps to Africa. In 
Crete they left memorials of their settlement by such local 
names as Ida and Pergamon ; but they too, like the Libyans, 
seem to have amalgamated wdtli the natives. Thus by the 
beginning of the second millennium Crete was already an 
island of mixed jDopulation. Phrygian and Libyan elements 
were blended with the original Cretan stock; only in the 
eastern corner there was no mixture, and the pure-blooded Mcccntes. 
natives of this region were distinguished in later times as the 
True Cretans.^ 

^ Also in Melos, Siphnos, and otlier islands ; at Tiryns ; at Athens ; and else- 
where. It has been supposed that Amorgos and other Aegean islands were at 
this time inhabited by licleges, a people %vho in historical times dwelled in the 
M3mdian peninsula of Caria (see below, x:)p. 32 and 47). The reason is (besides 
tradition) that we find in historical Lelegia box-like tombs (“cist-graves ”) which 
resemble the graves of Amorgos. 

They preserved their old language till historical times. See below, p. 145. 
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It is probable that Cnossus was one of the strongest and 
richest settlements in Crete towards the close of the third 
millennium. Cnossus, situated about four iiiiles inland from 
the Korthern Sea, had been, since days far more ancient, the 
abode of men ; the hill, on which the royal palace was built, 
was , eminently suited for a fastness. The remains of this 
house, which in subsequent ages was transformed into a 
grander and more luxurious palace, have recently been dug out 
of the earth ; and its stones, on which the emblem of a double 
axe is inscribed, declare that the kings who dwelled therein 
four thousand years ago were devoted to the worship of the 
great deity whose symbol was the double axe or lalrys, and 
who was also revered in the south-western corner of Asia 
Minor. It was from this god of the labrys that the Labyrinth 
of Cretan legend derived its name : and indeed it seems well- 
nigh certain that this palace of the double axe on the hill of 
Cnossus was the original Labyrinth, afterwards converted by 
myth into the Daedalean maze which sheltered the Minotaur, 
Below the hill, under the protection of this royal and divine 
abode, the common folk dwelled, and remains of their houses 
have been discovered. 

Chance has preserved one precious ]3ioce of evidence which 
helps to determine the period at wliich the Cnossian palace 
was inhabited. It is a fragment of an Egyptian figure wrought 
in diorite stone, and bearing hieroglyphic inscriptions. Those 
who are skilled in the development of Egyptian art hold that 
this monument cannot be later than 2000 B.c. It is of 
high historical value as a proof of the intercourse of Crete 
with Egypt. 

In the same period, at the other extremity of the Aegean, 
near the southern shore of the Hellespont, a great city 
flourished on the hill of Troy. It was not the first city that 
had been reared on that illustrious hill, which rises to the 
height of about 160 feet, not far from the banks of the 
Scamander. The earliest settlement, fortified by a rude wall* 
of imwronght stone, can still be traced; and some of its 
primitive earth ware and stone implements have Been found. 
An axe-head of white nephrite has been supposed to show that 
in those remote days there was a line of traffic, however slow 
and uncertain, between China and the Mediterranean ; for this. 
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white jade has been found only in China. On the ruins of ^ 
this primeval city arose a great fortress, girt with a wall of 
sun-baked bricky built on strong stone foundations. There 
were three gates, and the angles of the walls were protected 
by towers. The inhabitants of this city lived in the stone and 
copper age ; bronze was still a rarity. Their pottery was 
chiefly hand-made. The art of the goldsmith had advanced 
far, if a treasure of golden ornaments really belongs to this 
settlement, as would seem to be the case from the place of its 
discovery, and was native work. But the most important 
point to be noted is the outline of the palace in this ancient 
city. Here at the very outset of Aegean civilisation we 
the general plan of the main part of the house exactly the 
same as that which is described, perhaps fifteen hundred years 
later, in the poems of Homer. From an outer gate we ])ass 
through a courtyard, in which an altar stood, into a sq[uare 
preliminary chamber ; and from it we enter the great hall, in 
the centre of which was the hearth.^ 

It is possible that the people of the oldest city, it is 
extremely probable that the people of the great city, were 
Phrygians, who had crossed over from Europe. We cannot 
tell how long this city flourished ; but the absence of bronze Besimc- 
implements makes it improbable that it endured much later 
than the beginning of the second millennium. An enemy’s ‘jobo (?) 
hand destroyed it by fire ; and its fall may supply an explana- 
tion for early Phrygian settlements in Crete ; the men who 
lost their homes in the Trojan land might have gone over the 
sea seeking new abodes. 

Sect. 2. Latee Aegean Civilisation (2nd‘ millennium b.c.) 

Dynasties fell and rose in the land of the Hile ; three cities CMHsa- 
were reared and perished on the ruins of the great brick city of 
Troy; tin came in larger abundance from the far-off ■west, and'i«'2'A« 
the folk of the Aegean islands were able to give tip the old 
tools of stone, as bronze became plentiful and cheap; potters 
grew more skilful in mixing their clay, in using their wdieels, 
in decorating their wares ; and at the end of a few hundred 

^ In an adjacent building we find not only the preliminary chamber ('rpooo^os), 
but the vestibule outside it, as described by Homer. 
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years we find an advanced civilisation in possession of the 
Aegean. .The sliiftings' and changes which may have come to 
pass during that long period- — invasions, or displacements in 
the centres of power and trade — are quite withdrawn! from oiir 
vision ; but about the middle of the second millenniiun we find 
this eivilisatioii in full bloom on the eastern side of the 
Peloponnesus. Its records are, the monuments of stone which RemrdB, 
have remained for more than three thousand years above the 
face of the earth or have been brought to light by the spade ; 
and the objects of daily use and luxury wdiich wmre placed in 
the houses of the dead and have been unearthed, chiefly in our 
days, by the curiosity of Europeans seeking the origins of their 
own civilisation. 

Howhere have more abundant and significant records been 
found than in the plain of southern Argos,— at Mycenae, which 
keeps guard in the mountains at the northern end of the plain, 
and at Tiryns, its lowlier fellow close to the sea. The richest 
and strongest city on the coasts of the Aegean seems at this 
time to have been Mycenae ; the memory of its wealth survived 
in the epithet '' golden ’’ which distinguishes it in the Homeric 
poems. Eor want of an exact term, the whole civilisation to 
which Mycenae’s greatness belongs has been called Mycenaean} 

Tiryns was the older of the two fortresses, and had played Thefortfess 
its part in the earlier epoch before the Aegean peoples had yet 
emerged from the stone age. It stands on a long low rock 
about a mile and a half from the sea, and the land around it 
was once a marsh. From north to south the hill rises in height, 
and Avas shaped by man’s hand into three platforms, of 'which 
the southern and highest was occupied by the palace of the 
king. But the whole acropolis was strongly walled round by 
a structure of massive stones, laid in regular layers but rudely 
dressed, the crevices being filled with a mortar of clay. This 
fashion of building has been called Cyclopean from the legend vmn- 
that masons called Cyclopes Avere invited from Lycia to build 
the walls of Tiryns. The main gate of entrance, on the east The gate. 
side, was approached by a passage between the outer wmll of the 
fortress and the W’all of the palace; and the right, unshielded 

^ This designation is awkward and iinliappy, but it lias come into siicli general 
use that it cannot be ignored. Invented by archaeologists, it may well be dropped 
except ill the statement of the archaeological evidence. 
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side of ail enemy advancing "to the gate was exposed to the 
defenders on the castle wall On the west side there ivas a 
postern, from which a long flight of stone steps led up to the 
back part of the palace. But one curious feature in the castle 
of Tiiyiis sets it apart from all the other ancient fortresses of 
Greece. On the south side the wall deepens for the purpose of 
containing store-charnbers, the doors of which open out upon 
covered galleries, also built inside the wall, and furnished with 
windows looking outward. 

The stronghold of Mycenae, about twelve miles inland, at 
the north-eastern end of the Argive plain, w^as built on a hill 
which rises to 900 feet above the sea-level in a moimtain glen. 
The shape of the citadel is a triangle, and the greater part of 
the wvall is built in the same “Cyclopean” style as the®wall of 
Tiryiis, but of smaller stones. Another fashion of architeetiire, 
however, also occurs, and points to a later date than Tiryns. 
The gates and some of the towers are built of even layers of 
stories carefully hewn into rectangular shape.^ jSTo store-rooiiis 
or galleries like those of Tiryns have been found at Mycenae : 
but on the north-east side a vaulted stone passage in the wall 
led by a dowuuvard subterranean path to the foot of the liill, 
wdiere a cistern wms supplied from a perennial spring outside 
the walls. Thus the garrison was furnished with water in case 
of a siege. Mycenae had two gates. The chief 'was on the 
west, ensconced in a corner of the wmll wdricli at this point 
running in south-eastwmrd then turned outwurd due west, and 
thus enclosed and commanded the approach to the gate. The 
lintel of the doorway is formed by one huge square block of 
stone, and the w^eight of the wall resting on it is lightened by 
the device of leaving a triangular space. This opening is filled 
by a sculptured stone relief representing two lionesses staiid- 
ing opposite each other on either side of a pillar, on whose 
pedestal tlieir forepaw’S rest.“ They are, as it were, wa^tchers 
who waxrd the castle, and from them the gate is known as the 
Lion gate. 

There is also in the western wall polygonal masonry in which the hlocks do 
not form horizontal rows, Imt are polygons of various sizes, so sliaiply cut ajid 
accurately set as to leave no crevices. But this work is of a far later date. 

- The same heraldic scheme is found on gems, and in some eases a male iigare 
takes the place of the pillar. This points to pillar — or, as it is called, ‘‘ baetyl ” — 
worship. 
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The mins on the hill of Tiiyns enable us to trace the plan Palace of 
of the palace of its kings. One chief principle of the con- 
striictioii of the palaces of this age seems to have been the 
separation of the dwelling-house of the women from that of 
the men, — a principle which continued to prevail in Greek 
domestic architecture in historical times. But the striking 
characteristic of Tiryns is that, while the halls of the king 
and the halls of the queen are built side by side in the centre 
of the palace, there is no direct communication between them, 
and they have different approaches.^ The halls of king and 
queen alike are built on the same general plan as the palace 
in the old brick city on the hill of Troy and the palaces which 


are described in the poems of Homer. An altar stood in the Courtyard 
men’s courtyard which was enclosed by pillared porticoes : 
the portico which faced the gate being the vestibule of the {atBovm). 
house. Double -leafed doors opened from the vestibule 
a preliminary hall, from •which one passed through a curtained {Trpldoyos). 
doorway over a great stone threshold into the men’s hall. In 
the midst of it Avas the round hearth — the centre of the house 


— encircled by four wooden pillars which supported the flat 


if-iiyapoy). 


roof.^ 


The palace of Mycenae crowned the highest part of the Palace of 
hill, and its plan, though it cannot be traced so clearly or 
fully, was in general conception, and in many details, alike. 

The hearth, of which part remains, was ornamented by spiral 
and triangular patterns in red, blue, and white. The floors 
of the covered rooms were made of fine cement ; and in the 
open courts the cement was hardened by small pebbles. 
Sometimes the floors were brightened with coloured patterns. Decoration, 
It was customary to embellish the walls by inlet sculptured 
friezes and by paintings. A brilliant alabaster frieze, inset 
with cyaQius or paste of blue glass, decorated tlie vestibule of 
the hall at Tiryns, and the men’s halls in both palaces were 
adorned with mural pictures. 

Besides their castle and palace, the burying-plaees of the 
kings of Mycenae are their most striking memorials. The 


^ The identification of the hall of the women at Tirjnis is not indeed absolutely 
certain, but it is highly probable. 

- Or rather a portion raised above the flat roof, for the purpose of letting the 
siUoke of the fire out*. 
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men with whom we are now dealing bestowed their dead in 
tombs there is no trace of the practice of burning corpses. 
The shaft- At 0116 time the lords of the citadel and their families were 
A buried on the castle hill Close to the western wall, south of 
the Lion gate, the royal burial circle has been discovered,, 
within which six tombs cut vertically into the rock had 
remained untouched by the hand of man since the last corpses 
were placed in them. Weapons were buried with the men, 
some of wdiose faces were covered with gold masks. The 
heads of the women \rere decked with gold diadems ; rich 
ornaments and things of household use were placed beside 
them. There was a stel§ or sepulchral stone over each tomb, 
and some of these slabs were sculptured. 

The TomiJ But a day came wiien this simple kind of grave was no 
longer royal enough for the rich princes of Mycenae, and they 
sought more imposing resting-places : or else, as some believe, 
they were overthrown by lords of anotlier race who l:)roiigiit 
with tlieni a new’ fashion of sepulchre. Is. ine sepulchral doriies, 
liewm in the opposite hillside, have been found not far from 
the acropolis. The largest of them is generally kiiowm as 
Tuu>h the “Treasury of Atreus,” a name wiiicli arose from a false 
TrZsv^a iclea as to its purpose. These tombs, wiiieli are found, as we 
shall See, in other places in Greece, consist of three parts — 
stomion' the passage of approach, the portal, and the dome, xi stone 
and thoios. ^auseway leads up to the portal wiiich admits into a round 
vaulted chamber built into the hollowed slope of a hill ; and 
ill some tombs (but this is exceptional) there is also a sipuare 
side-chamber. The portal of the Treasury of Atreus had a 
striking facade, being clad with slabs of coloured marble and 
framed by dark grey alabaster pillars with zigzag and spiral 
patterns and carved capitals. The twm massive lintel-stones 
were relieved by the same device wdiicli wms adopted in the 
architecture of the Lion gate, and the triangle was filled by 
red porphyry. The vaulted room of beehive shape is formed 
by rings of v’eH-joined and w’ell-chiselled stones, which grow 
narrower as they rise, and a roof- stone. The wmlls w"ere 

adorned w’ith bronze rosettes arranged in some pattern. xV 
door, similar to that of the portal and framed wdth pillars, 
admits to the side -chamber, which is hewn into the rock ; 
its walls were decorated with sculptured alabaster plates. 
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The doorway of another tomb ^ was framed by two alabaster 
columns, fluted like the columns of a Doric temple. 

But besides the stately burying -.places of the kings, the 
humbler tombs of the people have been discovered. The town 
of Mycenae below the citadel consisted of a group of villages, 
each of which preserved its separate identity; each had its 
own burying- ground. Thus Mycenae, and probably other 
towns of the age, represented an intermediate stage between 
the village and the city — a number of little commimities 
gathered together in one i>lace, and dominated by a fortress. 
The tombs in these village burying-groiuids resemble in plan 
the royal vaults. They are square chambers cut into the rock ; 
they are approached by a passage which leads up to a doorwmy. 
The difference is that they are not round and have gabled 
roofs. Some of the things found in these sepulchres indicate 
that most of them are of later date than the royal tombs of 
the citadel and contemporary wdth the vaulted tombs belo\?. 

We have seen how in the royal graves on the castle liill 
treasures of gold, long hidden from the light of day, revealed 
the wealth of the Mycenaean kingdom. Treasures would 
perhaps have been found also in some of the great vaoltcxl 
tombs if they had not been rifled by plunderers in subsecpieiit 
ages. But for us the wmiks of the potter, and the inipleiiieiits 
of war and peace fashioned by the bronze-smith, are of more 
value than the golden ornaments for studying this early 
civilisation ; and things of daily use have been foimcl in the 

lowlier rock-tombs as well as in the royal sepulchres of hill 

or plain. From the implements w’hicli the people used, and 
also from the representations which artists wrought, we can 
win a rough picture of their dress, armour, and ornaments, 
and form an idea of their capacity in art. 

But we have still to visit another memorial of this age, an 
island palace which possesses as great historical interest even 
as the stronghold of Mycenae. It is the palace of Cretan 
Cnossus, of which the foundations have recently been laid 
bare. It may have been in the second quarter of the 

second millennium that kings of a new dynasty began to 

rule at Cnossus in the old palace of the Double Axe. The 
newcomers did not burn or demolish the house of their 
^ That which is popularly knowii as the Tomb of Clytemnestra. 
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predecessors, but they refashioned it and adapted it to their 
own more siiinptuoiis needs. In wealth and luxury the lords of 
Cnossus must have been at least as distinguished as the lords 
of Mycenae ; but between the Cretan mansion and the Argive 
fortresses there is one difference which in a historian's eyes is 
of great significance. hTo massive wall, like those of Tiryns 
and Mycenae, girt the royal residence of Cnossus; it was 
unfortified except at the gates. This fact shows that the 
sovereigns of Cnossus were sea-kings ; their strength lay in 
their ships ; and they had the bold wisdom to depend entirely 
on their sea power for the defence of their lives and their 
wealth. Within their spacious palace were many chambers 
and corridors, decorated with fresco paintings. We must 
especially notice the room of the royal throne, a stone seat 
adorned with a painted design. On either side of the throne 
were stone benches along the wall; and here the Cnossian 
elders doubtless sat in council with their king. Adjoining 
this apartment was a room open to the air, containing a 
tank, and its walls showed a picture of Egyptian character, a 
landscape with river, sedge, and palms. Elsewhere solemn 
processions, gay groups of men and women, scenes of war and 
peace were represented ; but of all the paintings that have 
partially survived ruin and decay the most striking are a tall 
handsome cupbearer, and the life-size head of a bull, wrought 
by a most skilful draughtsman. The royal wealth was secured 
in a series of storerooms built side by side; stone chests for 
treasure and large jars for storage have been found in abund- 
ance. And the kings kept accurate record and account of 
their possessions, for the art of writing was perfectly familiar 
in Crete in the days when she played the greatest part she 
was ever destined to play in the history of the world. Hun- 
dreds of written documents have been found in the Cnossian 
palace. The writing material was small rectangular tablets 
of clay, which were preserved in wooden boxes secured by 
seals. The writing, which is of linear character, cannot be 
read ; but it has been made out that about seventy signs were 
in common use: numerals can be identified; and it has been 
discerned from the frequent occurrence of the numerals, and 
from the insertion of figures representing objects, that many 
of the documents may be accounts relating to the stores. 
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il few speciiiieiis of ’writing had already been found else- 
where, especially in Crete itself and in Melos, teaching iis that 
linear systems were known to the peoples of the Aegean in 
the second, if not in the third millenniiim. It remains still 
to be discovered whence this linear writing came and how it 
developed ; but a totally diflerent and more primitive writing of 
hieroglyphic character had been in use in eastern Crete at an 
earlier period, and was probably confined to the native Cretans 
of that region. In one chamber in the palace of Ciiossiis were 
found some clay labels and bars, bearing inscriptions in East- 
Cretan style ; and to explain their presence here it has been 
conjectured that peoples of eastern Crete had been conquered 
by the Cnossiaii sea-kings. Both central and eastern Crete 
are thickly strewn with relies of the civilisation of this period. 

The civilisation of the men whose nioniiiiients we have 
been considering belonged to the age of bronze and copper. 
Even in its later period iron was still so rare and costly that 
it was used only for ornaments- — rings, for instance, and pos- 
sibly for money. And in its earlier period, tlie stone age had 
not been quite forgotten ; obsidian was still employed fcu' the 
heads of arrows. But, in general, bronze was used in Greece 
for all implements throughout this age. The arms with which 
the men of Mycenae attacked their foes were sword, spear, and 
bow. Their defensive armour consisted of huge helmets, prob- 
ably made of leather ; shields of ox-hide reaching iTorii the 
neck almost to the feet— complete towers of defence, but so 
clumsy that it was the chief part of a military ediicatiori to 
manage them. The princes went forth to war in two-liorsed 
war chariots, which consisted of a board to stand on and a 
breastwork of wicker. The fragment of a silver vessel (found 
in one of the rock-tombs of Mycenae) shows us a scene of 
battle in front of the walls of a mountain city, from whose 
battlements women, watching the fight, are waving their 
hands. Among the pottery discovered at Mycenae there is 
a large jar, on one side of which we see a woman looking 
after six warriors marching forth to battle armed from head 
to foot, and on the other, less clearly, men engaged in battle 
— black-brown figures on a yellow ground.^ On gems and 

^ The shields on this warrior vase are round at the top, but cut short below 
so as to form a crescent and leave the thigh uncovered. 
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seal-stones we also find representations of armed iiien. One 
of tlie most striking pictures of the wmrriors of this age is a 
group of five spearmen on a painted grave-stone. 

Men wore long hair, not, however, flowing freely, but tied 
or plaited in tresses. In old times they let the beard grow 
both on lip and chin ; but the fashion changed, and in the 
later period, as we see from their pictures, they shaved the 
upper lip, and razors have been found in the tombs. Their 
garments -vyere simple, a loin apron and a cloak fastened by a 
clasp-pin ; ^ in later times, a close-fitting tunic. ■ Wonieii seem 
to have held an important place in the society of the Aegean 
kingdoms, if we may judge from their proniiiience in the repre- 
sentations of art Some small fresco paintings found in the 
palace of Cnossus exhibit them, slender- waisted, mingling 
with ineii, in lively groups, in gardens, or on balconies. 
High-born dames wmre tight bodices and wide gown-skirts. 
Frontlets or bands round the brow were a distinction of their 
attire, and they wore their hair elaborotely curled, or coiled 
high ill rings, letting the ends fall behind. The ornaments 
which have been found in the royal tombs of Mycemie show 
that its queens apj)eared in glittering gold array. Tliere is 
some reason to think that women tattooed their faces. 

In the foregoing sketch it has been implied that some 
monuments are later in date than others. Thus the vaulted 
sepulchres of the plain have been spoken of as subsequent to 
the shaft sepulchres on the castle hill of Mycenae. The chief 
means of establishing a basis for this relative chronology is 
the development of the potter’s art ; and the '' Mycenaean ’’ 
pottery therefore concerns us in so far as it has given a clue 
for fixing the earlier and later epochs of the civilisation which 
produced it. 

The painted vessels of the second milleiiniiiiii fall into two 
general classes, iinglazed and glazed. The uiigiazed, driia- 
mented chiefly with lines and spirals, were older, and, when 
the glazed style attained its perfection, went almost entirely 
out of use. In the varnished jars, the development of the 
handicraft from the cruder work of the earlier potters can be 
traced through the best period into an age of decadence, when 

^ It is noteworthy that clasp-pins (Tropjrat) have not been found in the older 
tombs on the acropolis. 



I BEGINNINGS OF GREECE AND THE HEROIC AGE 


the Mycenaean conies into competition with other and newer 
styles. The colour of these vessels, in the best age, is warm, 
varying from yellow to dark brown, and sometimes burnt into 
a rich deep red. A new impulse of decoration has come upon 
the potters. The ornaments are no longer lines and spirals, 
but vegetables and animals, especially of the sea kingdom, 
fishes, polypods, seaweeds. On the other hand, sphinxes, 
griffins, lotus flowers, and other oriental and Egyptian sub- 
jects, though common elsewhere in Mycenaean ornament, are 
hardly ever copied by the workers in clay. The curious 
“ false-necked ” jars which have no opening above the neck, 
but a spout at the side, are one of the most characteristic 
products of the potteries, which we call Mycenaean ; though 
it is not known for certain that Mycenae was itself a centre of 
the trade. 

Other marks for fixing the relative dates of '' Mycenaean ’’ St<me im- 
troves are stone tools and iron. If, for example, we find in " 

one tomb obsidian spear-heads and no trace of iron, and in 
another no stone implements but iron rings, it is a safe infer- 
ence that the first is older than the second. The occurrence 
of iron is a mark of comparative lateness. 

It is by such marks as these that we are able to say that 
the kings of the shaft graves reigned before the kings who 
were buried in the vaulted tombs, and that remains which 
have been found in the island of Thera belong to the threshold 
of the Mycenaean age.'’ 

The remains at Mycenae, Tiryns, and Cnossus are, taken in 
their entirety, the most impressive of the memorials of a wide- 
spread Aegean civilisation. In the Peloponnesus nowhere 
except at Tiryns and Mycenae have great fortresses or palaces 
been found ; but some large vaulted hill-tombs, on the same 
plan as those of the Argive plain, mark the existence of ancient 
principalities. The lords of Amyclae, which was the queen of Araydae, 
the Laconian vale before the rise of Greek Sparta, hollowed 
out for themselves a lordly tomb, which, unlike the Treasury Tomb at 
of Atreus, was never invaded by robbers. In this vault, among ^ 
other costly treasures, were found the most precious of all the 
works of Mycenaean art that have yet been drawn forth from 

^ There are reasons for thinkiug that the home of the industry was rather 
in one of the islands of the Aegean. 
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the earth : two golden cups on which a metal-worker of match- 

e,.s S vi as ui ought vivid scenes of the snaring and capturing 
of wild bulls. ° ° 

In Attica there are raanj^ relics. On the Athenian Acropolis 
^'lue aie a few stones supposed to belong to a palace of great 
an iquitj , out we can look with more certainty on some of the 
ancient loundations of the fortress wall. This wall was called 
e aigie or Pelasgic by the Athenians ; and it seems likely 
lat the word preserves the name of the ancient inhabitants of 



the place, the Peiasgoi.^ Put the Pelasgians of Athens were 
not the only people of the Athenian plain. Towards the 

oi ^ieiii enc of ^ this plain, a vaulted tomb seems to record 
-Acharnae. The lords of Thoricus had tombs 
m same as lioii , and at Eleusis there is similar evidence, 
n man} ot lea* places in Attica graves of this period have been 
unt a ' lasiae a number of remarkable rock-tombs reseiii- 
blmg those in the lower town of Mycenae. 

n Thessaly the only important relic yet discovered is a 
ec ^epn c ne near Pagasae. In Boeotia there are more 

by jiaine Pelargikon is that it was formed 

1 P . ymolo^} (^Mtll a suggestion of 7reXap7<is, ‘‘ stork ”) from Pelasgikon. 
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striking memorials. On the western shores of the great Copaic 
mai*sli a people dwelled, whose wealth was proverbial ; and 
their city Orcliomeniis shared with Mycenae the attribute of Orc/^o- 
golden in the Homeric poems. One of their kings built a 
great sepulchral vault under the hill of the citadel, and later 
generations took it for a treasury. It approached, though it 
did not quite attain to, the size of the Treasure-house of 
Atreus itself ; and it had a second chamber covered by a stone 
ceiling which was adorned with a curious design in low relief, 
an arrangement of meandering spirals and fan-shaped leaves 
bordered by rosettes, producing the effect of a carpet. The 
same design which decked the burying-place of Orchomeiius 
in stone, was used by the painters of some lord of Tiryns to 
adorn the avails of his palace ; and one is tempted to see both 
ill the ceiling and in the sepulchre itself signs of influence from 
Argolis. But in any case, the common design of ceiling and Egyptian 
painting is borrowed from Egypt,^ for we find almost the same 
design on the ceilings of tombs at Egyptian Thebes. The lords 
of Orchomeniis were probably the mightiest lords in Boeotia, 
but they had neighbours — were they rivals or friends ? — in 
another fastness of the Copaic marsh. While Orchomeniis 
ivas situated by the western shores, this primeval stronghold 
ivas built on a rock rising out of the waters. The ruins 
the mighty fortress-walls wdiich girded the edge of the rock 
are still there, and the foundations of the palace of these 
island princes ; but the name of the place is unknowm.‘^ To 
the lords of this nameless castle and to the princes of 
Orchomeniis, the curious habits of their spacious lake were 
a matter of perpetual concern. The lake or morass which 
fertilised their land has no river to bear its water to the sea, 
and its only outlets are underground clefts piercing Mount 
Ptoon, which rises on its northern banks, a barrier between 
the lake and the sea. To help the water to reach these 
passages, men made canals through the lake, and guarded them 
by fortresses. 

In the Cyclad islands off the Greek coast remains have 

Cyclades, 

^ The same xlesign lias been observed also on the dress of a goddess on the 
avails of the temple of Tliotlimes III. over against Wadi Haifa, and on the ceil- 
ing of a rock- tomb in Huhia. 

" It has been conjectured to be Arne. 
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been found, chiefly of the earlier Mycenaean epoch ; and their 
value consists in the light they let in upon the progress of its 
growth. In Thera, a volcanic upheaval buried and preserved 
a settlement, of which the excavated houses show us earlier 
stages of the culture whereof we have seen the bloom in the 
fortresses of Argolis. In north-eastern Melos a spacious 
citadel, fortified by a strong wall, has been dug out, on a site 
which was occupied during a great part of the third millen- 
nium, and exhibits the continuity of Aegean civilisation. 

At the extreme south-west of the Aegean there was a 
'' Mycenaean ” community at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century — at lalysus in Ehodes. An old burying-place has been 
dug out, and revealed horizontal rock-graves with the arrange- 
ment of avenue, doorway, and four-sided chamber, resembling 
those of Mycenae. The vases found here belong to the best 
kind of Mycenaean glazed ware ; and the absence of earlier 
pottery suggests that this stage of civilisation had not been 
reached by a gradual development in the place, but that settlers 
had brought their civilisation with them. 

But of all the cities which shared in the later bloom of 
Aegean culture, none was greater or destined to be iiiore 
famous than that which arose on the southern side of the 
Hellespont, on that hill whereon five cities had already risen 
and fallen. The new Troy, through whose glory the name of 
the spot was to become a household word for ever throughout 
all European lands, was built on the levelled ruins of the 
older towns. The circuit of the new city was far wider, and 
within a great wall of well -wrought stone the citadel rose, 
terrace upon terrace, to a highest point. On that commanding 
summit, as at Mycenae, we must presume that the king’s 
palace stood. The houses of which the foundations have been 
disclosed within the walls have the same simple plan that wm 
saw in the older brick city and in the palaces of Mycenae and 
Tiryns. The wall was pierced by three or four gates, the chief 
gate being on the south-east side, guarded by a flanking tower. 
The builders were more skilful than the masons of the ruder 
walls of the fortresses of Argolis ; and it is a question whether 
we are to infer that the foundation of Troy belongs to a later 
age, or that from the beginning the art of building was more 
advanced among the Trojans. But if Troy shows superior 
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excellence in military masonry, its civilisation in other ways TrojaM 
seems to have been simpler than that of the Argive plain. It 
imported indeed the glazed Mycenaean wares and was in con- 
tact with Aegean civilisation. Its position marks it out as 
probably an intermediary between the Aegean and the regions 
of the Danube ; just as at the other side Crete was the inter- 
mediary between the Aegean and the regions of the Mle. But 
Troy stands, in a measure, apart from the '^Mycenaean world ; 
beside it, in contact with it, yet not quite of it, the Trojan 
civilisation seems the issue of a parallel local development, 
always in constant relations with the rest of the Aegean, yet 
pursuing its own path. This was natural ; for in speech and 
race the Trojans stood apart. We know with full certainty 
who the j)eople of Troy were ; we know that they were a 
Phrygian folk and spoke a tongue akin to our own. The six 
cities of Troy perhaps correspond to successive wwes of the 
Phrygian immigration from south-eastern Europe into north- 
western Asia Minor, an immigration which seems to have 
extended over the third, and early portion of the second, 
millennium. 

Sect. 3. Inferences from the Eelics of Aegean 
Civilisation 

Having taken a brief survey of the character and range of cimow- 
the Mycenaean civilisation,” we come to inquire whether any • 
evidence exists, amid these chronicles of stone and clay, of 
gold and bronze, for determining the periods of its rise, bloom, 
and fall. In the first place, it belongs to the age of bronze, (l) Bronze 
Men had begun to obtain tin in ample quantities from the 
west, from the tinfields of Spain and Britain, to mix it with 
the copper of Cyprus and make the implements which they 
required sufficiently cheap to be in general use. On the other 
hand, the iron age had not begun. Iron was still a rare and iv-oa 
precious metal, in the later part of the period ; it was used for 
rings, but not yet for weapons. The iron age can hardly have Hmiu .* 
commenced in Greece long before the tenth century; and 
we set the beginning of the bronze age at about 2000 B.C., 
we get roughly the second millennium as a delimitation of 
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the period within which Mycenaean culture flourished and 
declined. 

The volcanic upheaval of the earth’s crust which over- 
^ whelmed the islands of Thera and Therasia ought to give us, if 
300- geology were an exacter science, a valuable date. M e have seen 
that, when the inhabitants of Thera were surprised by the dis- 
aster, the glazed Mycenaean earthware which they used was 
still in an early stage; and if we knew the time of the erup- 
tion we should have an important chronological landmark. 
The approximate date of 2000 B.a has been assigned by an 
explorer, but geologists are not agreed, and they could not 
dispute the possibility that the eruption may have happened 
several centuries later. 

The art of writing was known to the Cretans, but we can 
interpret iieitiier their signs nor their language. But in 
another land where men had already, for ages past, chronicled 
their history in a language which does not hide its tale, evidence 
d\Wi has been discovered which teaches us in what centuries the 
Qf Aegean made their wares and shipped them to 
Is distant shores. In the sixteenth century men of Aegean type 
lamn Myceiiaean vases were represented on a wall-painting 

at Egyptian Thebes. At Gurob, a city wdiich w- as built in the 
fifteenth century and destroyed two or three hundred years 
later, a number of “ false-necked ” jars imported from the 
Aegean have been found ; and they belong not to the earlier 
but to the later period of Mycenaean pottery. 

'gyp> But Egyptian evidence is found not only on Egyptian soil, 
on both sides of the Aegean. Three pieces of porcelain, 
one inscribed with the name, the two others with the car- 
touche,” of Amenhotep III, of Egypt, and a scarab wdth the 
name of his wife, have been found in the chamber -tombs of 
Mega Mycenae. It is a curious coincidence that a scarab of the 
same Amenhotep was discovered in the burying-place of lalysus 
in Ehodes, while no cartouches or names of other Egyptian 
^^^onarchs have been found in the regions of the Aegean. The 
m: single occurrence of such a scarab in one place might be an 
unsafe basis for an argument; but the coincidence seems to 
point to some special epoch of active intercourse between the 
Aegean and Egypt in this king’s reign. It would follow that 
in the fifteenth centurv at latest the period of the chamber- 
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tombs and the vaulted tombs began. Perhaps it was at this 
time that artists derived from Egypt the idea of the wonderful 
pattern which they wrought with the chisel at Orchomeniis, 
with the brush at Tiryns. But there is a still earlier testi- 
mony to intercourse wdth Egypt. On an inlaid dagger-blade, 
found in one of the rock -tombs on the Mycenaean citadel, we 
see represented a scene from Egyptian life — ichneumons catch- 
ing ducks ill a river which can only be the Mle. The work- 
manship is Aegean, not Egyptian ; but the Aegean artist knew 
Egypt. A¥e have seen in frescoes of the palace at Cnossus 
similar evidence of Egyptian influence; and there are many 
other resemblances, in motive and in technical treatment, which 
|)omt the same way. 

Aegean pottery found its Avay, as we might expect, to (0 
Cyprus as well as to Egypt ; and in a tomb found near Salamis 
imports from Egypt, to which approximate dates can be Oi/prus. 
assigned, have been discovered along with clay vessels from the 
Aegean. A scarab of Queen Ti and some gold collars which 
belong to the age of Amenhotep III. and Amenhotep lY. Tombs at 
suggest the fourteenth century as the date of the grave, and 

thus reinforce the chronological evidence which has come to Sximms: 

^ 14 ^/? 

light in other places. Another grave of the same burying- ce-ntu-ry. 

ground contains Egyptian ware of the thirteenth century along 

with Mycenaean jars. 

The joint witness of all these independent pieces of evidence Conclusion. 
proves that the civilisation of wdiich Mycenae and Cnossus 
were principal centres was flourishing from the sixteenth to the 
thirteenth century. 

Such was the world which the Greeks had come to share, 
and soon to transform, on the borders of the Aegean Sea. It The oU 
was a world created by folks wdio belonged to the European 
race which had been from of old in possession of this corner 
of the eartli.^ Their civilisation, it ' is well to repeat, was 

^ Some of tlie pre-I-Iellenic peoples may have been, for what we know, them- 
selves invaders, like the Oreeks ; but all archaeological speculations connecting 
the peoples of marsh-girt Tiryns, and of Orchomeims on its lake, with the lake- 
dwellers of Germany and northern Italy and their pile-houses, do not affect the 
general truth. — According to an ingenious theory, the people of Tiryns, Amyclae, 
Orchonienus were lake-dwellers originally, w'ho used to live in pile-villages, and 
were attracted by force of ancient habit to marshy situations. The evidence for 
this conjecture is: — (1) the existence of the fortress of Gia in lake Copais, and 
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simply a contiii nation and supreme development of that more 
primitive civilisation of which we caught glimpses before the 
bronze age begaii.^ There is no reason to suppose that these 
peoples were designated by any common name; there were 
doubtless many different peoples with different names, wiiich 
are unknown to us. We know that there were Pelasgiaiis in 
Thessaly and in Attica ; tradition suggests that the Arcadians 
were Pelasgiaiis too. But it is probable that all these peoples, 
both on the mainland of Greece and in the Aegean islands, 
belonged to the same race — a dark-haired stock — which also 
included the Mysians, the Lydians, the Carians, perhaps the 
Leleges, on the coast of Asia Minor. Adventurous speciilatoi‘3 
ill the field of ethnology are inclined to think that this same 
race was dispersed all over the Mediterranean shores, in Spain 
and Italy and on the coast of Africa, and that the original 
centre of dispersion was the region of the Upper Xile. 

If we may judge from the ancient names of places, which 
the Greeks preserved, it would seem that languages closely 
akin were spoken on both sides of the Aegean and in the isles ; 
the coastmen and highlanders of western Asia Minor ealiecl 
their capes and hills and streams by names which resemlile in 
root and formation those which Ave find on the coast ami in 
the highlands of Greece, and in islands of the intermediate sea. 
But the strange thing is that the diffusion of tlie civilisation 
which we have been examining stopped short at the margin of 
the Asiatic shore. It extended to PJiodes, and to tlie small 
islands north and south of Ehodes, but it did not, until tlie 

the tradition of the ancient existence of other towns which were destroyed in 
a flood ; (2) a supposed stone model of a lake-village built on piles, whicli was 
discovered in Melos ; (3) the marshy situations of Orchomeniis, Tiryns, and 
Amyclae ; (4) a Paeonian pile-village, in the centre of the Balkan peninsula, 
described by Herodotus, forms a geographical link between Greece and nortli- 
western Europe. The conjecture goes further and identifies this lake-dwelling 
race with the Danai, and supposes that they occupied Mycenae from Tfryns and 
that their kings were buried in the shaft tombs on the acropolis. Tliese kings 
would have been the Perseid dynasty of tradition. Quite distinct from the lake- 
dwellers was another race, the hut-dwellers, whom the same tlieory identifies 
with the Achaeans. A dynasty of the hut-dwellers (the Pelopids of tradition) 
succeeded the dynasty of lake-dwellers, and built the vaulted tombs on tin? model 
of their own round huts.— The whole theory seems extremely doubtful ; and it 
is highly uncertain whether the Melian box supposed to represent a lake-dwelling 
represents anything of the kind. 

^ Tlie continuity has been strikingly illustrated in recent finds in Melos. 
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days of its decline, touch the opposite continent. It is a fact 
of iniportance that Lydia, Caria, and Lycia lay outside the 
Mycenaean world, notwithstanding the affinities of race wdiicli 
bound the inhabitants of those countries to the folks of the 
Aegean islands and Greece. South of Troy, which stood €|iiite 
by itself, there are no palaces or fortresses of the Mycenaean 
age along the east Aegean coast, nor in the large islands of 
Lesbos, Chios, and Samos. None, at least, have as yet been 
found. The relics even of commerce with the western Aegean, 
though one would expect such commerce to have been brisk 
and constant, are few and rare. There wms therefore an 
obstinate resistance on the part of the inhabitants of these 
regions to the reception of the Aegean civilisation. The people 
wdio held the whole seaboard from the Maeander to the borders 
of Lycia were the Leleges. At this period there was no 
maritime Caria ; it was not till a later period that the Carians 
came down from the highlands and confined the Leleges to a 
small corner of their land.^ 

There seems little doubt that this prehistoric Aegean wv)iid 
was composed of many small states. Of the relation of these 
states to one another, of the political events of the period, we 
know almost nothing, and w^e can guess little ; for the records 
of stone and bronze and gold cannot be interpreted ’without 
some clue. A few facts wdiich seem to emerge, partly from 
archaeological evidence, partly from tradition, partly from hints 

^ It is not clear whether the Leleges belonged to a totally different stock from 
the Carians and Lydians, or were a distinct branch of the same stock, speaking 
a kindred language. It is supposed that a Lelegian population was scattered 
over the islands of the Aegean and driven to the mainland by the Cretan sea* 
power. See above, p. 9. It is at least certain that whatever truth there may 
be in the Greek traditions as to a diffusion of the “ Carian ” race in the Aegean, 
we must substitute Lelegian for Carian , — There -was an ancient tradition that 
there w’as an old people called Tyrsenes in the north Aegean (Lemnos and 
Xmbros) ; they were afterwards identified with the Attic Pelasgiaiis (wiien Lemnos 
came into the possession of Athens). As the Greeks called the Etruscans 
Tyrsenoi, a theory of the identity of the Etruscans and Pelasgians was started ; 
and Herodotus says that a non-Greek language, w^hicii he regards as Pelasgiaii, 
was still spoken in twm little towns east of Cyzicus and likewise in Creston (in 
Thrace). An inscription in an unknown language has been found in Lemnos, 
and an attempt has been made to show that it is Etruscan. The question must 
be left open. It has been supposed that the hypothetical Tyrsenes of the Aegean 
are the Turusha who took part in the invasion of Egypt in the reign of ll^iernptah 
(see below, p. 48). 
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in a pictured chronicle of Egypt, furnish us with historical 
problems rather than with historical information. 

The eminent position of ''golden” Mycenae herself seems -Power 0/ 
to be established. Her comparative wealth is indicated by the ^Mycenae 
treasures of her tombs which exceed all treasures found else- 
where in the Aegean. But her lords were not only rich; 
their power stretched beyond their immediate territory. This 
fact may be inferred from the road system which connected The Ugh^ 
Mycenae with Corinth and must have been constructed by one 
of her Mugs. Three narrow but stoutly built highways have to the 
been traced, the two western joining at Cleonae, the eastern 
going by Tenea. They rest on substructions of " Cyclopean ” 
masonry ; streams are bridged and rocks are hewn through ; 
and as they were not wide enough for waggons, the wares of 
Mycenae were probably carried to the Isthmus on the backs of 
mules. If the glazed clay-ware, so abundantly found at 
Mycenae, was wrought there, and not, as some think, imported 
from the islands, then the industry of her potteries may have 
been a source of her wealth. It is not easy to determine 
whether Mycenae held sway over the whole Argive j)lain and 
especially what was her relation to Tiryns. A road leading Road to the 
southward as far as a small hill which \vas, in later times, famous 
for a great temple of Hera, shows perhaps that this site was 
under the domination of Mycenae ; and it was a place of some 
importance, for three vaulted hill-tombs have been found hard 
by. Tiryns was an older place of habitation than Mycenae; Tiryns and 
and it has been suggested that it may have been Tirynthian 
kings who first selected the Mycenaean hill as a strong post at 
the head of the plain and a bulwark against invaders from the 
north. But the relations of Tiryns to Mycenae must be left 
undetermined ; and the position of Larisa, the hill of Argos, at Argos, 
this period is hidden from our eyes. In Greek history Argos 
appears, from the beginning, as what it seems naturally marked 
out to be, the ruling city of the plain; and it would be rash 
to suppose that it was not a place of importance in an earlier 
age, for we cannot argue backward from the absence of ]3re- 
historic Remains on a site like Argos which has been continu- 
ously inhabited. 

There was an active sea- trade in the Aegean, a sea-trade 
which reached to the Troad and to Egypt; but there is 
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proof that Mycenae was a naval power. Every thing points to 
Crete as the queen of the seas in this age, and to Cretan 
merchants as the carriers ■ of the Aegean world. The roads of 
traffic are conservative, and we may he sure that the route to 
Egypt, which in later days Greek mariners always folloived, 
was fixed in the prehistoric period — from the west of Crete to 
the opposite shore of Libya and along the Libyan coast to tlie 
mouths of the Mle. The predominance of Crete survived in 
the memories of Minos, whom tradition exalted as a mighty 
sea-king who cleared the Aegean of pirates and founded a 
maritime po'wer. The Greeks looked back to Minos as a son 
of Zeus, who reigned,” as the poet of the Odyssey mysteriously 
tells m/‘m nine-yearly tides ” at Cnossus “the great, city/’ 
and held converse with his divine father in a cave. 

The discoveries made by excavation on the hill of Cnossus 
show that this tradition embodied historical fact. The remains 
of the great palace testify, as we have seen, to a dynasty, last- 
ing for two or three hundred years, of rich sea-kings, who may 
have established a sea-empire and made their miglit a terror to 
pirates roving in Aegean waters. They may Avell have extended 
their sovereignty over all Crete ; there is some evideriee, as we 
saw, which may possibly mean that they Avere overlords of the 
eastern regions of the island. It is anotlier question Avliether 
the founder of this Cnossian sea-power actually bore the name 
of Minos. While Ave recognise that the Greek tradition Avliicli 
made Minos the son of Zeus does not in any Avise exeliide liis 
historical reality, we may be more inclined to think that he 
was originally the deity worshipped by the Cnossian monarclis/ 
and that afterwards, overcome and deposed by Zeus, the god of 
the Greek invaders, he was conciliated Avitli that great usurper 
by becomiug his son. In any ease whether king Minos AAms 
man, or god, or both, some incidents in the legend which after- 
wards enveloped him owe their origins to local facts. The 
labyrinth, Avhich the Avonderful craftsman Daedalus was related 
to have built for Minos, was the legendary expression of the 
Labyrinth, the consecrated palace of the Double Axe, AvliicIi 

^ But perhaps the most prohahle view is that the curious epithet “ uiiie- 
yearly,” which is applied in the Odyssey to Minos (see above), represents 
a historical truth; and that each king of Cnossus ruled for nine (or eight?) 
years, personating during his reign the god Minos, and hence himself called Minos. 
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Minos or Ills liistorical prototype inherited from older potentates. 

And the Minotaur, or monstrous bull, which the Minos of myth 
enclosed in the Daedalean maze, may have been suggested by 
the pictures of bulls which decorated the palace walls of the 
Minos of history. According to Greek tradition the famous 
Cretan king was not only the lord of a navy, but also a giver 
of laws. The story was that he went down into the cavern Oamof 
of Dicte, and there received laws from his father Zeus. 

Dicte lies in the uplands south of Cnossiis, and the holy cave, 
wherein Zeus himself was said to have been reared, has recently 
been searched, and has given up the votive offerings which 
have rej)Osed in its deep and dark recesses since they were 
first placed there in the days of Cnossian greatness, to which 
the traditions of Minos belong. 

That period of Cnossian power — or, perhaps it is hardly too 
bold to say, of Cnossian empire — had begun by the commence- 
ment of the fifteenth, and endured into the thirteenth century, 
though perhaps hardly beyond.^ It seems at least probable 
that the destruction of Cnossus occurred before the destruction 
of Mycenae. 

There were dealings of commerce between the Aegean world TmcU with 
and northern Europe; “Mycenaean'’’ influences travelled ^^P 
the Hebrus and the Danube; amber from the shores of tlieN^urope.' 
Baltic was imported to Mycenae in exchange for gold and 
bronze. Jars of Aegean manufacture have been found at 
Syracuse in vaulted tombs ; but in Cyprus there were actually ^!^ayjrnts. 
Mycenaean settlements. Of relations with Egypt we have 
already seen indications in the names of the Egyptian monarch 
Aiiienhotep and his wife found at Mycenae and lalysus. This 
was tow^ard the end of the fifteenth century. Still earlier, v'e 
see in a painting of Thebes men who can be recognised as of 
Aegean type, offering Mycenaean vessels to King Thothmes III. ; Thothmes 
and they are described as “the kings of the country of the 
Keftu and the isles of the great sea.” It would seem then 
that in the sixteenth century the relations between Egypt and 

To answer tlie question, to wliat race the Cnossians of this period belonged, 
it is natural to turn to a passage in the Odyssey, where the Eteocretans are 
distinguished from the Pelasgians, as well as from the Greek folks (Achaeans, 

Dorians, and Cydonians). This suggests that while the dominant race of the 
older palace of the Double Axe were Eteocretans, the greater people of the 
Mycenaean ” age were Pelasgians (see below, p. 146). 
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the Aegean were peaceful, and the small princes of the " islands” 
were ready to offer their homage to the great monarchs on the 
hanks of the Nile. 

infimncR It was possibly from Egypt that Aegean artists derived the 
of Egypt. ornament ; and it is probably to them that we owe its 

introduction into Europe. Moreover, through contact with 
Libya and Egypt, the Aegean civilisation had received some 
oriental elements; and thus, through the Aegean peoples whom 
they subjugated, the Greeks had their earliest glimpses of the 
Orient. It was perhaps from the peoples whom they conquered 
TAcms, that Greek wood-cutters learned to use a new kind of axe, with 
a name which had come from Mesopotamia; for, by a strange 
word. chance, Babylonia or Assyria had the privilege of bestowing 
her word for axe on two far-siindered races of Aryan speech, — 
on the Greeks in the west and on the speakers of Sanskrit in 
the east. 

Small re- Of the power and resources of the Aegean states, the 
TZ^Tegean monuments hardly enable us to form an absolute idea. They 
states, were small, as we saw ; it was an age 

When men might cross a kingdom in a day. 

The kings had slaves to toil for them ; the fortresses and the 
large tombs were assuredly built by the hands of thralls. One 
fact shows in a striking way how small were these kingdoms, 
and how slender their means, compared with the powerful 
realms of Egypt and the Orient. If Babylonian or Egyptian 
monarchs, with their command of slave-labour, had ruled in 
Greece, they would assuredly have cut a canal across the 
Isthmus and promoted facilities for commerce by joining the 
eastern with the w'estern sea. That was an undertaking wdiicli 
neither the small primitive states, nor the small Greek states 
which came after, ever had the means of carrying out. 

Having e.xammed the Aegean civilisation of the bronze age 
and drawn some conclusions which it suggests, we must now 
consider how far the Greeks may have shared in it. 

Sect. 4. The Gbeek Conquest 

The conquest of the Greek peninsula by the Greeks lies a 
long way behind recorded history, and the Greeks themselves, 
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when they began to reflect on their own past, had completely 
forgotten what their remote ancestors had done ages and ages 
before. Their legends, their epic poems, their geographical 
names gave them material for attempting to reconstruct their 
history, and the outline of that reconstruction, which was a 
feat of genius, will demand our attention presently. But such 
a reconstruction, the work of a poetical age before historical 
criticism was applied, must be put away, if we would seek to 
discover what actually happened. We have most of the facts 
on which the Greek account was based. 

The meaning of the Greek conquest has been generally 
misconceived. It has been supposed that it carried with it the 
extermination or enthralment of all the original inhabitants of 
the countries which the invaders conquered, and that a new 
Aryan population spread over the whole land. This view 
rests on two false conceptions. It mistakes the character of the 
Greek invaders, and it mistakes the nature of their relations to 
the peoples whom they found in Greece. 

The invaders spoke an Aryan sx^eech, but it does not follow The Greeks 
that they all came of Aryan stock. There was, indeed, an 
Aryan element among them, and some of them were descendants race. 
of men of Aryan race who had originally taught them their 
language and brought them some Aryan institutions and Aryan 
deities. But in describing the Greeks, as well as any other of 
the races who speak sister tongues, it is safer to call them men 
of Aryan speech, and not men of Aryan stock. In historical 
Greece there were two marked types in the population, dis- 
tinguished by light and dark hair,^ and there is no doubt that 
the men of light complexion came in with the invaders, though 
we cannot conclude that all the invaders were distinguished by 
the same feature. 

But if it is possible that there was but little Aryan blood Themctory 
in ancient Greece, it is certain that the Greeks of history were ti^l^does 
very far from being exclusively the descendants of the “ Greek 
invaders. The idea that the older inhabitants were mtuAjiioodv/the 
crushed out and a clear field left for the newcomers is due to 
exactly the same kind of false inference from language to race, 

^ The blond ooinplesion was rarer and more prized. This is illustrated by the 
fact that women and fops used sometimes to dye their hair yellow or red — the 
KbixTjs ^avdicrpLara mentioned in the Barme of Euripides, 
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wiiicli makes out Greeks and Eomans, Celts and C4ermans, 
Slavs ancV Illyrians, Phrygians and Armenians, Persians and 
ancient Indians, to be the posterity of coniiiion Aryan ancestors, 
because dhey all spoke, kindred tongues. The Greek language 
is vigorous and masterful, as its subsequent history has shown.''* 
'It made a complete conquest of the languages of the olde,r 
inhabitants ; in whatever land the G'leeks settled, it became 
exclusively the language of the land. But the externiinatioii 
of the older tongues does not mean the extermination of the 
older races. The men among whom the Gk^eeks settled, or 
whom they con€|uered, learned the new tongue and forgot their 
own. 

The relations of the invaders to the elder lords of the soil 
varied, it need hardly be said, in various countries. In some 
places, the Greeks became predominant, in number as well as 
in power; in others, they formed only a handful of settlers, 
who nevertheless Graecised the whole district. Thus in Arcadia 
and in Attica the tradition of the later Greeks did not forget 
that there had been no serious disturbance of the population. 
The Arcadians had lived in their country before the liirtli of 
the moon ; the people of Attica wmre children of the earth. In 
other words, there had been no unsettling conquest in those 
countries. The folks who lived there before the Gk’eeks came 
received Greek settlers in their midst, and gradually became 
G-reeks themselves. And in many other lands, though greater 
changes befell than in Attica and Arcadia, the elder inhabitants 
probably remained as numerous as the newcomers. There was 
fusion nearly everywhere ; and it is doubtful whether there 
is even one case in which we can speak of pure Greek 
blood. 

The old home of the Greek invaders, from which they 
gradually filtered into Greece, probably lay in the north- vrest 
regions of the Balkan peninsula. They were not a mere horde 
of roving shepherds ; their wealth doubtless consisted in flocks 
and herds, but they understood tillage, and w’ere a folk of 

^ 1. Its vigour is proved by its survival with comparatively little cbaiige. 
Thei'e is less difference between the Greek of to-day and the Greek of the days of 
Xenophon, than between the English of to-day and the English of Gower’s age. 
2. Its masterfulness is illustrated by the victory it gained over its Slavonic sister 
in the Middle Ages. The Slavs who settled in the Peloponnesus lost their own 
tongue and adopted Greek. It failed, however, to master Albanian. 
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settled habits. It is therefore to be presumed that there 
some cause, other than mere restlessness, for their southward 
migration ; and this cause is to be sought in the pressure of 
the Illyrians, their neighbours on the north, another people of 
Aryan speech like their own. We shall hardly go too 
back if we place the beginnings of the migration Well into the 
third millennium. And we must keep in view the fact that a 
parallel movement was going on throughout the same period 
in the eastern half of the Balkan peninsula. While the Greeks 
were being pressed forward in the west, the Phrygians ^Kiraiui to 
Trojans, who originally had dwellings in western Macedonia 
and southern Thrace, were being pressed forward in the east 
and v/ere filtering across the straits into Asia Minor. 
highly probable that the ultimate causes of all these movements 
in the peninsula were closely connected, but they lie wholly 
beyond our vision. 

The first important thing to gras|) about the coming of the 
Greeks into Greece is that it was not a single coming, but a 
series of successive comings. There is every reason to believe 
that this process of infiltration extended over centuries : each 
shock that they sustained from their northern neighbours 
caused a new movement southward. They did not sweep down 
in a great invading host ; they crept in, tribe by tribe, seekiug 
not political concpiest but new lands and homesteads. Thus 
we may be sure that north-western Greece, the lands of 
Acaniania, and Aetolia, were lands of Greek speech for many 
years before the conquest of the Peloponnesus began. Eut 
along with the directly southward movement into Epirus, there 
seems to have been also a south-easterly movement towards the 
north-west corner of the Aegean. The Macedonian Greeks, 
closely pressed by the Illyrians, settled on the lower waters of 
the river Axius, and perhaps it was this movement that drove 
the Phrygians eastward. The Achaeans, probably passing first 
through Epirus, found an abode in the country which was in 
after days to be known as Thessaly. 

But on the other hand there is no reason to suppose that 
the Greeks had spread over all northern Greece or completely 
conquered it before they began to pass into the southern 
peninsula. The first Greeks who had Settled in the Pelopon- 
nesus must have crossed by boat from the north-western shores 


40 


HISTORY OF GREECE 


CHAP. 


of tlie Coriiitliian Gulf ; and we may take it that the countries 
which were afterwards called Achaea, Elis, and Messeiiia, along 
with the Arcadian highlands, which form the centre of the 
peninsula, had begun to be hellenized at an earlier date than 
Laconia and Argolis. It was from the other side that Greeks 
first reached the coast of Argolis. From Thessaly and the 
north they found their w'ay down the side of eastern Greece, to 
Euboea and the shores of Attica and the Cyclad islands and 
lonians, the Argolic coast. Among the settlements in Attica^ some 
fS^s, ^ people called the lavones or 

Abantes{m loniaiis ; and they also settled in Argolis. The Dryopes and 
Phocians found habitations in the regions of llount Oeta and 
(Oadineans Mouut Parnassus. Other settlers penetrated from the north 
inBoeotia,)^'^^^ the fertile mountain-girt country which was not yet 
Boeotia. Among these the Minyae, who inhabited Orchomeniis 
ill the heroic age, are generally and perhaps rightly included ; 
though it is possible that “ Minyae ” represents the original 
name of the native people whom the Greek settlers hellenized. 

All this was a long and gradual process. It needed many 
years for the Greeks to blend with the older inhabitants and 
hellenize the countries in which they settled. In eastern 
Greece, where the Aegean civilisation flourished, the influence 
was reciprocal. While the Greeks gradually imposed their 
language on the native races, they learned from a civilisation 
which was more advanced than their own. Things shaped 
themselves differently in different places, according to the 
number of the Greek settlers and the power and culture of the 
native people. In some countries, as seemingly in Attica, a 
small number of Greek strangers leavened the whole population 
and spread the Greek tongue; thus Attica became Greek, but 
the greater part of its inhabitants were sprung, not from Greeks, 
but from the old people who lived there before the Greeks 
came. In other countries the invaders came in larger numbers, 
and the inhabitants were forced to make way for them. In 
Thessaly it would seem that the Greeks drove the Pelasgians 
back into one region of the country and spread over the 
rest themselves. We may say, at all events, that there wms a 
time for most lands in Greece when the Greek strangers and 
the native people lived side by side, speaking each their own 
^ Other settlers in Attica were the Cecropes ; see below, Chap. IT. sect. 1. 
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tongue and exercising a mutual influence wHcli was to end in 
the fusion of blood, out of wliicli the Greeks of history sprang. 

iSTo reasonable system of chronology can avoid the conclusion Orccks 
that Greeks had already begun to settle in the area of Aegean 
civilisation, when the Aegean civilisation of the bronze age 
was at its height. Coming as they came, they fell under its 
influence in a way which could not have been the case if they 
had swept down in mighty hordes, conquered the land by a 
few swoops, and destroyed or enslaved its peoples. It is 
another question how far the process of assimilation had 
already advanced when the lords of Mycenae and Orchomenus 
and the other royal strongholds built their hill-tombs ; and it 
is yet another whether any of these lords belonged to the race 
of the Greek strangers. To these questions we can give no 
positive answers ; but this much we know : in the twelfth 
century, if not sooner, the Greeks began to expand in a new 
direction, eastward beyond the sea ; and they bore with them 
to the coast of Asia the Aegean civilisation. That civilisation 
represents the environment of the heroic age of Greece. 

There can be little doubt that the mixture of the Greeks Creeh 
with the native peoples had a decisive effect upon the 
diff'erentiation of the Greek dialects. The dialects spoken by 
the first settlers in Thessaly, in Attica, in Arcadia, have some 
common characteristics ^ which tempt us to mark them as a 
group, and distinguish them from another set of dialects spoken 
by Greek folks which were to apj)ear somewhat later on the 
stage of history. We may conjecture that the first set of 
invaders spoke in their old home much the same idiom ; that 
this was differently modified in Thessaly and Boeotia, in Attica 
and Argolis, and the various countries where they settled ; and 
that many of the local"" peculiarities were developed in the 
mouths of the conquered learning the tongue of the conquerors. 

Sect. 5. Expaxsiox of the Geeeks to the Eastekh 
Aegean 

The first Greeks who sailed across the Aegean were the 
Achaeans and their fellows from the hills and plains of Thessaly 

^ Mncli stress should be laid on the change of r to before t after a vowel, 
which is common to Aeolian, Attic, Ionian, and Arcadian (and Cyprian). Arc. 
XlocreLddv, Att. Ilocrei^Oj', Ion. IIo<Tei5eW, Aeol. (Lesbos) Hoo'e/Saj'. 
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and the plain of the- Spercheus. Tlieir expeditions probably 
started from the land-locked bay of Pagasae/and tradition long 
afterwards associated the first'sea-ventnres of the Greeks with 
the port of lavolkosd 

Along with the Achaeans there sailed as comrades and allies; 
the Aeolians. Some, indeed believe that Aeolian ” was simply 
another name for Achaean'’;^ but it seems safer to regard the 
Aeolians as distinct from, though closely related to, the Achaeans. 
It is impossible to determine whether those who crossed the 
Aegean “were settlers in Thessaly, and not rather soiiie of the 
Aeolians who lived beyond the mountains by anotlier seaboard, 
on the northern shore of the Corinthian Gulf. We know that 
in early times these Aeolians were engaged in constant warfare 
with the Aetolians, who ultimately won the upper hand and 
gave their name to the whole country. And perhaps tlie 
pressure of these foes induced some of them to throw in their 
lot with the Achaeans who were sailing in search of new homes 
beyond the sea. 

It was to the northern part of Asia Minor, the island of 
Lesbos and the opposite shores, that the Achaean and Aeolian 
adventurers steered their ships. Here they planted tlie first 
Hellenic settlements on Asiatic soil — the begiiiiimg of a move- 
ment which, before a thousand years had passed away, was to 
carry Greek conquerors to the Indian Ocean. The coast-lands 
of western Asia Minor are, like Greece itself, suitable for tlie 
habitations of a sea-faring people. K series of river-valleys are 
divided by mountain chains which run out into promontories so 
as to form deep hays ; and the promontories are continued in 
islands. The valleys of the Hermns and the Caiciis are 
bounded on the north by a chain of hills -which runs out into 
Lesbos; the valley of the Hermus is parted from that of the 
Gayster by mountains ivhicli are prolonged in Chios ; and 
the valley of the Gayster is separated from the valley of the 

^ It may have been the first enterprises of these northern Greeks that gave birth 
to an early legend, the sailing of the Argo, manned Thessalian heroes, on the 
quest of the golden fleece ; and the story represented the Argo as the first ship 
ever made, as if the Greeks had been the first to burst into the waters of the 
Aegean. But afterwards, when Greek seamanship was seeking new quests in the 
Buxine, the legend took a new shape, and tile interest was transferred from the 
Aegean to the more perilous and more distant sea. 

AioXoj (AioXeiij) being a ‘‘short name” for *A%-ai6s. 
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Maeander by a chain which terminates in Samos. South of 
the Maeander valley there are bays and islands, but the moun- 
tains of the mainland are broken by no rivers. The Greek 
occupation of the lower waters of the Hermus and Caicus is 
known to us only by its results. The invaders won the coast- 
lands from the Mysian natives and seized a number of strong 
places which they could defend — Pitane, Myrina, Cyme, Aegae, 

Old Sinyriia. They pressed up the rivers, and on the Hermus 
they founded Magnesia under Mount Sipylus. All this, 
needless to say, was not done at once. It must have been a 
work of many years, and of successive expeditions from the 
mother-country. The only event which \ve can grasp, by 
fragment of genuine tradition lurking in a legend, is the capture f"' 
of the Lesbian town of Bresa. The story of the fair-cheeked 
maid of Bresa, of whom Agamemnon robbed Achilles, is the 
memorial of the Greek conquest of Lesbos. 

The Greeks made no settlement in the Troad. But in Twim 
occupying the country south of the Troad, they came into 
collision with the great Phrygian towui of Troy, or Ilios, as it 
was called from King Ilos, who perhaps wms its founder. We 
can easily understand that the lords of Troy — though we know 
not how far their power may have extended — would not look 
with favour on the arrival of the new settlers. There were 
weary wars. Then the mighty fortress fell ; and we need not 
doubt the truth of the legend wdiich records that it fell through 
Grecian craft or valour. The Phrygian power and the lofty 
stronghold of '' sacred Ilios made a deep impression on the 
souls of the Greek invaders ; and the strife, on whatever scale 
it really wms, blended by their imagination with the old 
legends of their gods, inspired the Achaean minstrels wdth new 
songs. Through their minstrelsy the struggle between the 
Phrygians and the Greek settlers assumed the proportion of a 
common expedition of all the peoples of Greece against the 
town of Troy ; and the Trojan war established itself in the 
belief of the Greeks as the first great episode in the everlasting 
debate between east and w^est. 

It is to be observed that the Greeks and Phrygians in that 
age do not seem to have felt that they were severed by any 
great contrast of race or manners. They were conscious 
perhaps of an affinity in language ; and they had the same 
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kind of civilisation. This fact comes out in the Homeric 
poems, where, though some specially Phrygian features are 
recognised, the Trojans might be a Greek folk and their heroes 
have Greek names and it bears witness to the constant 
intercourse between the Achaean colonists and their Phrygian 
neighbours. 

The Achaean wave of emigration was succeeded by another 
wave, flowing mainly from the coasts of Attica and Argolis, and 
new settlements were planted, south of the elder Achaean 
settlements. The two-pronged peninsula between the Hermiis 
and Cayster rivers, with the off-lying isle of Chios, the valleys 
of the Gayster and Maeander, with Samos and the peninsula 
south of Mount Latmos, were studded with communities wliicli 
came to form a group distinct from the older group in the 
north. Each group of settlements came to he called by a 
collective name. As the Achaeans were the most illustrious 
of the settlers in the north, one might expect to find the 
northern group known as Achaean. But it is not thus that 
names are given in primitive times. A number of cities or 
settlements, which have no political union and are merely 
associated together by belonging to the same race and speaking 
the same tongue, do not generally choose themselves a common 
name. It rather happens that wdien they get a common name 
it is given to them by strangers, who, looking from the outside, 
regard them as a group and do not think of the differences of 
which they are themselves more vividly conscious. And it 
constantly happens that the name of one member of the group 
is, by some accident, picked out and applied to the whole. 
Thus it befell that the Aeolian and not the Achaean name was 
selected to designate the northern division of the Greek settle- 
ments in Asia ; just as our own country came to be called not 
Saxony but England. The southern and larger group of 
colonies received the name of lavones — or I5nes, as they called 
themselves, when they lost the letter v. The lavones were, as 
we saw, a people who had settled on the coasts of Argolis and 
Attica, but there the name fell out of use, and perhaps passed 
out of memory, until on Asiatic soil it attained celebrity and 
re-echoed with glory to their old homes. 

But it would probably be a grave mistake to regard these 

^ Paris (Phrygian) = Alexander (Greek) is an instance of a double name. 
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Bistinction two groiips as well defined . from the first. To begin with, it 
frmpTmui Possible that they overlapped chronologically. The latest of 
the Aeolian settlements may have been founded siibseciiiently 
lappings. earliest of the Ionian. In the second place, the original 

homes of the settlers overlapped. Though the Aeolian colonies 
mainly came from the lands north of Mount Oeta — apart ixoiii 
those who came from Aetolia — they included some settlers, 
from the coasts of Epeotia and' Euboea. Thus Cyme in 
Aeolis derived its name from Euboeaii Cyme. And on the 
other hand, though the Ionian colonies were chiefly derived 
from the coasts of Attica and Argolis — apart from some con- 
tingents from Crete and other places in the south — there were 
also some settlers from the north. Thirdly, the two groups 
ran into each other geographically. Phocaea, for example, 
which is geographically in Aeolis, standing on the promontory 
north of the Heniius river, was included in Ionia. Its name 
shows that some of the men who colonised it were Phociaris. 
And some of the places in north Ionia — Teos, for instance — 
had received Achaean settlements first, and were then re-settled 
by lonians. In Chios, which was afterwards fully in Ionia, a 
language of Aeolic complexion was once spoken. 
lommi Of the foundation of the famous colonies of Ionia, of the 

which they ^vere founded, and of the relations of the 
settlers with the Lydian natives, we know as little as of the settle- 
ments of the Achaeans. Glazomenae and Teos arose on the 
north and south sides of the neck of the peninsula which runs 
out to meet Chios ; and Chios, on the east coast of her island, 
faces Erythrae on the mainland — Erytlirae, “ the crimson,'’ so 
called from its purple fisheries, the resort of Tyrian traders. 
Lebedus and Colophon lie on the coast as it retires eastward 
from Teos to reach the mouth of the Cayster ; and there was 
founded Ephesus, the city of Artemis. By the streams of the 
Cayster was a plain called the Asian meadow,” which destiny 
in some odd way selected to bestow a name upon one of the 
continents of the earth. South of Ephesus and on the northern 
slope of Mount Mycale was the religious gathering-place of the 
lonians, the temple of the Heliconian Poseidon, which, when 
once the lonians became conscious of themselves as a sort of 
nation and learned to glory in their common name, served to 
foster a sense of unity among all their cities from Phocaea in 
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the north to Miletus in the south. Samos faces Mount Myeale, 
and the worship of Hera, which was the religious feature of 
Samos, is thought to point to men of the southern Argos as 
participators in its original foundation. South of Myeale, the 
cities of Myus and Priene were planted on the Maeander. Then 
the coast retires to skirt Mount Latmos and breaks forward 
again to form the promontory, at the northern point of which 
was Miletus with its once splendid liarbour. There was one great 
inland city, Magnesia on the Maeander, which must not be 
confused with the inland Aeolian city. Magnesia on the Hermus. 

Though counted to Ionia, it was not of Ionian origin, for it was 
founded by the Magnetes, who seem to have been among the 
earliest Greek settlers in Thessaly. While the greater part of 
Ionian territory was won from Lydia, the Maeandrian towns 
and Miletus were founded on Lelegian soil. 

Settlers from Euboea and Boeotia took part in the colonisa- 
tion of Ionia, as well as the lonians of Argolis and Attica. In 
the regions of the Maeander, and southward from that river, 
the Greeks were brought into association with another race. 

The Leleges were now exposed to foes on the land side as well 
as on the sea side, for Carian highlanders came down from the The 
hills and began to occupy their lands. The Carians were of 
the same race as the Lydians, and in some places, at Miletus 
for example, they mixed with the Greek strangers.^ 

Meanwhile the Greek colonisation of the Aegean islands was Oonquest of 
going on at the same time. It is possible that before the end 
of the thirteenth century Greek invaders, perhaps Aehaeans from 

^ The following list will illustrate the Ionian colonisation. Phocaea 

Phocians ; Olazomenae—Cleonae and Phliiis ; Samos—Argolis ; Chios— Euboea ; 
Erythrae—Boeotia and Euboea ; Teos— (first, Aehaeans from Thessaly) Attica 
and Boeotia ; Lebedos — Boeotia ; Colophon— Pjios (in Messenia) ; Ephesus — 

Argolis, and various; Priene — Cadmeans and Arcadians; Myus — -Attica; 

Miletus— Attica. These twelve cities were called the Ionian dodecapolis. The 
best test of Ionian race was the celebration of the feast of Apaturia; and the 
fact that this feast was not held at Ephesus and Colophon shows that the Ionian 
element in these cities was very small. The Ionian dialect embraces the idioms 
Aviiich were spoken in Euboea, the Cyclad islands, and the Ionian colonies. 

Euboeaii speech was much influenced by neighbouring dialects (especially the 
Boeotian) ; but the language of the Cyclades is close enough to that of Ionia, one 
of the chief difierences being that Ionia lost the spiritus a^er, Herodotus says 
that there were four distinct sub-dialects in Ionia itself. He probably refers to 
the speech of the common people. So far as the evidence of inscriptions goes, the 

local difierences in the wTitten language were insignificant. ^ 
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Thessalj, had reached Crete and sacked the palace of Cnossiis. 
Some curious records which have been discovered in distant 
Egypt have been supposed to bear upon the occupation of the 
islands. We learn that the throne of Meriiptali was shaken 
by a joint invasion of Libyans and the peoples of the iiortln 
A generation later, another invasion is recorded in the reign of 
Eams’es III. ; the peoples of the north threaten Egypt from the 
east. The Egyptian records mention the names of some of 
the northern peoples in both invasions, but .the names teach us 
little. , There is not much likelihood in the view that some of 
the invaders were Greeks. The day was to come when Greeks 
would fight in Egypt as mercenary soldiers; a day, more 
distant still, was to come when Egypt would be ruled by 
Grecian lords ; but the twelfth century is too early an age to 
find Greek adventurers on the shores of Africa. But there are 
certain significant words in the record of the second invasion : 

The islands were unquiet.” It is not imiiatiiral or overbold 
to refer this to islands of the Aegean. And if so, the Libyan 
invasion of Egypt is an echo of the Greek conquest of the 
islands. But it is not the Greek conquerors who sail to 
Libya ; it is the islanders whom they conquer and dispossess. 
It would be unwise, however, to build any historical theory 
upon the Egyptian notices, even though we consider it tolerably 
certain that people from the regions of the Aegean are referred 
to. Perhaps the best commentary on the question is a passage 
in the Odyssey, which suggests that it was not an uncommon 
event for Cretan freebooters to make a descent on the Egyptian 
coast and carry off plunder. 

The Greek settlers brought with them their poetry and 
their civilisation to the shores of Asia. Their civilisation is 
revealed to us in their poetry, and we find that it is identical 
in its main features, and in many minor respects, with the 
civilisation which has been laid bare in the ruins of Mycenae 
and other places in elder Greece. The Homeric poems show 
us, ill feet, a later stage of the civilisation of the heroic age. Tlie 
Homeric palace is built on the same general plan as the palaces 
that have been found at Mycenae and Tiryns, at Troy and 
in the Oopaic lake. The equipment of the Homeric heroes 
and the Homeric shield receive instructive illustration from 
works of Mycenaean art. Thus the scene of the leaguered 
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city on the silver beaker is an admirable illustration of the 
siege which was represented on the shield of Achilles ; and 
that shield assumes the art of inlaying, of which some dagger- 
blades discovered at Mycenae show* us brilliant examples. The 
blue inlaid frieze in the vestibule of the hall of Tiryns proves 
that the poet’s frieze of cyanus in the hall of Alcinous was not 
a fancy : and he describes as the cup of ISTestor a gold cup 
with doves perched on the handles, such as one which was found 
in a royal tomb at Mycenae, There is indeed one striking 
difference in custom. The Mycenaean tombs reveal no trace 
of the habit of burning the dead, which the Homeric Greeks 
invariably practised ; while, beyond wdiat is implied in a single 
mention of embalming, the poems completely ignore the practice 
of burial. In later times both customs existed in Greece side 
by side.^ The most reasonable conclusion seems to be that 
burning was the practice of the Greek invaders ; and the 
poems prove that, while otherwise they had freely adopted the 
Aegean civilisation, they still clave to their own way of 
bestowing the dead. But with this exception, the culture of 
the Homeric Achaeans seems to have corresponded in its more 
important features with the last period of the culture of Mycenae. 

The circumstance lhat no remains of Aegean civilisation 
have been found in Ionia or Aeolis like those which have been 
discovered in Greece and the islands, has been already observed; 
and the inference w’as drawn that this civilisation did not gain 
a footing in these coast-lands before the time of the Greek 
settlements. But it must not be said that the argument 
from the absence of such remains applies equally to the Greek 
settlers, and proves that they cannot have brought a civilisation 
of this kind to Asia Minor. For the sites on which the 
Greeks established themselves were continuously occupied 
throughout history, and therefore we cannot expect to find 
such archaeological remains as we find in sites which decayed 
or were deserted at the end of the heroic age.^ But one ex- 
ceptional discovery confirms our inferences from the Homeric The necro- 
poems as to the nature of Ionian civilisation. Under Mount 
Mycale, not far from the gathering-place of the lonians, there 

^ 111 some tombs in tlie island of Salamis, dating from the very end of the 
Mycenaean age, the cnstoni of cremation begins to appear. 

Compare the case of Argos above, p. 33. 
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has been found a graveyard, which archaeologists designate as 
‘‘ late Mycenaean,” It clearly belongs to the early period of 
the Gkeek settlements. 

Two important conclusions follow. One is that by the 
twelfth century the Greeks had assimilated and were partici- 
pators in the civilisation of the Aegean ; and it is to be pre- 
sumed that among the settlers who carried that civilisation to 
the Asian coast there were many who though they had learned 
Greek speech did not belong to the Greek race. The other 
conclusion which emerges is that, whatever fate befell the 
Mycenaean civilisation in the mother-country, it cannot be said 
to have died either a sudden or a slow death ; for it continued 
without a break in the new Greece beyond the seas, and 
developed into that luxurious Ionian civilisation which meets 
us some centuries later, when we come into the clearer light 
of recorded history. hTew elements w-ere added in the nieari- 
tiiTie; intercourse wdth Phrygia and Syria, for example, brought 
new influences to hear ; but the permanent framework was the 
heritage from the ancient folks of the Aegean. 


Sect. 6. The Latek Wave of Gueek Invasion 

The colonisation of the Asiatic coasts and islands extended 
over some hundreds of years, and it was doubtless accelerated 
and promoted at certain stages of its progress by changes and 
dislocations which were happening in the mother -country. 
The ultimate cause of these movements, which affected almost 
the wdiole of Greece from north to south, was probably the 
pressure of the Illyrians : hut w^e have no means of determin- 
ing how these movements were related to one another as 
cause and effect; so that, although we may suspect their inter- 
dependence, it is safer to treat them as separate and distinct. 

The downward pressure of the Illyrians was fatal to Aetolia. 
In the Homeric poems we have a reflected glimpse of the pro- 
sperity of the Aetolian coast-land. We see that ''Pleuron by 
the sea and rocky Calydon” and the other strong cities of 
that region were abreast of the civilisation of the heroic age ; 
and the Aetolian myth of Meleager and the hunting of the 
Calydonian boar became a part of the heritage of the national 
legend of Greece. Maritime Aetolia was then a land of wune; 
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its pride in its vineyards is displayed in the name of its mythic {Oemmaus, 
kings. But in the later ages of Greek history all this is 
changed. We find Aetolia regarded as a half- barbarous 
country, the abode of men who speak indeed a Greek tongue, 
but have lagged ages and ages behind the rest of Greece in 
science and civilisation. We find the neighbouring countries 
in the same case. Epirus, or the greater part of it, had 
been' hellenized when the worship of Zeus was introduced at 
Pelasgian Dodona, to become famous and venerable throughout 
the Greek world. Suddenly it lapses into comparative bar- 
barism, and the sanctuary of Dodona remains a lonely outpost. 

The explanation ef this falling away is the irruption and con- 
quest of Illyrian invaders. It was not through laziness or 
degeneracy, or through geographical disadvantages, that the 
Greeks of Epirus and Aetolia fell out of the race ; it was 
because they were overwhelmed by a rude and barbarous 
people, who swamped their civilisation instead of assimilat- 
ing it. The Aetolians and Epirots of history are mainly of 
Illyrian stock. 

This invasion naturally drove some of the Greek inhabit- The 
ants to seek homes elsewhere. It was easy to cross the gulf, 
and Aetolian emigrants made their way to the river Peneus, 
where they settled and took to themselves the name of Eleans 
or ''Dalesmen.'’ They won dominion over the Epeans, the 
first Greek settlers ; and gradually extended their power to 
the Alpheus. Their land was a tract of downs with a harbour- 
less coast, and they never became a maritime power. The 
people ill this western plain of the peninsula were distin- 
guished by their veneration of Pelops, a god who, though his 
name is Greek, perhaps represents a native deity. His wor- 
ship had taken deep root at Pisa on the banks of the river 
Alpheus. It was a spot which in a later age, when the 
Greeks had spread over-seas into distant lands, was to become 
one of the holiest seats of Greek religion, where the greatest 
of the Aryan, the siipremest of the Hellenic, gods was to draw 
to his sacred precinct men from all quarters of the Greek 
world, to do him honour with sacrifices and games. But even 
when Pisa had come to be illustrious as Olympia, even 
when the temple and altar of the Olympian Zeus had eclipsed 
all other associations of the place, Pelops still received his 
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offering. He was degraded indeed to the rank of a hero — a 
fate which befell many other old deities to whom early legend 
had given no place in Olympus among the divine sons and 
daughters of Zeus. But though Pelops himself was remem- 
bered only as a legendary figure, except in one or two places 
like Olympia where his old worship survived, his name is 
living still in one of the most familiar geographical names of 
Greece.^ It is in the regions near the mouth of the Coriiitliiaii 
Gulf, where the existence of the bridge at Corinth may be 
easily unremembered, that men would be most tempted to 
call the great peninsula an island. And so, when Pelops 
was still widely worshipped, the most honoured god on the 
western coast, the name ''island of Pelops” orginated on that 
side — not, probably in the peninsula itself, but on the opposite 
shores, in Aetolia for example ; and then it made its way into 
universal use and clung henceforward to southern Greece. 

The pressure of the Illyrians in Epirus led to two move- 
ments of great consequence, the Thessalian and the Boeotian 
migration. There is nothing to show decisively that these two 
movements happened at the same time or were connected with 
each other. A folk named Petthaloi, but called by men of 
other dialects Thessaloi, crossed the hills and settled in the 
western corner of the land which is bounded by Pelioii and 
Pindus. They gained the upper hand and spread their sway 
over northern Argos. They drove the Achaeans southwards 
into the mountains of Phthia, and henceforward these Achaeans 
play no part of any note in the history of Greece. The Thes- 
salian name soon spread over the whole country, which is 
called Thessaly to the present day. Cranon, Pagasae, Larisa, 
and Plierae became the seats of lords who reared horses and 
governed the surrounding districts. The conquered people 
were reduced to serfdom and were known as the Labourers ; 
they cultivated the soil, at their own risk, paying a fixed 
amount to their lords ; and they had certain privileges ; they 
could not be sold abroad or arbitrarily put to death. But 
they gained one victory over their conquerors ; the Achaean 
language prevailed. The Thessalians gave up their own idiom 
and learned, not indeed without modifying, the speech of their 

^ Some suppose tliat Pelops is tlie eponymous ancestor of a people called tlie 
Pelopes, and that Peloponnesus meant the island of the Pelopes. 
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subjects, so that the dialect of historic Thessaly bears a close 
resemblance to the tongue which we find spoken by the 
Achaean settlers in Asia Minor. When they had estab- 
lished themselves in the lands of the Peneus, the Thessalians 
pressed northward against the Perrhaebi, eastward against the 
Magnetes, and southward against the Achaeans of Phthia, and 
reduced them all to tributary subjection. We know almost 
nothing of the history of the Thessalian kingdoms ; in later 
times we find the whole country divided into four great divi- 
sions : Thessaliotis, in the south-west, the quarter which may 
have been the first settlement and home of the Thessalian in- 
vaders; Phthiotis of the Achaeans in the south; Pelasgiotis, 
a name which records the survival of the Pelasgians, one of 
the older peoples ; and Histiaeotis, the land of the Histiaeans, 
who have no separate identity in history. All the lordships 
of the land were combined in a very loose political organisa- 
tion, which lay dormant in times of peace ; but through which, 
to meet any emergency of wmr, they could elect a common 
captain, with the title of tago%. 

But all the folk did not remain to fall under the thraldom 
imposed by the new lords. A portion of the Achaeans 
migrated southward to the Peloponnesus. The Achaean tu sMe- 
wanderers were probably accompanied by their neighbours the 
Hellenes, who lived on the upper waters of the river Sper- Achmans 
cheus. The Achaeans and Hellenes together founded settle- 
ments along the strip of coast which forms the southern side 
of the Corinthian Gulf ; and the whole country was called 
Achaea. Thus there w^ere two Achaean lands, the old Achaea 
in the north, now shrunk into the mountains of Phthia, and 
the new Achaea in the south ; while in the land which ought 
to have been the greatest Achaea of all, the Asiatic land in 
which the poetry of Europe took shape, the Achaean name 
was merged in the less significant title of Aeolis. There was lUsUaea 
also apparently a movement to Euboea, in consequence of the 
Thessalian invasion: according to tradition, Histiaea in in Euioea, 
north of the island and Eretria in the centre owed their origin 
to settlers from Thessaly, and there is independent evidence others. 
that there was truth in this tradition. 

The lands of Helicon and Cithaeron experienced a similar ,. 
shock to that which unsettled and changed the lands of 
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Olympus and Otlirys; but tbe results were not the same. 
The old home of the Boeotians was in Mount Boeoii in Epirus : 
the mountain gave them their name. Their dialect was prob- 
ably closely akin to the original dialect of the Thessalians, 
being marked by certain characters which enable us to dis- 
tinguish roughly a “north-western’’ group of dialects from 
those spoken by the earliest invaders of G-reece. Coming 
from the west, or north, the Boeotians first occupied places in 
the west of the land which they were to make their ownd 
From Chaeronea and Coronea, they -won Thebes which wms 
held by an old folk called the Cadmeans. Thence they sought 
to spread their powder over the wdiole land. They spread their 
name over it, for it was called Boeotia, hut they did not 
succeed in winning full domination as rapidly as the Thes- 
salians succeeded in Thessaly. The rich lords of Orchomenus 
preserved their independence for hundreds of years, and it 
was not till the sixth century that anything like a Boeotian 
unity was established. ’The policy of the Boeotian conquerors, 
who W'ere perhaps comparatively few in number, w'as unlike 
that of the Thessalians ; the conquered coiiimunities W’^ere not 
reduced to serfdom. On the other hand they did not, like 
the Thessalians, adopt or adapt the speech of the older in- 
habitants ; but the idioms of the conquerors and conquered 
coalesced and formed a new Boeotian dialect. 
im^yidse The Boeotian conquest, there can he little doubt, caused 
some of the older peoples to wander forth to other lands ; and 
conquest to it may explain the participation of the Cadmeans and the men 
miguUion, Lebadea and others in some of the Ionian settlements. 
Moreover the coming of the Boeotians probably unsettled some 
of the neighbouring peoples, and drove them to change their 
abodes.‘^ 

West of Boeotia, in the land of the Phocians amid the 

^ The Greeks, when they came to meditate on their history, neatly connected 
the Boeotian with the Thessalian conquest as effect with cause. They thought, 
and attempted to prove, that the Boeotians lived in Thessaly and moved soiitii- 
ward under the pressure of the Thessalians. There is certainly something to be 
said for the view that the Boeotians, before they reached Boeotia, sojourned for 
a while in Thessaly. 

2 The Abantes are said to have moved from Phocis to north Euboea ; the 
Dry opes from the regions of Mount Oeta to south Euboea, whence they colonised 
Asine and Hermione on the Argolic coast. It is most difficult to determine the 
position of the Phocians amid these movements. 
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regions of Mount Parnassus, there were dislocations of a less 
simple kind. Hither came the Dorians, who, though we can- The 
not set our finger on their original home, belonged to the same 
“north-western’’ group of the G-reek race as the Thessalians 
and Boeotians. For a while, it would seem, a large space of 
mountainous country between, Mount Oeta and the Corinthian 
Gulf, including a great part of Phoeis, became Dorian land. 

But it is not certain that the Dorians, when they came, had 
any purpose of making an abiding home in these regions ; they 
were perhaps only travelling to find a goodlier country in the 
south, and were unable to cross to the Peloponnesus, because 
the Achaeans barred the way. At all events the greater part 
of them soon went forth to seek fairer abodes in distant places. 

But a few remained behind in the small basin-like district Boris. 
between Mount Oeta and Mount Parnassus, where they pre- 
served the illustrious Dorian name throughout the course of 
Grecian history in which they never played a part. It would 
seem that the Dorians also took possession of Delphi, the The 
“ rocky threshold ” of Apollo, and planted some families there 
who devoted themselves to the service of the god. After the ci DeiFd. 
departure of the Dorian wanderers, the Phocians could breathe Phods. 
again ; but Doris was lost to them, and Delphi, which, as we 
shall see, they often essayed to recover. And the Phocians 
had to reckon with other neighbours. In later times we find 
the Locrians split up into three divisions, and the Phocians 
wedged in between. One division, the Ozolian Locrians, are (i) 
on the Corinthian Gulf, to the west of Phoeis ; the other two 
divisions are on the Euboean sea, to the north-east of Phoeis. Opuvtian, 
The Ozolians were one of the most backward peoples of Greece, ^clemfdku. 
and perhaps we may ascribe their retarded civilisation to the 
same cause which ruined Aetolia — an influx of Illyrian bar- 
barians. This would at the same time account for the Locrian 
dislocation. The Ozolian was the original Locris; and some 
of its inhabitants, when the danger caiiie, sought new abodes 
on the northern sea. But they were unable to hold a con- 
tinuous strip, as the Phocians wanted an outlet to the sea, and 
so they were severed into the Locrians of Thronion and the 
Locrians of Opus. 

The departure of the Dorians from the regions of Parnassus 
was probably gradual, and it was accomplished by sea. They 
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built ships — perhaps the name of Jsaiipactiis, tlie place of 
the sMp-biiilcling;’ is a record of their ventures ; and tliej 
sailed round the Peloponnesus to the south-eastern parts of 
Greece. The first band of adventurers brought a new element 
to Crete, the island of many races ; others settled in Thera, 
and in Melos. Others sailed away eastward, beyond the limits 
of the Aegean, and found a home on the southern coast of 
Asia Minor, where, surrounded by barbarians and forgotten by 
the Greek world, they lived a life apart, taking no share in 
the history of Hellas. But they preserved their Hellenic 
speech, and their name, the Pamphylians, recorded their Dorian 
origin, being the name of one of the three tribes by which the 
Dorians were everywhere recognised. 

The next conquests of the Dorians were in the Peloponnesus. 
They had found it impossible to attack on the north and west: 
they now essayed it on the south and east. There were three 
distinct conquests — the conquest of Laconia, the conquest of 
Argolis, the conquest of Corinth. The Dorians took possession 
of the rich vale of the Eurotas, overthrew the lords of Amyclae, 
and keeping tlieir own Dorian stock pure from the mixture of 
alien blood, reduced all the inhabitants to the coiidition of 
subjects. We cannot say how far the fusion between the 
Hellene and the pre-Hellenic folk had progressed before the 
Dorian came ; but w'e may suppose that the princes of Amyclae 
were then of Greek stock.^ It seems probable that the Dorian 
invaders who subdued Laconia were more numerous than the 
Dorian invaders elsewhere. The eminent quality which dis- 
tinguished the Dorian from other branches of the Greek race 
was that which we call '' character ” ; and it was in Laconia 
that this quality most fully displayed and developed itself, foi' 
here the Dorian seems to have remained more purely Dorian. 
How far the Laconian dialect represents the original dialect of 
the Dorians we cannot decide. But the Dorians of Laconia 
are perhaps the only peo|)le in Greece who can be said to have 
preserved in any measure the purity of their Greek blood." 

Ill Argolis the course of things ran otherwise. The in- 

^ Tills is suggested by the fact that the emigrants to Cyprus (see belou', p. 61 ) 
carried the worship of the Aniyclaean Apollo thither. 

^ It must he observed, however, that one of the royal houses at Sparta seems 
to have descended from the pre-Dorian settlers. 
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vaders, wlio landed under a king named Temenos, had doubtless 
a hard fight ; but their conquest took the shape not of sub- 
jection but of amalgamation. The Argive state -was indeed 
organised on the Dorian system, with the three Dorian tribes — 
the Hylleis, Pampliyli, and Dymanes ; but otherwise few traces 
of the conquest remained. It is to the time of this conquest 
that the overthrow of Mycenae may best be referred; and 
here, as in the case of Amyclae, it seems probable that the old 
native dynasty had already given place to Greek lords. Certain 
it is that both Mycenae and Tiiyns were destroyed suddenly 
aiid set on fire. Henceforward Argos under her lofty citadel ^fo^^lrfsses 
was to be queen of the Argive plain. Greater indeed was the of Mycenae 
feat which the Dorians wrought in their southern conquest, the tiryns. 
feat of making lowly Sparta, without citadel or wall, the queen 
of the Laconian vale. 

Dorian ships were also rowed up the Saronic Gulf. It was Conquest of 
the adventure of a prince whom the legend calls Errant, the 
■son of Eider. He landed in the Isthmus and seized the high 
hill of Acrocoriiith, the key of the peninsula. This was the 
making of Corinth. Here, as in Argolis, there was no sub- 
jection, no distinction between the conquerors and the con- 
quered. The geographical position of Corinth between her 
seas determined for her people a career of commerce, and her 
history shows that the Dorians had the qualities of bold and 
skilful traders. For a time Corinth seems to have been de- 
pendent on Argos, ^ whose loower was predominant in the 
eastern Peloponnesus for more than three hundred years. 

The ilegean civilisation declined and seemed almost to die con-- 
out in the Peloponnesus, in Thessaly, and in Boeotia. I^ 
would be rash to ascribe this entirely to the havoc of wdJ: 
brought upon these countries by the Dorian, Thessalian, 

Boeotian conquests, or to the rude spirit of the conquerors, 

rrn • ■ T T . . T . , , , , r , conquest of 

iliese causes were indeed operative, and it is probable that ijoHans, 
they were especially effective in Laconia; but it must be re- 

T T T • A • colomsa- 

membered that in Attica too, where no invaders came, there 
was a break with the old civilisation. We are not in a 
position to attempt to explain the change; but we may believe 

111 Iliad, Bk. vi. Bellerophoii (of Coriiitli) is a dependant of King Proetiis 
of Argos. Ill tlie Catalogue (Bk. ii.) Agamemnon, lord of Argos, rules Epliyre 
(tlie old name of Corintli). 
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that more causes than one were at work. We may suspect 
that the civilisation of the Peloponnesus and the western 
Aegean was already declining at the time of the Dorian con- 
quest, and that the conquest was facilitated hy the decline. 
And we may see one cause of the decline in the Achaean and 
Ionian movements from the western to the eastern shores of 
the Aegean. This migration, beginning before, and continuing 
after, the Dorian conquest, must have taken some of the most 
quickening and vigorous elements from the older country. 
Moreover there was a decline of the Aegean sea-power about 
the time of the Dorian invasion ; and trade was beginning to 
pass, not entirely but partially, into the hands of the merchants 
of Phoenicia. On the other hand the break in civilisation 
might easily be exaggerated ; and it is well to bear in mind 
such a striking point of continuity in art as the derivation of 
the entablature of tlie Doric temple, with its characteristic 
arrangement of metox^es and triglyphs, from the frieze of the 
heroic age, like that which decorated the palace of Tiryns. 
The Doric column can also be derived from the column of the 
Mycenaean builders ; and the plan of the Greek temj)le cor- 
responds to the arrangement of hall and portico in the palaces 
of the heroic age. 

Bkyon and From Argos the Dorians made two important settlements 
Phhus. north, on the river Aso]dus — Sicydii on its lower, and 

M8a= Phliiis on its upper, banks. And beyond Mount Geraneia, 

Megara. another Dorian city arose, we know not how, on the command- 

ing hill which looks down upon the wm.stern shore of Salamis. 
Its name was Nisa. But the hill had been crowned by a 
royal palace in the heroic age, and so the ]3lace came to he 
called Megara, "‘the Palace,” and in historical times no other 
name was known, though the old name^ lurked in the name 
Msis of the harbour Hisaea. In later days, Dorian Megara was 
mroour. associated politically with the Peloponnesus rather than with 
northern Greece, but in early days it was reckoned as part of 
Boeotia, separated though it was from that country by the 
western portion of the massive range of Cithaeron. 

The island, whose conical mountain in the midst of the 
Saronic waters is visible to all the coasts around, also became 
Aegina a Dorian land. Aegina was conquered by Dorian settlers from 

dorked. 

^ Preserved in the Catalogue in the Iliad, Bh, ii. I. 508. 
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Epidaiinis. Here too there was doubtless a fusion of the old 
inhabitants and the new settlers ; and we may be snte that it 
had been before, as it was after, the change, an island of bold 
and adventurous sailors. 

In Crete and Laconia we meet, as we shall see, some 
peculiar institutions, which seem to have been characteristically 
Dorian, but are not found in Argos or Corinth. Yet all the 
Dorian settlements remembered their common Dorian origin ; 
and the conquerors of Laconia at least looked with emotions 
of filial piety towards the little obscure Doris in the highlands 
of Parnassus, as their mother-country. The evidence of the three 
Dorian tribes might help to maintain the consciousness of a 
Dorian section of Greece ; but it was perhaps the rise of a new 
Doris, on the other side of the Aegean, that elevated the Dorian 
name into permanent national significance. 

The conquest of the eastern Peloponnesus was followed by Xevj imis 
a second Dorian expansion beyond the seas and a colonisation 
of the Asiatic coast, to the south of the Ionic settlements. We 
have already seen how these Lelegian lands were being occupied The Lcieges 
by a new people, the Garians, who spread down to the border of 
Lycia and pressed the older inhabitants into the promontory MyncUaM 
which faces the island of Galymna. Here the Leleges parti- 
cipated in the latest stages of the Aegean civilisation, as we Chrmiber- 
know by the pottery and other things which have been dis- 
covered at Termera in chamber-tombs. These round tombs, 
not hewn out of the earth, like the vaulted sepulchres of ^ 

Mycenae, but built above ground, are found in many parts of 
the peninsula and remain as the most striking memorial of the 
Leleges. 

The bold promontories below Miletus, the islands of Cos 
and Ehodes were occupied by colonists from Argolis, Laconia, ; 

Corinth, and Crete. On the mainland Halicarnassus was 
the most important Dorian settlement, but it was formed in 
concert with the Carian natives, and \vas half Carian. This 
new Doris eclipsed in fame, and shed a new lustre on, the old 
Doris under Mount Oeta ; all the settlements were independent, 
but they kept alive their communion of interest and sentiment 
by the common worship of the Triopian Apollo. The Carians ama. 
were a vigorous people. They impressed themselves upon 
their land, and soon men began to forget that it had not been 
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always Caria. They took to the sea, and formed a maritime 
power of some strength, so that in later ages a tradition was 
abroad that there was once upon a time a Cariaii sea-supremacy, 
though no one could mention anything that it achieved. The 
Carians also claimed to have made contributions to the art of 
war by introducing shield-handles, and the crested helmet, and 
the emblazoning of shields — claims which we cannot test. 

The Greek fringe of western Asia Minor was complete. It 
was impossible for Doris to creep round the corner and join 
l/ycki, hands with Pamphylia ; for the Lycians presented an insuper- 
able barrier. The Lycians were not a folk of Aryan speech, 
as a widely-spread error supposes them to have been ; their 
language is related to the Carian. Their proper name was 
Trihmili ; but the name Lycian seems to have been given them 
by others as well as by the Greeks who recognised in the chief 
Tremilian deity their own Apollo Lykios.^ But, though Lycia 
was not colonised, the Aegean was now entirely within the 
Greek sphere, excepting only its northern margin, where Greek 
enterprise in the future was to find a difficult field. It is im- 
portant to observe that the process by which Asiatic Greece 
was created differs in character from the Dorian invasion of 
the Peloponnesus. The settlements of Ionia and Doris are 
examples of colonisation. Bands of settlers went forth from 
their homes to find new habitations for themselves, but they 
left a home-country behind them. The Dorian movements, 
on the other hand, partake of the character of a folk-wandering. 
The essential fact is that a whole people dispersed to seek new 
‘fields and pastures. Por the paltry remnant which remained 
in the sequestered nook beyond Parnassus could not be called 
the parent-people except by courtesy ; the people, as a whole, 
had gone elsewhere. 

Before the completion of the Greek occupation of the 
western coast of Asia Minor, another migration left the shores 
The Grech of the Pelopoiiiiesus to seek a more distant home. Cyprus, an 
tioTqr island whose geographical position marks it out to be contested 
ayjrnis, between three continents, wms now to receive European settlers. 
We have seen that throughout the bronze age it played an 

^ This fact need not exclude the Tiew (approved by some high authorities) 
that the Rii-ka, who appear as invaders of Egypt in the reigns of Ramses II. and 
Mernptah, were Lycians (Riika==Lyka). 
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important part in supplying tlie Aegean countries with copper, 
and its tombs bear witness that it shared in the Aegean 
civilisation. It was destined, however, to play a greater 
part in the world's debate as a wrestling -ground between 
the European and the Asiatic ; and the first Europeans who 
went forth for the struggle were Peloponnesian Greeks whom, 
we may suspect, the events of the Dorian invasion incited to 
wander. Much about the same time the Phoenicians also Phoemdan 
began to plant settlements in the island, mainly in the centre — 



Amathus, Citioii, Idalion, Tamassus, Lapathus — and some places 
seem to have been colonised jointly by Phoenicians and Greeks, 
just as on the coast of Asia Minor Greeks and Carians mingled. 
The Greeks brought their Aegean civilisation, now in a decadent 
stage, with them, and abundant relics of it have been found. 
But a new Cypriot culture arose out of the intermingling of 
the two races ; and the Greeks, under Phoenician iiiflueiice, 
became so zealous in the worship of Aphrodite that she was 
universally known as the Cyprian goddess. 

The settlers in Cyprus spoke the Arcadian dialect, but this 
does not prove that their old homes were in Arcadia. Before 
the Dorians came and developed new dialects, the Arcadian 


Graeco- 
Phoeiiiman 
civil'isatmi 
in Ci/j)rL(s. 


A})hrodite 

Cyjrris. 

Cyprifit 

lAalect. 
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speech with but slight variations prevailed in the coast-lands 
as well as in the centre of the Peloponnesus ; and some of the 
Cypriot Greeks went forth from Laconia and Argolis.^ Some 
sailed from Salamis in the Attic bay and gave their name to 
Salamis in Cyprus. The colonists in their distant island 
might pride themselves on taking a step in advance of the 
rest of the Greek world — but it was a step which they had 
Cypriot better have left un taken. They found there a mode of 

syUahanj, wliich each syllable of a word was represented by a 

sign. This syllabic system, which had been used in Cj^priis 
during the bronze age, was ill adapted to express the Greek 
language ; but the colonists adapted it to their use. And 
although nothing is clumsier than a Greek writing in the 
Cypriot character, yet the Greeks of Cyprus clung to it 
when the rest of their race had learned the use of a finer 
instrument. 

As for the chronology of all these movements which went 
Chrono- to the making of historical Greece, v'e must be content wdth 
Wii’ approximate limits : — 


Achaean colonisation '] 

Fall of Cnossus 
Fall of Troy 

Beginnings of Ionian colonisation 
Thessalian conquest 
Boeotian conquest 

Dorian conquest of Crete and islands 
Dorian conquest of eastern Peloponnesus j 
Colonisation of Cyprus . . . lltii century. 

Continuation of Ionian colonisation . lOth century. 
Dorian colonisation of Asia Minor . lOtli century. 



Sect. 7. Homee 

The Xo Greek folk has laid Europe under a greater debt of grati- 

tude than the Achaeans, for the Achaeans originated epic poetry, 
and the beginning of European literature goes back to them. 
But the supreme inspiration came to their minstrels on Asiatic 

^ Paphos seems to have been an Arcadian, Lapatbus a Laconian, and Curion 
an Argolic, foundation. But doubtless each settlement was mixed. Tradition 
connected the Cj’^priot Soli with Attica. 
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soil. They went forth from their Thessalian homes, bearing in 
their souls poetical legends, and that most precious of posses- 
sions, the rhythm of their six-footed verse. Their toils and 
adventures in settling in a new land, and their struggles with 
the Phrygians, gave a fresh impulse to poetic creation, and the 
old tales of the gods of nature were transfigured into historical 
myths. Deities, in this transformation, took upon themselves 
the guise of heroes — men of divine parentage ; and the eternal 
processes of nature with which the old tales dealt were changed 
into human conflicts, in which the oiiginal motive was dis- 
guised. It was thus that the myth of Achilles and Agamemnon 
at the siege of Troy grew up. Achilles was a sea-god, son of 
Thetis, goddess of the sea. Agamemnon was likewise a god ; ^ Histoncai 
and the same deity appears, fighting on the Trojan side, as the 
sun-god Memnon, son of the Morning. In both cases the sea- 
god is his antagonist. Achilles slays Memnon : the historical tm/tM iii 
motive is that they are ranged on opposite sides in the war. 

Again, he is wroth with Agamemnon, and will not serve him. 

Here an event of actual history is introduced as the motive of 
that high wrath. Agamemnon has taken away for himself 
the maiden whom Achilles had won at the capture of the 
Lesbian Bresa ; and the cajpture of Bresa was an actual event. 

Thus were legend and history blended into poetical myth. 

When once the first step was taken, the legend of the siege 
was developed and elaborated as a history, without any regard 
to the primitive motive, which was wholly forgotten. In the 
early lays the Trojan story seems to have ended with the 
death of Hector. The original conception was not the tale 
of a siege which found its consummation in the fall of the 
fortress ; the siege was rather the setting for the strife between 
Agamemnon and Achilles, between Achilles and Hector. The 
story of Troy’s fall and the wooden horse is a later invention. 

It almost looks as if the Achillean myth was created before 
the destruction of Troy; for if it had originated afterwards, 
the impression of the catastrophe could hardly have failed to 
produce an echo in the first lays. 

It was, perhaps, ill the eleventh century, at Smyrna or /^r.s^ 

some other Aeolian town, that the nucleus of the was 
composed, on the basis of those older lays, by a poet whom ?). 

^ He was worsliipped as Zeus Agamemnon at Sparta. 
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we may call the first Homer, though it is not probable that 
he was the poet who truly bore that name. He sang in the 
Achaean, or as it came to be called the Aeolian, tongue. His 
poem was the Wrath of Achilles and the Heath of Hector,, 
and it forms only the smaller part of the Iliad. It was not 
The second till the ninth century that the Iliad really came into being. 
f commit ) Then a poet of supreme genius arose, and it may be that he 
was the singer whose name was actually Homer. This famous 
name has the humble meaning of ''hostage,” and we may 
fancy, if we care, that the poet was carried ofi‘ in his youth 
as a hostage in some of the struggles between Aeolian and 
Ionian cities. He composed his poetry in rugged Chios, and 
he gives us a local touch when he describes the sun as rising 
over the sea. From him the Homerid family of the bards of 
Chios were sprung. He took in hand the older poem of the 
wrath of Achilles and expanded it into the shape and compass 
of the greater part of the Iliad. He is the poet who created 
Iliad, one of the noblest episodes in the whole epic, Priam’s ransom”- 
Bk. XXIV. Hector. Tradition made Homer the author of both the 

great epics, the Odyssey as well as the Iliad. This is not 
Odyssey, probable. It can hardly have been before the eighth century 
that the old lays of the wandering of Odysseus and the slaying 
c. m cent of the suitors were taken in hand and wrought into a large 
The Nostos poem. Like Achilles, Odysseus was originally a god ; his 
Odysseus, wife Peiielope was a goddess ; and here again the legend 
was shaped through the influence of historical circumstances. 
Stories of perils and marvels in the unexplored Euxine were 
wafted to the Greeks of Asia long before their own seamen 
ventured into those waters ; and these tales had supplied the 
material for the old poem of the Eeturn of Odysseus. 

“ Tioraer " We may suppose, then, that Homer lived at Chios in the 
^posedthe ceiitury, and was the true author of the Iliad. He 

Iliad, both did not give it the exact shape in which it was ultimately 
transmitted; for it received from his successors in the art 
cdiior. additions and extensions which were not entirely to its 
advantage. But it was he, to all seeming, who first conceived 
and wrought out the idea of a mighty epic. He was no mere 
stringer together of ancient lays. He took the motives, he 
caught the spirit, of the older poems ; he wove them, into the 
fabric of his own composition ; hut he was himself as divinely 
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inspired as any of the elder minstrels, and he was the father 
of epic poetry, in the sense in which we distinguish an epic 
poem with a large argument from a short lay. His work was 
thoroughly artificial — ^ conscious art, as the greatest poetry 
always is; and it is probable that he committed the Iliad The Wmd 
to writing.^ As he and his successors sang in Ionia, at the 
courts of Ionian princes, either he or his successors dealt freely 
with the dialect of the old Achaean poems. The Iliad and ionizing 
Odyssey were arrayed in Ionic dress, and ultimately became 
so identified with Ionia that the Achaean origin of the older epic, 
poems was forgotten. The transformation was not, indeed, 
perfect, for sometimes the Ionian forms did not suit the metre 
and the Aeolian forms had to remain. But the change was 
accomplished with wonderful skill, and the old Achaean bards 
speak to the world, and must speak for ever, in the Ionian 
tongue, but constantly bewrayed by an intractable Achaean 
word. 

To the student of literature the Homeric poems would be The Iliad 
a more satisfactory study, if they were simple compositions in 

which belonged entirely to the same age. But for the tMr final 
historian their complex character should be a distinct gain. 

Leaving aside later additions, each poem has an earlier and dif event 
a later part, which are separated by an interval of many 
generations ; and so we have two sets of documents, affording 
us evidence of the social progress which was made in the 
meantime. Yet the gain is not so great as might be expected. 

The old Achaean poet, doubtless, reflected faithfully the form 
and feature of his time ; and if the Ionian poet had done 
likewise, we should have an exact measure of the advance 
which civilisation had achieved in the intervening centuries. 

But the Ionian poet wrought in a different fashion. He Conscious 
strove to live into the atmosphere of the past ages which 
enveloped the Achaean poems on which he worked. He did later poets, 
not, of his own will or purpose, reproduce the manners or 
environment or geography of his own day. He was, indeed, 
too good a poet, and not a good enough antiquarian, to trouble 
himself over much about discrepancies ; but, so far as he 
knew, he sought to avoid them. Fortunately for us, however, Udsome 
anachronisms slipped in. Unwittingly the poet of the Odyssey 

1 See below, p. 78. (dironisms. 
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allows it to escape that he lived in the iron age, for such 
a proverb as “ the mere gleam of iron lures a man to strife ” 
could not have arisen until iron weapons had been long in 
use. But though the occasional mention of iron betrays Mm, 
he is at pains to preserve the weapons and gear of the bronze 
age. 

The trans- In 0116 respect Hoiiier was inevitably under the influence 
the later conditions. Since the days when the Trojan 

the iiiao.. legend first took shape, the political aspect of Greece had 
been transformed, and in an age when no historical records 
were kept it was impossible to avoid interpreting the geography 
of the older bards in relation to the geography of the ninth 
century. On the eastern shores of the Peloponnesus, in the 
plain where Mycenae had once been queen, Argos had risen 
to supreme power. In the north the land of the Achaeans 
had been conquered by the Thessalian invaders. To no one 
ill Homer’s time could Argos and the Argives mean anything 
save the city and people of the Peloponnesus. The fame of 
the southern Argos had entirely overshadowed its northern 
namesake, of which the old Achaean minstrels had sung. No 
one spoke any longer of the Argives of Thessaly. And so, by 
a most natural process, the Achaeans and Argives of Aga- 
memnon were translated to the Peloponnesus ; and it was the 
southern Argos which w^as in the mind of Homer. But traces 
were left of the old conception. Achilles and his Achaeans 
are left in northern Greece ; and the epithet “ horse-feeding ” 
betrays the true site of the Achaean Argos. One of the 
clearest signs of the transformation is this. If Agamemnon 
had originally belonged to the Peloponnesian Argos, Mycenae 
must have been his kingdom ; and his kingship at golden 
Mycenae must have been a primary imsuppressed fact in the 
original woof of the legend. But he was not associated with 
Mycenae in the old poem; even in the expanded poern 
Mycenae is mentioned only incidentally. Mycenae and 
Orchomenus must have been well known by the fame of 
their wealth to the earliest minstrels ; but they were names 
of distant places which had no more to do than Egyptian 
Thebes with the matter of the legend. 

This geographical transformation involved consequences of 
the highest import for Greek history. When it came to be 
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thouglit that the lords of the Peloponnesus had taken a leading TU iiiad a 
part in the Trojan war, as well as the kings of northern Greece, 
the Trojan war began to assume the shape of a great national 
enterprise. All the Greeks looked back to it with pride ; all 
desired to have some share in its glory. Consequently, a great 
many stories were invented in various communities for the 
purpose of bringing their ancestors into connexion with the 
Trojan expedition. And the Iliad was regarded as something 
of far greater significance than an Ionian poem; it was 
accepted as a national epic, and was, from the first, a powerful 
influence in promoting among the Gi^eeks community of feeling 
and tendencies towards national unity. For two hundred 
years after its birth the Iliad went on gathering additions ; 
and the bards were not unready to make insertions in order 
to satisfy the pride of the princely and noble families at 
whose courts they sang. Finally, the Catalogue of the Greek Gaudogue 
host was composed, formulating explicitly the Panhellenic 
character of the expedition against Troy. 

The Odyssey, affiliated as it was to the Trojan legend. The Epic 
became a national epic too. And the interest awakened in 
Greece by the idea of the Trojan war was displayed by the 
composition of a series of epic poems, dealing with those events 
of the siege which happened both before and after the events 
described in the Iliad, and with the subsequent history of 
some of the Greek heroes. These poems were anonymous,^ 
and passed under the name of Homer. Along with the Iliad 
and Odyssey, they formed a chronological series which came to 
be known as the Epic Cycle. 

Sect. 8. Political axd Social Oeganisation of the 
Early Greeks 

The Homeric poems give us our earliest glimpse of the Old Aryw,i 
working of those political institutions which were the common 
heritage of most of the children, whether children by adoption 
or by birth, of the Aryan stock, — of Greek, Eoman, and German 
alike. They show us the King at the head. But he does 
not govern wholly of his own will ; he is guided by a Council 

^ AVitli tlie exception of tlie last, wliieR was born out of its due time. See 
below, p. 122. 
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of tlie chief men of the community whom he consults; and 
the decisions of the council and king deliberating together 
are brought before the Assembly of the whole people. Out 
of these three elements, King, Council, and Assembly, the 
constitutions of Europe have grown; here are the germs of 
all the various forms of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy. 
FmmiyoQ'- Blit in the most ancient times this political organisation 
gmvisahoiu loose. The true power in primitive society 

was the family. When we first meet the Greeks they live 
together in family communities. Their villages are habitations 
yevosy of a genos, that is, of a clan, or family in a wide sense ; all the 
members being descended from a common ancestor and bound 
together by the tie of blood. Originally the chief of the 
family had the power of life and death over all who belonged 
to the family ; and it was only as the authority of the state 
grew and asserted itself against the comparative independence 
of the family, that this power gradually passed away. But 
the village communities are not isolated and independent ; 
they are part of a larger community which is called the 
RhyU or tribe. The tribe is the whole people of the kingdom, 
tnbus. kingdom’s simplest form ; and the territory which the 

Svgos. tribe inhabited was called its deme. When a king became 
powerful and won sway over the demes of neighbouring kings, 
a community consisting of more than one tribe would arise ; 
and, while each tribe had to merge its separate political 
institutions in the common institutions of the whole state, 
it would retain its separate identity within tlie larger 
union. 


It was usual for several families to group themselves 
(ppdrpa. together into a society called a iFiratra or brotherhood, which 
had certain common religious usages. The organisation of 
CVa/A clan and tribe, with the intermediate unit of the phratry, was 
^oM^ttdhe a fr^i^^swork derived from Aryan forefathers, shared at least 
_ by Other Aryan races. Eor we find the same institutions 
iuiutiods' the Eomans and among the Germans. The clan is 

the foundation of Eoman society ; the Julian gens, for instance, 
has exactly the same social significance as the genos of the 
Alcmaeonids of Attica. The is the Eoman tribe; and 

the phratry corresponds to the Eoman and to our own 

English hnmdred. The importance of the brotherhood is 
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illustrated by Homer’s description of an outcast, as one who 
has no “ brothers ” and no hearth. 

The importance of the family is most vividly shown in the Fcmiiy 
manner in which the G-reeks possessed the lands which they 
conquered. The soil did not become the private property of 
individual freemen, nor yet the public property of the whole 
community. The king of the tribe or tribes marked out the 
whole territory into parcels, according to the number of 
families in the community ; and the families cast lots for the 
estates. Each family then possessed its own estate ; the head 
of the family administered it, but had no power of alienating 
it. The land belonged to the whole kin, but not to any 
particular member. The right of property in land seems to 
have been based, not on the right of conquest, but on a 
religious sentiment. Each family buried their dead within 
their own domain; and it was held that the dead possessed 
for ever and ever the soil where they lay, and that the land 
round about a sepulchre belonged rightfully to their living 
kinsfolk, one of whose highest duties was to protect and tend 
the tombs of their fathers. 

The king was at once the chief priest, the chief judge, and tu ^ 
the supreme leader of the tribe. He exercised a general 
control over religious ceremonies, except in cases where there 
were special priesthoods ; die pronounced judgment and dealt 
out justice to those who came to his judgment-seat to have 
their wrongs righted, and he led forth the host to war. He 
belonged to a family which claimed descent from the gods 
themselves. His relation to his people was conceived as that 
of a protecting deity ; “ he was revered as a god in the deme.” 

The kingship passed from sire to son, but it is probable that 
personal fitness was recognised as a condition of the kingly 
office, and the people might refuse to accept a degenerate son 
who was unequal to the tasks that his father had fulfilled. 

The sceptred king had various privileges — ^the seat of honour <r/cj7r- 
at feasts, a large and choice share of booty taken in war 
of food offered at sacrifices. A special close of land was 
marked out and set apart for him as a royal domain, distinct 
from that which his family owned. 

The royal functions were vague enough, and a king hd^dL TheinU or 
no power to enforce his will, if it did not meet the approval 
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of the heads of the people. He must always look for the 
consent and seek the opinion of the deliberative Council 
of the Elders. Strictly perhaps the members of the Council 
ought to have been the heads of all the clans, and they would 
thus have represented the whole tribe, or all the tribes if 
there were more than. one. But we must take it for granted, 
as an ultimate fact, which we have not the means of explaining, 
that certain families had come to hold a privileged position 
above the others — had, in fact, been marked out as noble, and 
claimed descent from Zeus ; and the Council was composed of 
this nobility. In the -puissant authority of this Council of 
Elders lay the germ of future aristocracy. 

More important than either King or Council for the future 
growth of Greece w^as the Gathering of the people, out of 
which democracy was to spring. All the freemen of the tribe 
— all the freemen of the nation, w^hen more tribes had been 
united — met together, not at stated times, hut wdienever the 
king summoned them, to hear and acclaim wdiat he and his 
councillors proposed. To hear and acclaim, hut not to debate 
or propose themselves. As yet, the Gathering of the folk for 
purposes of policy had not been differentiated from the Gather^ 
ing for the purpose of war. The liost wdiich the king led 
forth against the foe was the same as the folk which assented, 
by silence or applause, to the declarations of his will in the 
Agora. The Assembly was not yet distinguished as an institu- 
tion from the army; and if Agamemnon summons Ms host to 
declare his resolutions in the plain of Troy, such a gathering 
is the Agora in no figurative sense, it is no mere military 
assembly formed on the model of a political assembly ; it is 
ill the fullest sense the Assembly of the people^ — the fellow 
institution of the Eoman comiticc, our own gemot, derived all 
three from the same old Aryan gatherings. 

The king was surrounded by a body of Companions, or 
retainers, who were attached to him by personal ties of service, 
and seem often to have abode in his palace. The Companions 
are the same institution as the thanes of our English kings. 
If monarchy had held its ground in Greece, the Companions 
might possibly, as ill England, have developed into a new order 
of nobility, founded, not on birth, but on the king’s own choice 
for his service. 
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Tlioiigli the naonareliy of this primitive form, as we find it 
reflected in the Homeric lays, generally passed away, and was 
already passing away when the latest lays were written, it sur- 
vived in a few outlying regions which lagged behind the rest 
of the Hellenic world in political development. Thus the Survival of 
Macedonian Greeks in the lower valley of the Axius retained 
a constitution of the old Homeric type till the latest times — 
the royal power continually growing. At the close of the tale 
of Greek conquest and expansion, which began on the Cayster 
and ended on the Hyphasis, we shall come back by a strange 
revolution to the Homeric state. AVhen all the divers forms 
of the rule of the few and the rule of the many, which 
grew out of the primitive monarchy, have had their day, 
we shall see the Macedonian warrior, who is to complete Alexander 
the work that was begun by the Achaean conqueror of 
Bresa, attended by his Companions like Agamemnon or 
Achilles, and ruling his people like an Achaean king of 
men. 

The constitutional fabric of the Greek states was thus 
simple and loose in the days of Homer. Perhaps few large 
communities had come into Greece, but larger communities 
“were constantly formed in the course of the conquest. In the 
later part of the royal period a new movement is setting in, 
which is to decide the future of Greek history. The city Begimimg 
begins to emerge and take form and shape out of the loose . 

aggregate of villages. The inhabitants of a plain or valley i^th to Qth 
are induced to leave their scattered villages and make their 
dwellings side by side in one place, which would generally be 
under the shadow of the king’s fortress. At first the motive 
would be to gain the protection afforded by joint habitation in 
unsettled times ; just as we find in an earlier age villages 
grouped under the citadel of Mycenae. Sometimes the group 
of villages would be girt by a wall ; sometimes the protection 
of the castle above would be deemed enough. The change Some 
from village to city life was general, but not universal; msnij 
communities continued to live in villages, and did not form Means) 
cities till long afterwards. The movement was promoted by 
the kings; and it is probable that strong kings often brought 
it about by compulsion. But in promoting it they were 
unwittingly undermining the monarchical constitution, and 
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paving the way for their own abolition. A city-state naturally 
tends to he a republic. 

In the heroic age^ then, and even in the later days when 
the Homeric poems were composed, the state had not fully 
emerged from the society. Ho laws were enacted and iiiaiii- 
tained by the state. Those ordinances and usages which 
guided the individual man in his conduct, and which are 
necessary for the preservation of any society, were maintained 
by the sanction of religion. There were certain crimes which 
the gods punished. But it was for the family, not for the 
whole community, to deal with the shedder of blood. The 
justice which the king administered ivas really arbitration. A 
stranger had no right of pirotection, and might be slain in a 
foreign community, unless he was bound by the bond of guest 
friendship wuth a memher of that community, and then he 
came under the protection of Zeus the Hospitable. Wealth 
in these ages consisted of herds and flocks ; for, tliough the 
Greeks were tillers of the soil and had settled in a country 
which was already agricultural, the land was not rich enough 
to bestow ^vealth. The value of a suit of armour, for instance, 
or a slave was expressed in oxen. Piracy was a cominoii 
trade, as ^vas inevitable in a period -when there was no 
organised maritime powder strong enough to put it down. So 
many practised this means of livelihood that it bore no 
reproach ; and when seamen landed on a strange strand, the 
natural question to ask them was : '' Outlanders, whence come 
ye ? are ye robbers that rove the seas ? ” 

Sect. 9. Fall of Greek Monarchies and Eise of the 
Eepublics 

Under their kings the Greeks had conquered the coasts and 
islands of the Aegean, and had created the city-state. These 
were the two great contributions of monarchy to Grecian his- 
tory. Ill forwarding the change from rural life in scattered 
thorps to life in cities, the kings "were doubtless considering 
themselves as well their people. They thought that the 
change would consolidate their own power by bringing the 
whole folk directly under their own eyes. But it also brought 
the king more directly under the eye of his folk. The frailties, 
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incapacities, and misconduct of a weak lord were more noticed 
in the small compass of a city; he was more generally criticised 
and judged. City-life too was less appropriate to the patri- 
archal character of the Homeric shepherd of the people.’' 
Moreover, in a city those who were ill-pleased with the king's 
rule were more temj)ted to murmur together, and able more 
easily to conspire. Considerations like these may help us to DeeUne of 
imagine how it came about that throughout the greater part of 
Greece in the eighth century the monarchies were declining 
and disa23pearing, and republics were taking their place. It is 
a transformation of which the actual ]3rocess is hidden from us, 
and we can only guess at probable causes ; but we may be 
sure that the deepest cause of all was the change to city-life. 

The revolution was general ; the infection caught and spread ; 
but the change in different states must have had different 
occasions, just as it took different shapes. In some cases gross 
misrule may have led to the violent deposition of a king ; in 
other cases, if the succession to the sceptre devolved upon an 
infant or a paltry man, the nobles may have taken it upon 
themselves to abolish the monarchy. In many x^laces 2 )crliaps 
the change was slower. The kings who had already sought to 
strengthen their authority by the foundation of cities must 
have sought also to increase or define those vague powers 
which belonged to an Aryan ruler — sought, perhaps, to act of 
their own freewill without due regard to the Coiincirs advice. 

When such attempts at magnifying the royal j)Ower went too 
far, the elders of the Council might rise and gainsay the Idng, 
and force him to enter into a contract wdth his ]3eople that he 
would govern constitutionally. Of the existence of such con- 
tracts we have evidence. The old monarchy lasted into late 
times in remote Molossia, and there the king was obliged to 
take a solemn oath to rule his people according to law. In 
other cases, the rights of the king might be strictly limited, in 
consequence of his seeking to usurp undue authority ; and the 
imposition of limitations might go on until the office of king, 
although maintained in name, became in fact a mere magis- 
tracy in a state Avhereiii the real power had passed elsewhere. 

Of the survival of monarchy in a limited form we have an 
example at Sparta; of its survival as a mere magistracy we 
have an example at Athens. And it should be observed that 
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the functions of the monarch were already restricted by limits 
which could easily be restricted further. Though he was the 
supreme giver of dooms, there might be other heads of clans 
or tribes in the state wdio could give dooms and judgment as 
well as he. Though he was the chief priest, there were 
other families than his to which certain priesthoods w^ere 
confined. He was therefore not the sole fountain of justice 
or religion. 

EF^sodo, of There is a vivid scene in Homer which seems to liaA’^e been 
h^riiiad paii'ifod when kings were seeking to draw tighter the reins of 
ii.) ; 6‘om- the royal power. The poet, who is in sympathy with the 
fthtenl clraAvs a comic and odious caricature of the '' bold carle 

with the gift of fluent speech, who criticises the conduct and 
policy of the kings. Such an episode could hardly have 
suggested itself in the old days before city-life had begun ; 
Thersites is assuredly a product of the town. Odysseus, wdio 
rates and beats him, announces, in another part of the same 
scene, a maxim Avhich has become as famous as Thersites him- 
self : the sovereignty of many is not good ; let there be one 
sovereign, one king.” That is a maxim Avhich would A?in 
applause for the minstrel in the banquet-halls of inonarchs 
who were trying to carry through a policy of centralisation at 
the expense of the chiefs of the tribes. 

Rise of the Where the monarchy w’as abolished, the government passed 

republics. hands of those who had done away Avith it, the noble 

families of the state. The distinction of the nobles from the 
■ rest of the people is, as we have seen, an ultimate fact with 
Rule of the AA'hicli we haA^o to start. When the nobles assume the govern- 
nohies. nient and become the rulers, an aristocratic republic arises. 

Sometimes the power is won, not by the Avhole body of the 
noble clans, but by the clan to which the king belonged. 
This was the case at Corinth, where the royal family of the 
Bacchiads became the rulers. In most cases the aristocracy 
and the Avhole nobility coincided ; hut in others, as at Corinth, 
the aristocracy was only a part of the nobility, and the con- 
stitution Avas an oligarchy of the narrowest form. 

At this stage of society the men of the noble class Avere 
the nerA^e and sinew of the state. Birth was then the best 
general test of excellence that could he found, and the rule of 
the nobles was a true aristocracy, the government of the most 



I BEGINNINGS OF GREECE AND THE HEROIC AGE 75 


excellent They practised the craft of ruling; they were 
trained in it, they handed it down from father to son ; and 
though no great men arose— great men are dangerous in an 
aristocracy — the government was conducted with knowledge 
and skill. Close aristocracies, like the Corinthian, were apt to 
hecome oppressive ; and, when the day approached for aristo- 
cracies in their turn to give way to new constitutions, there 
were signs of grievous degeneration. But on the whole the 
Greek republics flourished ' in the aristocratic stage, and were 
guided with eminent ability. 

The rise of the republics is about to take us into a new 
epoch of history; but it is important to note the continuity of 
the work which was to be done by the aristocracies with that 
which was accomplished b}?^ the kings. The two great achieve- 
ments of the aristocratic age are the planting of Greek cities 
ill lands far beyond the limits of the Aegean sea, and the o.risto- 
elaboratioii of political machinery. The first of these is simply coimii- 
the continuation of the expansion of the Greeks around the 
Aegean itself. But the new movement of expansion is dis- cha^l //. 
tiriguished, as we shall see, by certain peculiarities in its out- ’ 

ward forms, — features which were chiefly due to the fact that 
city-life had been introduced before the colonisation began. 

The beginning of colonisation belonged to the age of transition 
from monarchy to republic ; it was systematically promoted by 
the aristocracies, and it took a systematic shape. The creation 2. Political 
of political machinery carried on the work of consolidation 
which the kings had begun when they gathered together into 
cities the loose elements of their states. When royalty was 
abolished or put, as we say, into commission,” the ruling 
families of the republic had to substitute magistracies tenable 
for limited periods and had to determine how the magistrates 
were to be appointed, how their functions were to be circum- 
scribed, how the provinces of authority were to be assigned. 

New machinery had to be created, to replace that one of the 
three parts of the constitution which had disappeared. It 
may be added that under the aristocracies the idea of Groioth of 
began to take a clearer shape in men's minds, and the tradi- 
tions which guided usage began to assume the form of laws. 

In the lays of Homer we hear only of the single dooms given 
by the kings or Judges in particular cases. At the close of 
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tlie aristocratic period comes the age of the lawgivers, and the 
aristocracies had prepared the material which the lawgivers 
improved, qualified, and embodied in codes. 

Sect. 10. Phoenician Intercouese with Greece 

The Greeks were destined to become a great sea-faring 
people. But sea-trade was a business which it took them 
many ages to learn, after they had reached the coasts of the 
Aegean ; it was long before they could step into the place of 
the old sea-kings of Crete. Their occupation of the islands 
was accompanied by a decline of the maritime supremacy 
which the Aegean islanders and especially the Cretans enjoyed; 
and there was a long interval during which the trade of the 
Aegean with the east was partly carried on by strangers. The 
men who took advantage of this opening were the traders of 
the city-states of Sidon and Tyre on the Syrian coast, men of 
that Semitic stock to which Jew, Arab, and Assyrian alike 
belonged. These coast-landers, born merchants like the Jews, 
seem to have migrated to the shores of the Mediterranean 
from an older home on the shores of the Eed Sea, and it is 
possible that this older home was a region of the land known 
to the Egyptians as the land of Punt. This would explain the 
origin of their Fimic name. But Greek fancy associated the 
name of the traders from the east with a like-sounding word 
of their own, fplioenix, '' bright-red,’’ a name or epithet of the 
sun-god; and so the men of Sidon and Sidon’s sister- cities 
were called Phoenicians- — as it were, men from Phoeniee, the 
sun-god’s red land. And various legends grew up, most famous 
of all the legend of Cadmus and Europa, connecting Phoenicia 
with Greece. 

We have no warrant for speaking of a Phoenician sea-lord- 
ship in the Aegean. The evidence of the Homeric poems 
shows clearly that between the commercial enterprise of the 
heroic age and the commercial enterprise of the later Greeks 
there was an interval of perhaps two hundred yeajs or there- 
abouts, during which no Greek state possessed a sea-power 
strong enough to exclude foreign merchants from Greek seas, 
and trade was consequently shared by Greek and Tyrian 
merchants. It was not only Phoenician carriers who came to 
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Greece ; the Greeks also sailed to Syria and Cyprus and the 
Carians developed a considerable sea-power. We shall see in 
the next chapter how the men of Tyre and Sidon made a new 
Phoenicia in the western Mediterranean ; but oil the shores of -Vo 
the Aegean they seem to have made no serious attempts; or at 
least to have succeeded in no attempts; to plant permanent settle- ^ Greece ; 
mentS; except at Camirus in PJiodeS; at Abdera in Thrace; and "tradUuj' 
possibly in the island of Cythera. It may be that they had stations. 
stations at the purple fisheries of Cos and Msyros and Erythrae 
and elsewhere ; it has been supposed that they were the first to 
tap the gold-mines of Siphnos and Thasos and even the silver- 
mines of Attica. It has been held that there were Phoenician 
settlements on the Isthmus of Corinth; under the Acropolis of 
Athens, and even at inland Thebes. There is no assurance 
or probability that such settlements were ever made. The 
Phoenicians doubtless had marts here and there on coast or 
island ; but there is no reason to think that Canaanites made 
homes for themselves on Greek soil or introduced Semitic 
blood into the population of Greece. It was not here that the 
struggle was to be fought out between Baal and Zeus. Their 
ships were ever winding in and out of the Aegean isles from 
south to north, bearing fair naperies from Syria, fine-wrought 
bowls and cups from the workshops of Sidonian and Cypriot 
silversmiths, and all manner of luxuries and ornaments ; and 
this constant commercial intercourse lasting for two centuries 
is amply suflicient to account for all the influence that ’ 
Phoenicia exerted upon Greece. In the worship of Aphrodite 
and other Greek goddesses we see the influence of the cult of 
Syrian Astarte ; and the Phoenician god Melkart was not only 
taken into Greek mythology under the name Melicertes, but 
was identified in many places with the Greek god Heracles. 

The briskest trade was perhaps driven with the thriving cities 

The predominance of Sidon seems to hare ceased about the tenth century ; 
the date is uncertain. Then there was a short period in which the Philistines, 
who overthrew Sidon, ’were dominant ; and then the period of Tyre’s power 
began. It is obvious that the use of ‘‘ Sidonians” for Phoenicians (or orientals) 
ill a Homeric passage does not xirove that the passage was composed in the 
Sidonian period, but only that the Greeks had had intercourse with Phoenicia 
before the end of the Sidonian period. Probably most of the Phoenician passages 
in Homer belong to the Tyrian pieriod. The legendary connexion of Minos (as 
son of Europa the daughter of Phoenix) with Phoenicia need prove nothing more 
than active intercourse of trade between Phoenicia and Crete. 
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of Ionia, and the Phoenicians adopted the Ionian name, and 
diffused it in Syria, as the general designation of all the Greeks. 

These things were of slight concern compared with one 
inestimable service which the Phoenicians are said to have 
rendered to Hellas and thereby to Europe. It is generally 
supposed that they gave the Greeks the most useful instrument 
of civilisation, the art of writing. If this theory is true, it was 
perhaps at the beginning of the ninth century, hardly later, 
that the Phoenician alphabet was moulded to the needs of the 
Greek language. In this adaptation the Greeks showed their 
genius. The alphabet of the Phoenicians and their Semitic 
brethren is an alphabet of consonants ; the Greeks added the 
vowels. They took some of the consonantal symbols for which 
their own language had no corresponding sounds, and used 
these superfluous signs to represent the vowels. Several 
alphabets, differing in certain details, were diffused in various 
parts of the Hellenic world, but they all agree in the main 
points, and we may suppose that the original idea was worked 
out in Ionia. In Ionia, at all events, wuiting was introduced 
at an early period and was perhaps used by poets of the ninth 
century. Certain it is that the earliest reference to 'writing is 
in the Iliad, in the story of Bellerophon, who carries from 
Argos to Lycia ‘‘ deadly symbols in a folded tablet.'’ It seems 
simpler to suppose that the poet had in his mind a letter 
written in the Greek alphabet, than that he was thinking of 
the old pictorial forms of writing wdiich were employed in 
ancient times ; and if this be so, the Greek alphabet must 
have been in use before the episode of Bellerophon wurs com- 
posed. Perhaps the earliest example of a Greek Avriting that 
'ive possess is on an Attic jar of the seventh century ; it says 
the jar shall ba the prize of the dancer who dances more gaily 
than all others.^ But the lack of early inscriptions is what we 
should expect. The new art was used for ordinary and literary 
purposes long before it was employed for official records. The 
Greek alphabet, if it was indeed derived from the Phoenician, 
was the great gift which the Semites, who themselves derived 
it from Egypt, gave to Europe. 

The Phoenicians exerted little or insignificant influence upon 

^ Ss vw bpxriarCov irdvriav draXt6raTa 
To[y]To §e/:d[v] /At?' (?). 
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Greek art ; on the contrary, it was probably from Aegean art 
that they learned much of what they knewd They had no 
artistic genius ; they were imitators, not creators. And though 
the Homeric poems show that the skill of Phoenician artists 
was highly prized, the Greeks of Ionia had not to send to 
Phoenicia for lack of cunning workmen at home. The subjects 
wrought on the shield which the master-smith made for Achilles Tim skidd 
may be illustrated by inlaid works in metal of Phoenician or 
Cypriot craftsmen, but there is not the smallest reason to think xvm.) 
that the work which stimulated the poet’s imagination was “xie^aes- 
made by foreign hands. It was rather wrought by some 
successor of the ancient craftsmen whose handiwork we see in 
those inlaid dagger -blades which were found in tombs at 
Mycenae. The work of the artist has doubtless been elaborated Scmesfiym 
and beautified by the imagination of the poet, who has drawn 
vivid and beautiful scenes of life in Ionia in the ninth century, ^th cent. 
The shield, wrought in bronze, tin, silver, and gold, is round 
and has a ringed space in the centre, encompassed by three 
concentric girdles. In the middle is the earth, the sea, and 
the heaven, with “ the unwearied sun and the moon at her full, 
and all the stars wherewith heaven is crowned.” The subject 
of the first circle is Peace and War. Here are scenes in a 
city at peace — banquets, brides borne through the streets by 
torchlight to their new homes, the elders dealing out justice ; 
there is another city besieged, and scenes of battle. The 
second circle shows scenes from country-life at various seasons 
of the year : ploughing in spring, the ploughman drinking a 
draught of wine as he reaches the end of the black furrow ; a 
king watching reapers reaping in his meadows, and the pre- 
parations for a harvest festival ; a bright vintage scene, '' young 
men and maids bearing the sweet fruit in wicker baskets,” and 
dancing, while a boy plays a lyre and sings the song of Linus ; 
herdsmen with their dogs pursuing two lions which had carried 
off an ox from the banks of a sounding river ; a pasture and 
shepherds’ huts in a mountain glen. The whole was girded by 
the third, outmost circle through which '' the great might of 
the river Oceanus ” flowed — rounding off, as it wmre, the life 
of mortals by its girdling stream. 

^ The “Mycenaean” colonisation of Cyprus carried Aegean culture to the 
gates of Phoenicia. It is possible that it also affected Assyria. 
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Sect. 11. Greek Eeconstruction oe Early Greek 
History 

We must now see wliat the Greeks thought of their own 
early history. Their construction of it, though founded on 
legendary tradition and framed without much historical sense, 
has considerable importance, since their ideas about the past 
affected their views of the present. Their belief in their 
legendary past was thoroughly practical ; mythic events were 
often the basis of diplomatic transactions ; claims to territory 
might be founded on the supposed conquests or dominions of 
ancient heroes of divine birth.^ 

At first, before the growth of historical curiosity, the chief 
motive for investigating the past was the desire of noble families 
to derive their origin from a god. For this purpose they 
sought to connect their pedigrees with heroic ancestors, especi- 
ally with Heracles or with the ^varriors who had fought at 
Troy. For just as the Trojan wmr came to be regarded as a 
national enterprise, so Heracles — who seems originally to have 
been specially associated with Argolis — was looked on as a 
national hero. The consequence was that the Greeks framed 
their history on genealogies and determined their chronology 
by generations, reckoning three generations to a hundred years. 
The later Homeric poets must have contributed a great deal to 
the fixing of the mutual relations of legendary events ; but it 
was the poets of the school of Hesiod in the seventh century 
who did most to reduce to a historical system the legends of 
the heroic age. Their poems are lost, but they were worked 
up into still more complete and elaborate schemes by the 
prose logographers or “ story- writers ” of the sixth and fifth 
centuries, of whom perhaps the most influential w’-ere Hecataeiis 
of Miletus and Acusilaus of Argos. The original works of the 
logographers have also perished, but their teaching has come 
down to us fully enough in the works of later compilers and 
commentators. 

In the first place, it had to be determined how the various 

^ Grot e has illustrated this from our own history. The belief in the descent 
of the kings of England from Brute the Trojan was stiU robust in the seventeenth 
century. It figured in a state document drawn up in A.D. 1301 to uphold the 
rights of the English crown in the dispute with Scotland. 
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branclies of the Greek race were related. As soon as ci 'ssyica- 
Greeks came to he called by the common name of Hellenes,^ 
they derived their whole stock from an eponymous ancestor, 

Ilelien, who lived in Thessaly.” They had then to account for 
its distribution into a number of different branches. In Greece 
proj)er they might have searched long, among the various folks 
speaking various idioms, for some principle of classification 
which should determine the nearer and further degrees of 
kinship between the divisions of the race, and establish two or 
three original branches to which every community could trace 
itself back. But when tlie}^ looked over to the eastern Greece 
on the farther side of the Aegean, they sawg as it were, a 
reflection of themselves, their own children divided into three 
homogeneous groups — Aeolians, lonians, and Dorians. This 
gave a simple classificatioii : three families sprung from Aeolus, 
ion, and Dorns, who must evidently have been the sons of 
Hellen, But there was one difficulty. Homer’s Achaean s 
had still to be accounted for ; they could not be afiflliated to 
Aeolians, or lonians, or Dorians, none of whom play a part in 
the Iliad, Accordingly it was arranged that Hellen had three 
sons, Aeolus, Dorns, and Xuthus ; and Ion and Achaeus were 
the sons of Xuthus." It was easy enough then, by the help of 
tradition and language, to fit the ethnography of Greece under 
these labels ; and the manifold dialects were forced under 
three artificial divisions. 

The two great events on which everything turned and to , 
which all other events were related were the Trojan war and conguest 
the Dorian conquest of the Peloponnesus. A most curious (conceived 
version of the Dorian conquest was invented in Argos and won rietum- of 
its way into general belief ; it is a striking illustration of 
tlie motives and methods of the Greeks in reconstructing their 
past. The Teiiienids, the royal family of Argos, derived them- 

^ See below, p. 110. 

“ Hellen and Ids sons Avere placed in Thessaly because the Hellenes of Homer 
lUed ill Thessalian regions. Hellen v/as variously represented, as the son of Zeus 
and. the .sou of Deucalion (wdio was the son of Prometheus and Pandora). 

The iiiotiye for making Ion and Achaeus brothers was the belief that in 
eonsecpnniee of the Dorian invasion Acliaeaiis and lonians had together left the 
Peloj^onnesus and colonised Asia Minor. As a matter of fact an association of 
tiie Aeliaeaiis Avith the Aeolians Avoiild have been nearer the truth. 

^ Hot four, for the Achaeaiis had been partly dorized and partly ionized. 
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selves from Aegimius, to whom the foundation of the Dorian 
institutions was ascribed. But as the fame and glory of 
Heracles waxed great, the Temenids desired to connect them- 
selves with him. The problem was solved with wonderful skill 
The eponymous ancestors of the three Dorian tribes, Hylliis, 
Pamphyliis, and Dyman, were naturally regarded as the sons 
of Aegimius. According to the new story Hyllus was really 
the son of Heracles. It was said that Heracles fought against 
the Lapiths for Aegimius who was Dorian king in Thessaly, 
and that he received a third of the kingdom as a reward for 
his valiant service. On his death, his children were protected 
by Aegimius, who adopted Hyllus, and confirmed him in the 
possession of his father s third. The sons of Hyllus failed in 
their attempts to recover the possessions of Heracles in the 
Peloponnesus; the achievement was reserved for his great- 
grandchildren, Temenus, Cresphontes, and Aristodemus. With 
a Dorian host, they crossed from jSTaupactus, under the guidance 
of a one-eyed Aetolian man named Oxylus, and conquered all 
the Peloponnesus except Arcadia. They gave Elis to Oxyliis 
for his pains. Those of the Achaean inhabitants of the penin- 
sula, who did not migrate beyond the sea, retreated to the 
northern coast-land — the historical Achaea. The other three 
parts of the Peloponnesus fell by lot to the three brothers, 
Messenia to Cresphontes, Laconia to Aristodemus, and Argos 
to Temenus. An explanation was added how there were two 
royal houses at Sparta. Aristodemus died prematurely, and 
Laconia was divided between his twin sons Eurysthenes and 
Procles.^ 

Thus the Dorian invasion was justified as a recovery of 
usurped rights; and the royal houses of Argos and Sparta 
renounced their Dorian origin and connected themselves by 
blood with Heracles who was associated with the pre-Dorian 
lords of Argolis. In the conception of the Dorian conquest 
there were two serious mistakes. The explanation of the 
origin of Peloponnesian Achaea was due to the false idea, 
derived from Homer, that the older inhabitants of the peninsula 
were Achaeans ; and there was no such thing as a Dorian 
conquest of Messenia till a far later epoch. 

^ See below, p. 126. Agis aad Eurypon, tbe ancestors of the royal families, 
tbe Agids and Enrypontids, were made sons of Enrystlienes and Procles, 
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The significance of Heracles and the mythopoeic methods 
of the Greeks are also illustrated by the manner of his associa- 
tion with Troy. The framework of legendary chronology for- 
bade his taking part in the Trojan war ; he belonged to an 
older generation than Agamemnon and Achilles. But Greece 
— or at least Argos- — was determined that the great hero, whose 
life was spent in clearing the world of monsters and wicked 
men, should also appear as a champion of Hellas against Asia. 
To Troy he must somehow be brought. Accordingly an older 
Trojan expedition was manufactured specially for him, and 
Troy was said to have been twice sacked. 

EA^^ery place in Greece had its own local legends, which 
grew up quite independently. Sometimes they were adapted 
and modified to suit the legendary scheme of the poets and 
a 3tory - writers ; but often they lived on, unscrupulously 
accepted notwithstanding all incompatibilities. In several 
cases we find in the poems of Homer and Hesiod legends which 
are inconsistent with those Avhich became currently accepted. 
Thus Cadmus Avas the founder of Thebes according to the 
current legend ; but in the Odyssey, Thebes is built by Amphioii 
and Zethus. The origin of Corinth was traced on one hand to 
Ephyre, daughter of Ocean ; on the other to Sisyphus, the son 
of Aeolus. The received genealogy of pre-Dorian Argos had 
no connexion with Hellen and his sons. Argos derived its 
origin from Inachus — a personification of the stream of Inachus 
which flows by the town — avIio, like most riA^ers, was regarded 
as a son of Ocean ; Argos was his great-grandson ; lo, from 
whom the Danaoi were descended, Avas his daughter. Thus it 
emerges that the pre-Dorian Argives Avere not Hellenes, for 
they were not derived from Hellen. If the legend had been 
true to history they should have been traced from Ion, as there 
was probably a large Ionian element in Argolis. The Arcadians 
derived themselves from Pelasgus- — the eponymous ancestor of 
the Pelasgian race — and this belief reflects what was doubtless 
an historical fact, that the bulk of the population of Arcadia 
belonged to the old pre-Hellenic race of the land. But the 
manipulators of legend did not keep their hand from Pelasgus. 
While Hesiod regarded him as an earth-born man, an Argive 
logographer made him out to be a brother of Argos and 
descended from Inachus. 
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But for most of the Greeks connexions with Helieii and his 
sons were manufactured. It was to Aeolus that most descents 
were traced. He had sevefi sons and five daughters, and it 
was not difficult to work out more or less plausible coiiiiexioiis. 
Aetolian legends fastened themselves on to liis daughter Caiyce. 
His son Sisyphus founded Corinth. The Thessalian heroes, 
Admetus and Jason, 'were derived from another son, Cretheus. 
Perhaps the most interesting instance is the genealogy which 
was established for the Codrid families of Miletus and other 
cities of Ionia. They traced up their lineage to Poseidon and 
at the same time derived themselves from Hellen. The story 
was that Salmoneus, son of Aeolus, had a daughter who bore 
to Poseidon twin sons, Pelias and Neleiis. , ■ ils Pelias won the 
Thessalian kingdom of lolcos, ISTeleus W’ent forth from the land 
and founded a kingdom for himself at Pylos in the south-wmst 
of the Peloponnesus. He was succeeded by Hestor, wiio in 
his old age bore a part in the Trojan war. Hester’s fourth 
successor Melanthus was ruler of Pylos when the Dorians came 
down into the Peloponnesus, and he retreated before their 
attack to Athens, wiiere he became king and was the father 
of Codriis. Then Helens, a son of Codrus, led the Ionian 
migration to Asia Alinor. Thus a number of different traditions 
were wrought into a narrative, which, oiiglnating in Ionia.., was 
accepted in Attica and influenced the ideas of the Athenians 
about a part of their own early history. 

The Greeks were not content that their legends should be 
confined to the range of their owni country and their own race ; 
and, in curious contrast Arith that exclusive pride Avhicli dreAV 
a hard and fast line between Greek and barbarian, they brought 
their ancestors and their myths into connexion with foreign 
lands. Thus the myth of lo made the Danaoi of Argos 
cousins of the Egyptians. By her amour with Zeus, lo 
became the grandmother of Danaus and Aegyptus, the epony- 
mous ancestors of the two peoples. Cadmus, the name-sire 
of the Cadmeiaiis of Thebes, was represented as a Plioenician, 
who w'ent forth from his own land in Ciuest of his sister 
Europa and ^settled in Boeotia. . The Aeolian colonists found 
a new origin for Pelops in Lesbos or in Lydia ; and the tale 
which gained widest belief made him son of Tantalus, king of 
Sipylus, whence he -migrated ,to the Peloponnesus and founded 
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the royal line of Argos, from which Agamemnon was sprung. 

A Corinthian legend brought the early history of Corinth into OoicMs. 
connexion with Colchis, representing Aeetes, offspring of the 
Sim, as the first Corinthian king, and his daughter Medea as 
heiress to the land. The true home of the Greeks before they 
won dominion in Greece had passed clean out of their remem- 
brance, and they looked to the east, not to the north, as the 
quarter from which some of their ancestors had migrated. 

Of the legends which won sincere credence among the legend 
Greeks, and assumed as we may say a national significance, 
none is more curious or more obscure in its origin than that 
of the Amazons. A folk of warrior women, strong and brave, 
living apart from men, were conceived to have dwelt in Asia 
ill the heroic age, and proved themselves worthy foes of the 
Greek heroes. An obvious etymology of their name, breast- 
less,'' suggested the belief that they used to burn off' the right 
breast that they might the better draw the bow. In the 
Iliad Priam tells how he fought against their army in Phrygia; M the Iliad 
and one of the perilous tasks which are set to Bellerophoii is 
to march against the Amazons. In a later Homeric poem, the 152). M 
Amazon Penthesilea appears as a dreaded adversary of the Aethiopis. 
Greeks at Troy. To win the girdle of the Amazon queen was 
one of the labours of Heracles. All these adventures hap- 
pened in Asia Minor; and, though this female folk was 
located in various places, its original and proper home was 
ultimately placed on the river Tliermodon near the Greek 
colony of Amisus. But the Amazons attacked Greece itself. N/?mzon 
It was told that Theseus carried off their queen Antiope, and ^MUca!'^ 
so they came and invaded Attica. There ivas a terrible battle 
in the towui of Athens, and the invaders were defeated after a 
long struggle. At the feast of Theseus the Athenians used to 
sacrifice to the Amazons ; there was a building called the 
Amazoiieion in the western quarter of the city ; and the 
episode was believed by such men as Isocrates and Plato to 
be as truly an historical fact as the Trojan war itself. The 
battles of Greeks with Amazons were a favourite subject of 
Grecian sculptors ; and, like the Trojan war and the adventure 
of the golden fleece, the Amazon story fitted into the concep- 
tion of an ancient and long strife hetw^een Greece and Asia. 

The details of the famous legends — the labours of Heracles, 
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the Trojan war, the voyage of the Argonauts, the tale of 
Cadmus, the life of Oedipus, the two sieges of Thehes by the 
Argive Adrastus, and all the other familiar stories — belong to 
mythology and lie beyond our present scope. But we have to 
realise that the later Greeks believed them and discussed them 
as sober history. Two powerful generating forces of these 
historic myths had been the custom of families and cities to 
trace their origin to a god, and the instinct of the Greeks to 
personify places, especially towns, rivers, and springs. Then, 
when men began both to become keenly conscious of a com- 
munity of race and language, and to speculate upon the past, 
attempts were naturally made to bring the various myths of 
Greece into harmony ; since they were true, they must be 
reconciled. Ultimately they were reduced into chronological 
systems, which were based upon genealogical reckonings hy 
generations. Hecataeus of Miletus counted a generation as 
forty years ; hut it was more usual to reckon three generations 
to a hundred years. According to the scheme which finally 
won the widest acceptance,^ Troy was taken in 1184 B.c.’, and 
the Dorians invaded the Peloponnesus under the leadership of 
the Heraclids in 1104 b.c., and both these dates accord more 
closely than one might expect, considering the method hy 
wdiich they were obtained, with the general probabilities of 
the case. 

^ Tile system of Eratosthenes (c. 220 B.o.). It included the following dates: — 

Cadiniis, b.c. 1313 SeA’tm against Tliebes, b.c. 1213 Return of lieraciidae, e.g. 1104 

Feloiis, „ 12S3 Pall of Troy, ,, 11S4 Death of Codriis, ,, 1044 

Heracles, „ 1261-1209 Thessalian conquest, ^ Ionic migration, ,, 1044 

Argonatus, ,, 1225 Boeotian ,, j- ,, 1124 Lycurgns at Sparta, ,, SS5 

Aeolic migration, j 


CHAPTEE II 


THE EXPANSION OF GKEECE 

Sect. 1. Causes and Character of Greek Colonisation 

The expansion of the Greeks beyond Greece proper and the 
coasts of the Aegean, the plantation of Greek colonies on the 
shores of Thrace and the Black Sea, in Italy and Sicily, even 
in Spain and Gaul, began in the eighth and reached its com- 
pletion in the sixth century. But it must not be regarded as 
a single or isolated phenomenon. It was the continuation of 
the earlier expansion over the Aegean islands and the coast of 
Asia Minor, the details of which were forgotten by the Greeks 
themselves, and are consequently unknown to us. 

The cause of Greek colonisation is not to be found in mere 
trade interests. These indeed were in most cases a motive, 
and in some of the settlements on the Black Sea they were Phoenician 
perhaps a leading motive. But the great difference between 
Greek and Phoenician colonisation is that, while the Phoeni- 
cians aimed solely at promoting their commerce, and only a 
few of their settlements, notably Carthage, became more than 
mere trading-stations or factories, Greek colonisation satisfied 
other needs than desire of commercial profit. It was the ex- 
pression of the adventurous spirit which has been poetically 
reflected in the legends of the '' Sailing of the Argo and the 
Home-coming of Odysseus ’'—the same spirit, not to be ex- 
pressed in any commercial formula, which prompted English 
colonisation. 

Trade, of course, sometimes paved the way. Colonists 
followed in the paths of trade, and the merchants of Miletus, 
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wlio adventured themselves in the dangerous waters of the 
Euxiiie, observed natural harbours and inviting sites for cities, 


Causes of 
Greek 


' coloiiisct- 

and when they returned home organised parties of settlers. Hon : 

(1) trade , 

(2) the 
, lavid- 

systeiii : 


The adventurous, the discontented, and the needy were always 
to be found. But in the case of the early colonies at least, it 
was not over-population of the land, so much as the nature 
of the land-system, that drove men to emigrate. In various 
ways, under the family system, which was ill suited to inde- 
pendent and adventurous spirits, it would come about that 
individual members were excluded from a share in the common 
estate, and separated from their kin. Such lacklands. were 
ripe for colonial enterprise. Again, the political circum- 
stances of most Greek states in the eighth and seventh cen- 
turies fevoured emigration. We have seen that at this time 
the aristocratic form of government generally prevailed. 
Sometimes a king wns formally at the head, but he was 
really no more than the first of peers ; a body of nobles were 
the true masters. Sometimes there was an aristocracy within 
an aristocracy ; or a large clan, like the Bacchiads at Corinth, 
held the power. In ell cases the distinction between the 
members of the ruling class and the mass of free citizens was 


( 3 )^ . 

IKilitical 

coTidiUons. 


widened and deepened. It was the tendency of the rulers to 
govern in their own interest and oppress the multitude, and 
they cared little to disguise their contempt for the mass of 
the people. At Mytilene things went so far that the Peii- 
tliilids, who had secured the chief power, went about in the 
streets, armed with clubs, and knocked down citizens 'whom 
they disliked. Under these conditions there were strong in- 
cliicements for men to leave their native city where they were 
of little account and had to endure the slights, if nothing 
worse, of their rulers, and to join in the foundation of a new 
2Mis where they miglit themselves rule. The same induce- 
nieiit drew nobles who did not belong to the inner oligarchical 
circle. In fact, political discontent was an immediate cause cwVimm- 
of Greek colonisation ; and conversely it may he said to 

colonisation was a palladium of aristocracy. If this outlet cmstocratk 
had not existed, or if it had not suited the Hellenic temper, the 
aristocracies might not have lasted so long, and they wisely dis- 
cerned that it was their own interest to encourage colonisation. 

But while we recognise the operation of general causes we 
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Special miist iiot igiioie special causes. We must, for instance, take 
camm. account the fact that Miletus and the south Ionian cities 

were unable to expand in Caria, as the north Ionian cities 
expanded in Lydia, because the Carians were too strong for 
them ; and Lycia presented the same kind of barrier to 
Ehodes. Otherwise, perhaps neither Ehodes nor Miletus 
'would have sent settlers to distant lands. 

Wherever the Greek w^’ent/he retained his customs and 
language, and made a Greek ''polis.” It was as if a bit of 
Greece were set down on the remote shores of the Eiixine or 
in the far west on the wild coasts of Gaul or Iberia. The 
ileiatioii of colouy was a private enterprise, but the bond of kinship with 
“ mother-city ” was carefully fostered, and though political 
'}n^ther‘ discontent might have been the cause which drove the founders 
forth, yet that solemn departure for a distant land, where a 
new city-state, protected by the same gods, was to spring up, 
always sealed a reconciliation. The emigrants took fire from 
the public hearth of their city to light the fire on that of their 
new home. Intercourse between colonies and the mother- 
country was specially kept up at the great religious festivals 
of the year, and various marks of filial respect were shown by 
the daughter to the mother. When, as frequently befell, the 
colony determined herself in turn to throw" off a new shoot, it 
oLKLaTT}?. was the recognised custom that she should seek the oecist or 
leader of the colonists from the mother-city. Thus the 
Megarian colony, Byzantium, when it founded its own colony, 
Mesembria, must have sought an oecist from Megara. The 
political importance of colonisation w^as sanctified by religion, 
and it was a necessary formality, whenever a settlement W'as 
to be made, to ask the approbation of the Delphic god. The 
most ancient oracular god of Greece wms Zeus of Dodoiia. 
The Selli, his priests and ''interpreters,’' are mentioned in the 
Oracles. Iliad ; and in the Odyssey Dodona appears as a place to which 
a king of the west might go to ask the will of Zeus "from the 
lofty oak,” wherein the god was conceived to dwell But the 
oak-shrine in the highlands of Epirus was too i*emote to be- 
come the chief oracle of Greece, and the central position of 
Delphi enabled the astute priests of the Pythian Apollo^ to 

^ The Delphic oracle is also mentioned in the Odyssey, in the passage of the 
legend of Oedipus (xlx. 206). 
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exalt the authority of their god as a true prophet to the 
siipreme place in the Greek world. There were other oracular 
deities who foretold the future ; there was, not far off, Tro- 
phonius at Boeotian Lebadea ; there was Amphiaraus in the 
land of the Graes, not yet Boeotian. But none of these ever 
became even a rival of the Delphian Apollo, who by the 
seventh century at least had won the position of adviser to 
European Greece.^ 

It is worthy of notice that colonisation tended to promote Conscious^ 
a feeling of unity among the Greek peoples, and it did so in 
two ways. By the wide diffusion of their race on the fxmgQ jmmMedhy 
of barbarous lands, it brought home to them more fully the " 

contrast between Greek and barbarian, and, by consequence, through (i) 
the community of the Greeks. The Greek dwellers in Asia 
Minor, neighbours of not-Greek peoples, were naturally im- Greeks^- 
pressed wuth their owni unity in a way which was strange to 
dwellers in Boeotia or Attica, who \vere surrounded on all 
sides by Greeks and were therefore alive chiefly to local differ- 
ences. With the diffusion of their sons over various parts of 
the world, the European Greeks acquired a stronger sense of 
unity. In the second place, colonisation led to the association {2) joint 
of Greeks of different cities. An oecist who decided 
organise a party of colonists could not ahvays find in his own 
city a sufficient number of men willing to take part in the 
enterprise. He therefore enlisted comrades from other cities ; 
and thus many colonies were joint undertakings and con- 
tained a mixture of citizens of various nationality. This 
feature was not indeed confined to the later epoch of colonisa- 
tion ; it is one of the few facts about the earlier settlements 
on the Asiatic coast of which we can be certain. 

Sect. 2. Colonies on the Coasts of the Etjxine, Phopontis, 

AND Hoeth Aegean 

The voyage of the Argonauts in quest of the golden fleece Legend of 
commemorates in a delightful legend the memorable day on 
which Greek sailors for the first time burst into the waters of 
the Euxine Sea. Accustomed to the island straits and short 
distances of the Aegean, they fancied that when they had 
^ TLe influence of the oracle is another question. See below, p. 170. 
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passed the Bosphorus they were embarking on a boundless 
oceaii, and they called it the ''Main/’ Pontos. Even when 
they had circiimnavigated its shores it might still seem bound- 
less, for they knew not where the great rivers, the Ister, the 
Taiiais, the Danapris, might lead. The little preliminary sea 
into which the Hellespont widens, to contract again into the 
narrow passage of the Bosphorus, was appropriately named the 
ProponMs. vestibule of the Pontus’’ — Propontis, Full of creeks and 
recesses, it is happily described by Euripides as. the “bayed 
water-key of the boundless SeaT The Poiitus was a treacher- 
ous field for the barques of even experienced mariners, and 
it was supposed to have received for this reason its name 
“Euxine,'’ or Hospitable, in accordance with a habit of the 
Greeks to seek to propitiate adverse powers by pleasant 
naniesd It was when the compass of the Eiixine was still 
iinknowii, and men were beginning shyly to explore its coasts, 
that the tale of the wanderings of Odysseus took form. He 
was imagined to have sailed from Troy into the Pontiis, and, 
after having been driven about in its waters, to have at last 
reached Ithaca by an overland journey through Thrace and 
Epirus. In the Odyssey, as Ave have it now, compounded of 
many different legends and poems, this is disguised ; the 
island of Circe has been removed to the far west, and the 
scene of the Descent to the Hnclerworld translated to the 
Atlantic Ocean. But Circe, the daughter of the Sun, and 
sister of King Aeetes who possessed the golden fleece, belongs 
to the seas of Colchis ; and the world of shades beyond the 
Cimmerians is to be sought near tlie Ciinrnerian Bosphorus. 
{^hnits of The mention of Sicily in some of the later parts of the poem, 
Azov.) played by Ithaca, which, wnth the other islands 

of the Ionian sea, lay on the road to the western Mediter- 
ranean, reflect the beginning of the expansion of Greece in 
that direction. But the original wanderings of Odysseus were 
connected, not with the west, hut with the exploration of the 
Euxine. 

A mist of obscurity hangs about the beginnings of the first 
Greek cities which arose on the Pontic shores. Here Miletus 
was the pioneer. Merchants carrying the stuffs which v/ere 
manufactured from the wool of Milesian sheep may have 

^ But tliis explanation is by no means certain. 
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establislied trading-stations along the southern coast. Flax 
from Colchis, steel and silver, slaves were among the chief 
products which their wool bought. But the work of colonisa- Meganmi 
tioii beyond the gate of the Bosphorus can hardly have fully ■ 

begun iiiitil the gate itself was secured by the enterprise of 
Megara, which sent out men, in the first part of the seventh 
century, to found the towns of Chalcedon and Byzantium. Byzan- 
Byzantiuiii could command the trade of the Black Sea, but the j 

great commercial and political importance of her situation was 
not fully appreciated until a thousand years had passed, when 
she became the rival and successor of Eome and took, in 
honour of her second founder, the name Constantinople. 

This is the first appearance of the little state of Megara in 
Greek history ; and none of her contemporaries took a step 
that was destined to lead to greater things than the settle- 
ment on the Bosphorus. The story was that Chalcedon was Chyicedon 
founded first, before the Megarians perceived the striking ad- 
vantages of the opposite shore, and the Delphic oracle, which 
they consulted as a matter of course, chid them as ''blind 
men.'’ Westward from Byzantium they also founded Selym- Seiymbria ; 
bria, on the north coast of the Propontis ; eastward they Heraciea 
established "Heraciea in Pontus,” on the coast of Bithynia. (553 
The enterprise of the Megarians stimulated Miletus, and Milesian 
she determined to anticipate others in seizing the best sites ' 
on the Pontic shore. At the most northerly point of the 
southern coast a strait-necked caj)e forms two natural harbours, 
an attractive site for settlers, and here the Milesians planted 
the city Sinope.^ Farther east, half-way to that extreme Sinope : 
eastern point of the sea where the Phasis flows out at the foot 
of Mount Caucasus, arose another Milesian colony, Trapezus. Trebizond ;; 
At the Bosphorus the Milesians had been anticipated by 
Megara, but they partly made up for this by planting Abydiis Abydus : 
Oil the Hellespont opposite Sestus, and they also seized a 
jutting promontory on the south coast of the Propontis, where 
a narrow neck, as at Sinope, forms two harbours. The town 
was named Cyzicus, and the peninsula was afterwards trans- Cyzicus. 


^ This city claimed to date from the eighth century, to have been swept away 
ill the invasion of the Ciiniiieriaiis, and to have risen again in the seventh ; hut 
it is higidy improbable that any of the Pontic cities were older than the tovvns 
of tlio Tjosphoriis and Propontis. 
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formed into an island; the tunny-fish on the coins ophe 
city shows what was one of the chief articles of her trade. 
Lampsacus, at the northern end of the Hellespont, once a P— 
Phoenician factory, was colonised by another Ionian city, 

Phocaea, about the same time, and the winged_ sea-horse on 

Lampsacene coins speaks of naval enterprise which led after- 
wards to wealth and prosperity. The foundation of anon wild Ery- 
was due to a joint undertaking of Miletus and Erythrae; and , 
Clazomenae joined Miletus in planting Cardia at the ^eck 
of the Thracian Chersonese, in the important position of an cardia. 
advance fort against Thrace. On the southern side of t e 
Hellespont the lands of the Scanmnder invited the Greeks of 
Lesbos, and a number of small Aeolian settlements arose. ^ ^ 

. Greek settlements also sprang up in the more remote f settlements 
the Euxine. Dioscurias and Phasis were founded in the tar a, 
east, in the fabled land of Colchis. On the Tauric Chemonesus 
or “peninsula” (now the Crimea), Panticapaeiiin was founded p,^, 
over against Phanagoria at the entrance to the Maeotic capaeum, 

and Tanais at the mouth of the hke-named river. _ Heraclea, Taua^, ^ 
or Chersonesus, on the western side of the peninsula , wavS 
destined to preserve the municipal forms of an old Greek city Octesus, 

1 +•^£4 ■jYirmr.h AT r, hA . 


aesimcu uu X--- ^ Mesem- 

for more than a thousand years. Olbia at the mouth of the 
Dnieper, Odessus, Istrns, Mesembria were only some of the 
Greek settlements which complete the circuit of the black 

This sea and the Propontis were the special domain of the Worsh^ of 
sea-o-od Achilles, whose fame grew greater by his association as tkePontus. 
a hero with the legend of Troy. He was worshipped along 
the coasts as “ lord of the Pontus ” ; and in Leuce, the “ shining no.T- 
island” near the Danube’s mouth, the lonely island where no ■ 
man dwelled, he had a temple, and the birds of the sea were Temple at 

said to be its warders. ^ . 

If Miletus and Megara took the most prominent part in 

extending the borders of the Greek world eastward of the 
Hellespont, the north-western comer of the Aegean jas the 
special domain of Euboea. The barren islands of Sciathus i 
and Peparethiis were the bridge from Euboea to the coast of 
Macedonia, which, between the rivers Axius and Strymon, 
runs out into a huge three-pronged promontory. Here Chalcis 
planted so many towns that the whole promontory was named 
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Clialcidice. Some of the chief cities, however, were founded 
hy other states, notably Corinthian Potidaea on the most 
westerly of the. three prongs, which was called Pallene. Sitlioiiia 
was the central prong, and Acte, ending in Mount Atlios, the 
eastern. Some of the colonies on Pallene were founded by 
Eretria, and those along the coast north of Acte by Andros, 
which was dependent on Eretria. Hence we may regard 
this group of cities as Eiiboean, though we cannot regard 
it as Ghalcidian. On the^ west side of the Tlieriiiaic Bay, 
two Eiiboean colonies were planted, Pydiia and Metlioiie, on 
Macedonian soil. 

Sect. 3. Colonies in the Western Meditereanean 

The earliest mention of Sicilian and Italian regions in 
literature is to he found in soiiie later passages of the Odyssey, 
whicli should perhaps be referred to the eighth century. There 
we meet with the Sicels, and. with the island of Sicania ; while 
Ternesa, where Greek traders could buy Tuscan copper, has 
the distinction of being the first Italian place mentioned by 
name in a literary record. By the end of the seventh century 
Greek states stood thick on the east coast of Sicily and round the 
sweep of the Tarentine Gulf. These colonies naturally fall 
into three groups : 

(1) The Euboean, which were both in Sicily and in Italy. 

(2) The Achaean, which were altogether on Italian soil, 

(3) The Dorian, which were, with few exceptions, in Sicily. 

The chronology is uncertain, and we cannot say whether 

the island or the mainland was first colonised. 

The oldest stories of the adventures of Odysseus w^ere laid, 
as we have seen, in the half-explored regions of the Black Sea. 
Hothing shows more impressively the life of this poetry, and 
the power it had won over the hearts of the Greek folks, than 
the firct that when the navigation of the Italian and Sicilia.ii 
seas beo-an, these adventures were transferred from the east to 
the west ; and in the further growth of this cycle of poems a 
new mythical geography was adopted. At a time vdie.n the 
Greeks knew so little of Italy that the southern promontories 
could he designated as sacred islands,” the straits of Messaiie 
were identified with Scylla and Gharybdis, Lipara became the 
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island of Aeolus, the home of the Cyclopes was found in the 
fiery mount of Aetna. Then Scheria, the isle of the Phaeacians, 
was fancied to be Corcyra ; an entrance to the under-world was 
placed at Cumae; and the rocks of the Sirens were sought 
near Sorrento. And not only did the first glimpses of western 
geography affect the transmutation of the Odyssey into its final 
shape, but the Odyssey reacted on the geography of the west. 

That the promontory of Circei in Latin territory bears the 
name of the sorceress of Colchis, is an evidence of the spell of 
Homeric song. Odysseus was not the only hero who was 
borne westward with Greek ships in the eighth century. 

Cretan Minos and Daedalus, for exaiiijDle, had links with Sicily. 

Above all, the earliest navigation of the western seas was 
ascribed to Heracles, who reached the limits of the land of the 
setting sun, and stood on the ledge of the wmrld looking out 
upon the stream of Oceanus. From him the opposite cliffs 
which form the gate of the Mediterranean were called the 
Pillars of Heracles. 

The earliest colony founded by Greek sailors in the western Rumjean 
seas w’as said to have been Cyme on the coast of Campania, 
Tradition assigned to it an origin before 1000 B.C., a date 
which modern criticism has decidedly rejected. But though Rs date. 
we place its origin in the eighth century, the tradition that it 
was the earliest Greek city founded in the middle peninsula 
of the Mediterranean may possibly be true. It was at all 
events one of the oldest, and it had an unique position. 

Chalcis, Eretria, and Cyme, a town on the eastern coast of Pomid-ers. 
Euboea, which at that time had some eminence but afterwards 
sank into the obscurity of a village, joined together, and 
enlisted for their expedition some Graeans who dwelled on 
the opposite mainland in the neighbourhood of Tanagra. The 
colonisers settled first on the island of Pithecusae, and soon 
succeeded in establishing themselves on a rocky height which 
rises above the sea just wdiere the Italian coast is about to 
turn sharply eastward to encircle the bay of Naples. The site site. 
was happily chosen. It was a strong post, and though there 
wnas no harbour, the strangers could haul up their ships 
on a stretch of sand below. Subsequently they occupied 
the harhoiir which was inside the promontory, and estah- 
lished there the town of Dicaearchia, which afterwards Neapoiis. 

VOL. I H 
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became Puteoli ; farther east they founded Naples, “ the new 

neonle in whose midst this outpost of Greek civilisa- 
tion was planted were the Opicans, one of the chief branches 
if the Italic race The colonists were eminently successful m 
with the natives; and the solitary position of 
tneir I’^^eioou ^ settlement could be 

Snortorf «n%cco»nt ot the g.eat Etruscan potvei, and 
there was no rival southward until the later plantation ol 
Posidonia— made her influence both wide and noiseless. H 
Lremil historT is uneventful; there are no striking ware or 
struories to record; but the work she did holds an important 
and Mnito plane in the history of European civilisation To 
hi o TTiihoeans of Cvme we may say that we owe the alphabet 
ST.. tMc?iv^;ise to-day, for it was from them _ that the Latins 
learned to write. The Etruscans also got their alphabet inde- 
pendently from the same masters, and, having niodified it in 
certain wavs to suit themselves, passed it on to the Oscan 
and Umbrians. Again, the Cymaeans introduced the neigh- 
IX# Wno Italian peoples to a knowledge of tho Greek gods and 

Heracles, Apollo, Castor, and lolydeucts 
became such familiar names in Italy that they came to be 
receded as original Italian deities. The oracles of the 
Cynmean Sibyl, prophetess of Apollo, were believed to contain 

hVip flpstinies of Pome. , , 

To Cvme, too, western Europe probably owes the name ly 

which she calls Hellas and the Hellenes. The Greeks, when 
lev first came into contact with Latins, had no common 
name; Hellenes, the name which afterwards united them, was 
rvet merely associated with a particular tribe. It urns only 
natural that strangers should extend the name o le m ■ 
Greeks with whom they came in contact to others 
fell in with later, and so to all Greeks whatsoever. But the 
curious circumstance is that the settlers of Cyme were know ip 
not by the name of Chalcis or Eretria or Cyme irself, hut bj 
that of Graia. Oran was the term which the Latos and 
their fellows applied to the colonists, and tliymme 
a derivative of a usual type from Gran. It vas ej® 

some trivial accident which ruled that we to-day call Hellas 
‘‘ Greece,” instead of Imowing by some name derived from 
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Cyme, Eretria, or Chalcis. The west has got its “Greece'' 
from an obscure district in Boeotia ; Greece itself got its 
“ Hellas " from a small territory in Thessaly. This was 
accidental. But it was no accident that western Europe calls 
Greece by a name connected with that city in which Greeks 
first came into touch with the people who were destined to 
civilise western Europe and rule it for centuries. 

The next settlement of the Euboean Greeks was on Sicilian, //s 
not Italian, ground. The island of Sicily is geographically a 
continuation of Italy — ^jiist as the Peloponnesus is a continua- 
tion of the great eastern peninsula ; but its historical import- 
ance depends much more on another geographical fact. It is 
the centre of the Mediterranean ; it jDarts the eastern from the 
western waters. It has been thus marked out by nature as 
a ineetiiig-place of nations ; and the struggle between European 
and Asiatic peoples, which has been called the “ Eternal 
Question,’’ has been partly fought out on Sicilian soil. There 
has been in historical times no native Sicilian powei". The 
greatness of the island was due to colonisation — not migration 
— from other lands. Eying as a connecting link between 
Europe and Africa, it attracted settlers from both sides : 
while its close proximity to Italy always rendered it an 
object of acquisition to those wdio successively ruled in that 
peninsula. 

The earliest inhabitants of the island were the Sicans. 

They believed themselves to be autochthonous, and we have 
no record at what time they entered the island or whence 
they came or to what race they belonged. The nature of 
things makes it probable that they entered from Itaty. From 
them the island was called Sicania. The next comers were 
the Sicels, of whom we can speak with more certainty. As Sjcels. 
we find Sicels in the toe of Italy, we know that tradition 
correctly described them as settlers from the Italian peninsula, 
and there is some slight evidence to show that they spoke the 
same language as that group of Italic peoples, to which the 
Latins belonged. The likeness of the names Sicel and Sican Were 
has naturally led to the view that these two folks were akin 
in race and language. But likeness of names is deceptive ; hinsfoih i 
and it is a remarkable fact that the Greeks, who were only 
too prone to build up theories on resemblances of words, 
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always carefully distinguished the Sican from the Sicel as 
ethnically different. Still a connexion is possible, if we 
suppose that the Sicels were Sicans who remaining behind in 
Italy had in the course of centuries become Italicised by inter- 
course with the Latin and kindred peoples, and then, emigrat- 
ing ill their turn to the island, met without recognition the 
brethren from wiioni they had parted in the remote past. 
But all this is uncertain. The Sicels, howmver, wrested from 
the Sicans the eastern half of the island, which wns thus cut 
up into two countries, Sicania in the west, Sicelia in the east. 
In the Odyssey we read of Sicania; perhaps the Greeks of 
Cyme knew^ it by this name. At a very early time Sicania 
was invaded by a mysterious people named Elymians, variously 
said to have come from Italy and from the north of Asia 
Minor. The probability is that they were of Iberian race. 
They occupied a small territory in the north -w'est of the 
island. 

These were the three peoples wdio inhabited this ininiature 
continent, soon about to become the battlefield of Greek and 
Plioenician. The Sicels wmre the most numerous and most 
important. The only Sican towm of any significance in his- 
torical times wms Hylckara on the north- w'est promontory. 
Minda, originally Sican on the south coast, became Greek. 
Camions^ at some distance inland in the same region, was in 
early days an important stronghold. The Elymian settlements 
at Segesta and Eryx became of far greater importance than 
the Sican. The eastern half of the isle, the original Sicelia, 
wms thickly set with Sicel fortresses from Oeplicdoedi-mn (the 
modern Cefalu), at the centre of the northern coast, to Motyca, 
an inland town in the south-eastern corner. Among the most 
famous were Agyriiim, Oenturipa, Morgantina, and above all 
the soaring rock of Henna. 

At an early age merchants from Phoenicia planted factories 
on the coasts of the island. At first they did not make any 
settlements of a permanent kind, — any that could be called 
cities. Eor Sicily was to them only a house to call at, lying 
directly on their way to the land of the farthest west, when 
they w^ent forth to will the golden treasures of Tarshish and 
planted their earliest colony, Gades, outside the straits wTiich 
divide Europe from Africa. Their next colonies were on the 
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coast of Africa over against Sicily, and this settlement had 
a decisive influence on the destinies of the island. The 
Phoenician trading-stations on the east coast of Sicily were 
probably outposts of old Phoenicia, but some at least of those 
ill the west seem to have come from the new and nearer 
Phoenicia. The settlements of Hippo and Utica, older than 
Carthage, were probably the parents of the more abiding 
Phoenician settlements in Sicily.^ In the east of the island 
the Phoenicians had no secure foothold. They were not able 
to dispossess the Sicel natives, or to make a home among 
them ; they appeared purely in the guise of traders. Hence 
when the Greeks came and seriously set to work to plant 
true cities, the Phoenicians disappeared and left few traces to 
show that they had ever been there. 

Sicilian, like Italian history, really opens with the coming 
of the Greeks. They came under the guidance of Chalcis and 
the auspices of Apollo. It was naturally on the east coast 
which feces Greece that the first Greek settlement was made, 
and it is to be noticed that of the coasts of Sicily the east is 
that which most resembles in character the coast -line of 
Greece. The site which was chosen by the Chalcidiaiis, and 
the lonians of Haxos who accompanied them, was not a 
striking one. A little tongue of land, north of Mount Aetna, 
very dilferent from the height of Cyme, was selected for the 
foundation of Haxos. Here, as in the case of Cyme, the 
Ghalcidians who led the enterprise surrendered the honour 
of naming the new city to their less prominent fellow-founders. 
The first of all the Greek towns of Sicily, hTaxos was not 
destined to live for much more than three hundred years. It 
was to he destroyed not by the fire of the dangerous inoimtaiii 
which dominated it, but by a human foe. A sort of con- 
secration was always attached to Naxos as the first home- 

^ See below, p. 105. There is uo clear evideiice for the date of the Phoenician 
colonies in western Sicily. It might be argued that they were later than the 
Greek colonies, on the ground that the Phoenicians, if their colonisation had 
begun earlier than Greek colonisation, would have occupied the excellent sites 
which the Greeks seized. But this argument is not conclusive. For one tiling, 
the Sicels had to be reckoned with. It was probably an easier task to gain a 
footing on Sican soil ; and the Phoenicians may have tried and failed on Sicel 
soil where the Greeks succeeded. Or again, if Phoenician city-settlements grew 
out of mere factories, the Greeks may have abolished such factories, which might, 
if they had been left to themselves, have grown into cities. 
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stead of the Hellenes in the island which was to become a 
brilliant part of Hellas. To Apollo Archegetes an altar was ato 
erected on the spot where the Greeks first landed, — driven, 
as the legend told, by contrary winds, under Apollo's 
dispensation, to the Sicilian shores. It was the habit of 
ambassadors from old Greece, as soon as they arrived in Sicily, 
to offer sacrifice on this altar. In the fertile plain south of 
Aetna the Chalcidians soon afterwards founded Catane, close Catane 
to the sea and protected by a low range of hills behind, but ^ 
under the power of Aetna which was to unmake the place 
again and again ; and inland Leontini at the south end of Leontini 
her plain between two hills, with an eastern and a western 
acropolis. These sites, Leontini certainly if not Catane, were 
wrested from the Sicels. The Chalcidians also won possession 
of the north-east corner, and thus obtained command of the 
straits between the island and the mainland. Here Cymaeans 
and Chalcidians planted Zaiicle on a low rim of land, which Zancie [c. 
resembles a reaping-hook and gave the place its name. The 
haven is formed by the carving blade ; and when Zancle came odyKXov) 
in after-days to mint money she engraved on her coins a sickle 
representing her harbour and a dolphin floating within it. A 
hundred years later the city was transformed by the immi- 
gration of a company of Messenians, and ultimately the old 
local name was ousted in favour of Messana. From Zancle -Messint 
the Euboeans established the fortress of Mylae on the other Myiae. 
side of the north-eastern promontory; and in the middle of 
the seventh century they founded Himera, the only Greek city Himera 
oil the northern coast, destined to live for scarce two centuries 
and a half, and then to be swept away by the Phoenician. 

It was important for Zancle that the land over against her, 
the extreme point of the Italian peninsula, should be in 
friendly hands, and therefore the men of Zancle incited tlieir 
mother-city to found Ehegion ; and in this foundation Messen- Riiegion. 
iaiis took part. 

While this group of Chalcidian colonies was being formed Dorian 
ill north-eastern Sicily, Dorian Greeks began to obtain a foot- 
ing in south-eastern Sicily, which history decided should 
become the Dorian quarter. The earliest of the Dorian cities 
was also the greatest. Syracuse, destined to be , the head of 
Greek Sicily, was founded by Corinthian emigrants under the 734 i.c.f. * 
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leadership of Archias before the end of the eighth century. 
Somewhere about the same time Corinth also colonised Corcyra ; 
the Ionian islands were half-way stations to the west Which 
colony was the elder, we know not ; tradition did not attempt 
to decide, for it placed both in the same year. But in both 
cases Corinth had to dispossess previous Greek settlers, and in 
both cases the previous settlers were Euboeans. Her colonists 
had to drive Eretrians from Corcyra and Chalcidians from 
Syracuse. 

The great Haven of Syracuse, with its island and its hill, 
formed the most striking site on the east coast, and could not 
fail to invite the earliest colonists. Chalcidians occupied the 
island of Ortygia (Isle of quails) as it was called — they must 
have won it from the Sicel or possibly from the Phoenician — 
and held it long enough to associate it for ever with the name 
of a fountain, Arethusa, in their old home. It is highly prob- 
able that the Chalcidian occupation was effected very soon after 
that of iSTaxos, and it is possible that the Corinthians did not 
supersede the Chalcidians till many years later. Biit when 
they once held Syracuse, they effectually prevented any Chal- 
cidian expansion south of Leontini. 

At an early date Megarians also sailed into the west to 
find a new home. After various unsuccessful attempts to 
establish themselves, they finally built their city on the coast 
north of Syracuse, beside the hills of Hybla, and perhaps Sicel 
natives joined in founding the western Megara. It was the 
most northerly Dorian town on the east coast. But, like her 
mother, the Hyblaean Megara was destined to found a colony 
more famous than herself. In the middle of the seventh 
century the Megarians sent to their metropolis to invite co- 
operation in planting a settlement in the south-western part 
of the island. This settlement, which was to be the farthest 
outpost of Greek Sicily, was Seliiiiis, the town named of wild 
celery as its own coins declared, situated on a low hill on the 
coast. Megara had been occupied with the goodwill of the 
Sicel ; Selinus was probably held at the expense of the Sican. 
In the meantime the south-eastern corner was being studded 
gradually with Dorian cities, though they did not rise so 
rapidly as the Chalcidian in the north. The Sicels seem to 
have offered a stouter resistance here. At the beginning of 
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tlie seventli century, Gela— the name is Sicel — was planted Rhodian 
by Eliodian colonists with Cretans in their train. This city 
was set on a long narrow hill which stretched between the^'.c.i 
sea and an inland plain. At a later time Acrae and Casmenae Sfjracvsan 
were founded by Syracuse. They were overshadowed by the 
greatness of the mother-city, and never attained as much ond 
independence as more distant Camarina which was planted [59^5^2!”^]. 
from the same metropolis about half a century later. 

The latest Dorian colony of Sicily was only less con- 
spicuous than the first. The Geloans sought an oecist from 
their Eliodian metropolis and founded, half-way between their 
own city and Selinus, the lofty town of Acragas, which soon Gdoan 
took the second place in Greek Sicily and became the rival of 
Syracuse. It was jierched on a high hill near the sea-shore, 

The small poor haven was at some distance from the towm ; atyenti) 

“ flock-feeding Acragas ” never became a maritime power. Tlie ^ 
symbols on its coins were the eagle and the crab. 

In planting their colonies and founding their dominion 
in Sicily, the Greeks had mainly to reckon with the Sicels. 

In their few foundations in the farther west they had to deal 
with the Sicans. These older inhabitants were forced to The 
retire from the coasts, but they lived on in their fortresses on 
the inland hills. The island was too large and its character 
too continental to invite the newcomers to attempt to conquer 
the whole of it. With the Phoenicians the Greeks had no 
trouble. Their factories and temples had not taken root in 
the soil, and on the landing of a stranger who was resolved to 
take root they vanished. Traces of their worship sometimes 
remained, here as in the Aegean. But they did not abandon 
the western corner of the island, where the Greeks made no 
attempt to settle. There they maintained three places which Three 
now assumed the character of cities. These were Panorrnus, 

Solus, and Motya — the Haven, the Eock, and the Island. Panormus, 
Panorrnus or All-haven in a fertile plain is protected on 
the north by l^Iount Hereto, now the Pilgrim Mount, and on 
the east by Solus. Motya is on an island in a small bay on vSoius, 
the west coast. The Elymian country lay between Motya and 
Panorrnus. The chief town of the Elymians, Segesta (which The 
in Greek mouths became Egesta), was essentially a city, while 
Eryx farther west, high above the sea but not actually on it, ^omns. 
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was their outpost of defence. On Eryx they worshipped some 
goddess of nature, soon to be identified with the Greek 
Aphrodite. The Elyniians were on good terms wfitli the 
Phoenicians, and western Sicily became a Phoenician corner. 
While the inland country was left to Sieel and Sican, the 
coasts were to be the scene of struggles between Phoenician 
and Greek, And here the natural position of the combatants 
was reversed, for the Asiatic power was in the west and the 
European in the east. In the seventh century this struggle 
was still a long way off, Sicily was still large enough to hold 
both the Greek and the Canaanite in peace. 

The name by which we know the central of the three 
great peninsulas of the Mediterranean did not extend as far 
north as the Po in the time of eJulius Caesar, and originally 
it covered a very small area indeed. In the fifth century 
Thucydides applies the name Italy to the modern Calabria — 
the wx^stern of the two extremities into which the peiiinsula 
divides. This extremity was inhabited, when the Greeks first 
visited it, by Sicels and Oenotrians. But the heel was occupied 
by peoples of that Illyrian race wdrich had played, as we dimly 
see, a decisive part in the earliest history of the Greeks. The 
Illyrian was now astride of the Adriatic ; he had reached Italy 
before the Greek. The Calabrians, who gave their name to 
the heel, were of Illyrian stock ; and along with these were 
the Messapians, some of whose brethren on the other side of 
the water seem to have thrown in their fortunes with the 
Greeks and penetrated into Locris and Boeotia and perhaps 
into the Peloponnesus. It was on the seaboard of the Sicels 
and Oenotrians that the Achaeans of the Peloponnesus, prob- 
ably towards the close of the eighth century, found a field for 
colonisation. It has already been remarked that the Ionian 
islands are a sort of stepping-stone to the west, and just as 
we find Corinthians settling in Corcyra, so we find Achaeans 
settling in Zacynthus. The first colonies which they planted 
ill Italy were perhaps Sybaris and Croton, famous for their 
wealth and their rivalry. Sybaris on the river Crathis, in an 
unhealthy hut most fruitful plain, soon extended her dominion 
across the narrow peninsula and, founding the settlements of 
Laos and Scidros on the western coast, commanded two seas.. 
Thus having in her hands an overland route to the western 
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Mediterranean; she could forward to her ports on the Tyr- 
rhenian sea the valuable merchandise of the Milesians, whom 
Ohalcidiari jealousy excluded from the straits between Italy 
and Sicily. Thus both agriculture and traffic formed the 
basis of the remarkable wealth of Sybaris, and the result was 
an elaboration of luxury which caused the Sybarite name to 
pass into a proverb. Posidonia, famous for its temples and Posidonia. 
its roses, was another colony on the western sea, founded from 
Sybaris. It is said to have been formed by Troezenians who 
were driven out from that city by the Achaeans. 

A good way to the south of Sybaris you come to Croton, Croton 
before the coast, in its southern trend, has yet reached the 
Laciniaii promontory, on which a stately temple of Hera formed 
a central place of worship for the G-reek settlers in Italy. 

Unlike the other Achaean colonies, Croton had a good harbour, 
the only good harbour on the west side of the gulf, but her 
prosperity, like that of her fellows, rested not on maritime 
traffic but on the cultivation of land and the rearing of cattle. 

The Delphic god seems to have taken a more than wonted 
interest in the foundation of this city, if we may judge from 
the Delphic tripod which appears on its earliest coins. Like 
Sybaris, Croton widened its territory and planted colonies of 
its own. On the Tyrrhenian sea, Teriiia and Temesa were to 
Croton what Laos and Scidros were to Sybaris.^ 

Caiilonia, perhaps also a Crotoniate settlement, was the cnuionia. 
most southerly Achaean colony and was the neighbour of the 
western Locri. This town 'was founded in the territory of the Epizepiiy- 
Sicels, it is not certain by which of the three Locrian states ; 
perhaps it was a joint enterprise of ail three. It was agricul- 
tural, like its Achaean neighbours, and like them it pushed 
over to the western sea and founded Medina and Hipponioii Medma. 
on the other coast. 

The Achaeans and Locrians might quarrel among them- 
selves, but they had more in common with each other than 
either had with the Dorians, and we may conveniently include 
Locri ill the Achaean group. Thus the southern coast of Italy 
would have been almost a homogeneous circle if a Doiiaii jjoriau 
colony had not been established in a small sheltered hay 


Hip- 
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0^^ colonies. 
^ Taras 


^ Another colony of Croton was Pandosia, and it conquered the Ionian town 
of Scylletion (Sc3daGium). hV ‘ 
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tlie extreme north point of the gulf to which it gave the name 
it still bears, Taras or Tarentum. Taras was remarkable as 
the only foreign settlement ever made by the greatest of all 
the Dorian peoples. The town — called, like Sybaris, after the 
name of a neighbouring stream — was founded by the Partlmiiae, 
a name which has not yet been explained. There are reasons 
for thinking that these first founders were pre-Dorian Greeks 
from the Peloponnesus. But Laconian settlers occupied the 
place at some unknown date and made of it a Dorian city. 
A legend then grew up which connected the Partheniae with 
S|>arta, and a historical episode, taking various forms, Avas 
manufactured. It was said that in a war with the Messeniaiis, 
when the Spartans were for many years absent from home, 
the women bore sons to Helots, and that this progeny, called 
Partheniae or '' Maidens’ Children,” conspired against the state, 
and being driven out of the country were directed by the 
oracle to settle at Taras. The hero Phalanthus, who seems to 
have been originally a local sea-god, degraded to the rank of 
a hero at the coming of Poseidon, was worshipped by the 
Tareiitines, and his ride overseas on a dolphin was represented 
on their coins. The framers of the story of the Partheniae 
made him the leader of the colonists from Laconia. 

The prosperity of the Tarentines depended partly on the 
cultivation of a fruitful territory, hut mainly on their inanii- 
factiiring industry. Their fabrics and dyed wools became 
renowned, and their jDOttery was widely diffused. Taras in 
fact must be regarded as an industrial rather than as an 
agricultural state. Her position brought her into contact Avith 
inhabitants of the Calabrian peninsula, and she had a foe in 
the Messapian town of Brentesion. She founded the colonies 
of Callipolis and Hydrus on the eastern coast where she had 
no Greek rivals. But on the other side, her possible advance 
was foreseen and hindered by the prudence of the Sybarites. 
They feared lest the Dorian city might creep round the coast 
and occupy the fertile lands which are watered by the Bradanus 
and the Siris. So they induced the Achaeans of old Greece 
to found a colony at Metapontioii on the Bradanus, a place 
which had clerived its name from Messapian settlers; and 
this the most northerly of the Achaean cities fiourished as an 
agricultural commnnity and cut off the westward expansion of 
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Taras. But in the meantime another rival seized the very 
place from which the Achaeans had desired to exclude the 
Dorians. In the middle of the seventh century Colophonians 
planted a colony at Siris, and this Ionian state threatened to 
interrupt the Achaean line* of cities and cut off Metapontion 
from her sisters. This solitary instance of an Ionian attempt 
to found a colony at this period in these regions is rendered 
interesting through the probability that the poet Archilochus 
took part in the expedition. But the attempt seems to have 
failed. There are reasons for thinking, though the evidence is 
not clear, that the place was seized by its Achaean neighbours 
and became an Achaean town. Siris, like Sybaris, Croton, and 
Locri, had her helpmate, though not a daughter, on the 
Tyrrhenian sea. By the persuasion of common interest she Pyxus. 
formed a close connexion with Pyxus ; the two cities issued 
common coins ; and perhaps organised a rival overland route. 

Thus the western coast of the Tarentine gulf was beset 
with a line of Achaean cities, flanked at one extremity by 
western Locri, on the other by Dorian Taras. The common 
feature, which distinguished them from the cities settled by 
the men of Ghalcis and Corinth, was that their w-ealth depended 
on the mainland, not on the sea. Their rich men were land- 
owners, not merchants; it was not traffic but rich soil that 
had originally lured them to the far west. The imwarlike 
Sicels and Oenotrians seem to have laid no obstacles in the 
way of their settlements and to have submitted to their rule. 

The lapygians and Messapians of Calabria were of difibrent 
temper, and it is significant that it was men from warlike 
Sparta who succeeded in establishing Taras. 

These cities, with their dependencies beyond the hills, on 
the shores of the Tyrrhenian sea, came to be regarded as a 
group, and the country came to be called G-reat Hellas. We 
might rather have looked to find it called Great Aehaia, by 
contrast to the old Achaean lands in Greece ; but here, as in 
other cases, it is the name of a lesser folk which prevails. 

The Hellenes, who had in earlier days accompanied the Achaeans 
from their iiiountain dwellings in the north to their southern 
homes on the sea-coast, had also gone forth with them to 
found ne\v cities in the west; and here the Hellenic name 
rose to celebrity and honour. It was no small thing in itself 
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that the belt of Greek settlements on the Tarentine gulf should 
cl e to he called Great Hellas. But it was a small thmg 
Spared with the extension of the name Hellenes to desi^iate 
Xp ptrof Greek race. There was nothing to lead the 
Seeks of their own accord to fix on Hellenes as a common 
name- if they had sought such a name deliberately, then 
natural choice would have been Achaeans, which Homei had 
alSady used in a wide sense. The name must have been 
oiven to them from without. Just as the barbarian peoples in 
central Italy had taken hold of the name of the Graj, so the 
barbarians in the southern promontories took hold of the name 
of Se Hellenes, and used it to denote all settlers arid strangers 
of the same race. Such a common name applied 
lips to them all alike, brought home to Greek tiadem the 
significance of their common race ; and they 
themselves as the conjugate of harlancms. So the name 
Se lenes, obscure when it had gone forth to the west, travelled 
Ick to Gie east in a new sense, and won its way into universa 
use The fictitious ancestor HellSn became the forefather of 
the whole Greek race: and the fictitious ancestors of the 
Dorians, lonians. and Aeolians were all derived from hiim 
The original Hellenes lost their separate identity as Lomplete j 
. the ordinal Aeolians and lonians had lost theirs ; but their 
Lie was destined to live for ever' in the speech of men, 
while those of their greater fellows had passed into a meniuij. 

Sect. 4. Gkowth of Teadb aud Maeitime Enteepeise 

The ao-e of the aristocratic republics saw the face of the 
Greek world completely transformed. The colonial expansion 
of Greece eastward and westward was itself part of this trans- 
formation, but it also helped signally to bring about ^ other 
chaim-es. Bor, while the colonies were politically indepeiidLiit 
of\heir mother- states, they reacted in many ways on the 

WAhaL^seen how the system of family property was 
favourable to colonial enterprise. But the colonists, who had 
suffered under that system, were not like.y to introduce it m 
their new settlements, and thus the institution of personal land- 
ownership was probably first established and regulated m the 
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colonies. Their example reacted on the motlier-countiy, where 
other natural causes were also gradually undermining the family 
system. In the first place, as the power of the state grew” 
greater the power of the family grew less; and when the head 
of the state, wdiether king or republican government, \vas felt 
as a formidable authority, the prestige of the head of the family, 
overshadowed by the power of the state, became insensibly 
weaker. In the second place, it 'was common to assign a 
portion of an estate to one member of the family, to manage 
and enjoy the undivided use of it; and although it did liot 
become his and he had no power of disposing of it, yet the 
natural tendency would have been to allow it on his death to 
pass to his son on the same conditions. It is clear that such 
a practice tended to the ultimate establishment of personal 
proprietorship of the soil. Again, side by side of the un- 
divided family estate, personal properties were actually ac- 
quired. At this period there '^vas much wild unallotted land, 

'' which wild beasts haunt,’' especially on the hill-slopes, and 
when a man of energy reclaimed a portion of this land for 
tillage, the new fields became liis own, for they had belonged 
to no man. We can thus see generally ho'w inevitable it was 
that the old system should disap j)ear and the large family 
estates break up into private domains ; but the change was 
not accomplished by legislation, and the gradual process by 
which it was brought about is withdrawn from our eyes. It 
was only when private landownership had become an established 
fact, that the law cmne in and recognised it by regulating sales 
of land and allowing men to bequeath it freely. 

The Boeotian poet Hesiod has given us a picture of rural T/ie life of 
life in Greece at this period. He was a husbandman himself 
near Asera, where his father, wdio had come as a stranger from "oo 
Cyme in Aeolis, had put under cultivation a strip of waste land 
on the slopes of Helicon. The farm was divided between Lis and 
two sons, Perses and Hesiod, but in unequal shares ; and Hesiod 
accuses Perses of winning the larger moiety by bribing the 
lords of the district. But Perses managed his farm badly 
and it did not prosper. Hesiod wrote his poem the Works to 
teach such unthrifty farmers as his brother true principles of 
agriculture and economy. His view of life is profoundly 
gloomy, and suggests a condition of grave social distress in 
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Boeotia. This must have been mainly due to the oppression 

of the nobles, “ gift-devouring ” princes as he calls them, ihe 

poet looks back to the past with regret. The golden age the 
silver, and the bronze, have all gone by. and the age of the 
heroes who fought at Troy ; and mankind is now m the iron 
ao'e and “ will never cease by day or night from weariness and 
w”oe.” ‘' Would that I did not live in this generation, would 
that I had died before, or were born hereafter! The poem 
oives minute directions for the routine of the husbandmans 
work the times and tides of sowing and reaping and the 
other labours of the field, the fashion of the implements of 
tillage ; and all this is accompanied by maxims of proverbial 

nyunioi ' Apart from the value of his poem as a social picture, Hesiod 
a o-reat significance as the first spokesman of the common 
uHS folk. ”ln the history of Europe, his is the first voice raised 
V'K":. among the toiling classes and claiming the interest or 

mankind in their lot. It is a voice indeed of acquiescence, 
counselling fellow-toilers to make the best of an evil case ; the 
sta"e of revolt has not yet been reached. But the grievances 
m'e° aired, and the lords who wield the power are exhorted to 
deal iust ’judgments, that the land may prosper. The new poet 
is in form and style, under the influence of the Homeric poems 
but he is acutely conscious that he is striking new notes and 
has new messages for men. He comes forward, unhke Homcm, 
in his own person ; he contrasts himself with Homer when he 
claims that the Muses can teach truth as well as beautiful 
fiction. In his other poem, the Theogomj, he tells ns that the 
Theogony. ^jj.-^^o’hter3 of Zeus taught Hesiod as he fed sheep on the lip- 
sides of Helicon ; they gave him for staff a branch of bay. The 
staff was now the minstrers emblem ; for the epic poems \\ ere 
no lono'er sung to the lyre, but were recited by the “ rhapsode ” 
standiim with a staff in his hand. Then the Muses breathed 
into tlm shepherd of Asora the wizard power of declaring the 
future and the past, and set him the task of singing the race 
of the blessed gods. In the Tlmgmiy he performs this task. 
He sino-s how the world was made, the gods and the earth, the 
rivers and the ocean, the stars and the heaven ; how in infinite 
s, Qg which was at the beginning there arose Earth and Tartarus 
' id Love the cosmic principle; and it is notable how he intro- 
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duces amongst the eldest-born powers of the world such abstrac- 
tions as love itself, memory, sleep. These speculations on the 
origin of the universe, and the attempt to work up the popular 
myths into a system, mark a new stage in the intellectual 
development of Greece. The Tlieogony produced a whole SesMic 
school of bards, who merged their identity under the name of 
Hesiod; and, as we have seen,^ these Hesiodic poems had a 
decisive influence in moulding the ideas of the Greeks as to 
the early history of their race. 

Boeotia was always an unenterprising country of husband- 
men, and Hesiod had no sympathy with trade or foreign 
venture, though his father had come from Aeolis. But the 
growth of trade was the most important fact of the time, and 
here too the colonies reacted on the mother -country. By 
enlarging the borders of the Greek world they invited and 
facilitated the extension of Greek trade and promoted the 
growth of industries. Hitherto the Greeks had been mainly 
an agricultural and pastoral people: many of them were now 
becoming industrial. They had to supply their western 
colonies with oil and wool, with metal and pottery, and they 
began to enter into serious competition with the Phoenician 
trader and to drive eastern goods from the market. 

Greek trade moved chiefly along water-ways, and this ib Roads i% 
illustrated by the neglect of road-making in Greece. There 
were no paved roads, even in later times, except the Sacred 
Ways to frequented sanctuaries like that from Athens to 
Eleusis and Delphi, or that from the sea-coast to Olympia. 

Yet the Greeks were still timorous navigators, and it was 
j. deemed hazardous to sail even in the most familiar waters, 

except in the late summer. Hesiod expresses in vivid verses Ranger of 
the general fear of the sea : “ For fifty days after the solstice, 
till the end of the harvest, is the tide for sailing ; then you will 
not wreck your ship, nor will the sea wash down your crew, 
unless Poseidon or Zeus wills their destruction. In that season 
winds are steady and Ocean kind ; with mind at rest, launch 
your ship and stow your freight ; but make all speed to return 
home, and await not the new wine and the rain of the vintage- 
tide, when the winter approaches, and the terrible South-wind 
stirs the waves, in fellowship with the heavy autumnal rain of 

V Above, p. 80. 
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Zeus and makes the sea cruel.” About this time however, an 

important advance was made in sea-craft by the introduction of 

the use of the anchor. , i • r 

, ; Sea-faring states found it needful to build warships for 

“/ protection against pirates. The usual type of the early Greek 
wJ the Jenteeonte, ot . e 

o-alley with twenty-five benches, on each of u Inch two oarsmei 
sat. The penteconter hardly came into use in Greece before 
the eighth century. The Homeric Greeks had only smaller 
. , vessels of twenty oars, but we can see in the Homeric poems 

^ Se penteconter coming within their ken as a strange and 
wonderful thing. The ocean deity, Briareos called by the 
, . name of the Aegean, appears in the Iliad ; and he is probably 

new racer of the seas, sped byahuncrec 
hands. In the Odys.^y the Phaeacimis who are 
sea-craft, have ships of fifty oars. But before the eml of the 
eio-hth century a new idea revolutionised shipbuilding in 
n. Phoenicia. Vessels were built with two rows of benches one 
above the other, so that the number of oarsmen and the speed 
were increased without adding to the length of ship. I le 
“ bireme,” however, never became common in Greece, for the 
Phoenicians had soon improved it into the “ trireme, by he 
a. superposition of another bank of oars.^ The trireme, propelled 

rnrmm w rowei'S, was ultimately to come into universal use c, 

the remilar Greek warship, though for a long time after its 
tjenerai. use intooduction by the Corinthians the old penteconters weie 
tX still generally used ; but the unknown shipwright '^^o invoked 
the bireme deserves the credit of the new idea. Vhclte^e 
■ ■ naval battles were fought in the seventh century were fought 
mainly, we may be sure, with penteconters. But penteconters 
nebeni. and triremes alike were affected by the new invention of the 
{emhoios). |,;|.on2e ram on the prow, a weapon of attack which determined 
the future character of Greek naval warfare. „ , , , 

Train!, n, The Greeks believed that the first regular sea-fight between 

■ two Greek powers was fought before the middle of the seventh 
century between Corinth and her daughter-city Corcyra. If 

haMk tradition is true, we may be sure that the event was an 

between ■ 

1 rph, of building tins kind of galley lias been lost. Modern sliip-_ 

wrigS — reproduce t trireme. In later times tire Greeks bruit ships ol 
(6(U B.(\\ inany banks— five, ten, even forty. 
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incident in a straggle for the trade with Italy and Sicily and 
along the Adriatic coasts. The chief competitors, however, 
with Corinth in the west were the Euboean cities, Chalcis and 
Eretria. In the traffic in eastern seas the island city of 
Aegina, though she had no colonies of her own, took an active 
part, and became one of the richest mercantile states of Greece. 

Athens too had ships, but her industries were still on a com- 
paratively small scale, and it was not till a much later period 
that her trade was sufficient to involve her in serious rivalry 
with her neighbours. But the most active of all in industry 
and commerce were the Greeks of Ionia. 

Sect. 5. Influence of Lydia on Gkeece 

The Greeks of the Asiatic coast were largely dependent, for 
good or evil, on the adjacent inland countries. The inland 
trade added to their prosperity, but at any moment if a strong 
barbarian power arose their independence might be gravely 
menaced. At the beginning of the seventh century active 
intercourse was maintained between the Greeks and the king- 
doms of Phrygia and Maeonia. The Phrygian king Midas was Jjedication 
said in later times to have dedicated a throne to the god of 70^0 
Delphi ; both the Phrygians and the Lydians adopted the 
Greek alphabet, while the Greeks adopted their modes of 
music and admitted Phrygian legends into Greek mythology, 

A considerable Phrygian element had won its way into The 
Lydia, and had gained the upper hand. In the Homeric 
poems we nowhere read of Lydians but only of Mmoniaym, (socaiied 
and there can be no doubt that this name represents the 
Phrygian settlers or conquerors. A Maeonian dynasty ruled 
in Lydia at the beginning of the seventh century, and the king- 
bears a Maeonian name, Candaules, “hound -choker.’' The 
Aryan conquerors — -conquerors, that is, who spoke an Aryan 
tongue — ^had occupied the throne for centuries; and Greek 
tradition afterwards derived the origin of the family of 
Candaules from Heracles himself. But they had become de- murpa- 
generate, and Gyges, a native Lydian, of the clan of 
Mermnadae, succeeded in slaying Candaules and seizing the 
crown. This revolution ushered in a new period for the 
Lydian, as it was now called, no longer Maeonian, kingdom. 
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The dominion of the Maeonian sovereign had probably extended 
Mis southward to the valley of the Maeander. Gyges extended his 
mnqtmts. northward to the shores of the Propontis, where he 

founded Dascylion, and conquered the Troad. But he also 
designed to make the Aegean his western boundary and bring 
the Greek cities under his lordship. He pressed down the 
valley of the Hermus against Smyrna; down the valley of the 
Cayster against Colophon; down the valley of the Maeander 
against Miletus and Magnesia. Of these enterprises only the 
faintest hints have come down to us. It may be that ‘Colo- 
phon was actually captured, and perhaps Magnesia ; but the 
other cities beat back the enemy. The poet Mimnermus sings 
how a warrior, perhaps his own grandfather, wrought havoc 
in the ranks of the Lydian horsemen in the plain of the 
Hermus. 

But the plans of Gyges against his Greek neighbours were 
suddenly interrupted by a blow, wdiich descended, as it were 
from the other side of the world, upon Greeks and Lydians 
Cmmerian alike. The regions round about Lake Maeotis, on the northern 
invasions, Black Sea, were inhabited by the Cimmerians, who 

appear in the marvellous wanderings of Odysseus. They were 
now driven forth from their abodes, to which, however, their 
{Crimea.) name clung and still clings, by a Scythian folk, the Scolotae, 
who came from the east. Homeless, the Cimmerians wandered 
to the opposite side of the Euxine ; but whether they travelled 
by the eastern or the western route, by the Caucasus or by the 
Danube, is not known for certain. On one hand, they seemed 
to have appeared fii’st in eastern Asia Minor ; on the other, 
they seem to have associated with themselves some Thracian 
peoples — the Trerians, Edonians, and Thynians. The truth 
may be that they came round by the eastern coast ; and that 
afterwards, when they made their incursions into western Asia 
Minor, they invited allies from Thrace to help them. Having 
defeated the Milesians of Sinope, they chose this place to be 
Cm their chief settlement. They ventured to attack the great 
defeated by -Assyrian empire, and King Assarhaddon himself tells how '' I 
Assyrians, smote the Cimmerian Teuspa with all his army.’' But they 
679 A.c. overthrew the realm of Phrygia under its last king Midas, 
and towards the middle of the seventh century they attacked 
Lydia. To meet this danger, Gyges sought help from Assyria. 
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The warlike Assarhaddon had been succeeded afc Nineveh by 
Assurbanipal, a peaceful and literary prince, whose refined 
luxury is caricatured in the Grreek conception of Sardanapalus. 

The lord of Lydia acknowledged the overlordship of the lord 
of Assyria. He gained a victory over the Cimmerians, and 
sent their chiefs in chains to Nineveh. But he did not long 
brook to be the vassal of another sovereign. He threw off his 
allegiance to Assyria, and sent Ionian and Carian mercenary 
soldiers to Egypt, to help that country also to free itself from 
Assyrian dominion. At this moment, perhaps, Gyges was at Fower mid 
the height of his power. His wealth was famous, and he too, 
like Phrygian Midas, sent gifts— among them, six golden 
mixing-bowls — to the Delphian god. The poet Archilochus, 
who witnessed his career, sings defiantly that he “cares not for 
the wealth of golden Gyges.’' 

But the Cimmerians presently renewed their attack, and 
fortune changed. Gyges was slain in battle ; his capital Sardis Dmth of 
was taken, except the citadel ; and it was some satisfaction to 
Assurbanipal to record that Lydia was in the hands of the 
Cimmerians. It was not long before they swooped down upon Oim- 
the Greek cities. Callinus, a poet of Ephesus, heard the 
trample of their horses and roused his fellow-citizens to battle; lonim 
Ephesus defied their attack, but the temple of Artemis outside 
the walls was burned down. They and their allies from 
Thrace destroyed Magnesia on the Maeander. The barbarians 
made a deep impression. The swords which they swept down 
upon their enemies were enormous ; they were equipped with 
large quivers, and wore the curved caps of the Scythians; 
fierce hounds ran with their horses. Such was their appear- 
ance as they were pouxtrayed by a Greek artist of a later 
generation on a- painted sarcophagus found at Clazomenae. 

But the danger passed away. Ardys succeeded Gyges on th^Ardys, 
Lydian throne, and he not only finally drave out the Cim-^^^^y 
meriaiis from the land, but perhaps succeeded in extending his 
power into Cappadocia, as far as the Halys. 

In the meantime Lydia had made an invention Lydia% 

revolutionised commerce. It is to Lydia that Europe owes the 
invention of coinage. The Babylonians, Phoenicians, and 
Egyptians made use of weighed gold and silver as a medium 
of exchange, a certain ratio being fixed between the two 
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metals. A piece of weighed metal becomes a coin when it is 
stamped by the State and is thereby warranted to have its 
professed weight and purity. This step was first taken m 
Lydia, where the earliest money was coined somewhere about 
the beginning of the seventh century, probably by Gyges. 
Emrm These Lydian coins were made of the native white gold, or 
sMm. electron — a mixture of gold and silver in which the proportion 
of cold was greater. A bar of the white gold of Sardis was 
regWed as ten times the value of a silver bar, and three- 
fourths of the value of a gold bar, of the same weight. Miletus 
and Samos soon adopted the new invention, which then spread 

to other Asiatic towns. Then Aegina and the two great cities 
of Euboea instituted monetary systems, and by degrees all the 
states of Greece gave up the primitive custom of estimating 
value in heads of cattle, and most of them had their oivn 
mints. As gold was very rare in Greece, not being found except 
in the islands of Siphnos and Thasos, the Greeks coined in 
silver. This invention, coming at the very moment when the 
Greeks were entering upon a period of great conimercial 
activity, was of immense importance, not only in facilitating 
trade, but in rendering possible the accumulation of capital. 
Yet it took many generations to supersede completely the old 
methods of economy by the new system. 
r /«3 The Greeks had derived their systems of weight from 

Aegimtan [gabylonia and Phoenicia. But, when Aegina and the Euboean 
"""cities fixed the standard of their silver coinage, they did not 
standards. silver standard of either of those countries, ihe 

heavier stater (as the standard silver coin was named) of Aegina 
weighed 196 grains, and slightly exceeded a fiorm in value ; 
and” this system was adopted throughout the Peloponnese and 
in northern Greece. The lighter _ stater of Euboea weighed 
130 grains, which was the Babylonian standard of gold. This 
system, at first confined to Euboea, Samos, and a few other 
places, was afterwards adopted by Corinth, and then, in a 

slightly modified form, by Athens." _ _ 

It was highly characteristic of the Greeks that their coinage 

1 The Lydians had two scales ; one for domestic intercourse, based on a 
standard which they derived from Babylonia, and one for foreign commerce, 
based on a standard derived from Phoenicia through the Greeks. 

2 See below, p. 194. 
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was marked from the beginning by religions associations ; and Meiigious 
it lias been supposed that the priests of their temfiles had an 
important share in initiating the introduction of money. It coinage. 
was in the shrines of their gods that men were accustomed to 
store their treasures for safe-keeping; the gods themselves 
possessed costly dedications ; and thus the science of weighing 
the precious metals was necessarily studied by the priesthoods. 

Every coin which a Greek state issued bore upon it a reference 
to some deity. In early times this reference always took the 
shape of a symbol ; in later times the head of the god was often 
represented. The Lydian coins of Sardis, the coins of Miletus 
and other Ionian cities, bore a lion ; those of Eretria showed a 
cow with a sucking calf; Aegina displayed a tortoise, and 
Cyzicus a tunny-fish ; and all these tokens were symbols of 
the goddess who, whether under the name of Aphrodite or 
Hera or Artemis, was identified by the Greeks with Astarte 
of Phoenicia. 


Sect. 6. The Opening of Egypt 

Thus the merchants of Miletus and her fellows grew rich. 

They were the intermediaries between Lydia and the Medi- 
terranean ; while the Lydians carried their wares to the interior 
parts of Asia Minor and the far east. Their argosies sailed to 
the far west, as well as to the coasts of the Euxine. But a new 
field for winning wealth was opened to them, much about the 
same time as the invention of coinage revealed a new prospect 
to the world of commerce. The jealously guarded gates of 
Egypt were unbarred to Greek trade. 

The greatest exploit of the Assyrian monarch Assarhaddon 
was the conquest of Egypt. The land had been split up into 
an endless number of small kingdoms, and the kings continued 
to govern as vassals of Assyria. But the foreign domination 
did not last for much more than a quarter of a century. One indepcnd- 
of the kings, Psammetichus of Sais, in Lower Egypt, probably 
of Libyan stock, reTolted against Assurbanipal, who, in the 
last year of his reign, was occupied in subduing an insixrrection 
of the Elamites of Susiana. We have seen how mail-clad 
soldiers of Ionia and Oaria were sent by the lord of Lydia to 
assist Psammetichus. With the help of these “ bronze men metioh /. 
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wlio came up from tlie sea,” lie reduced the other kings and 
brought the whole of Egypt under his sway. This Libyan 
dynasty kept Sais as their capital, and their power was sup- 
ported by foreign mercenaries, Greeks and Oarians, Syrians and 
Fort of Phoenicians. Psammetichus built the fortress of Daplinae — 
for so Greek speech graciously altered into Greek shape the 
cv 570-B.a Egyptian name Defenneh — and entrusted it to his Greek 
soldiers. Belies of this foreign garrison have been dug up 
among the ruins of Daplinae. Psammetichus and his successors 
completely departed from the narrow Egyptian policy of the 
Pharaohs, and were the forerunners in some respects of the 
Greek dynasty of the Ptolemies, who three centuries hence 
were to rule the land. They opened Egypt to the trade of the 
world and allowed Greeks to settle permanently in the country. 
iTecho, the son of Psammetichus, connected the Eed Sea with 
the Mle by a canal, and began a work, which it was reserved 
for our own time to achieve, the cutting of a channel through 
the isthmus which parts the Eed Sea from the Mediterranean. 
His war-fleets sailed both in the Cypriot and in the Arabian 
seas ; and a party of Phoenician explorers sent out by him 
accomplished the circumnavigation of Africa — feat which 
two thousand years later was regarded as a wild dream. 

Fomida- The Milesiaiis founded , a factory on the western or Canobic 
of iiot very far from Sais ; and around it a 

Greek city grew up, which received the name of Naucratis, 
'' sea- queen.” This colony became the haven of all Greek 
traders ; for though at first they seemed to have moved freely, 
restrictions were afterwards placed upon them and they were 
not permitted to enter Egypt except by the Canobic mouth. 
At Haucratis, the Milesians, the Samians, and the Aeginetaiis 
had each their own separate quarter and their own sanctuaries; 
640-30 all the other Greek settlers had one common enclosure called 
the Hellenion, girt by a thick brick wall and capable of hold- 
ing 50,000 men. Here were their market-place and their 
temples. All the colonists of ETaucratis were Greeks of the 
Greek Asiatic coast, whether lonians, Dorians, or Aeolians, excepting 

AhiskM 

iPsam- ' Egypt, as we see, offered a field not only for traders but 
594-89^^’’ fox adventurous soldiers, and thus helped to relieve the 
B.a], pressure of over-population in Ionia. At Abusimhel in Upper 
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Egypt we have a relic of the Greek mercenaries, who accom- 
panied King Psanmetichiis II., Necho’s successor, in an expedi- 
tion against Ethiopia. Some of them scratched their names Timj write 
on the colossal statues of the temple ; and the very triviality 
of this relic, at such a distance of time, perhaps makes it the 
more interesting. 

Sect. 7. Cykene 

Kot long after Egypt was thrown open to Greek trade, Founda- 
there arose to the west of Egypt a new Greek city. Civil 
dissension in the island of Thera between the older population, 6*. 630 b.c. 
who called themselves by the obscure name of Minyae, and the 
later Dorian settlers led to an emigration of the Minyae — some 
Dorians among them ; and the exiles, having increased their 
band by Cretan adventurers, sailed for the shores of Barca. 

They made their first settlement on the little island of Platea 
off the coast ; their second on the opposite coast of the 
mainland ; and when this too proved a failure, they founded 
their abiding settlement about eight miles from the sea near 
an abundant spring of water, on two white hills, which 
commanded the encompassing plain. The city was named 
Gyrene, and it was the only Greek colony on the coast of 
Africa which attained to eminence and wealth. The man 
who led the island folk to their new home became their king ; 
his name seems to have been Aristoteles, but he took the 
strange name of Battus, which is said to mean “ king in the 
Libyan language, wdiile its resemblance to the Greek word for 
stammer ” gave rise to the legend that Battus I. stammered 
in his speech. His son was Arcesilas ; and in the line of the ArcesUms, 
Cyrenaeaii kings Battus and Arcesilas succeeded each other 
in alternation. Under Battus II. the new city was reinforced 
by a large incoming of new settlers whom he invited, chiefly 
from the Pelopomiese and Crete; and this influx changed the 
character of the place, since the original Minyan ” element 
was outnumbered. The lands which the Greeks took from 
the Libyan inhabitants were made fruitful by the winter 
I'ains ; Pindar describes them as plains over which dark 
clouds hover. There was excellent pasturage, and the men 
of Gyrene became famous for rearing horses and for skill as 
riders and charioteers. They were naturally the intermediaries 
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between Greek mercbants and the Libyan natives ; but the 
chief source of the wealth of the Cyrenaean kings was tlie 
export of silphion, a plant which acquired a high repute for 
m^licinal virtues. In those days it grew luxuriantly m the 
regions of Barca; now it is extinct. The sale of silphion 
was a monopoly of the king. In the reign of Arcesilas _U. 
Barca was founded, farther west. He had quarrelled with 
his brothers, and they left Cyrene and founded a town for 
tllGIHSGlVGS 

Cyrene held her head high in the Greek world though she 
was somewhat apart from it. A Cyrenaean poet arose, and 
continued the Odysmy and described the last adventures of 
Odysseus. His poem was accepted bj' Greece as windmg up 
the Epic Oj^cle which was associated with the name of Homei. 
His work was distinguished by local pride and local colouring. 

■ He o'ave Odysseus a son Areesilaus, and connected ^ the royal 
line of Cyrene with the great wanderer. And he introduced 
a flavour of those Libyan influences which modified Cyrenaean 
civilisation, just as the remote cities of the Eiixine received 
influences from Scythia. 


Sect, 8. Populae Discontent in Gheece 

towseo/ The advance of the Greeks in trade and industry pro- 
tfadt and many consequences of moment for their political a a 

industry. development. The manufactures required labour, and a 

sia„y. sufficient number of free labourers was not to be had _ Slaves 
were therefore indispensable, and they were imported in larp 
numbers from Asia Minor and Thrace and the coasts of the 
Euxine. The slave-trade became a profitable enterprise, and 
the men of Chios made it their chief pursuit. The existence 
of household slaves, generally war-captives, such as we meet 
in Homer, was an innocent institution which would nevei 
have had serious results; but the new organised slave-system 
which began in the seventh century was destined to proie 
one of the most fatal causes of disease and decay to the stans 

of d xeece 

At first the privileged classes of the aristocratic republics 
benefited by the increase of commerce; for the nobles were 
themselves the chief speculators. But the wealth which they 
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acquired by trade undermined their political position. Eoi^Decrecmof 
in the first place, their influence depended largely on theix 
domains of land ; and when industries arose to compete with culture. 
agriculture, the importance of land necessarily declined. In Wealth 
the second place, wealth introduced a new political standard ; 
and aristocracies resting on birth tended to transform them- 
selves into aristocracies resting on wealth. The proverb 
money makes the man’’ now came into vogue. As nobility 
by birth cannot be acquired, whereas wealth can, such a 
change is always a step in the direction of democracy. 

On the other hand, the poorer freemen at first suffered. The voice of 
. How heavily the transition from the old systems of exchange 
to the use of money bore upon them, we shall find illustrated heard. 
when we come to the special history of Athens. Eut their 
distress and discontent drove them into striving for full 
political equality, and in many cases they strove with success. 

The second half of the seventh century is marked in many 
parts of Greece by struggles between the classes; and the 
wiser and better of the nobles began themselves to see the 
necessity of extending political privileges to their fellow- 
citizens. The centralisation in towns, owing to the growth 
of industries and the declining importance of agriculture, 
created a new town population and doubtless helped on the 
democratic movement. 

In this agitated period lived a poet of great genius, 
Archilochus of Paros. It has been truly said that Archilochus 
is the first Greek '' of flesh and blood ” whom we can grasp 
through the mists of antiquity. Son of a noble by a slave 
mother he tried his luck among the adventurers who went 
forth to colonise Siris in Italy, but he returned having won 
an experience of sea-faring, which taught him to sing of the 
bitter gifts of Poseidon ” and the mariner’s prayers for 
'' sweet home.” Then he took part in a Parian colonisation 
of Thasos, and was ' in volved in party struggles which rent 
the island. It must have been at Thasos that he witnessed 
an eclipse of the sun at noontide, which he describes ; and 
this gives us, as a date in the Thasian period of his life, the 
6th of April 648 b.c. — the first exact date we have bearing 
on the history of Greece. All the evils of all Hellas are here, 
he exclaims; and Thasos is not a fair place nor a desirable, 
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like tlie land round the stream of Siris.” He announces that 
he is ''the servant of the lord of battle, and skilled in the 
delicious gift of the Muses.'' But when he fought in a war 
which the islanders waged with the Thracians of the opposite 
coast, he ran for his life and dropped his shield; never mind, 
he said, I will get me another as good." Poor, with a stain 
on his birth, tossed about the world, soured by adversity, 
Archilochus in his poetry gave full expression to his feelings, 
and used it to utter his passionate hatred against his enemies, 
such as the Parian Lycambes, for instance, who refused him 
his daughter Heobule. Had fortune favoured him, he would 
have been a noble of the nobles ; ill-luck drove him to join 
the movement against aristocracy. His poems present a 
complete contrast to the epic style and even to Hesiod. He 
addressed himself to the people ; sang to the flute, instead of 
the lyre ; used colloquial language ; and perfected iambic and 
trochaic measures for literary purposes. His influence may 
be judged from the fact that his poems were recited by the 
rhapsodes along with Homer and Hesiod. 

The ills of Greece, which were reflected in the poems of 
Archilochus, were to lead to the development of equality and 
freedom. But success in the struggle would in most cases 
depend on military efficiency ; and a revolution in the art of 
warfare, which was brought about at the same period, was 
therefore of immense importance. This takes us to the history 
of Sparta. 



CHAPTEE III 


GEOWTH OF SPAKTA. FALL OF THE AEISTOCRACIES 

Sect. 1. Sparta and her Constitution 

The Dorian settlers from the north, who took possession of 
the yalley of the Eurotas, established themselves in a number 
of village communities throughout the land, and bore the 
name of Lacedaemonians. In the course of time, a city-state Origm of 
grew up in their midst and won dominion over the rest. The ^sg^rtan 
town was formed by the union of five villages ^ which, after 
their union, still continued to preserve their identity, as 
separate units within the larger unity. The city was called 
Sparta, and took the dominant place in Laconia which had 
been formerly held by Ainyclae. The other Lacedaemonian 
communities were called the perioeci, or “dwellers round 
about” the ruling city, and, though they were free and perioikoi. 
managed their local affairs, they had no political rights in 
the Spartan state.^ The chief burdens which fell on them 
were military service and the farming of the royal domains. 

The Spartans were always noted for theii* conservative Conscrva- 
spirit. Hence we find in their constitution, which was 
remarkable in many ways, survivals of an old order of things 
which existed in the days of Homeric poetry, but has passed 
away in most places when trustworthy history begins. The 
most striking of these survivals was royalty ; Sparta was 
nominally ruled by kings. 

^ Pitane, Messoa, Limnae, Konoiira, and Dyme. 

- There is some evidence that in later times they were under the supervision 
of Spartan harmosts j but even this evidence chiefly concerns the island of 
Cythera, which, from a military point of view, required special arrangements. 
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This conservative spirit of the Spartans rendered them 
anxious to believe, and others willing to accept the view, that 
Lir constitution had existed from very ancient times in just 
the same shape and feature which it displayed in the days o^ 
recorded history. We are, however, forced to suspect that 
this was not the case. There can be little doubt_ that the 
sZtan state developed up to the end of the seventh centuiy 
on the same general lines as other Greek states, though with 
Le remarkable peculiarities. There can be little doubi 
that, like most- other states, it passed through the stages of 
royalty and aristocracy; and that the final form of tie 
constitution was the result of a struggle between the nobles 
and the people. The remarkable thing was that throughout 
these changes hereditary kingship survived. _ , 

The machine of the Spartan cmstitutioii, as we know it 
when it was fully developed, had four parts ; the Kings, t e 
Council, the Assembly, and the Ephors. The first three are 
the original institutions, which were common, as we saw, to 
the whole Greek race ; the Ephors were a later institution, 

and were peculiar to Sparta. _ ■ .i „ 

We saw that towards the end of the Homeric period the 
powers of the king were limited, and that this hmited monarchy 
then died out, sometimes leaving a trace behind it perhaps in 

-like the king-archon at Athens. In 


the name of a magistracy- 


Origin of 
the dual 
kingship. 


{At 

Ainydae '1) 


a few places it survived, and Sparta was one of them. But, 
it survived here, its powers were limited in a twofold way. It 
was limited not only by the other institutions of the state, but 
by its own dual character. For there were two kings a 
Sparta, and had been since the memory of men. It seems 
possible that the origin of this double P ^ 

coalition of two distinct communities, each of which had its 
own kino-. One tribe dwelt about Sparta, and its kings belonged 
to the - clan of the Agidae, and were of Dorian descent. The 
other tribe, we may guess, was settled somewhere in southern 
Laconia, and its royal clan was that of the 
came of the stock of the pre-Dorian settlers. These two tubes 
must have united to form a large city-state at Sparta; and the 
terms of the union were that neither tribe should give up i & 
king, but that two kings, with coeTual authority should rule 
over the joint community. The kingship passed from father 
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to son in tlie two royal houses of the Agids and Eurypontids ; 
and if the Agid kings possessed a slight superiority in public 
over their colleagues, this may have been due either to their 
Dorian blood or to the fact that the Eurypontids were the 
strangers who migrated to Spartad According to a pedigree 
which was made out for them in later days, when the myth of 
the Eeturn of the Heraclidae had become current, both dynasties 
traced themselves back to Heracles. 

It seems probable that it was partly because there were UMitatifni 
two kings, the one a check upon the other, that kingship 
not abolished in Sparta, or reduced to a mere magistracy. But 
the powers of the kings were largely curtailed ; and we may 
suppose that the limitations were introduced by degrees during 
that epoch in which, throughout Greece generally, monarchies 
were giving way to aristocratic rejiublics. Of the religious, 
military, and judicial functions, which belonged to them and 
to all other Greek kings, they lost some and retained others. 

They were privileged to hold certain priesthoods ; they Religious 
offered solemn sacrifices for the city every month to Apollo ; 
they prepared the necessary sacrifices before warlike expeditions 
and battles ; they were priests, though not the sole priests, of 
the community. 

They were the supreme commanders of the army. It Military 
is recorded that they had the right of making war upon 
whatever country they chose, and penalties were laid on any 
Spartan who presumed to hinder them. But if this great 
power belonged to them in the days of old, and perhaps con- 
tinued to belong to them in theory, they had ceased to possess 
it practically when Sparta emerges into the light of history. In 
historical times war and peace were decided not by the kings, 
but by the Assembly. But in the field they were sovereign; 
they had unlimited light of life and death * and they had a 
bodyguard of a hundred men. It is clear that these large 
powers were always limited by the double nature of the king- 
ship. But at a later period it was defined by law that onlj shortly 
one of the kings, to be chosen on each occasion by the people, 

^ Tlie relation of the live villages to these two cominimities must reinain 
obscure ; and also the question of the coalition of yet another tribe or clan (?), the 
Aegidae, wlio, however, did not retain their own king. ■ 

Of Zens Lacedaemon and Zeus Uranios. 
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should lead the army in time of war, and moreoYer they were 
made responsible to the community for their conduct in their 

"^^’^lulTwhile they enjoyed this supreme position as high-priests 
and leaders of the host, they could hardly he considered judges 
any longer. The right of dealing out dooms like the Homenc 
Aimemnon had passed away from them; only m three special 
cases had they still judicial or legal powers. They presided at 
Te adoption of children; they decided who was to marry an 
heiress Ihose father had died without betrothing her ; and they 
indeed in all matters concerning public roads. 

^ There were royal domains in the territory of the 
from which the kings derived their revenue But they also 
had perquisites at public sacrifices; on such occasions they 
were (like Homeric kings) given the first seat at the banquet, 
were served first, and received a double portion of everj timg, 
and the hides of the slaughtered beasts. The pious sentiment 
with which royalty, as a hallowed institution, was regarded, is 
mustrated by the honours which were paid to the kings when 
they died. “Horsemen,” says Herodotus, “carry round the 
tid^gs of the event through all Laconia, and m 
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persons of each house, a man and a woman, must put on 
Lurning garb, and if any fail to do this great pains ar-e 
imnosed ” The funeral was attended by a fixed number of the 
perioeci,' and it was part of the stated ceremony that the dead 
kinc^ should be praised by the mourners as better than all who 
had%one before him. Public business was not resumed for 
ten days after the burial. The king was ^ succeeded by his 
eldest son, but a son born before his father’s accession to the 
Lgship had to give way to the eldest of those who were horn 
Ster the accession. If there were no children, the succession 
fell to the nearest male kinsman, who was likewise the regent 

in the case of a minority. 

//.Gerusia, The gemites or elders whom we find m Homer ^advising 
or'comidi and also acting as judges have developed at Sparta m o a 
body of fixed number, forming a defimte part of the consti u- 
tion! called the This Council consisted of 

members, including, the two kings, who belonged ^ 

virtue of their kingship. The other twenty-eight must be over 
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sixty years of age, so that the Council was a body of elders in 
the strict sense of the word. They held their office for life 
and were chosen by acclamation in the general assembly of 
citizens, whose choice was supposed to fall on him whose moral 
merits were greatest ; membership of the Council was described 
as a '' prize for virtue,’' The Council prepared matters which 
were to come before the Assembly ; it exercised, as an advising 
body, a great influence on political affairs ; and it formed a 
court of justice for criminal cases. 

But though the CoLincillors were elected by the people, 
they were not elected from the people. hTobility of birth 
retained at Sparta its political significance ; and only men of 
the noble families could be chosen members of the Council. 

And thus the Council formed an oligarchical element in the 
Lacedaemonian constitution. 

Every Spartan who had passed his thirtieth year was a III. 
member of the Apella, or Assembly of Citizens, which met 
every month between the bridge of Babyka and the stream of of the 
Knakion. In old days, no doubt, it w^as summoned by the 
kings, but in historical times we find that this right has passed 
to the ephors. The assembly did not debate, but having heard 
the proposals of kings or ephors, signified its will by acclama- 
tion. If it seemed doubtful to which opinion the majority of 
the voices inclined, recourse was had to a division. The people 
elected the members of the Gerusia, the ephors and other 
magistrates ; determined questions of war and peace and foreign 
politics ; and decided disputed successions to the kingly office. 
Thus, theoretically, the Spartan constitution was a democracy. 

No Spartan was excluded from the apella of the people ; and 
the will of the ]3eople expressed at their apella was supreme, 

'' To the people,” runs an old statute, “ shall belong the decision 
and the i^ow^er.” But the same statute granted to the execu- 
tive authorities — the elders and magistrates ” — a powder which 
restricted this apparent supremacy of the people. It allo^ved 
them “ to be seceders, if the people make a crooked decree.” It 
seems that the will of the people, declared by their acclama- 
tions, did not receive the force of law, unless it were then 
formally proclaimed before the assembly was formally dis- 
solved. If the elders and magistrates did not approve of the 
decision of the majority of the assembly, they could annul the 
VOL. I ■ K 
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Sre^ephors were the most characteristic part of the 

xue uv i- arinrt-fl The origin of the office is 

Dolitical constitution ot bparta. xiit? u , x-i. 4 . i 

riled in obscurity; it was supposed to have been instituted 
in the first half of the eighth century. But we must dis 
tint^uish between the first institution of the office and the 
be<dnning of its political importance. It is probable that m 
thf co^se of the eighth century, the Mugs findmg it impossible 
to attL to all theil duties were constrained to give up the civil 
L«otion. and that the ephors or “ overseem weto appomted 
for this purpose.' The number of the ephors would seem to 
teconnitodwith the number ot the five dem^ or vdlags 
whose union formed the city; and jorhaps e»h one rf the 
ephors was assigned originally to one of the 
eSrmt have ten till the seventh century that the ephors won 
S oreat political power. They mnst have won that power 
to a conffiot between the nobility who governed m conjnnetron 
witV the kings, and the people who had no shaie m the 
oovemment. In that struggle the kings represented the cause 
of the nobility while the ephors were the representatives oi 
1 p^W A oomproniise,ls the result of such a eonllic. 
is imtoL to the oaths which were every month endjanged 
teween the kings and the ephors. The krng swore that he 
“rd observe tlo laws of the state in discha^mg hjs royal 
Tnetions ; the ephor that be wonld maintoin te royal powm 
undiminished, so long as the king was true to bis oath, i 
this ceremony we have the record ot an acute conSiot between 
tie government and people The democratic cbaracte of the 
ephm-ate appears from the fact that any Spartan might 1* 

1 ThP Alexandrines seem to have had an ephor-list reaching as far back as 

,h.i. f— to. 

Spartan , , f the local institutions in the towns ot the perioeci, 

Vi- ^“’^MnTobarttrsot lSt on details of the Spartan constitution, 
which jrob- i^cedaemon, has unfortunately not survived. 
^tTbrEur^ HiS Jobably smoothed the way for the compromise. It 

Emypontirsfu? lot among the Agids, allude to their popular attitude. 


Ill 


GROWTH OF SPARTA 


131 


i 





elected. The mode of election, which is described by Aristotle 
as '' very childish/' was practically equivalent to an election by 
lot. When the live ephors did not agree among themselves, 
the minority gave way. 

The ephors entered upon their office at the beginning of 
the Laconian year, which fell on the first new moon after the 
autumnal equinox. As chosen guardians of the rights of the 
people, they were called upon to watch jealously the conduct 
of the kings. With this object two ephors always accompanied 
the king on warlike expeditions. They had the power of 
indicting the king and summoning him to appear before them. 

The judicial functions which the kings lost passed partly to the 
ephors, partly to the Council. The ephors were the supreme 
civil court ; the Council, as we have seen, formed the supreme 
criminal court. But in the case of the Perioeci the ephors 
were criminal judges also. They were moreover responsible 
for the strict maintenance of the order and discipline of the 
Spartan state, and, when they entered upon office, they issued 
a proclamation to the citizens to shave their upper lips and 
obey the laws." 

This unique constitution cannot be placed under any general Character 
head, cannot be called kingdom, oligarchy, or democracy, 
without misleading. None of these names is applicable to it, 
but it participated in all three. A stranger who saw the 
kings going forth with power at the head of the host, or 
honoured above all at the public feasts in the city, would have 
described Sparta* as a kingdom. If one of the kings them- 
selves had been asked to define the constitution, it is probable 
that he would have regretfully called it a democracy. Yet 
the close Council, taken from a privileged class, exercising an 
important influence on public affairs, and deferring to an 
Assembly which could not debate, might be alleged to prove 
that Sparta was an oligarchy. The secret of this complex 
character of the Spartan constitution lies in the fact that, while 
Sparta developed on the same general path as other states and 
had to face the same political crises, she overcame each crisis 
with less violence and showed a more conservative spirit. 

When she ought to have passed from royalty to aristocracy, 
she diminished the power of the kings, but she preserved 
hereditary kingship as a part of the aristocratic government. 
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When she ought to have advanced to democracy, she gave 
indeed enormous power to the representatives of the people, 
but she still preserved both, her hereditary kings and the 
Council of her nobles. 

Sect. 2. Spartan Conquest of Messenia 

In the growth of Sparta the first and most decisive step 
was the conquest of Messenia. The southern portion of the 
Peloponnesus is divided into two parts by Mount Taygetus. 

Of these, the eastern part is again severed by Mount Parnon 
into two regions : the vale of the river Eurotas, and the rugged 
strip of coast between Parnon and the sea. The western j/essenm, 
country is less mountainous, more fruitful, and blessed by a 
milder climate, nor is it divided in the same way by a mountain 
chain ; the hills rise irregularly, and the river Pamisus w^aters 
the central plain of Steiiyclarus where the Greek invaders are 
said to have fixed their abode. The natural fortress of the 
country was the lofty rock of Ithome which rises to the west 
of the river. It is probable that under its protection a town 
grew up at an early period, whose name Messene was after- 
wards transferred to the whole country. 

The fruitful soil of Messenia, good to plant and good to JSarhj con- 
ear,’’ as one of her poets sang, could not but excite the covetous- 
ness of her martial neighbours. It is impossible to determine 
the date of the First Messenian War with greater precision 
than the eighth century. Legends grew up freely as to its 
causes and its course. All that we know with certainty is 
that the Spartan king, under whose auspices it was waged, was 
named Theopompus ; that it was decided by the capture of the 
great fortress of Ithome ; and that the eastern part of the land 
became Laconian. A poet writing at the beginning of the 
seventh century would have naturally spoken of Messene or 
Pherae as being ''in Lacedaemon.” When the Second War 
broke out towards the end of the seventh century, it was either 
history or legend that the previous war had lasted twenty 
years. Legends grew up around it, and in these the chief figure Legend of 
was a Messenian hero named Aristodemus. The tale was that 

derrvns. 

he offered his daughter as a sacrifice to save his country, in 
obedience to the demand of an oracle. Her lover made a 
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despairing effort to save her life by spreading a report that the 
niaMen was about to become a mother, and ^IThLd 
incensed Aristodemus that he slew her with ^ ' 

Aft terrified by evil dreams and portents, and per- 

suaded that his country was doomed, he killed himself upon 

^'^IrSobjelTS' the Spartans was to increase the number 
of the lots of land for their citizens, many of 
Messenians were reduced to the condition of Helots, and 
servitude was hard though their plight might have been harden 
They paid to their lords only one-half of the produce of the 
land's Ihich they tilled, whereas in Attica at the 
the free tillers of the soil had to pay five-sixths. The bpaitan 
poet Tyrtaeus describes how the Messenians endured the 
iiisol6nc6 of thoir masters : 

As asses worn by loads intolerable. 

So them did stress of cruel force compel, 

Of all tlie fruits tlie well-tilled land aftords, 

The moiety to bear to their proud lords. 

For some generations tliey submitted patiently, but at length, 
when victorious Sparta felt secure, a rebellion was organised m 
the northern district of Andania. The rebels were supported 
by their neighbours in Arcadia and Pisatis, and lej c 
to have found an able and ardent leader in Aristomenes 
sprunc^ from an old Messenian family. The revolt was at first 
ScL^sful. The Spartans fared ill, and their young men 
experienced the disgrace of defeat. The ^opes of the smfs 
rose and Sparta despaired of recovering the land, hut a 
leader and a poet arose amongst them. The lame Tyrtaeus is 
recorded to have inspired his countrymen with such martial 
vigour that the tide of fortune turned, and Sparta began to 
retrieve her losses and recover her reputation. 
of the poems of Tyrtaeus have been preserved and they supp y 
the only trustworthy material we have for the W ory o 
Messenian wars ; and he won such fame by the practical 
successes of his art that at a later ® 
to claim him as one of their sons and f 

the counsel of an oracle, had sent for him. The warriors 
advanced to battle singing his “ marches to the sound of 



I flutes, while Ms elegies, composed in the conventional epic 

dialect, are said to have been recited in the tents after the 
avening meaL But we learn from himself that his strategy 
was as effective as his poetry, and the Messenians were 
presently defeated in the Battle of the Great Foss. They then 
retired to the northern stronghold of Eira on the river FTedon, 
which plays the same part in the second war that Ithome 
; played in the first, while Aristomenes takes the place of Aris- 

/ todemus. As to Eira, indeed, we possess no record on the 

contemporary authority of Tyrtaeus, whose extant fragments 
notice none of the adventures, nor even the name, of the hero 
Aristomenes. Yet Eira may well have been the place where 
the last stand was made ; for the Spartans had rased the forti- 
fications of Ithome, which is not mentioned in connexion with 
{ the second war. At Eira the defenders were near %}xm: Oaptwe of 

Arcadian supporters and within reach of Pylos which seems 
I not to have been yet Lacedaemonian. But Eira fell ; legend 

I says that it was beleaguered for eleven years. Aristomenes 

was the soul of the defence, and his wonderful escapes became 
the argument of a stirring tale. On one occasion he was Tales of 
thrown, with fifty fellow-countrymen, captured by the Spartans, 
into a deep pit. His comrades perished, and Aristomenes 
awaited certain death. But by following the track of a fox 
he found a passage in the rocky wall of his prison and appeared 
on the following day at Eira. When the Spartans surprised 
p that fortress, he made his escape wounded to Arcadia. He 

i died in Khodes, but two hundred and fifty years later, on the 

j field of Leuctra, he reappeared against the Spartans to avenge 

his defeat. 

Those Messenians who were left in the land were mostly 
reduced agf|,in to the condition of Helots, but the maritime 
communities and even a few in the interior remained free, as 
I perioeci, in the possession of their estates. Many escaped to 

Arcadia, while some of the inhabitants of the coast-towns may 
have taken ship and sailed to other places. 

At this time Sparta, like most Greek states, suffered from Pmswre 0/ 
j domestic discontent. There was a pressing land question, 

I with which Tyrtaeus dealt in a poem named Eunomia, or Lem 

and Order, This question was partly solved by the conquest 
of the whole land of Messenia, and doubtless the foundation of 
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tlie colony of Taras in southern Italy was undertaken for the 
purpose of reheying an excessive population. 

Remiutimi The Messenian war, as recorded by Tyrtaeus, shows us that 
power of the privileged classes had already been uiider- 
kopiUes. mined by a great change in the method of warfare. The 
fighting is done, and the victory won, by regiments of mailed 
foot-lancers, who march and fight together in close ranks. 
The secret had been discovered that such well-drilled spears- 
men — hoplites as they were called — were superior to cavalry ; 
and much about the same period in Ionia, we find the infantry 
of Smyrna holding their own against the Lydian horsemen of 
Gyges. The recognition of serried bodies of foot, as a useful 
weapon in battle, can be traced in the later parts of the Iliad ; 
but it was in Sparta first that their value was fully appre- 
ciated. There they became the main part of the military 
Political establishment The city no longer depended chiefly on her 
nobles in time of war ; she depended on her whole people. 
change. The progress of metal-smiths in their trade, which accom- 
panied the general industrial advance of Greece, rendered 
possible this transformation in the art of war. Every well-to- 
do citizen could now provide himself with an outfit of armour 
and go forth to battle in panoply.^ The transformation was 
distinctly levelling and democratic; for it placed the noble 
and the ordinary citizen on an equality in the field. We shall 
not be WTong in connecting this military development with 
those aspirations of the people for a popular constitution, 
which resulted in the investment of the ephorate with its 
great political powers. 

From Sparta, where it w^as brought to a perfection which 
in the days of Tyrtaeus it had not yet attained, the institution 
of the heavy foot-lancers spread throughout Greece, and its 
natural tendency everywhere wms to promote the progress to 
democracy. It is significant that in Thessaly, where the 
hoplite system was not introduced and cavalry was always 
the kernel of the army, democratic ideas never made way. 

^ Tlie metal breast-plate bad been introduced ; metal greaves were worn, and 
tMgb-p>i®ces. The round shield borne on ’ the arm had superseded the clumsy 
shoulder-swxnig shield of the heroic period. 
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Sect. 3. Internal Deyelopment of Sparta and her 
Institutions 

In the seven til century one could not have foretold what Character 
Sparta was destined to be. Her nobles lived luxuriously, like 
the nobles of other lands; the individual was free, as in other 
cities, to order his life as he willed. She showed some 
promise of other than military interests. Lyric poetry was 
transported from its home in Lesbos to find for a while a 
second home on the banks of the Eurotas. Songs to be sung 
at banquets, at weddings, at harvest feasts, and at festivals of 
the gods, by single singers or choirs of men or maidens, were 
older than memory could reach ; but with the development of 
music and the improvement of musical instruments the com- 
position of these songs became an art, and lyric poetry was 
created. The introduction of a lyre of seven strings instead 
of the old tetrachord wms attributed to Terpander of Lesbos, 
who was at ail events an historical person, and both a poet 
and a musician. He visited Sparta, and is said to have in- 
stituted the musical contest at the Carnea, the great festival (Feast of 
of Lacedaemon. His music was certainly welcomed there, and 
Sparta soon had a poet, who, though not her own, was at least 
her adopted, son. Aleman from Lydian Sardis made Sparta 
his home, and we have some fragments of songs which he com- 
posed for choirs of Laconian maidens. Sparta had her epic 
poet too in Cinaethon. But this promise of a school of music 
and poetry was not to be fulfilled. 

When Sparta emerges into the full light of history we find Trans^ 
her under an iron discipline, which invades every part of 
man's life and controls all his actions from his cradle to his (7th-mh 
death-bed. Everything is subordinated to the art of war, and 
the sole aim of the state is to create invincible warriors. The 
martial element was doubtless, from the very beginning, 
stronger in Sparta than in other states; and as a city ruling 
over a large discontented population of subjects and serfs, she 
must always be prepared to fight ; but we shall probably never 
know how, and under what infiuences, the singular Spartan 
discipline which we have now to examine was introduced. 

Nor can we, in describing the Spartan society, distinguish 
always between older and later institutions. 
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The whole Spartan people formed a military caste ; the Me 

of a Spartan citizen was devoted to the service of the state. 

In order to carry out this ideal it was necessary that every 
citizen should be freed from the care of providmg_ for ^i^self 
and his family. The nobles owned family domains of their ^ 
own; but the Spartan community also came into possession o 

di^^ded into a number of lots. Each 

Spartan obtained a lot, wMch passed from lather to son, but 
could not be either sold or divided ; thus a citizen could never 
be reduced to poverty.^ The original inhabitants, whom the 
Lacedaemonians dispossessed and reduced to the state of serfs, 
cultivated the land for their lords. Every year the owner of 
a lot was entitled to receive seventy medimni of corn for him- 
self twelve for his wife, and a stated portion of wine and fruit. 
All that the land ]produced beyond this, the Helot was a owec 
to retain for his own use. Thus the Spartan need take no 
thought for his support; he could give all his time to the 
affairs of public life. Though the Helots were not driven by 
taskmasters, and had the right of acquiring private P™P“ty. 
their condition seems to have been hard; at all e-vents, they 
were always bitterly dissatisfied and ready to rebel, whenever 
an occasion presented itself. The system of Helotry waa a 
source of danger from the earliest times, but especially after 
the conquest of Messenia; and the state of constant military 
preparation in wMch the Spartans lived may have been partly 
due to the consciousness of this peril perpetually a lem 
Kryptaa. doors. The Kryptda or secret police was instituted— A is 
uncertain at what date-to deal with this danger, loung 
Spartans were sent into the country and empowered to kill 
every Helot whom they had reason to regard with suspicion. 
Closely connected with this system was the remarkable custom 
that the ephors, in whose hands lay the general control over 
the Helots, should every year on entering office proclaim war 
against them. By tMs device, the youths could slay danger- 
ous Helots without any scruple or fear of the guilt of man- 
slauo-hter. But notwithstanding these precautions serious 
revolts broke out again and again. A Spartan had no power 
to grant freedom to the Helot who worked on his lot, nor yet 

^ In the fom-th century, however, some Spartans had been impoverished, from 

wliat cause is 'unknown. 
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to sell him to another. Only the state could emancipate. 

As the Helots were called upon to serve as light-armed troops 
in time of war, they had then an opportunity of exhibiting 
bravery and loyalty in the service of the city, and those who 
conspicuously distinguished themselves might be rewarded by 
the city with the meed of freedom. Thus arose a class of 
freedmen called neodamodes, or new demesmen. There was 
also another class of persons, neither serfs nor citizens, called ® 
mothones, who probably sprang from illegitimate unions of^iomnes 
citizens with Helot women. Mothakes). 

Thus relieved from the necessity of gaining a livelihood, the Education 
Spartans devoted themselves to the good of the state, and the 
aim of the state was the cultivation of the art of war. Sparta 
was a large military school. Education, marriage, the details 
of daily life wefe all strictly regulated with a view to the 
maintenance of a perfectly efficient army. Every citizen was 
to be a soldier, and the discipline began from birth. When a 
child was born it was submitted to the inspection of the heads 
of the tribe, and if they judged it to be unhealthy or weak, it 
was exposed to die on the wild slopes of Mount Taygetus. At (Paido- 
the age of seven years, the boy was consigned to the care of 
a state-officer, and the course of his education was entirely 
determined by the purpose of inuring him to bear hardships, 
training him to endure an exacting discipline, and instilling ’ 
into his heart a sentiment of devotion to the state. The boys, 
up to the age of twenty, were marshalled in a huge school 
formed on the model of an army.^ The captains and prefects iranes. 
who instructed and controlled them were young men who had 
passed their twentieth year, but had not yet reached the 
thirtieth, which admitted them to the rights of citizenship.^ 

Warm friendships often sprang up between the young men 
and the boys whom they were training ; and this was the one 
place in Spartan life where there was room for romance. 

pThey were divided into ‘‘herds” (jSoiJat), and each herd consisted of a 
certain number of “ pens ” or troops (tXai). The youth who commanded the hua 
was a huagor, the captain of the ila an ilarch. 

The elder youth from eighteen to twenty was called a mdlimn, for he was 
soon, on completing his twentieth year, to enter into the ranks of the iranes, or 
young men over twenty and under thirty. The younger members of this class 
were called first iranes (protiranes) ; the eldest, who were about to become 
“men,” were sphaireis ; and there were probably intermediate classes. 
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At the age of twenty the Spartan entered upon military 
service and was permitted to marry. But he could not yet 
enioy home-life; he had to live in “ barracks ” with his com- 
panions, and could only pay stolen and fugitive visits to his 
wife. In his thirtieth year, having completed his training, he 
became a “ man,” and obtained the full rights of citizenship. 
The Homoioi or peers, as the Spartan citizens were called, 
dined together in tents in the Hyacinthian Street. These 
public messes were in old days called andreia, or mens 
meals,” and in later times phiditia. Each member of a com- 
mon tent made a fixed monthly contribution, derived from the 
produce of his lot, consisting of barley, cheese, wine, and figs, 
and the members of the same mess-tent shared the same tent 
in the field in time of war. These public messes ^are a sur- 
vival, adapted to military purposes, of the old custom of public 
banquets, at which all the burghers gathered together at a 
table spread for the gods of the city. Of the organisation of 
the Spartan hoplites in early times we have no definite^ know- 
ledge. Three hundred “ horsemen,” chosen from the Spartan 
youths, formed the king’s bodyguard ; but though as their 
name shows, they were originally mounted, in later times they 
fought on foot. The light infantry was supplied by the 
Perioeci and Helots. 

• Spartan discipline extended itself to the women too, with 
the purpose of producing mothers who should be both phy sically 
strong and saturated with the Spartan spirit. The girls, in 
common with the boys, went through a gymnastic training ; 
and it was not considered immodest for them to practise their 
exercises almost nude. They enjoyed a freedom which was in 
marked contrast with the seclusion of women m other Greek 
states. They had a high repute for chastity ; but if the govern- 
ment directed them to breed children for the state, they had 
no scruples in obeying the command, though it should involve 
a violation of the sanctity of the mamage-tie. They were, 
proverbially, ready to sacrifice their maternal instincts to the 
welfare of their country. Such was the spirit of the place. 

Thus Sparta was a camp in which the highest object of 
every man’s life was to be reaidy at any moment to fight witi 
the utmost efficiency for his city. The aim of every law the 
end of the whole social order was to fashion good soldiers. 
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Private luxury was strictly forbidden; Spartan simplicity 
became proverbial. Tbe individual man, entirely lost in the 
state, had no life of his own ; he had no problems of human 
existence to solve for himself. Sparta was not a place for 
thinkers or theorists; the whole duty of man and the highest 
ideal of life were contained for a Spartan in the laws of his 
city. Warfare ' being the object of all the Spartan laws and <?/ 
institutions, one might expect to find the city in a perpetual 
state of war. One might look to see her sons always ready 
to strive with their neighbours without any ulterior object, 
war being for them an end in itself. But it was not so; 
they did not wage Avar more lightly than other men ; we can- 
not rank them with barbarians who care only for fighting and 
hunting. We may attribute the original motive of their 
institutions, in some measure at least, to the situation of a 
small dominant class in the midst of ill-contented subjects and 
hostile serfs. They must always be prepared to meet a rebel- 
lion of Perioeci or a revolt of Helots, and a surprise would 
have been fatal. Forming a permanent camp in a country 
which was far from friendly, they were compelled to be always 
on their guard. But there was something more in the vitality 
and conservation of the Spartan constitution, than precaution 
against the danger of a possible insurrection. It appealed to 
the Greek sense of beauty. There was a certain completeness 
and simplicity about the constitution itself, a completeness 
and simplicity about the manner of life enforced by the laAvs, 
a completeness and simplicity too about the type of character 
developed by them, AAdiich Greeks of other cities never failed 
to contemplate Avith genuine, if distant, admiration. Shut 
away in '' hollow many-clefted Lacedaemon,” out of the world 
and not sharing in the progress of other Greek cities, Sparta 
seemed to stand still ; and a stranger from Athens or Miletus 
in the fifth century' visiting the straggling villages which 
formed her unwalled unpretentious city must have had a feel- 


ing of being transported into 


an 


long 


past, when men 


were biwer, better, and simpler, unspoiled by Avealth, undis- 
turbed by ideas. To a philosopher, like Plato, speculating in 
political science, the Spartan state seemed the nearest approach 
to the ideal. The ordinary Greek looked upon it as a structure . 

„ - . , , -T-v . . n admimtion 

oi severe and simple beauty, a Donan city stately as a Dorian of Sjmrta. 


142 


CHAP. 


Degenem' 
tion of 
Sgiarta. 


Unity oj 
the con- 
stitution. 


HISTORY OF GREECE 

temple, far nobler than his own abode but not so comfortable 
to dwell in. If this was the effect produced upon strangers, 
we can imagine what a perpetual joy to a Spartan peer was 
the contemplation of the Spartan constitution ; how he felt a 
sense of superiority in being a citizen of that city, and a pride 
in living up to its ideal and fulfilling the obligations of his 

nobility. In his mouth “ not beautiful ” meant “ contrary to 

the Spartan laws,” which were believed to have been inspired 
by Apollo. This deep admiration for their constitution as an 
ideally beautiful creation, the conviction that it was incapable 
of improvement — being, in truth, wonderfully effective in 
realising its aims— is bound up with the conservative spirit of 
the Spartans, shown so conspicuously in their use of their old 
iron coins ^ down to the time of Alexander the Great. 

It was inevitable that, as time went on, there should be 
many fallings away, and that some of the harder laws should, 
by tacit agreement, be ignored. The other Greeks were always 
happy to point to the weak spots in the Spartan armour. From 
an early period it seems to have been a permitted thing for a 
citizen to acquire land in addition to his original lot. As such 
lands were not, like the original lot, inalienable, but could be 
sold or divided, inequalities in wealth necessarily arose, ^ and 
the “ communism ” which we observed in the life of the citizens 
was only superficial But it was specially provided by law 
that no Spartan should possess wealth in the form of gold or 
silver. This law was at first eluded by the device of deposit- 
ing money in foreign temples, and it ultimately became a 
dead letter ; Spartans even gained throughout Greece an evil 
reputation for avarice. By the fourth century they had greatly 
degenerated, and those who wrote studies of the Lacedaemonian 
constitution contrasted Sparta as it should be and used to be 
with Sparta as it was. 

There is no doubt that the Spartan system of discipline 
grew up by degrees ; yet the argument from design might be 
plausibly used to prove that it was the original creation of a 
single lawgiver. We may observe how well articulated and 

how closely interdependent were its various parts. The whole 
discipline of the society necessitated the existence of Helots ; 
and on the other hand the existence of Helots necessitated 

1 The old and the ‘pdanor. 
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such a discipline. The ephorate was the keystone of the 
structure ; and in the dual kingship one might see a cunning 
intention to secure the powers of the ephors by perpetual 
jealousy between the kings. In the whole fabric one might 
trace an artistic unity which might be thought to argue the 
work of a single mind. And until lately this was generally Vulgar 
believed to be the case ; some still maintain the belief. A 
certain Lycurgus was said to have framed the Spartan institu- S 85 b,o, 
tions and enacted the Spartan laws about the beginning of the 
ninth century. ' 

But the grounds for believing that a Spartan lawgiver 
named Lycurgus ever existed are of the slenderest kind. The 
earliest statements as to the origin of the constitution date 
from the fifth century, and their discrepancy shows that they 
were mere guesses, and that the true origins were buried com- 
pletely in the obscurity of the past. Pindar attributed the Statements 
Lacedaemonian institutions to Aegimius, the mythical ancestor % 4 ianims, 
of the Dorian tribes ; the historian Hellanicus regarded them Thucy- 
as the creation of the two first kings of Sparta, Procles and [c, 304], 
Eurysthenes. The more critical Thucydides, less ready to 
record conjectures, contents himself with saying that the Lace- 
daemonian constitution had existed for rather more than four 
hundred years at the end of the Peloponnesian war. Herodotus a^id 
states that the Spartans declared Lycurgus to have been the 
guardian of one of their early kings, and to have introduced 
from Crete their laws and institutions. But the divergent 
accounts of this historian's contemporaries, who ignore Lycurgus 
altogether, prove that it was simply one of many guesses and 
not a generally accepted tradition. It maybe added that if 0/ 
the old Spartan poet Tyrtaeus had mentioned Lycurgus as a 
lawgiver, his words would certainly have been quoted by later 
writers ; and we may fairly conclude ^ that he knew nothing of 
such a tradition. 

Lycurgus, or to give him his name in its true form Lyco- The true 
wrgos, was not a man ; he was a god. He was an Arcadian 

^ The conclusion depends on a twofold argument from silence : the probability 
is great that if Lycurgus had been remembered as the original lawgiver in the 
poet’s time, the poet would have mentioned him; and it is equally probable 
that if he had mentioned him, some of the numerous extant writers wdm deal 
with the Laconian state and Lycurgus 'would have appealed to his venerable 
authority. 
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deity or ''hero/’ — perhaps some form of the Arcadian Zeus 
Lycaeus, god of the wolf-mountain ; and his name meant 
“ wolf-repeller.” He was worshipped at Lacedaenioii where he 
had a shrine, and we may conjecture that his cult was adopted 
by the Spartans from the older inhabitants whom they dis- 
placed. He may have also been connected with Olympia, for 
qmit of his name was inscribed on a very ancient quoit — the so-called 
ixMtus, Ipliitus — which was preserved there, and perhaps 

dated from the seventh century. The belief that this deity 
was a Spartan lawgiver^ inspired by the Delphic oracle,^ 
gradually gained ground and in the fourth century generally 
prevailed Aristotle believed it, and made use of the old 
epioit to fix the date of the Lycurgean legislation to the first 
half of the eighth century. But while everybody regarded 
Lycurgus as unquestionably an historical personage, candid 
investigation confessed that nothing certain was known con- 
cerning him, and the views about his chronology were many 
and various. 

Sect. 4. The Cuetan Constitutions 

Ancient Greek students of constitutional history were struck 
by some obvious and remarkable resemblances bet^veen the 
Spartan and the Cretan states, and it was believed by many 
that the Spartan constitution was derived from Crete, though 
there are notable differences as well as notable likenesses. It 
will be convenient to glance here at the political condition of 
this island, to which we shall seldom have to recur, since, 
owing to its geographical situation and the lack of political 
union, it was, after the heroic age, somewhat isolated and with- 
drawn from the main course of Greek history. 

In a passage in the Odyssey the inhabitants of Crete are 

^ Apollo himself debated whether Lycurgus was god or man in an oracle cited 
by Herodotus (i. 65), which was to this effect ; 

Well-come, Lycurgus, come to m5’- rich shrine, 

Whom Zeus loves well, and all celestials love ; 

Shall I declare thee human or divine ? 

Surely a god, if I know aught thereof. 

The decision of the god agrees with the result of modern criticism. There were 
indeed two other lines of doubtful authenticity, which referred to his supposed 
legislation. Herodotus did not know them, but they are recorded hy Diodorus. 
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divided into five classes : Achaeans, Eteo-Cretaiis, Cydonians, 
Dorians, and Pelasgians. Of tliese the Eteo-Cretans, as we 
saw, were the original people who dwelled in the island before 
the Greeks came, like the Eteo- Carpathians of Carpathus. 
They survived chiefly in the eastern part of the island and they 
continued to speak their own tongue in historical times, writing 
it, however, not in their ancient pictorial script but in Greek 
characters. A specimen of it — but we have no key to the 
meaning — has been preserved in an inscription^ found at 
Praesiis, their most important city. The name Pelasgians ” 
may designate the people who were dominant in the island 
when Cnossus w’’as at the height of its power. The Achaeans, 
who may have been the destroyers of Cnossus, point to Thessaly, 
and there are some links wdiich seem to connect Cretan towns 
with Perrhaebia. We may consider it probable that early 
settlers from Thessaly found their w^ay to Crete. The people 
of Cydonia were ^lerhaps ancient settlers from the Peloponnesus. 

The latest settlers belonged to the Dorian branch of the 
Greek race, easily recognised by the three tribes, ITylleis, 
Paniphyli, and Dymanes, which always accompanied its migra- 
tions. These three tribes can be traced in many Cretan cities, 
and we saw that this island was one of the first places to 
receive the Dorian wanderers. But at a later time there seems 
to have been a further infusion of the “Dorian ” element. New 
settlers came from Argolis and Laconia and mingled with the 
older inhabitants, refounding many cities. Thus Gortyn in the 
south of the island, in the valley of the river Lethaeiis, was 
re -settled; and her neighbour Phaesti^s, distinguished by a 
mention in Homer, was invaded by newcomers from Argolis. 
“ Well-built Lyttus,” in its central site, also of Homeric fame, 
and Polyrrlienion, “rich in sheep,” in the north-western corner, 
a haunt of the divine huntress Dictynna, were both colonised 
from Laconia. In the mid part of the north coast, Cnossus ' 
“ the great city ” of Minos, was re-peopled by Dorians. 

The island then, colonised first by a folk closely akin to 
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those who conquered Lacedaemon and Argos, colonised again 
by those very conquerors, may be said to be doubly Dorian ” : 
and there is thus a double reason for resemblances between 
Laconian and Cretan institutions. In the Cretan cities theni- 
selves there were of course many local divergences, but the 
general resemblances are so close, wherever we can trace the 
facts, that for our purpose we may safely follow the example 
of the ancients in assuming a general type of Cretan polity. 

The population of a Cretan state consisted of tw'o classes, 
warriors and serfs. In a few cases where one city had sub- 
j ligated another, the people of the subject city held somewhat 
the same position as the Laconian Perioeci and formed a third 
The serfs, ckss, blit these cases were exceptional. In general, one of 
the main differences between a Cretan state and Sparta was 
that the Cretan state had no perioeci. There were two kinds 
of serfs, mnoitcd andhcphamiotai. The mnoites belonged to the 
state, while the apliamiotes^ also called darotes or lot-men,” 
were attached to the lots of the citizens, and belonged to the 
owners of the lots. These bondsmen cultivated the land them- 
selves and could possess private property, like the Spartan 
Helots, but though we do not know exactly what their obliga- 
tions were, they seem to have been in some ways in a better 
condition than the bondsmen of Laconia. If the imstaB or lord 
of a Cretan serf died childless, the serf had an interest in his 
property. Ha could contract a legal marriage, and his family 
was recognised by law. The two privileges from wdiich he 
was always jealously excluded were the carrying of arms and 
the practice of athletic exercises in the gymnasia. Unlike the 
Helots, the Cretan serfs found their condition tolerable, and 
we never hear that they revolted. The geographical conditions 
of the Cretans enabled them to excuse their slaves from military 
service. 

Of the monarchical period in Crete we know nothing. In 
the sixth century we find that monarchy has been abolished 
by the aristocracies, and that the executive governments are in 
the hands of boards of ten annual magistrates, entitled hosmoi. 
The Jcosmoi were chosen from certain important clans (startoi), 
and the military as well as the other functions of the king 
had passed into their hands. They were assisted by the advice 
(Genisia.) of the Council of elders which was elected from those who had 
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tilled the office of Immos. The resolutions of the hosmoi and 
Connell were laid before the agorai or generffi assemblies of 
citizens, who merely voted and had no right to propose or 
discuss. 

There is a superficial resemblance between this constitution, Compari- 
which prevailed in most Cretan cities, and that of Sparta. The 
Cretan agom answers to the Spartan apella, the Cretan to the SpaHa. 
Spartan genisia, and the hosmoi to the ephors. The most 
obvious difference is that in Crete there was no royalty. But 
there is another important difference. The democratic featare 
of the Spartan constitution is absent in Crete. While the 
ephors -were chosen from all the citizens, in a Cretan state only 
certain noble families were eligible to the office of Jcosmos ; 
and, as the gerusia was chosen from the hosmoi, it is clear that 
the wdiole power of the state resided in a privileged class con- 
sisting of those families or clans. Thus the Cretan state was 
a close aristocracy. 

The true likeness between Sparta and Crete lies in the 
circuinstanee that the laws and institutions of both countries 
aimed at creating a class of warriors. Boys were taught to Oretcm 
read and write, and to recite certain songs ordained by law 
but the chief part of their training \vas bodily, with a view to 
making them good soldiers. At the age of seventeen they 
were admitted into “ herds,'' agelcti, answering to the Spartan 
Inmi, which were organised by sons of noble houses and suj)- 
ported at the expense of the state. The members of these 
associations ^vent through a training in the public gymnasia or 
dromoi, and hence Avere called dromeis. Great days were held, 
on which sham fights took place between these “ herds ” to the 
sound of lyres and flutes. The dromeus was of age in the eyes 
of the law, and he was bound to marry, but his wife continued 
to live in the house of her father or kinsmen, until he passed 
out of the state of a dromeus and became a “ man.” The men 
dined at public messes called andreia, corresponding to the 
Spartan ‘phiditia, but the boys were also permitted to join 
them,.^ These meals were not defrayed altogether, as at 
S|)arta, by the contributions of the members/but were partly 
at least paid for by the state ; and the state also made pio- 

‘ The citizens were divided into hetairim, and each /ieteina had its own 
andreion. 
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vision for the sustenance of the women. The public income, 
which defrayed these and other such burdens and maintained 
the worship of the gods, must have been derived from public 
land cultivated by the mnoites,. and distinct from the land 
which was apportioned in lots among the citizens. 

We see then that in the discipline and education of the 
citizens, in the common meals of the men, in general political 
objects, there is a close and significant likeness between Sparta 
and Crete. But otherwise there are great differences. (1) In 
Crete there were, as a rule, no Perioeci; (2) the Cretan serfs 
lived under more favourable conditions than the Helots, and 
were not a constant source of danger ; (3) kingship did not 
survive in Crete, and consequently (4) the functions which in 
Sparta were divided betw’een kings and ejfiiors w'ere in Crete 
united in the hands of the hosmoi ; (5) the Cretan state was 
an aristocracy, wdiile Sparta, so far as the city itself w^as con- 
cerned, was a limited democracy ; a difference which clearly 
reveals itself in (6) the modes of electing hosmoi and ephors ; 
(7) there is a more advanced form of communism in Crete, in 
so far as state stores contribute largely to the maintenance of 
the citizens. If one city had become dominant in Crete and 
reduced the others to subjection, the resemblance between 
Laconia and Crete would have been much greater. A class of 
Cretan perioeci vrould forthwith have been formed. 

Sect. 5. The Sijpeemacy and Decline of Akgos. The 
Olvaipian Games 

The rebellion of Messenia had been especially formidable to 
Sparta, because the rebels had been supported by two foreign 
powers, Arcadia and Pisa. Part of Arcadia seems to have 
been united at this time under the lordship of the king of the 
Arcadian Orchomenus. The king of Pisa on the Alpheus had 
recently risen to new power and honour with the help of 
Argos ; and Argos itself had been playing a prominent part in 
the peninsula under the leadership of her king Pheidon. The 
reign of this king was the last epoch of Argos as an active 
power of the first rank. We know little about him, but his 
name became so famous that in later times the royal house of 
distant Macedonia, when it x'eached the height of its success in 
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Alexander the Great, was anxious to connect its line of descent 
with Plieidond Under his auspices a system of measures was md. 
introduced into Argos and the Peloponnesus. These measures 
were called after his name Plieiclonian, and were likewise 
adopted at Athens ; they seem to have been closely connected 
with the Aeginetan system of weights. But the only clear 
action of Pheidoii is his expedition to the west. He led an 
Argive army across Arcadia to the banks of the Alpheus, and 
presided there over the celebration of the Olympian festival, Phduion at 
which is now for the first time heard of in the history of 
Greece. 

The cdtis or sacred grove of Olympia lay, under the wooded TheAitis^ 
mount of Cronus, where the river Cladeus flows into the 
Alpheus, in the angle between the two streams. It was dedi- 
cated to the worship of Zeus ; but the spot was probably sacred 
to Pelops, before Zeus claimed it for himself, and Pelops, de- 
graded to the rank of a hero, kept his own sacred precinct 
within the larger enclosure. The sanctuary was in the territory 
of Pisa, and there is no doubt that the care of the worship and to 
the conduct of the festivals belonged originally to the Pisan ^ 
community. But the men of Elis, the northern neighbours of 
Pisa, set their hearts on having the control of the Olympian 
sanctuary, which, though it is not once mentioned, as Delphi 
and Dodona are mentioned, in the poems of Homer, must by 
the seventh century have won a high prestige in the Pelopon- 
nesus and drawn many visitors. As Elis was stronger than 
Pisa, the Eleans finally succeeded in usurping the conduct of % 
the festival. Games were the chief feature of the festival, 
wdiich was held every fourth year, at the time of the second 
full moon after niidsimimePs day. The games at first included 
foot-races, boxing, and wrestling ; chariot-races and horse-races 
w-ere added later. Such contests were an ancient institution 
in Greece. We know not how far back they go, or in what 
circumstances they were first introduced, but the funeral 
games of Patroclus, described in the Iliad, permit us to infer 
tliat they were a feature of Ionian life in the ninth century. 

We can see but dimly into the political relations of Pheidon’s 
age : but we can discern at least that Sparta lent her coiinte- 

^ In tlie interest of genealogy, lie was placed more ttan a century before tlie 
time in wliicb lie really reigned. 
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nance to Elis in tliis usurpation, and that Argos, jealous of the 
growing power of Sparta, espoused the cause of Pisa. This 
was the purpose of king Pheidon's expedition to Olympia. lie Plmdxm 
took the management of the games out of the hands of Elis 
and restored it to Pisa. And for many years Pisa maintained Pisa. 
her rights. She maintained them so long as Sparta, absorbed 
in the Messenian strife, had no help to spare for Elis ; and 
during that time she did what she could to help the foes of 
Sparta. But when the revolt was suppressed, it was inevit- 
able that Elis should again, with Spartan help, win the control 
of the games, for Argos, declining under the successors of 
Pheidon, could give no aid to Pisa. 

When king Pheidon held his state at Olympia, the most The ie7n>j)ie 
impressive shrine in the altis was the temple of Hera and 
Zeus : and this is the most ancient temple of which the [Eemewn). 
foundations are still preserved on the soil of Hellas. It was 
built of sun-baked bricks, upon lower courses of stone, and the 
Doric columns were of wood. The days of stone temples were 
at hand ; but it Avas not till two centuries later that the elder 
shrine Avas overshadowed by the great stone temple of Zeus. 

The temple of Hera is supposed by some to have been founded 
ill the eleventh or tenth century ; it is hardly likely to be so 
old ; but it Avas certainly very old, like the games of the place. 

The mythical institution of the games Avas ascribed to Pelops 
or to ITeracles; and, when the Eleans usurped the presidency, 
the story gradually took shape that the celebration had been The tmdP 
reviAUid by the Spartan Lycurgns and the Elean Iphitiis in the 
year 776 B.C., and this yearAvas reckoned as the first Olympiad. 776i?.a 
From that year until the visit of Pheidon, the Eleans professed 
to liaA^e presided over the feast; and their account of the 
matter won its Avay into general belief. 

It is possible that king Pheidon reorganised the games and The rjamcs 
inaugurated a new stage in the history of the festival At all 
events, by the beginning of the sixth century the festival was heiimk. 
no longer an eA^eiit of merely Peloponnesian interest. It had 
liecome famous Avherever the Greek tongue Avas spoken, and, 
when the feast-tide came round in each cycle of four years, 
there thronged to the banks of the Alpheus, from all quarters 
of the Greek world, athletes and horses to compete in the con- 
tests and spectators to behold them. During the celebration 
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of the festival a sacred truce was observed, and the men of 
Elis claimed that in those days their territory was inviolable. 
The prize for victory in the games was a wreath of wild olive ; 
blit rich rewards always awaited the victor when he returned 
home in triumph and laid the Olympian crown in the chief 
temple of his city. 

It may seem strange that the greatest and most glorious of 
all Panhellenic festivals should have been celebrated near the 
western shores of the Peloponnesus. One might have looked 
to find it nearer the Aegean. But situated where it was, the 
scene of the great games was all the nearer to the Greeks be- 
yond the western sea ; and none of the peoples of the mother- 
country vied more eagerly or more often in the contests of 
Oljniipia than the children who had found new' homes far away 
on Sicilian and Italian soil. This nearness of Olympia to the 
w^estern colonies comes into one’s thoughts, when standing in 
the sacred altis one beholds the terrace on the northern side of 
the precinct, and the scanty remains of the row of twelve 
treasure-houses which once stood there. Eor of those twelve 
treasuries five at least were dedicated by Sicilian and Italian 
cities. Thus the Olympian festival helped the colonies of the 
w^est to keep in touch with the mother-country ; it furnished 
a centre where Greeks of all parts met and exchanged their 
ideas and experiences ; it w^as one of the institutions which 
expressed and cpiickened the consciousness of fellowship among 
the scattered folks of the Greek race ; and it became a model, 
as we shall see, for other festivals of the same kind, which 
concurred in promoting a feeling of national unity. 

The final success of Sparta in the long struggle with 
Messenia marks tlie period at which the balance of power 
among the Peloponnesian states began to shift. In the seventh 
century, Argos is the leading state. She has reduced Mycenae; 
she lias annihilated Asine; she has made Tiryns an Argive 
fort ; she has defeated Sparta at Hysiae. There can be little 
doubt that Pheidon’s authority extended over all Argolis ; 
possibly his influence was felt in Aegina, and the Laconian 
island of Cythera may have been an Argive possession, as well 
as the whole eastern coast of Laconia. But his reign is the 
last manifestation of the greatness of the southern Argos. 
Fifty years after the subjugation of Messenia, the Spartans 
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become the strongest state in the Peloponnesus, and the 
Argives sink into the position of a second-rate power — always 
able to maintain their independence, always a thorn in the 
side of Sparta, always to be reckoned with as a foe and wel- 
comed as a friend, but never leading, dominant, or originative. 

Sect. 6. Democratic Movements. Lawgivers and Tyrants 

It is clear that there is no security that equal justice will Demand 
be meted out to all, so long as the laws by which the judge 
supposed to act are not accessible to all. A written code of 
laws is a condition of just judgment, however just the laws 
themselves may be. It ivas therefore natural that one of the 
first demands the people in Greek cities pressed upon their 
aristocratic governments, and one of the first concessions those 
governments were forced to make, was a written law. It 
must be borne in mind that in old days deeds which injured 
only the individual and did not touch the gods or the state, 
were left to the injured person to deal with as he chose or 
could. The state did not interfere. Even in the case of 
bloodshedding, it devolved upon the kinsfolk of the slain man 
to wreak punishment upon the slayer. Then, as social order 
developed along with centralisation, the state took justice 
partly into its own hands ; and the injured man, before he 
could punish the wrong-doer, was obliged to charge him before 
a judge, who decided the punishment. But it must be noted 
that no crime could come before a judge, unless the injured 
person came forward as accuser. The case of bloodshedding 
was exceptional, owing to the religious ideas connected with it. 

It was felt that the shedder of blood was not only impure 
hiiiiseli^ but had also defiled the gods of the community ; so 
that, as a consequence of this theory, manslaughter of every 
form came under the class of crimes against the religion of 
the state. 

The work of writing down the laws, and fixing customs in Early law- 
legal shape, was probably in most cases combined with 
work of reforming ; and thus the great codifiers of the seventh 
century were also lawgivers. Of these the most famous 'were 
the misty figures of Zaleiicus who made laws for the western 
Locrians, and Charondas the legislator of Oatane ; the clearer 
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figure of the Athenian Dracon, of, whom more will be said 
hereafter, and, most famous of all, Solon the Wise. But other 
cities in the elder Greece had their lawgivers too, men of 
knowledge and experience ; the names of some are preserved 
but they are mere names. It is probable that the laws of 
» Sparta herself, which she afterwards attributed to a god, were 
first shaped and written down at this period. The cities of 
Crete too were affected by the prevalent spirit of law-shaping, 
and some fragments are preserved of the early laws of Gortyn,. 
which were the beginning of an epoch of legislative activity 
culminating in the Gortynian Code which has come down to 
us on tablets of stone. 

Poi/iMau In many cases the legislation was accompanied by political 
concessions to the people, and it was part of the lawgiver's 

movemmis. task to modify the constitution. But for the most part this 

was only the beginning of a long political conflict ; the people 
striving for freedom and equality, the privileged classes strug- 
gling to retain their exclusive lights. The social distress,, 
touched on in a previous chapter, was the sharp spur which 
drove the people on in this effort towards popular government. 
The struggle was in some cases to end in the establishment of a 
democracy ; in many cases, the oligarchy succeeded in maintain- 
ing itself and keeping the people down ; in most cases, perhaps, 
the result was a perpetual oscillation between oligarchy and 
democracy — an endless series of revolutions, too often sullied 
by %dolence. But though democracy was not everywhere 
victorious — though even the states in which it was most 
firmly established were exposed to the danger of oligarchical 
conspiracies — yet everywhere the people aspired to it ; and we 
may say that the chief feature of the domestic history of most 
Greek cities, from the end of the seventh century forward, is 
an endeavour, here successful, yonder frustrated, to establish or 
maintain popular government. In this sense then we have 
now reached a period in which the Greek world is striving and 
tending to pass from the aristocratic to the democratic common- 
wealth. The movement passed by some states, like Thessaly, 
— ^just as there had been some exceptions, like Argos, to the 
general fall of the monarchies ; while remote kingdoms like 
Macedonia and Molossia were not affected. 

As usually, or at least frequently, happens in such circiim- 
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stances, the popular movement received help from within the 
camp of the adversary. It was help indeed for which 
was no reason to be grateful to those who gave it; for it was nionarcivies 
not given for love of the people. In many cities feuds existed 
between some of the power-holding families; and, when one 
family was in the ascendant, its rivals were tempted to make 
use of the popular discontent in order to subvert it. Thus 
discontented nobles came forward to be the leaders of the dis- 
contented masses. But when the government was overthrowni, 
the revolution generally resulted in a temporary return to 
monarchy. The noble leader seized the supreme power and 
maiiitaiiied it by armed might. The mass of the jieople were 
not yet ripe for taking the power into their own hands ; and 
they were generally glad to entrust it to the man wdio had 
helped them to overthrow the hated government of the nobles. 

This new kind of monarchy was very different from the old ; 
for the position of the monarch did not rest on hereditary right 
but on physical lorce. 

Such illegitimate monarchs were called tyrants, to distinguish The 
them from the hereditary kings, and this form of monarchy was 
called a tyrannic. The name “ tyrant ’’ w'as perhaps derived 
from Lydia, and first used by Greeks in designating the Lydian 
monarchs; Archilochus, in whose fragments we first meet 
“ tyrannis,” applied it to the sovereignty of Gyges. The word 
was ill itself morally neutral and did not imply that the 
iiionarcii was bad or cruel; there was nothing self-contradictory 
ill a good tyrant, and many tyrants were beneficent. But the 
isolation of these rulers, who, being without the support of 
legitimacy, depended on armed force, so often urged them to be 
suspicious and cruel, that the tyrannis came into bad odour ; 
arbitrary acts of oppression were associated with the name ; 
and ‘'tyrant’’ inclined to the evil sense in which modern 
languages have adopted it. For the Greek dislike of the 
tyrannis there was, however, a deeper cause than the fact that 
many tyrants were oppressors. It placed in the hands of an 
unconstitutional ruler arbitrary control, whether he exercised it 
or not, over the lives and fortunes of the citizens. It was thus 
repugnant to the Greek love of freedom, and it seemed to arrest 
their constitutional growth. As a matter of fact, this temporary 
arrest during the period when the first tyrannies prevailed may 


No such 
thing in 
Grech his- 
tory as a It 
age of 
tyraruviee. 


Tyrants ui 

Asiatic 

Greece. 


Thrasy- 
bulus, 
610 B.c. 


Mytilme. 


Myrsilus^ 

tyrant. 


156 HISTORY OF GREECE chap. 

heave been useful ; for the tyrannis, though its direct political 
effect was retarding, forwarded the progress of the people in 
other directions. And even from a constitutional point of view 
it may have had its uses at this period. In some cases, it 
secured an interval of repose and growth, during which the 
people won experience and knowledge to fit them for self- 
government. 

The period which saw the fall of the aristocracies is often 
called the age of the tyrants. The expression is unhappy, 
because it might easily mislead. The tyrannis first came into 
existence at this period ; there was a large crop of tyrants 
much about the same time in different parts of Greece ; they 
all performed the same function of overthrowing aristocracies, 
and in many cases they paved the wmy for democracies. But 
on rJie other hand, the tyrannis was not a form of government 
which appeared only at this transitional crisis, and then passed 
away. There is no age in the subsequent history of Greece 
wdiich might not see, and did not actually see, the rise of 
tyrants here and there. Tyranny was always with the Greeks. 
It, as well as oligarchy, was a danger by which their democracies 
ivere threatened at all periods. 

Ionia seems to have been the original home of the tyrannis, 
and this may have been partly due to the seductive example of 
the rich court of the Lydian ''tyrants'’ at Sardis. But of the 
Ionian tyrannies we know little. We hear of factions and 
feuds in the cities, of aristocratic houses overthrown and 
despotisms established in various states. A tyrant of Ephesus 
marries the daughter of the Lydian monarch Alyattes. The 
most famous of these tyrants was Thrasybulus of Miletus, 
under whose rule that city held a more brilliant position than 
ever. Abroad, he took part in planting some of the colonies on 
the Black Sea, and successfully resisted the menaces of Lydia. 
At home he developed the craft of tyranny to a fine art. 

In Lesbian Mytilene we see the tyrannis and also a method 
by which it might be avoided. Mytilene had won great com- 
mercial prosperity; its ruling nobles, the Peiithilids, were 
wealthy and luxurious and oppressed the people. Tyrants rose 
and fell in rapid succession ; the echoes of hatred and jubilation 
still ring to us from relics of the lyric poems of Alcaeus. " Let 
us drink and reel, for Myrsilus is dead.” The poet was a noble 
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and a fighter ; hut in a war with the Athenians on the coast Alcaeus ^ 
of the Hellespont he threw away his shield, like Archilochus, 
and it hung as a trophy at Sigetim. He plotted with Pittacus 
against the tyrant, but Pittacus was not a noble and his 
friendship with Alcaeus was not enduring. Pittacus, however, putams 
wdio distinguished himself for bravery in the same war with 
Athens, was to be the saviour of the state. He gained the 
trust of the people and was elected ruler for a period of ten 
years in order to heal the sores of the city. Such a governor, holds office 
possessing supreme power but for a limited time, was called an 
aesymnetes. Pittacus gained the reputation of a wise lawgiver 6?^/// 
and a firm, moderate ruler. He banished the nobles who 
Oi3posed him, among others the tw^o most famous of all Lesbians, 
the poets Alcaeus and Sappho. At the end of ten years he laid 
down his olfice, to be enrolled after his death in the number of 
the Seven Wise Men. The ship of state had reached the haven, 
to apply a metaphor of Alcaeus, and the exiles could safely be 
allowed to return. 

This was the brilliant period of the history of Lesbos, and a 
few surviving fragments of its two great poets, who struck new 
notes and devised new cadences of lyric song, give a glimpse of 
the free and luxurious life of the Aeolian island. The radiant 
genius of Sappho was inspired by her passionate attachments to 
young Lesbian maidens ; the songs of Alcaeus, mirroring the 
commotions of party warfare, rang with the clatter of arms and 
the clinking of drinking-cups. 

Sect. 7. The Tyrannies of Central Greece 

About the middle of the seventh century, three tyrannies The three 
arose in central Greece in the neighbourhood of the Isthmus : 

° tymnnies* 

at Corinth, at Sicyon, and at Megara. In each case the 
development was different, and -is in each case instructive. In 
Sicyon the tyranny is brilliant and beneficent, in Corinth 
brilliant and oppressive, in Megara short-lived and followed by 
long intestine struggles. In Sicyon and in Corinth — perhaps 
in Megara too — the revolutions which raised the despots to 
power seem to have been something more than political move- 
ments. They seem to have been partly movements of the prae- 
Doriaii population against the dominant Dorian families. 
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legend of 
his birth 
and name. 


[ Tradi- 
Honal date 

mi B.C.] 


The ruling clan of the Baccliiads at Corinth was overthrown 
by Cypseliis, who had put himself at the head of the people. A 
characteristic legend was formed at an early time about the 
birth of Cypselus, suggested by the connexion of his name with 
cypscla, a jar. His mother was a Bacchiad lady named Labda, 
who, being lame and consequently compelled to wed out of her 
own class, married a certain Eetion, a man of the people. 
Having no children and consulting the Delphic oracle on the 
matter, Eetion received this reply : — 

High honour is thy due, Eetion, 

Yet no man doth thee honour, as were right. 

Labda thy wife will bear a huge millstone, 

Destined to fall on them who rule alone, 

And free thy Corinth from their rightless might. 

The prophecy came to the ears of the Baccliiads and was con- 
firmed to them by another oracle. So, as soon as Labda’s child 
was born, they sent ten men to slay it. When the men came 
to the court of Eetioii’s dwelling they found that he was not at 
home, and they asked Labda for the infant. Suspecting nothing, 
she gave it to one of them to take in his arms, but, as he was 
about to dash it to the ground, the child smiled at him and he 
had not the heart to slay it. He passed it on to the second, 
but he too was moved with pity ; and so it was passed round 
from hand to hand, and none of the ten could find it in his 
heart to destroy it. Then giving the infant back to the mother, 
and going out into the courtyard, they reviled each other for 
their weakness, and resolved to go in again and do the deed 
together. But Labda listening at the door overheard what they 
said, and hid the child in a jar, where none of them thought 
of looking.^ Thus the hoy was saved, but the men falsely 
reported to the Baccliiads that they had performed their 
errand. 

The Baccliiads were banished and their property confiscated : 
dangerous persons were executed, and Cypselus took the reins 
of government into his own hands. Of the rule of Cypselus 
himself we know little ; he is variously represented as harsh 
and mild. His son Periander succeeded, and of him more is 

The hiding in the jar is illustrated by Euphronius’ picture of Eiirystheiis 
hiding from Heracles in a jar. 
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recorded. The general features of the Cypselid tyramiis were Odmiiai 
a vigorous colonial and commercial policy, and the encourage- 
inent of art. ci/pscUds. 

One of the earliest triumphs of Cypselus was probably the Curid^h. 
reduction of Corey ra, which had formed a fleet of its own and 
had grown to be a rival of its mother in the Ionian seas. 
has already been mentioned that the earliest battle of ships 
between two Greek states was supposed to have been fought 
between Corinth and Corcyra. The attempt of Corinth to 
form a colonial empire was an interesting experiment. The 
idea of Cypselus corresponded to our modern colonial system, 
ill which the colonies are in a relation of deiiendence to the 
mother-country, and not to that of the Greeks, in which the 
colony was an independent sovereign state. Geographical 
conditions alone rendered it out of the question to apply the 
new principle to Syracuse, but the success at Corcyra was 
followed up by a development of Corinthian influence in the 
north-west of Grreece. The Acarnanian peninsula of Leucas leucas, 
was occupied and made into an island by piercing a channel 
through the narrow isthmus. Anactorion was founded on the Anac- 
south side of the Ambracian gulf, and inland, on the north 
side, Amhracia. Apollonia was ]ilanted on the coast of Epirus ; Addjmda. 
and farther north Corcyra, under the ans|)ices of her mother- 
city, colonised Epidamnus. At a later period, and in another Epkimn- 
quarter of the Greek world, a son of Periander founded Potidaea 
in the Ohalcidic peninsula. 

Cypselus and Periander did their utmost to promote the Trade. 
commercial activity of their city. In the middle of the seventh 
century the rival Euboean cities, Chalcis and Eretria, were the 
most iiiiportant merchant states of Greece. But fifty years irdine of 
later they had somewhat declined ; Corinth and Aegina were 
taking their place. Their decline wms brought about by their vtodek. 
rivalry, which led to an exhausting war for the Lelantine 
plain. It is said that this struggle assumed the larger proper- TUmi fad. 
tions of a Greek mercantile war, involving on one side Corinth 't.lt), 
and Samos as allies of Chalcis, on the other Megara and 
Miletus as allies of Eretria. The dates are uncertain, but the 
fact seems to be that the strife was protracted and interrupted, 
and at some points in its course it may have led to consequences 
beyond Euboea. Archilochus sang how 
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Euboea’s spear-famed lords 

Sboot not with slings or bows, but smite with swords ; 

(c. 590 ? and Tlieognis of Megara at a much later date speaks of the 
at earivtHt). ^ recent event : — 

Cerintlius fallen ; the Lelaiitiiie plain 

Waste, and the vineyards ; all the Good have fled ; 

The city in the power of evil men 1 

0 might the Cypselids even so be sped 1 

an utterance which shows that the end of the war was com- 
plicated by domestic factions. Eretria suffered most in the 
struggle ; she lost her share in the Lelantine plain, and she 
presently lost also her continental territory, the plain of Oropus, 
wfliich in the course of the sixth century passed under the 
power of Thebes. Moreover her sway over Andros, Tenos, 
and Ceos was undermined, and these islands came after a while 
under Athenian influence. 

The decline of Chalcis was perhaps promoted by a radical 
change in the foreign policy of Corinth. This city had 
formerly cultivated the alliance of Samos. She now deserted 
this alliance and formed a friendship with her old foe Miletus. 
The cause of this change was, at least in great measure, the 
natural sympathy of tyrannies. Thrasybulus the powerful 
tyrant of Miletus sympathised with Periander the powerful 
tyrant of Corinth. This change in policy is connected with 
the change in the balance of mercantile power. Corinth is 
more prosperous than ever'; and Aegina is beginning to share 
with her the place which was hitherto held by the cities of 
Euboea. 

RfmjtUvi The foreign relations of Periander extended to Egypt, and 
of%ri- ^wo indications of his intercourse with the Egyptian 

andt'r’s mouarchs N'echo and Psammetichus II. His nephew and 
nephew, guccessor was called after the last-named king. Moreover we 
may guess that the canal works of Hecho suggested to Periander 
Peri^ undertakings of the same kind — the small canal which he 
actually cut at Leucas, and the great canal which he designed 
to cut through the isthmus of Corinth itself. But a Grreek 
tyrant had not at his command the slave-labour of which 
an Egyptian king disposed, and the design fell through — an 
enterprise more than once attempted since, but not accomplished 
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till our own day. Had Periander had the resources to carry 
out liis idea, the subsequent history of Greek military and 
naval operations would have been largely changed. 

While the most successful of the tyrants, like Periander, {Tyrants 
furthered material civilisation, they often manifested an 
in intellectual pursuits, and did something for the promotion 
of art. A new form of poetry called the dithyramb was 
developed at Corinth during this period, the rude strains which 
were sung at vintage -feasts in honour of Dionysus being 
moulded into an artistic shape. The discovery was attributed 
to Arion, a mythical minstrel, who was said to have leaped 
into the sea under the compulsion of mariners who robbed him, 
and to have been carried to Corinth on the back of a dolphin, 
the fish of Dionysus, 

In architecture, Corinthian skill had made an important 
contribution to the development of the temple. In the course 
of the seventh century men began to translate into stone the 
old shrine of brick and wood ; and stone temples arose in all 
parts of the Greek Avoiid — the lighter “ Ionic ” form in Ionia, 
the heavier “ Doric ” in the elder Greece. By the invention of 
roof-tiles, Corinthian workmen rendered it practicable to give 
a considerable inclination to the roof ; and thus in each gable 
of the temple a large triangular space was left, inviting the 
sculptor to fill it with a story in marble. The pediment, as 
we name it, was called by the Greeks the ‘"eagle”; and thus 
it was said that Corinth had discovered the eagle. 

Seven great columns of limestone, which till the other day om Um.pU 
were almost the only sign that marked the site of ancient 
Corinth, are probably a relic of the reign of Periander. They 
belonged to the colonnade of a large Doric temple, with two 
separate chambers. It was a sanctuary of Apollo, and 
the second chamber was perhaps a treasury. The dedica- 
tory offerings of the Cypselids at Delphi and Olympia were 
rich and remarkable. The treasure-house of the Corinthians CorinthiaM 
at Delphi was ascribed to Cypselus. More famous, on 

account of the legend which was in later times attached to 
it, was a large chest of cedar- wood, w'hich was dedicated, So-called 
probably by Periander, in the shrine of Hera at Olympia. It 
was called the chest of Cypselus, and was said to have been (c. 600 
the place in which Labda hid her child. This story fabricated 
VOL, I M 
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the theory that the Corinthians called a chest a ''jar/’ Three 
sides of the chest were ornamented with mythological scenes 
Smimidi which rail round in five bands. It was still in existence eight 
descfiheci and a traveller who saw it then has left a 

Pausanias minute description, which enables us to form a notion how 
{2nd^ cent ^ays of Periaiider attempted the treatment of 

legend. 

p&noMder. Judged by a modern standard, the government of Periander 
was strict, though in accordance with the practice in other 
Lmvs cities and with the Greek views of the time. There were laws 
forbidding men to acquire large numbers of slaves or to live 
mert]/. beyond their income ; suppressing excessive luxury and idleness ; 
hindering country people from coming to live in the city, 

In his home -life Periander was unlucky. He married 
Tymnnyat Melissa, the daughter of Procles, who had made himself tyrant 
Bpzdcmrus. EpidauiTis. It was believed that he put her to death, and 
this led to an irreconcilable quarrel with his son Lycophron. 
TaU of The story is that Procles invited his two grandchildren, 
Lycophron and an elder brother, to his court. When they 
Periander. were departing he said to them, " Do ye know, boys, who killed 
your mother ? ” The elder was dull and did not understand ; 
but the word sank into the heart of Lycophron, and hence- 
forward he showed dislike and suspicion towards his father. 
Periander Periander, pressing him, discovered what Procles had said ; and 
%ldmrus. affair ended, for the time, in a w-ar wdth Epidaurus in which 
LycoFhron Pi’ocles was captured, and the banishment of Lycophron to 
at Corcyra. QQj;.0y2;.Q,^ years Went on and Periander was growing old, 

seeing that his elder son was dull of wit, he desired to hand 
over the government to Lycophron. Ikit the son was implac- 
able, and. did not deign even to answer his father’s messenger. 
Then Periander sent his daughter to intercede, but Lycophron 
replied that he would never come to Corinth while his father 
was there. Periander then decided to go himself to Corcyra 
and leave Corinth to his son, but the Corcyraeans— so it is 
recorded — ^were so terrified at the idea of having the tyrant 
among them that they slew Lycophron in order to foil the 
plan. For this act Periander chastised them heavily, 
r. 586 a.c. The great tyrant died and was succeeded by his nephew 
Pnd of the having ruled for a few years was slain. 

tyranny. With him the tyranny of the Cypselids came to an end, and 
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an aristocracy of merchants was firmly established. At the 
same time the Cypselid colonial system partly broke down, 
for Coreyra became independent and hostile, while the Ambra- 
ciots set up a democracy. But over her other colonies Corinth 
retained her influence, and was on friendly terms with all of 
them. 

The natural sympathy of tyrannies afiected the relations//, 
of Corinth and Megara. Some time after the inauguration of 
the Cypselid tyranny, a similar constitutional change occurred 
at Megara, and a friendship sprang up between the two cities. 

The mercantile development of Megara, famous for her weavers, 
had enriched the nobles, who held the political power and 
oppressed the peasants with a grinding despotism. Then 
Theagenes arose as a deliverer and made himself tyrant. The Theagenes, 
example of Cypselus, and probably his direct influence and 
hel^D, had something to do with the enterprise of Theagenes. 

A connexion between the tyrannies of Corinth and Megara ahow, 
seems implied in the rancorous reference w^hich the Megarian^^* 
poet Theognis makes to the Cypselids. Having obtained a 
bodyguard, Theagenes surprised and massacred the aristocrats. 

His term of tyranny was marked by one solid work, the con- 
struction of an aqueduct. He was overthrown and did not, 
like Cypselus, transmit his power to his descendants. Then 
followed a political struggle between the aristocracy, which had 
regained its power, and the people. But the time for an 
unmitigated aristocracy had gone by ; the di^mos could not be 
ignored or brushed aside. Concessions were wrung from the 
government. The economical condition of the peasants was 
relieved by a measure which forced the capitalists to pay back 
the interest which they had extorted, while the political dis- 
abilities were relieved by extending citizenship to the country 
population and admitting the tillers of the soil to the Assembly. 

These conflicts and social changes are reflected in the poems of 
Theognis, who meditated and lamented them. He sang in the TJmgnis. 
early part of the sixth century, pouring out his heart to Cyrnus, 
a young noble of the Polypaid family.^ He had made an un- 
successful voyage, lost his land and fortune, and consequently 

^ The Theognidea are a collection of poems of various ages — drinking songs, 
moral and political apoplitliegms. Those addressed to Gyrnus are from the 
genuine Theognis* 
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his influence. He judges severely the short-sighted, greedy 
policy of his own caste, and sees that it is likely to lead to 
another tyranny. On the other hand, his sympathies are with 
an aristocratic form of government, and he discerns with 
dismay the growth of democratic tendencies, and the changed 
condition of the country folk, whom he regarded with true 
aristocratic contempt. The exclusiveness of the nobility was 
breaking down in the new circumstances, and mixed marriages 
were coming in. He cries : 

Unchanged the walls, but, ah, how changed the folk ! 

The base, who knew erstwhile nor law nor right, 

But dwelled like deer, with goatskin for a cloak, 

Are now ennobled ; and, 0 sorry plight ! 

The nobles are made base in all men^s sight. 


Megcim 

loses 

Salmriis, 
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It was not long before the importance of Alegara as a power 
in Greece dwindled. The war with Athens which resulted in 
the loss of the island of Salamis was decisive for her own decline 
and for the rise of her rival.^ 

The rise of a tyranny in agricultural Sicyon seems to have 
occurred much about the same time as at mercantile Corinth. 
We know nothing of the circumstances. The name of the first 
founder, who was of low birth, is said to have been Orthagoras.‘^ 
The first of the house of whom we have any historical record 
is Cleisthenes, who ruled in the first quarter of the sixth 
century. His hostility to Argos, which claimed lordship over 
Sicyon, the part he took in the Sacred War of Delphi, and the 
splendour of his court are the chief facts of which we know. 
He was engaged in an Argive war. He would not permit 
rliapsodists to recite the Homeric poems at Sicyon, because 
there was so much in them about Argos and Argives ; and he 
did away with the worship of the Argive hero Adrastus, whose 
cult in Sicyon had been conspicuous. It is also stated that 
not wishing that the tribes of Sicyon and Argos should have 
the same names, he substituted for the Dorian tribes — Hylleis, 
Pamphyli, Dymanes — the insulting names Swine-ites, Assites, 
and Pigites, and called his own tribe Arehelaoi, '' Eulers ” ; and 

^ See below, p. 202. 

“ Cleisthenes was the son of Aristonymus, the son of Myron, the sou of 
Andreas, according to Herodotus, who does not mention Or thagoras. 
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that this nomenclature endured for sixty years after his death, 
when the old Dorian names were restored and Archelaoi 
changed to Aigialeis. In this form the story seems highly 
unlikely, for such a change would have been a greater slight 
to the mass of the Sicyonians than to the Argives. But it is 
quite possible that the tyrant changed the name of his own 
tribe Aigialeis to Archelaoi, and we can understand how the 
story might have arisen out of a word spoken in jest : I have 
changed my Goats (Alyc-aXel^) into Eulers of the folk ; I have 
a mind to change those Argive ^T^z-lleis and the rest of them 
into Swine and Asses.” 

Cleisthenes married his daughter Agaiusta to an Athenian storu 
noble, Megacles, of the famous family of the Alcmaeonids. A 
legend is told of the wooing of Agarista, which illustrates the Agarista, 
tyrant’s wealth and hospitality and the social ideas of the age. 

On the occasion of an Olympian festival at wdiich he had him- 
self won in the chariot-race, Cleisthenes made proclamation to 
the G-reeks that all who aspired to the hand of his daughter 
should assemble at Sicyon, sixty days hence, and be entertained 
at his court for a year. At the end of the year he Avould 
decide who was most worthy of his daughter. Then there 
came to Sicyon all the Greeks who had a high opinion of them- 
selves or of their families. From Sybaris and Siris in the far 
west, from Epidamiius and Aetolia, Arcadia and Elis, Argos 
and Athens, Euboea and Thessaly, the suitors for the hand of 
Agarista came. CTeistlienes tested their accomplishments for 
a year. He tried them in gymnastic exercises, but laid most 
stress on their social qualities. The two Athenians, Hippo- 
cleides and Megacles, pleased him best, but to Hippocleides of 
these two he most inclined. The day appointed for the choice 
of the husband came, and Cleisthenes sacrificed a hundred oxen 
and feasted all the suitors and all the folk of Sicyon. After 
the dinner, the wooers competed in music and general con- 
versation. Hippocleides was the most brilliant, and, as his 
success seemed assured, he bade the flute-player strike up and 
began to dance. Cleisthenes was surprised and disconcerted 
at this behaviour, and his surprise became disgust when 
Hippocleides, who thought he was making a decisive impres- 
sion, called for a table and danced Spartan and Athenian 
figures on it. The host controlled his feelings, but, when 
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Hippocleides proceeded to dance on his head, he could no 
longer resist, and called ont, ''0 son of Tisander, yon have 
danced away your bride.” Bnt the Athenian only replied, 
‘'Hippocleides careth not,” and danced on. Megacles was 
chosen for Agarista and rich presents were given to the dis- 
appointed suitors. 

Sect. 8. The Sacred War. The Panhellenic Games 

The most important achievement of Cleisthenes, and that 
which won him most fame in the Greek world, was his 
championship of the Delphic oracle. 

The temple of Delphi, or Pytho, lay in the territory of the 
Phocian town of Crisa.^ A Delphic Hymn tells how Apollo 
came " to Crisa, a hill facing to westward, under snow^y Par- 
nassus ; a beetling cliff overhangs it, beneath is a hollow, 
rugged glen. Here,” he said, "I will make me a fair temple, 
to be an oracle for men.” The poet’s picture is perfect. The 
sanctuary of " rocky Pytho ” was terraced on a steep slope, 
hard under the bare sheer cliffs of Parnassus, looking down 
upon the deep glen of the Pleistus ; an austere and majestic 
scene, supremely fitted for the utterance of the oracles of God. 
The city of Crisa lay on a vine-tressed hill to the west of the 
temple, and commanded its own plain which stretched south- 
ward to the sea. The men of Orisa claimed control over the 
Delphians and the oracle, and levied dues on the visitors who 
came to consult the deity. The Delphians desired to free 
themselves from the control of the Crisaeans, and they naturally 
looked for help to the great league of the north, in which the 
Thessalians, the ancient foes of the Phocians, were now the 
dominant member. The folks who belonged to this religious 
union were the " dwellers around ” the shrine of Demeter at 
Anthela, close to the pass of Thermopylae ; and hence they 
were called the AmpMctiones of Anthela or Pylae. The league 
was probably old ; it was formed, at all events, before the 
Thessalians had incorporated Achaean Phthiotis in Thessaly ; 

^ Crisa and Girrh a are different forms of the same name, and mean the same 
town. After the destruction of Crisa the name was applied to the port where the 
pilgrims used to land — mentioned simply as in the Hymn to the Pythian 

Apollo, a work of the seventh century. 


in 


167 


THE SACRED WAR 

for the people of Phthiotis were an independent member of the 
league, which included the Locrians, Phocians, Boeotians, and 
Athenians, as well as the Dorians, Malians, Dolopians, Enianes, 
Thessalians, Perrhaebians, and Magnetes. The members of the 
league were bound not to destroy, or cut off running water 
from, any city which belonged to it. 

The Amphictions espoused warmly the cause of Apollo and 
his Delphian servants, and declared a holy war against the The Sacred 
men of Crisa who had violated the sacred territory.^ And ^ ^ 
Delphi found a champion in the south as well as in the north. 

The tyrant of Sicyon across the gulf went forth against the 
impious city. It was not enough to conquer Crisa and force 
her to make terms or promises. As she was situated in such 
a strong position, commanding the road from the sea to the 
sanctuary, it was plain that the utter destruction of the city 
was the only conclusion of the war which could lead to the 
assured independence of the oracle. The Amphictions and 
Sicyonians took the city after a sore struggle, rased it to the 
ground, and slew the indwellers. The Crisaean plain was 
dedicated to the god ; solemn and heavy curses were pro- 
nounced against whosoever should till it. The great gulf 
which sunders northern Greece from the Peloponnesus, and 
whose old name “ Crisaean ’’ testified to the greatness of the 
Phocian city, received, after this, its familiar name Corinthian ” 
from the city of the Isthmus. 

One of the consequences of this war was the establishment Conse- 

of a close connexion between Delphi and the Amphictiony of 

Anthela. The Delphic shrine became a second place of meet-' am.phi- 

ing, and the league was often called the Delphic Amphictiony. 

The temple was taken under the protection of the league ; the 

administration of the property of the god was placed in the 

hands of the Hieromnemones or sacred councillors, who met 

twice a year in spring and autumn, both at Anthela and at 

Delphi. Two Hieromnemones were sent as its representatives 

by each member of the league. The oracle and the priestly 

nobles of Delphi thus won a position of independence ; their 

great career of prosperity and power began. The Pythian Pythian 

games were now reorganised on a more splendid scale, and the 

ordering of them was one of the duties of the Amphictions. Pyt^viad, 

582 .B.cr.]. 

^ It is said that Solon tlie Athenian took an active part in urging on the war. 
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The festival became, like the Olympian, a four-yearly celebra- 
tion, being held in the middle of each Olympiad; gymnastic 
contests were introduced, whereas before there had been only a 
musical competition ; and money-prizes were abolished for a 
wreath of bay. Cleisthenes won the laurel in the first chariot- 
race in the new hippodrome which was built in the plain below 
the ruins of Crisa. Hard by was the stadion or racecourse in 
which the athletes ran and wrestled ; and it was not till after 
many years had passed that the new stadion was built high up 
above Delphi itself, close under the cliffs. Cleisthenes was 
remembered as having taken a prominent part both in the 
Sacred War and in the institution of the games ; and he com- 
memorated the occasion of his victory by founding Pythian 
games at Sicyon, which afterwards, by a stroke of the irony 
of history, became associated with the hated hero Adrastus. 
Before the Sacred War it would seem that Sicyon had a 
treasure-house within the Delphic precinct ; some traces of its 
round form, some traces possibly of its primitive sculptures, 
have been discovered; but not long after the war, the old 
building had to make way for a larger house in the shape of 
a Doric temple, and it is hard not to believe that it was 
Cleisthenes himself who erected this lordlier treasury for 
Sicyon. 

Much about the same time two other Panhellenic festivals 
were instituted at Isthmus and at Nemea. It is uncertain 
whether the Isthmian games in honour of Poseidon were 
founded by Periander, or in commemoration of the abolition 
of tyranny at Corinth after the death of Psammetichus. The 
games in honour of ISTemean Zeus were administered by the 
little town of Cleonae, and seem to have been established 
by the influence of Argos, Both the Isthmian aiid the 
hfemean festivals were two-yearly. Thus from the beginning 
of the sixth century four Panhellenic festivals are celebrated, 
two in the Peloponnesus, one on the isthmus, one in the north ; 
and throughout the course of Grecian history the prestige of 
these gatherings never wanes. 

These four Panhellenic festivals helped to maintain a feel- 
ing of fellowship among all the Greeks; and we may suspect 
that the promotion of this feeling was the deliberate policy of 
the rulers who raised these games to Panhellenic dignity. But 
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it must not be overlooked that the festivals were themselves 
a manifestation of a tendency towards unity, which had 
begun in the eighth century. We have already seen how this 
tendency was promoted by colonisation, and confirmed by the(i)a 
introduction of a common name for the Greek race. About 
the middle of the seventh century, we meet the name '' Pan- 
hellenes ” in a poem of Archilochus. The Panhellenic idea, (2) tM con- 
the conception of a common Hellenic race with common 
interests, was displayed above all in the reconstruction of the?mr«5‘ 
history of the past. The Trojan ■war had come to be regarded 
as a common enterprise of all the Greeks ; and this, as we saw, 
was the idea which inspired the composer of the Homeric 
Catalogue of the Ships, a work of the seventh century. This 
poet was studious that nearly all the states of Greece should 
be represented at Troy ; and, as the Catalogue became part of 
the Iliad in its final shape, the fiction won universal accept- 
ance. The Homeric poems were a bond among all men of 
Greek speech. The feeling of community was also displayed (3) the 
in the recognition of the Pythian Apollo as the chief and 
supreme oracle of Greece. The growth of the prestige of the position of 
Delphic god might almost have been used as a touchstone for 
measuring the growth of the feeling of community. As a hmHh ’’ of 
meeting-place for pilgrims and envoys from all quarters of the 
Greek world, Delj)lii served to keep distant cities in touch with 
one another, and to spread news ; purposes which were effected 
in a less degree by the Panhellenic festivals. The tendencies (4) m 
to unity were also shown by the leagues, chiefly of a religious 
kind, which were formed among neighbouring states. The r/ame.-?; ^ 
maritime league of Calaurea is an instance;^ the 
Amphictiony of Anthela is another ; and we shall presently miiom, 
have a glimpse of the Ionic federation of Delos. Early in the 
sixth century we find the cities of Italy bound together by a 
sort of commercial league, which was indicated in the character 
of their coinage. We shall soon see Sparta uniting a large part 
of the Peloponnesus in a confederacy under her presidency. 

These tendencies to unity never resulted in a political 
union of all Hellas. The Greek race never became a Greek 
nation ; for the Panhellenic idea was weaker than the love of 
local independence. But an ideal unity was realised; it was 
^ See Mow, p. 187. For the Ionic league of Delos, see pp. 20940. 
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realised in those beliefs and institutions which we have just 
been considering. They fostered in the hearts of the Greeks 
a lively feeling of fellowship and a deep pride in Hellas ; 
though there was no political tie. And it is to be noted that 
the Delphic oracle made no efforts to promote political unity, 
though unintentionally it promoted unity of another bind. If 
it had made any such efforts, they would certainly have failed : 
for the oracle had little influence in initiation. Greek states 
did not ask Apollo to originate or direct their policy ; they 
only sought his authority for what they had already deter- 
mined. 

We saw that the Boeotians were a member of the northern 
Amphictiony. The unity of Boeotia itself had taken the form 
of a federation, in which Thebes was the dominant power, 
being not only the federal capital, but — at all events in later 
times — being represented by two members on the board of 
Boeotarchs, as the federal magistrates were called, whereas 
each of the other cities returned only one Boeotarch. Its 
religious centre — for like all old Greek federations it was 
religious before it became political — was the sanctuary of 
Poseidon at Onchestus. In the seventh century it did not 
yet include all Boeotia; Orchomenus still resisted. But at 
length Thebes forced Orchomenus to join, and in the course of 
the sixth century the Graian land of Oropus was annexed. 
The unity of Boeotia, thus completed, had its weak points ; its 
maintenance depended upon the power of Thebes ; some of the 
cities were reluctant members. Above all, Plataea chafed ; 
she had kept herself pure from mixture with the Boeotian 
settlers, and her whole history — of which some remarkable 
episodes will pass before us — may be regarded as an isolated 
continuation of the ancient struggle between the elder Greek 
inhabitants of the land and the Boeotian conquerors. 
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THE UNION OF ATTICA AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
ATHENIAN DEMOCEACY 

Sect. 1. The Union of Attica 

When recorded history begins, the story of Athens is the story 
of Attica, the inhabitants of Attica are Athenians. But Attica, 
like its neighbour Boeotia and other countries of Greece, was 
once occupied by a number of independent states. Some of 
these little kingdoms are vaguely remembered in legends which 
tell of the giant Pallas who ruled at Pallene under the north- 
eastern slopes of Hymettus, of the dreaded Cephalus lord of 
the southern region of Thoricus, or of Porphyrion of mighty 
stature whose domain was at Athnionon under Mount Pen- 
telicus. The hill of Munychia was, in the distant past, an 
island, and was crowned by a stronghold; the name Piraeus 
has been supposed to preserve the memory of days when the 
lords of Munychia looked across to the mainland and spoke of 
the “ opposite shore.’' At a later stage we find neighbouring 
villages uniting themselves together by political or religious 
bonds. Thus in the north, beyond Pentelicus, Marathon and 
Oenoe and two other towns formed a tetrapolis. Again Piraeus, 
adjacent Phaleron, and two other places joined in the common 
worship of the god Heracles, and were called the Four-Villages. 
Of all the lordships between Mount Cithaeron and Cape Sunium 
the two most important were those of Eleusis and Athens, 
severed from one another by the hill-chain of Aegaleos. 

It was upon Athens, the stronghold in the midst of the 
Cephisian plain, five miles from the sea, that destiny devolved 
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the task of working out the unity of Attica, This Cephisian 
plain, on the south side open to the Saronic gulf, is enclosed 
by hills, on the west by Aegaleos, on the north-west by Parnes, 
on the east by Hymettus, while the gap in the north-east, 
between Parnes and Hymettus, is filled by the gable-shaped 
mass of Pentelicus. The river Cephisus flows not far from 
Athens to westward, but the Acropolis was girt by two smaller The 
streams, the Ilisus and the Eridanusd We have seen that it 
had been occupied as an abode of men in the third millennium, 
and that in the bronze age it was one of the strong places of 
Greece. There still remain pieces of the wall of grey-blue 
limestone with which the Pelasgian lords of the castle secured 
the edge of their precipitous hillf*^ The old wall was called 
the Pelargikon, but in later times this name was specially ^ro^Ms, 
applied to the ground on the north-western slope. The 
Acropolis is joined to the Areopagus by a high saddle, which 
forms its natural approach, and on this side walls were so con- 
structed that the main western entrance to the citadel ld.j Ennea- 
through nine successive gates. At the north-w’-estern corner 
covered staircase led down to the well of Clepsydra, which 
supplied the fortress with water ; and on the north side there 
were two narrow '' postern ” descents into the plain, much 
steeper than that at Tiryns. We may take it that all these 
constructions were the work of the Pelasgians and were in- 
herited by their Greek successors. 

The first Greeks who won the Pelasgic acropolis were The 
probably the Cecropes, and, though their name was forgotten 
as the name of an independent people, it survived in another 
form. For the later Athenians were always ready to describe 
themselves as the sons of Cecrops. This Cecrops was numbered {Tradi- 
among the imaginary prehistoric kings of Athens; he was 
nothing more than the fabulous ancestor of the Cecropes. But ^^^i b.g,). 
the time came when other Greek dwellers in Attica won the 
upper hand over the Cecropes, and brought with them the 
worship of Athena. It was a momentous day in the history 
of the land when the goddess, whose cult was already established 
in many other Attic places, took possession of the hill which 

^ This stream no longer exists, but its bed lias been traced. 

Kemains of preliistoric houses, and perhaps oS the royal palace (see above,, 
p. 23), have also been found on the north side of the Acropolis. 
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was to be pre-eminently, and for all time, associated with her 
name. The Acropolis became Athenai; the folks — whether 
Gecropes or Pelasgians — who dwelled in the villages around 
it, on the banks of the Illsus and Eridaniis, became Athenians. 
The god whom the Gecropes worshipped on the hill, Poseidon 
Erechtheus, was forced to give way to the goddess. Legend 
told that Athena and Poseidon had disputed the possession of 
the Acropolis, and that each had set a token there, the goddess 
her sacred olive-tree, the god a salt-spring. The dethroned 
deity was not banished ; there was a conciliation, characteristic 
of the Greek temper, between the old and the new. Erechtheus 
in the shape of a snake is permitted still to live on the hill of 
Athena, and the oldest temple that was built for the goddess 
harboured also the god. In later times Athenian “ history ” 
transformed Erechtheus into a hero, and regarded him, like 
Cecrops, as one of the early kings. 

There was another god who was closely associated in Attic 
legend with Athena, and Athens was distinguished by the 
high honour in which she held him. This was Hephaestus, 
the divine smith, the master and helper of handicraftsmen, the 
cunning giver of wealth. But we cannot say how far back 
his worship in Attica goes, or when his special feasts were 
instituted. It is probable that his honour grew along with 
the prosperity of the craftsmen. An Athenian poet calls his 
countrymen '' sons of Hephaestus,'^ and, according to one myth, 
it was from his seed that all the earth-born inhabitants of 
Attica were sprung. At the feast of Apatiiria, in the last 
days of autumn, when children were admitted into the Phratries 
by a solemn ceremony, the fathers used to light torches at the 
hearth and sing a hymn to the lord of fire. 

The next great step in Attic history was the union of the 
land. We cannot be certain at what time this union took 
place; it recedes beyond the beginnings of recorded history; 
and we can only dimly discern how it was brought about. 
When the lords of the Acropolis had subdued their own 
Cephisian plain, from Mount Parnes to the MU of Munyehia, 
from the slopes of Hymettus to Aegaleos, they were tempted 
to extend their power eastward into the “ Midlands " beyond 
Mount Hymettus, and subdue the southern acte,” or wedge 
of land which ends in the lofty cape of Sunium. The com- 
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pletion of this conquest was possibly the first great achieve- 
ment of Athens, and the second was probably the subjugation 
of the north-eastern plain of Marathon and the “ tetrapolis.” 

Thus the first stage in the union of Attica is the reduction of 
the small independent sovereignties throughout ail the land, 
except the Eieusinian plain in the west, under the loose over- 
lordship of Athens. 

In the course of time the feeling of unity in Attica became The 
so strong that all the smaller lordships, which formed parts of 
the large state, but still retained their separate political organisa- 
tions, could be induced to surrender their home governments 
and merge themselves in a single community with a govern- 
ment centralised in the city of the Cephisian plain. The man 
of Thoricus or Aphidnae or Icaria now became a citizen of 
Athens and his political rights must be exercised there. The 
memory of this spioedsm was preserved in historical times by {Feast of 
an annual feast, and it was fitting that it should be so remem- 
bered, for it determined the whole history of Athens. From 
this time forward she is no longer merely the supreme city of Jiistoricai 
Attica. She is neither the head of a league of partly inde- 
pendent states, nor yet a despotic mistress of subject-communities, stitutional 
She is not what Thebes is to become in Boeotia, or what Sparta 
is in Laconia. If she had been, and she might well have been, 
either of these things, her history would have been gravely 
altered. She is the central city of an united state ; and to the 
people of every village in Attica belong the same political 
rights as to the people of Athens herself. The man of 
Marathon or the man of Thoricus is no longer an Attic, he is 
an Athenian. It is generally supposed that the synoecism was 
the work of one of the kings. It was undoubtedly the work 
of one man ; but it is possible that it belongs to the period 
immediately succeeding the abolition of the royal power. 

In after- times the Athenians thought that the hero Theseus, Theseus, 
whom they had enrolled in the list of their early kings, ^ was 
the author of the union of their country. But at the period 
when that union was brought about Theseus was not a national 

^ Old Attic tradition (preserved by Herodotus) counted only four kings before 
Theseus, viz. Oecrops, Erechtheus, Pandion, and Aegeus. The four Cieisthenic 
tribes (see next chapter) which were named after Attic kings were named after 
these four. The augmentation of the list was due to Hellanicus. 
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hero. He was a local god, worshipped in the Marathoiiiaii 
district and in the east coast-lands of Attica ; he had not yet 
won the importance which he -was to possess hereafter in 
Athenian myth and history. 


Sect. 2. Foundation of the Athenian Commonwealth 


The early history of the Athenian constitution resembles 
that of most other G-reek states, in the general fact that a 
royalty, subjected to various restrictions, passes into an aristo- 
cracy. But the details of the transition are peculiar, and the 
beginning of the republic seems to have been exceptionally 
early. The traditional names of the Attic kings who came 
after the hero Theseus are certainly in some cases, and, it may 
be, in most cases, fictitious, the most famous of them being the 
Heleid Codrus,^ who was said to have sacrificed himself to save 
his country on the occasion of an attack of invaders from the 
Peloponnesus. The Athenians said that they had abolished 
royalty, on the death of Codrus, because he was too good to 
have a successor — a curious reversal of the usual causes of 
such a revolution. But this story is a late invention.- The 
first limitation of the royal power effected by the aristocracy 
was the institution of a ■polemctixli or military commander. The 
supreme command of the army, which liad belonged to the king, 
was transferred to him and he was elected from and by the 
nobles. The next step seems to have been the overthrow of Tall of ike 
the royal house by the powerful family of the Medontids. The 


^ Codrus was regarded by the Ionian cities’as the leader of the Ionian colonisa- 
tion ; and therefore, as Athens claimed to he the mother-city of the Ionian colonies, 
Codrus must needs he connected with Attica and made into an Athenian king. 
He was made the son of Melanthus, the eponymous hero of Melaenae. Now 
many Ionian families connected their origin with Messenia and the Neleids 
of Pylos ; and it therefore became necessary for Athens, to the full establish- 
ment of her maternal relation to Ionia, to bring Neleids Irom Pylos to Attica. 
Consequently the hero Melanthus was explained to be a Neleid prince, a descend- 
ant of Nestor (see above, p. 84). It was said that the Athenian king Thymoetes 
-—the eponymous ancestor of the clan of the Thymoetadae — was compelled on 
account of liis cowardice to resign the royal power, to the brave strangei' 
Melantliiis. 

-• The popular story of Codrus visiting the camp of the Peloponnesians in 
peasant’s dress, and seeking a quarrel in order that the enemy might slay him — 
an oracle having predicted that they would take Athens if they did not slay king 
Codrus — is also late. According to the older tradition Codrus fell in battle. 
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Medontids did not themselves assume the royal title, nor did 
‘ngmtsfor aholisli it. They instituted the office of cm^chon or regent, 
(Tmdi- and this office usurped the most important functions of the 
of i/itof Acastus, the Medontid, was the first regent. "We 

iosSjs.cv) know that he was an historical person; the archons of later 
days always swore that they would be true to their oath even 
as Acastus. He held the post for life, and his successors after 
him ; and thus the Medontids resembled kings, though they 
did not bear the kingly name. But they fell short of royalty 
in another way too ; for each regent was elected by the coiii- 
m unity ; the community was only bound to elect a member of 
Ten-yectriy the Medoiitid family. The next step in weakening the power 
of this kingly magistrate was the change of the regency from 
tionai date a life office to an office of ten years. This reform is said to 
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have been effected about the middle of the eighth century. It 
is uncertain at what time the Medontids were deprived of their 
prerogative and the regency was thrown open to all the nobles. 
With the next step we reach firmer ground. The regency 
became a yearly office, and from this time onward an oflicial 
list of the archons seems to have been preserved. 

But meanwhile there were still kings at • Athens. The 
Medontids had robbed the kings of their royal power, hut they 
had not done away with the kings ; there was to be a king at 
Athens till the latest days of the Athenian democracy. It 
seems probable that, as some historical analogies might suggest, 
the Medontids allowed the shadow of royalty to remain in the 
possession of the old royal house, so that for some time there 
would have been life-kings existing by the side of the life- 
regents ; it is not likely that from the very first the kingship 
was degraded to be a yearly office, filled by election. This, 
however, was what it ultimately became. 

The whole course of the constitutional development is un- 
certain ; for it rests upon traditions, of which it is extremely 
hard to judge the value. But, whatever the details of the 
growth may have been, two important facts are to be grasped. 
One is that the fall of royalty, which does not imply the 
abolition of the royal name, ha^Dpened in Athens at an earlier 
period than in Greece generally. The other is that the. 
Medontids were not kings, but archons— the chiefs of an 
aristocracy. The great work of the Medontids was the 
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foundation of the Athenian commonwealth ; and perhaps one 
of their house is to be remembered for another achievement, 
not less great, which has been already described, the union of 
Attica. 

That union need not be older than the ninth century, and 
it is possible that the same republican movement which led to 
the downfall of the old royal house of the Acropolis, led to the 
synoecism of Attica. The political union of a country demands On^m of 
a system of organisation ; and the statesmen who united Attica 
sought their method of organisation from one of those cities oitriUs. 
Ionia, which Athens came to look upon as her own daughters. 

All the inhabitants wnre distributed into four tribes, which 
were borrowed from Miletus. The curious names of these 
tribes — Geleontes, Argadeis, Aigicoreis, and Hopletes — seem 
to have been derived from the worship of special deities; for 
instance, Geleontes from Zeus Geleon. But the original mean- 
ings of the names liad entirely passed away, and the tribes were 
afriliated to Apollo Patroos, the paternal Apollo, from whom all 
Athenians claimed descent. The Brotherhoods seem to have Twdve^ 
been reorganised and arranged under the tribes — three to each 
tribe ; so that there were twelve brotherhoods in the Attic Phyio 
state. At the head of each tribe was a '' tribe-king.’' dasdeus. 

We can see the clan-organisation at Athens better than Theyhri. 
elsewhere. The families of each clan derived themselves from 
a common ancestor,^ and most of the clan names are patronymics. 

The worship of this ancestor was the chief end of the society. 

All the clans alike worshipped Zeus Herkeios and Apollo 
Patrdos ; many of them luid a special connexion with other 
public cults. Each had a regular administration and officers, 
at the head of whom was an “ archon.” To these clans only 
.members of the noble families belonged ; but the other classes, 
the peasants and the craftsmen, formed similar organisations The 
founded on the worship not of a common ancestor, for they 
could point to none, but some deity whom they chose. The thiasotai. 
members of these were called orgeones. This innovation heralds 
the advance of the lower classes to political importance. 

The brotherhoods, composed of families whose lands ad- Phratriae. 
joined, united their members in the cult of Zeus Phratrios and 

And ware therefore called “milk-fellows,” descended from 
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Athena Phratria. In eaiij times only clansmen belonged to 
the brotherhoods, but here again a change takes place in the 
seventh century, and orgeones are admitted. The organisation 
was then used for the purposes of census. Every child whose 
parents were citizens must be admitted into a brotherhood ; 
and, if this rite is neglected, he is regarded as illegitimate. It 
should be observed that illegitimacy at Athens did not deprive 
a man of political rights, but he could not lay claim by right 
of birth to his father’s inheritance. 

At a much later time the constitutional historians of Athens 
made out that the elans were artificial subdivisions of the 
brotherhoods. They said that each tribe was divided into 
three brotherhoods, each brotherhood into thirty elans, and it 
was even added that each clan comprised thirty men. This 
artificial scheme is true, so far as the relation of the tribe to 
the brotherhood is concerned ; but it is not true in regard to 
the clan, and is refuted by the circumstance that the tribes 
consisted of others than clansmen. 


Sect. 3. The Aeistocracy m the Seventh Century 

Early in the seventh century, then, the Athenian republic 
was an aristocracy, and the executive was in the hands of three 
annually elected officers, the archon, the king, and the pole- 
march. The archon was the supreme judge in all civil suits. 
When he entered on office, he published a declaration that he 
would, throughout the term of his archonship, preserve the 
property of every citizen intact. At a later time this sphere 
of judicial power was limited and he judged mainly cases in 
which injured parents, orphans, heiresses were involved. He 
held the chief place among the magistrates, having his official 
residence in the Prytaneiim where was the public hearth, and 
his name appeared at the head of official lists, whence he wars 
called cpdnym%LS ; though the archonship was a later institution 
than that of polemareh, as is shown by the fact that no old 
religious ceremonies were performed by the arGlion, such as 
devolved upon the poleiuarch as well as upon the king. But 
the conduct of festivals instituted at lateiv times w-as eiitrusted 
to him. Such was the Thargelia, the late-May feast of the 
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first-fruits, the chief Atheiiiaii feast of Apollo, introduced from 
Delos probably in the seventh century ; such was the great 
Dionysia, which, as we shall see, were founded in the sixth. 

The poleiiiarch had judicial duties, besides being commander- Poimmii; 
in-chief of the army. He held a court in the Epilykeion on 
the banks of the Ilisus, and judged there all cases in which 
non-citizens were involved. Thus what the archon was for 
citizens, the polemarch was for the class of foreign settlers who 
were called '' metics.'’ The king had his residence in the ro 3 ^al BasU&iis. 
Stoa in the Agora. His functions were confined to the 
inanagement of the state-religion, and the conduct of certain 
judicial cases connected with religion. He was president of the 
Council, and tlius had considerable power and responsibility in 
the conduct of the judicial functions of that body. 

The Bul6 or Council was the political organisation through The 
which tlie nobles carried out, at Athens as elsewhere, the 
gradual abolition of monarchy. This Council of Elders — a Arcapar/m. 
part as we sa^v of the Aryan inheritance of the Greeks — came 
afterwards to be called at Athens the Council of the Areopagus, 
to distinguish it from other councils of later growth. This 
name was derived from one of the Council’s most important 
functions. According to early custom, which we find reflected 
in Homer, murder and manslaughter were not regarded as 
crimes against the state, but concerned exclusively the family 
of the slain man, which might either slay the slayer or accept 
a compensation. But gradually, as the worship of the souls of 
the dead and the deities of the underworld developed, the 
belief gained ground that he who shed blood 'was impure and 
needed cleansing. Accordingly wdien a murderer satisfied the 
kinsfolk of the murdered by paying a fine, he had also to 
submit to a process of purification, and satisfy the Chthoniaii 
gods and the Erinyes or Furies, who were, in the original con- 
ception, the souls of the dead clamouring for vengeance. This 
notion of manslaughter as a religious offence necessarily led to 
the interference of the state. For when the member of a 
community was impure, the stain drew down the anger of the 
gods upon the whole community, if the unclean were . not 
driven out Hence it came about that the state undertook 
the conduct of criminal justice. The Council itself formed the 
court, and the proceedings were closely associated with the 


182 


HISTORY OF GREECE 


CHAP. 



worship of the SemnaL These Chthoiiiaii goddesses had a 
sanctuary, which served as a refuge for him whose hand was 
stained with bloodshed, on the north-east side of the Areopagus, 
outside the city wall. It is- possible that the association of 
this hill with the god Ares is merely due to a popular 
etymology, for he had no shrine here ; but the correct ex- 
planation of the name Areiospagos is not kiiown.^ On this 
rugged spot, apart from but within sight of the dwellings of 
men, the Council held its sittings for cases of murder, violence 
with murderous intent, poisoning, and incendiarism. The ac- 
^ cuser stood on the stone of Insolence, the accused on the stone 
(amtoeta.) Eecklessiiess, each a huge unhewn block. This function of 
the Council, which continued to belong to it after it had lost 
its other powers, procured it the name of the Areopagus. 

During the period of the aristocracy, the Council was the 
governing body of Athens. We may be certain that the 
magistrates were ahvays members; but otherwise \ve do not 
know how it was composed, and therefore can form no clear 
idea how the constitution w^orked. The Council doubtless 
exercised direct control over the election of the chief magis- 
trates ; but wm need have small doubt that the king, the 
archon, and the polemarch were either elected by the Ecclesia 
consisting of the whole body of citizens entitled to vote, or at 
all events were chosen by the Council out of a limited number 
nominated by the Assembly. 

Conquest (Y As ail achievement of the aristocracy we may regard the 
EUus'is, annexation of Eleusis. The Eleusinian kingdom bound in by 
Athens on one side and Megara on the other — its little bay 
locked by Megarian Salamis — did not play any part in any 
portion of Greek history of 'which we have the faintest record. 
But of its independent existence we have a clear echo in a 
hymn which tells the Eleusinian story of Demeter. That 
^'DmMer! goddess, Wandering in quest of her lost daughter Persephone, 
came to Eleusis, where she w-as hospitably entertained by the 
king, and would have made his infant son immortal but for 
the queen’s want of faith. This poem is thought to have been 
composed in the seventh century, and, if so, the days when 

^ One suggestion is tliat tlie name is derived from Athena Areia, 'who had an 
altar on the hill, another that it means the hill of the Ami, ‘‘curses,” a name of 
the Semnai ill Aeschylus. 
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Eleiisis was independent had not yet passed out of men s 
memories then. 

The middle of the seAmnth century is marked hy a further 
constitutional change, which is the result of various social 
changes. The aristocracy of birth is forced to widen into an 
aristocracy of •wealth. The general causes of this change are 
to be found in the new economical conditions which have been 
already poiiited out as afiecting the whole Greek world in the 
seventh century. But to understand their operation and 
political coiisec|uences at Athens, we must look more closely 
into the classes of the Attic population and the social structure. 

Under the rule of the kings and the aristocracies, the free Time 
population fell into three classes : the Eui>atridcte or nobles ; 
the Georrji or peasants who cultivated their own farms ; and tridai, 
the Hemiwrgi (public workers), those who lived by trade or g' 
commerce. The Eiipatrids originally lived in the country, and la-goi. 
inaiiy Attic places were called from their families, such as 
Paeoiiidae or Butadae. After' the synoecism, many of them 
came to live in the city. The Demiiirgi had their settlements 
in the neighbourliood of the city — for example, there was the 
quarter of the potters north of the xlreopagus — and also Kerameis. 
villages in the country, such as Pelekes or Daedalidae. But 
besides these classes of citizens, who had the right of attending Frmnm 
tlie Assembly, there was a mass of freemen who were not 
citizens. Among these we can distinguish the agricultural rights, 
la])ourers, who, having no land of their own, cultivated the 
estates of the nobles. ■ In return for their labour they retained 
one-'slxtli of the produce and were lienee called “ Sixth-partens ’’ nekte- 
(Hektenioroi). There were also the craftsmen who were em- 
ployed and paid by the Derniurgi, and doubtless small retail 
dealers and others. 

Although Attica seems to have taken no part in the colon- 
ising movements of the eighth and seventh centuries, the 
Athenians shared in the trading activities of the period and 
were profoundly affected by the economical revolution in the 
Greek world. The cultivation of the olive was becoming a 
feature of Attica, and its oil a profitable article of exportation. 

At the same time Attic potters were actively developing Pottery, 

t Tlie generie name must be distinguished from the particular family of the 
Eupatridae; 
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industry on lines of their own, and Attic pottery was in the 
course of another century to become disseminated tliroiigiiout 
the Mediterranean countries from Tuscany to Cyprus. Jars of 
this age have been found in tombs near the Dipylon gate on 
the north-west side of Athens, and these Dipylon vases, as they 
are called, give us a glimpse of the Attic civilisation of the 
period. We not only see a new style of vase-painting, with 
geometrical ornament and a symmetrical arrangement of the 
space at the painter’s disposal ; but in the pictures of funeral 
processions we can observe with what pomp and cost the Attic 
nobles buried their dead. In the graves where these vases 
were found, offerings were laid beside the dead, pottery and 
sometiiiies gold ornaments ; and the sepulchral pit was sur- 
mounted not by a mound but by a tall clay jar with an opening 
below, through which drink offerings could be poured. But it 
must be noticed that soon after this epoch, the influence of 
Ionia made itself felt in Attica, and the custom ^Yas introduced 
of burning the dead ; burial, however, was not discontinued ; 
the two customs subsisted side by side. Ionia also influenced 
Athenian dress. The woollen peplos fastened with a pin was 
given up and the Ionian sleeved tunic or chiton, of linen, took 
its place. 

It would be interesting if we might see in the rude repre- 
sentations of ships on some of the Dipyloii vases an illustration 
of the beginnings of Attic seamanship. The sea traffic of 
Athens must have been raj^idly growing in the first half of 
the seventh century. It is easy to see how the active par- 
ticipation of Athens in trade began to undermine the founda- 
tions of the aristocracy of birth, by introducing a new standard 
of social distinction. The nobles engaged in mercantile 
ventures with various success, some becoming richer, and 
others poorer ; and the industrial folk increased in wealth 
and importance. The result would ultimately be that wealth 
would assert itself as well as birth, both socially and politically ; 
and in the second half of the seventh century we find that, 
though the aristocracy has not been fully replaced by a 
timocracy, ox constitution, in which political rights depend 
entirely on wealth, all the conditions are |)resent for such a 
transformation. Bor we find the people divided into three 
classes according to their wealth. The principle of division 
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was the annual yield of landed property, in corn, oil, or wine. i. 

Tlie highest class was the Pentacosiomeclwmi. Before this 
name had any official meaning it was perhaps in po^mlar use 
to designate those large proprietors whose income reached five 
hundred mediiiini of corn, at a time when oil and wine had 
not been niiich cultivated. When it acquired an official sense, 
it was defined to include those whose land produced at least 
so many measures (medimni) of corn and so many measures 
(metretae) of oil or wine as together amounted to five hundred 
measures. The second class included those whose property 2 . mppk. 
produced more than three hundred but less than five liundred 
sucli measures. These were called Knights^ and so represented 
roughly those who coxdd maintain a horse and take their part 
in war as niounted soldiers. The minimum income of the 
third class was two hundred measures, and their name, 3 . z&n- 
Teamsters, shows that they were well-to-do peasants who could 
till their land witli a pair of oxen. The chief magistracies . of 
arelion, king, and polemarch were confined to the first class, 
but the principle was admitted that a successful man, although 
not a Eiipatrid, was eligible for the highest offices if his income 
amounted to 500 mediinni. It was natural that the rating 
should be expressed in terms of wealth derived from land ; 
but it is not a necessary inference that the handicraftsmen 
were entirely excluded, or that in order to win political rights 
they were forced to purchase estates. 

At first this concession of the Eiipatrids to their fellow- 
citizens did not practically amount to much. Most of the 
richest rueri in the state still belonged to the old clans ; but 
the recognition of wealth as a political test could not fail to 
undermine ultimately the privileges of birth. The organisation 
of the lower classes into bodies resembling the Claus of the 
nobles, and their admission into the Brotherhoods, have been 
inentioned. It is probable that the institution of the Tliesmo- Tkes- 
thetae also marks a step in the self-assertion of these classes, 

The Thesmothetae were a college of six judges, who managed ii’.e.). 
the whole judicial system of Athens. It was their duty to 
exaiTiine, and call attention to defects in, the laws, and to keep 
a record of judicial decisions : and they seem to have taken 
cognisance of all cases which belonged to the scope of the 
Council of Areopagus, except trials for murder'. In fact, it 
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looks as if they were practically a committee of that Council 
They were elected annually, and it has been plausibly supposed 
that the number of six was determined by the fact that they 
originated in a compromise between the orders, three being 
Eupatrids, two Georgi, and one a Demiurgos. They were 
soon associated with the three chief magistrates, the archon, 
basileus, and polemarch ; and the nine came to form a sort 
of college and "were called the Mne Archons. Each of the 
Mne when he entered on his office took an oath that he 
would act in accordance with the laws, and vowed that if he 
committed any injustice he would dedicate in gold a man’s 
statue of life-size. It wms a penalty which no archoii could 
have discharged. 

Outside these classes were the smaller peasants who had 
land of their own, of which, however, the produce did not 
amount to two hundred measures of coni or oil, and the 
humbler handicraftsmen. These were called TMtes, the name 
being perverted from its proper meaning of labourers.” The 
Thetes were citizens, but had no political rights. Yet they 
were beginning to win a certain public importance. The 
conditions of a growung maritime trade led to the development 
of a navy. As the sea powder grew, a n'ew organisation was 
found necessary, and thei-e can be little doubt that the duty 
of serving as marines in the penteconters mainly devolved 
upon the Thetes. This gave them a new significance in the 
state, a significance which would strengthen their claim to 
political rights when the time for pressing that claim should 
come. We shall see hereafter how closely connected was the 
democracy of Athens with her sea power ; and we can hardly 
be wrong in surmising the faint foreshadowings of that 
connexion at the very beginning of her naval history. Each 
of the four tribes was divided, for this purpose, into twelve 
districts called Namrcifim ; each naiicraria was probably 
bound to supply a ship. Thus the fleet consisted of forty- 
eight ships. The administration was directed by a body of 
naiicrari, at the head of wffiich wmre presidents; and the 
organisation might be found convenient for other than naval 
purposes. Thus the naucrari formed an important adminis- 
trative council 

We see then that, in the middle of the seventh century. 
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society in ilttica is undergoing the change which is trans- 
forming the face of all the progressive parts of Hellas ; wealth 
is competing with descent as a political test; and the aris- 
tocracy of birth seems to be passing into a timocracy. The 
power is in the hands of the three chief archons, who always 
belong to the class of wealthy nobles, and the Council of 
Areopagus, which is certainly composed of Eupatridae. But 
the classes outside the noble Clans, the smaller proprietors 
and the merchants, are beginning to assert themselves and 
make their weight felt : possibly the institution of the 
thesmothetae is due to their pressure. They also obtain 
adiiiissioii into the Brotherhoods, which, had been hitherto 
exclusive. Attic trade is rapidly growing. The commercial 
develo]3meiit promotes these deiiiocratic tendencies, and has 
also led to the creation of a fleet, which, since the poorest 
class of citizens are required to man it, renders that class 
important and prepares the way for its political recogni- 
tion. 

As yet, however, the naval establishment of Athens was The 
but small compared with her neighbours Chalcis and Corinth, 
or lier daughter-cities of Ionia. And Aegina, which had come Gcdm/rea, 
for a while under the iiifiuence of Argos, outstripped her. It 
is interesting to find these two cities, Athens and Aegina, 
which were in later times to be bitter rivals for the supremacy 
in their gulf, in the seventh century taking part in an 
association for maintaining the worship of Poseidon in the 
little island of Calaiirea, over against Troezeii. Other coast 
towns of the >Saronic and Argolic bays — Epidaurus, Troezen, 
Hermione, Haiiplia, Prasiae — belonged to this sacred union ; 
and tlie Boeotian Orchomenus, by virtue of the authority 
which she still possessed over the sailors of Anthedon, was 
also a member. There was no political significance in the 
joint Calaurean worship of these maritime towns ; their seamen 
propitiated Poseidon at Calaurea, just as they sacrificed to 
Paiiliellenic Zeus on the far-seen Mountain of Aegina. And 
they were not grudging votaries. They built a house for the 
sea -god in his island; its foundations have been recently 
uncovered, and it is one of the earliest stone teniples whose 
ruins have been found in Greece. 1th cent). 

Attica, like the rest of the Greek world, was disturbed in Monq/. 
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her economic development by the invention of money. She 
had naturally been brought into close commercial relations 
with her neighbour Aegina, which at this time began to take 
a leading part in maritime enterprise. Accordingly we find 
Athens adopting the Aeginetan coinage, and using a system 
of weights and measures which was almost, if not quite, 
identical with the Aeginetan. The introduction of money, 
which was at first very scarce, and led to the accumulation 
of capital in the chests of successful speculators, was followed 
by a period of transition between the old system of the direct 
exchange of commodities and the new system of a metallic 
iiiedium ; and this transitional period was trying to all men 
of small means. But the inevitable economic crisis did not 
come at once, though all conditions of social distress were 
present, and a conflict between the rich and the poor was 
Cimspimoy drawing steadily near. An event liappened about thirty years 
f the end of the century which shows that the peasants 

were still loyal to the existing constitution. 

The example of tyranny was infectious, and, as it flourished 
at the very door of Athens — in Megara and Corinth, — it was 
unlikely that some attempt should not be made at Athens too. 
A certain Cylon, of noble family, married the daughter of 
Tiieageiies, tyrant of Megara; and, under Megarian influence 
and with Megarian help, he tried to make himself master of 
the city. Consulting the Delphic oracle, he was advised to 
seize the Acropolis on the greatest festival of Zeus. Cylon, 
an Olympic victor himself, had no doubt that tlie feast of 
Olympia was meant ; but when his plot failed, it was explained 
that the oracle referred to the Athenian feast of the Diasia in 
March, which was celebrated outside the city. Cylon enlisted 
in his enterprise a number of noble youths, and a band of 
Megarian soldiers were sent by Theagenes ; he had no support 
among the people. He succeeded in seizing the Acropolis, 
but the sight of foreign soldiers effectually quenched any 
lurking sympathy that any of the Athenians might have felt 
for an effort to overthrow the government. The Council of 
the iiaucraries summoned the husbandmen from the country, 
and the summons was readily obeyed. Cylon was blockaded 
in the citadel, and, after a long siege, when food and water 
began to fail, he escaped with his brother from the fortress. 
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Tile rest were soon constrained to capitulate. They sought 
refuge in the temple of Athena Polias, and left it when the 
archons promised to spare their lives. But Megacles, of the 
Alcmaeoiiid family, was arch on this year ; and at his instigation 
the pledge was disregarded, and the conspirators were put to 
death. Some feud among the clans may have been at work 
here. The city was saved from a tyrant, but it had incurred 
a grave pollution. Such a violation of a solemn pledge to the 
suppliants who had trusted in the protection of the gods was 
an insult to the gods themselves; and . the city was under a 
curse till the pollution should be removed. This view was 
urged l)y the secret friends of Oylon and those who hated the 
Alemaeoiiids. And so it came to pass that while Cyloii, his 
brutlier, and their descendants were condemned to distranehise- 
ment and perpetual banishment, the Alcmaeonids and those 
who had acted with them were also tried on the charge of 
sacrilege and condeiimed to a perpetual exile, with confiscation onids, 
of their property. And the bodies of those of tlie clan who 
had died between the deed of sacrilege and the passing of 
this sentence were exhumed and cast beyond the boundary 
of Attica. The banishment of the Alcmaeonids had con- 
sequences in the distant future, and we shall see how it comes 
into the practical politics of Athens two hundred years later. 

The tale is also told that the city required a further purifica- 
tion, and that a priest named Epimenides came from Crete ipi 
and cleansed it. But it has been thougiit doubtful whether 
Epimenides is more than a mythical name like Orpheus, since 
another story brings him to Athens again, for similar purposes 
of atonement, more than a century afterwards ; and then both 
tales are conciliated by ascribing to the seer a miraculous sleep 
of a hundred years. 

In the course of the next ten years, the state of the 
peasants seems to have changed considerably for the worse. 

The outbreak of a war with Megara, in consequence of the 
plot of Oylon, aggravated the distress of the rural p)opulation; 
for the Attic coasts suffered from the depredations of the 
enemy, and the Megariaii market was closed to the oil-trade. 
Whether the peasants, who groaned under the existing system, 
found leaders and extorted concessions from the government, 
or whether the ruling classes themselves saw the danger, and 
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tried to prevent it by a timely concession, it was at all events 
decided tliat a code of law should be drawn up and written 
down. Probably men had been clamouring long to obtain 
this security for life and property ; and what the thesmothetae 
may have already done by recording judicial decisions in 
writino- was not enough. Dracon was appointed an extra- 
ordinary legislator (Thesmothetes), and empowered to codify 
and rectify" the existing law. We know only the provisions 
of that part of his criminal law which dealt with the shedding 
of blood ; for these provisions were not altered by subsequent 
legislation. In later times it was thought that Dracon revealed 
to"' the Athenians how harsh their laws were, and his name 
became proverbial for a severe lawgiver. An Athenian orator 
won credit for his epigram that Dracon’s laws were written 
not in ink but in blood. This idea arose from the fact that 
certain small offences, such as stealing cabbage, were punished 
by death. A broader view, however, of Dracon’s code will 
modify this view. He drew careful distinctions between 
murder and various kinds of accidental or justifiable man- 
slaughter. In Dracon’s laws we meet a body of fifty-one 
judgus, called the Epidae. They were diosen from the 
Eupatrids, but it is not clear whether they formed a part of 
the Council of the Areopagus or were a wholly distinct body. 
Those cases of bloodshed which did not come before the court 
of the Areopagus were tried by the Ephetae, in case the 
shedder of blood was known. According to the nature of 
the deed the Ephetae held their court in different places ; m 
the temple of the Delphinian Apollo, in the Palladion at 
Phaleron, or at Phreatto, a tongue of land on the Munychian 
peninsula. This last court was used in the case of those who 
were tried for manslaughter committed abroad, and as they 
might not set foot on the soil of their country, they had to 
answer the charge standing in a boat drawn up near the shore. 
When the shedder of blood was not known, the case came 

before the king in the Pry taneum. 

It is unfortunate that we are not informed of Dracon s 
other legislation. We know that the laws relating to debtors 
were stringent ; the creditor could claim the person of the 
insolvent debtor. In general, he was bound to provide for 
the interests of the rich power-holding class; but it was at 
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all events an enormous gain for the poor that those interests 
should be defined in writing. 


Sect. 4. The Legislation of Solon and the Foundation 
OF Democracy 

Dracon’s code was something, but it did not touch the root 
of the evil. Every year the oppressiveness of the rich few 
and the impoverishment of the small farmer were increasing. 
Without capital, and obliged to borrow money, the small 
proprietors mortgaged their lands, which fell into the hands 
of capitalists, who lent money at ruinous interest. It must 
be remembered that money was still very scarce/ and that the 
peasants had now to purchase all their needs in coin. Even 
in Attica the small peasant could not cope with the larger 
proprietor. Thus the little farms of Attica were covered with 
stones, on which the mortgage bonds were written ; the large 
estates grew apace ; the black earth, as Solon said, was enslaved. 

The condition of the free labourers was even more deplor- 
able. The sixth part of the produce, which was their wage, 
no longer sufficed, under the new economical conditions, to 
support life, and they were forced into borrowing from their 
masters. The interest was high, the laws of debt were ruth- 
less, and the person of the borrower was the pledge of repay- 
ment and forfeited to the lender in case of inability to pay. 
The result was that the class • of free labourers was being 
gradually transformed into a class of slaves, whom their lords 
could sell when they chose. 

Thus while the w^ealtliy few were becoming wealthier and 
greedier, the small proprietors were becoming landless, and the 
landless freemen 'were becoming slaves. And the evil was 
aggravated by unjust judgments, and the perversion of law in 
favour of the rich and powerful. The social disease seemed 
likely to culminate in a political revolution. The people were 
bitter against their remorseless oppressors, and only wanted a 
leader to rebel. To any student of contemporary politics, 
observing the development in other states, a tyianny would 

^ The value of silver at this time may be judged from the fact that a sheep 
cost a drachma, a bushel of barley a drachma, an ox five drachmae. (A drachma 
~ about a franc. ) 
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have seemed the most probable solution. A tyranny had 
already, once at least, and probably more than once, been 
averted; and now, as it happened, the masses obtained a 
mediator, not a demagogue, a reform, not a revolution. The 
tyranny, though it was ultimately to come, was postponed for 
more than thirty years. The mediator in the civil strife was 
Solon, the son of Execestides, a noble connected with the 
house of the Medontids. He was a merchant, and belonged 
to the wealthiest class in the state. But he was very different 
from the Attic Eupatrids, rustic s€_[uires, of old fashions and 
narrow vision. We may guess that he had not been a home- 
keeping youth, but had visited the eastern coasts of the 
Aegean, whither mercantile concerns might have taken him. 
At all events, he had learned much from progressive Ionia. 
He had imbued himself with Ionic literature, and had mastered 
the art of writing verse in the Ionic idiom ; so that he could 
himself take part in the intellectual movement of the day and 
become one of the sages of Greece. He was a poet, not 
because he was poetically inspired, like the Parian Archilochus 
of an earlier, or the Lesbian Sappho of his own, generation: 
but because at that time every man of letters was a poet ; 
there was no prose literature. A hundred years later Solon 
would have used prose as the vehicle of his thoughts. His 
moderate temper made him generally popular ; his knowledge 
gave him authority; and his countrymen called upon him, at 
last, to set their house in order. We are fortunate enough to 
possess portions of poems — political pamphlets — wdrich he 
published for the purpose of guiding public opinion ; and thus 
we have his view of the situation in his own words. He did 
not scruple to speak plainly. The social abuses and the sad 
state of the masses were clear to everybody, but Solon saw 
another side of the question ; and he had no sympathy with 
the extreme revolutionary agitators who demanded a redis- 
tribution of lands. The more moderate of the nobles seem to 
have seen the danger and the urgent need of a ne-w order of 
things ; and thus it came to pass that Solon was solicited to 
undertake the work of reform. He definitely niidertook the 
task and was elected archon,^ with extraordinary legislative 


^ The year of Solon’s archonship is either 594-3 or 592-1 b.c. : there is 
evidence for both, perhaps the earlier is the more probable. In any case it 
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powers, for the purpose of healing the evils of the state, and 
conciliating the classes. 

Instead of making the usual declaration of the chief magis- Soimils 
trate, that he would protect the property of alh men un- 
diminished, he made proclamation that all mortgages and 
dehts by which the debtor’s person or land was pledged 
were annulled, and that all those who had become slaves 
for debt were free. By this proclamation in that summer, 
memorable for the rescue of hundreds of poor wretches into 
liberty and hope, the Athenians “ shook off their burdens,” 
and this first act of Solon’s social reform was called the 
SeiscicMheia.. Ihe great deliverance was celebrated by a public 
feast. 

The character of the remedial measures of Solon is imper- 
fectly known. After the cancelling of old debts he passed a law 
which forbade debtors to be enslaved. He fixed a limit for the 
measure of land which could be owned by a single person, so 
as to prevent the growth of dangerously large estates. And 
he forbade the exportation of Attic products, except oil. For 
it had been found that so much corn was carried to foreign 
markets, where the prices were higher, that an insufficient 
supply remamed for the population of Attica. It is to be 
observed that at this time the Athenians had not yet begun to 
import Pontic corn. 

All these measures hit the rich hard, and created discontent 
with the reformer ; while, on the other hand, he was far from 
satisfying the desires and hopes of the mas,ses. He would not 
confiscate and redistribute the estates of the wealthy, as many 
wished. And, though he rescued the free labourer from 
bondage, he made no change in the Sixth-part system, so that 
the condition of these landless freemen was improved only in 
so far as they could not be enslaved, and in so far as the law 
limiting exportation affected prices. And Solon was too dis- 
creet to attempt to interfere seriously with the conditions of 
the money market by artificial restrictions. He fixed no 
maximum rate of interest, and his monetary reforms must be 
kept strictly apart from his social reforms. He replaced the 

seems certain that Solon s iegislati'v^e activity extended over more than a single 
yeaij and likely tliat he was cominissioned as an extraordinary lawgiver (nonio- 
thetes) to revise the constitution. 
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Pheidonian scale of weights and measures by a scale wliicli 
was very close to the Euboeic, and he made a corresponding 
change in the coinage. The weight of the niina was altered 
in such a way that 100 of the new drachmae were equivalent 
in value to about 73 Pheidonian drachmae. This change is 
to be brought into connexion, not with the domestic reform, 
but with the foreign policy of Athens, to which new prospects 
were opening. The old coinage attached her to Aegina, with 
which her relations were strained, and to her foe Megara ; the 
new system seemed to invite her into the distant fields beyond 
the sea, where Chalcis and Corinth had led the way in opening 
up a new world. For the scale of the Corinthian money was 
the same as the Euboeic. 

What Solon did to heal the social sores of his country 
entitled him to the most fervent gratitude, but it -was no more 
than might have been done by any able, bold, and honest states- 
man who possessed men’s confidence. His title to fame as one 
of the great statesmen of Europe rests upon his reform of the 
constitution. He discovered a secret of democracy, and he 
used his discovery to build up the constitution on democratic 
foundations. The Athenian commonwealth did not actually 
become a democracy till many years later; but Solon not 
only laid the foundations, he shaped the framework. At first 
sight, indeed, the state as he reformed it might seem little 
more than an aristocracy of wealth — a timocracy — with certain 
democratic tendencies. He retained the old graduation of the 
people in classes according to property. But he added the 
Thetes as a fourth class, and gave it certain political rights. 
On the three higher classes devolved the public burdens, and 
they served as cavalry or as hoplites. The Thetes were employed 
as light-armed troops or as marines. It is probable that 
Solon made little or no change in regard to the offices which 
were open to each class. Pentacosioinedimni w^ere alone 
eligible to the archonship, and for them alone was reserved 
the financial office of Treasurer of Athena. . Other offices?- 
were open to the Hippos and the Zeugitae, but the distinction 
in privilege between them is unknown. The Thetes were not 
eligible to any of the offices of state, but they were admitted 

^ The offices of the Poletai (who farmed out public contracts, e.g. mines), the 
Eleven (heads of the executive of justice), the KOlakretai (financial officers). 
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to take part in tlie meetings of the Ecclesia, and this gave 
them a voice in the election of the magistrates. 

The opening of the Assembly to the lowest class was indeed 
an important step in the democratic direction; but it may 
have been only the end of a gradual process of widening, 
which had been going on under the aristocracy. The radical 
measure of Solon, which was the very corner-stone of the 
Athenian democracy, was his constitution of the courts of 
justice. He composed a court out of all the citizens, includ- The 
ing the Thetes; and as the panels of judges were enrolled 
lot, the poorest burgher might have his turn. Any magis- 
trate on laying down his office could be accused before the 
people in these courts; and thus the institution of popular 
courts invested the people with a supreme control over the 
administration. The people, sitting in sections as s-worn judges, 
were called the Ileliaea , — as distinguished from the Ecclesia, 
in which they gathered to pass laws or choose magistrates, but 
were required to take no oath. Having in its hands both the 
appointment of the magistrates and the control of their con- 
duct, the people possessed theoretically the sovereignty of the 
state ; and the meting out of more privileges to the less 
wealthy classes could be merely a matter of time. At first 
the archons were not deprived of their judicial powers, and 
the heliaea acted as a court of appeal ; but by degrees the 
competence of the archons w’as reduced to the conduct of the 
proceedings preliminary to a trial, and the heliaea became both 
the first and the final court. 

The constitution of the judicial courts out of the whole 
people was the secret of democracy which Solon discovered. 

It is his title to fame in the history of the growth of j)opular 
government in Europe. Without ignoring the tendencies to a 
democratic development which existed before him, and without, 
on the other hand, disguising the privileges which he reserved 
to the upper classes, we can hardly hesitate to regard Solon 
as the founder of the Athenian democracy. It must indeed 
be confessed that there is much in the scope and intention of 
his constitution which it is difficult to appreciate, because we 
know so little of the older constitution which he reformed. 
Thus we have no definite record touching the composition of 
the Council of the Areopagus, touching its functions as a 
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deliberative body and its relations to the Assembly, or toucbing 
the composition of the Assembly itself. We can, however, 
have little doubt that under the older commonwealth the 
Council of Elders exerted a preponderant influence over the 
Assembly, and that the business submitted to the Assembly, 
whether by the magistrates or in whatever way introduced, 
was previously discussed and settled by the Council. The 
founder of popular government could not leave this hinge of 
the aristocratic republic as it was. He must either totally 
change the character of the Council and transform it into a 
popular body, or he must deprive it of its deliberative functions 
in regard to the Assembly. Solon deprived the Council of 
Elders of these deliberative functions, so that it could no 
longer take any diinct part in administration and legislation. 
But on the other hand he assigned to it a new and lofty role. 
He constituted it the protector of the constitution, and the 
guardian of the laws, giving it wide and undefined powers of 
control over the magistrates, and a censorial authority over 
the citizens. Its judicial and religious functions it retained. 
In order to bring it into harmony with the rest of his con- 
stitution, Solon seems to have altered the composition of the 
Council. Henceforward, at least, the nine archons at the end 
of their year of office became life-members of the Council of 
the Areopagus ; and this was the manner in which the Council 
was recruited. Thus the Areopagites were virtually appointed 
by the people in the Assembly. 

Having removed the Council of the Areopagus to this place 
of dignity, above and almost outside the constitution, Solon 
was obliged to create a new body to prepare the business for 
the Assembly. Such a body was indispensable, as the Greeks 
always recognised ; and it is clear that in its absence enormous 
powers would have been placed in the hands of the magis- 
trates, on whom *the manipulation of the Assembly would 
have entirely devolved. The probuleutic ” Council which 
Solon instituted consisted of four hundred members; a hundred 
being taken from each of the four tribes, either chosen by the 
tribe itself or, more probably, picked by lot. All citizens of 
the three higher classes were eligible; the Thetes alone were 
excluded. In later days this Couxicil--— or r a new 
Council which took its place— gained a large number of 
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important powers, wiiicli made it to all intents an independent 
body in the state, but at first its functions seem to have been 
purely probuleiitic,’’ and it has therefore rather the aspect of 
being merely a part of the organisation of the Assembly. It 
must always be remembered that it does not represent the 
Council of Elders of the Aryan fore world; it does not corre- 
spond to the G-erusia of Sparta or the Senate of Eome. But it 
takes over certain functions which had before formed part of 
the duty of the Council of elders ; it discusses beforehand the 
public matters which are to be submitted to the Assembly. 

The use of lot for the purpose of appointing public officers Lot. 
was a feature of Solon’s reforms. According to men’s ideas in 
those days, lot committed the decision to the gods, and was 
thus a serious method of procedure — not a sign of political 
levity, as we should regard it now. But a device which 
superstition suggested was approved by the reflexions of 
philosophical statesmen ; and lot was recognised as a valuable 
political engine for security against undue influence and for 
the protection of minorities. It was doubtless as a security 
against the undue influence of clans and parties that Solon 
used it. He applied it to the appointment of the chief magis- Mixed 
trates themselves. But, religious though he was, he could not 
be blind to the danger of taking no human precautions against mid lou 
the falling of the lot upon an incompetent candidate. He 
therefore mixed the two methods of lot and election. Forty 
candidates were elected, ten from each tribe, by the voice of 
their tribesmen ; and out of these the nine archons were 
picked by lot. It is probable that a similar mixed method 
was employed in the choice of the Four Hundred Councillors. 

Solon sought to keep the political balance steady by secur- Jjmig&r in 
ing that each of the four tribes should have an equal share in and^'ckmK 
the government. He could hardly have done otherwise, and 
yet here we touch on the weak point in the fabric of his con- 
stitution. The gravest danger ahead was in truth not the 
strife of poor and rich, of noble lord and man of the people, 
but the deep-rooted and bitter jealousies which existed between 
many of the clans. While the clan had the tribe behind it 
and the tribe possessed political weight, such feuds might at 
any moment cause a civil war or a revolution. But it was 
reserved for a future lawgiver to grapple with this problem. 
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Soloii assuredly saw it, but he had no solution ready to hand ; 
and the evil was closely connected with another evil, the local 
parties which divided Attica. Tor these dangers Solon offered 
no remedy, and therefore his work, though abiding in the 
highest sense, did not supply a final or even a brief pacification 
of the warring elements in the state. He is said to have 
passed a law — so clumsy, so difficult to render effective, that 
it is hard to believe that such an enactment was ever made — 
that ill the case of a party struggle every burgher must take a 
side under pain of losing his civic rights. Solon, if he was 
indeed the author of such a measure, sought to avert the 
possible issues of political strife by forcing the best citizens to 
intervene ; it was a safeguard, a clumsy safeguard, against the 
danger of a tyranny. 

It is interesting to observe that in some directions Solon 
extended and in others restricted the freedom of the individual. 
He restricted it by sumptuary laws and severe penalties for 
idleness ; he extended it by an enactment allowing a man who 
had no heirs of his body to will his property as he liked, 
instead of its going to the next of kin,^ One of Solon’s first 
acts was to repeal all the legislation of Dracon, except the 
laws relating to manslaughter. His own laws were inscribed 
on wooden tables set in revolving frames called axbnes, which 
were numbered, and the laws were quoted by the number of 
the axon. These tablets were kept in the Public hall. But 
copies were made on stone pillars, called in the old Attic 
tongue hyrheis, and kept in the Portico of the King. Every 
citizen was required to take an oath that he would obey these 
laws; and it was ordered that the laws were to remain in 
force for a hundred years. 

Solon had done his work boldly, but he had done it con- 
stitutionally. He had not made himself a tyrant, as he might 
easily have done, and as many expected him to do. On the 
contrary, one purpose of his reform was to forestall the 
necessity, and prevent the possibility, of a tyranny. He had 
not even become an aesymnetes — a legislator (like Pittacus) 
who for a number of years supersedes the constitution in order 
to reform it, and rules for that time with the absolute power 

^ Tins measure, we may probably assume, simply legalised an usage wbicb 
had been introduced in practice long before. 
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of a tyrant. He had simply held the office of archon, invested, 
indeed, with extraordinary powers. To a superficial observer 
caution seemed the note of his reforms, and men were surprised, 
and many disgusted, by his cautiousness. His caution consisted His 
in reserving the highest offices for men of property, and the 
truth probably is that in his time no others would have been 
fitted to perform the duties. But Solon has stated his own 
principle that the privileges of each class should be propor- 
tional to the public burdens which it can bear. This was the 
conservative feature of his legislation ; and, seizing on it, 
democrats could make out a plausible case for regarding his 
constitution as simply a timocracy. When he laid down his 
office he was assailed by complaints, and he wrote elegies in 
which he explains his middle course and professes that he per- 
formed the things which he undertook without favour or fear. 

“ I threw my stout shield,’’ he says, over both parties.” He 
refused to entertain the idea of any modifications in his 
measures, and thinking that the reforms would work better in 
the absence of the reformer, he left Athens soon after his 
archonship and travelled for ten years, partly for mercantile 
ends, but perhaps chiefly from curiosity, to see strange places 
and strange men. 

Though the remnants of his poems are fragmentary, though Ghamcter 
the recorded events of his life are meagre, and though the 
details of his legislation are dimly known and variously inter- 
preted, the personality of Solon leaves a distinct impression on 
our minds. We know enough to see in him an embodiment 
of the ideal of intellectual and moral excellence of the early 
Greeks, and the greatest of their wise men. For him the first 
of the virtues was moderation, and his motto was “ Avoid 
excess.” He was in no vulgar sense a man of the world, for 
he was many-sided — poet and legislator, traveller and trader, 
noble and friend of the people. He had the insight to discern 
some of the yet undeveloped tendencies of the age, and could 
sympathise with other than the power-holding classes. He 
had meditated too deeply on the circumstances of humanity 
to find power a temptation; he never forgot that he was a 
traveller between life and death. It was a promising and 
characteristic act for a Greek state to commit the task of its 
reformation to such a man, and empower him to translate into 
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definite legislative measures the views which he expressed in 
his poems. 

Solon’s social reforms inaugurated a permanent improve- 
ment. But his political measures, which he intended as a 
compromise, displeased many. Party strife broke out again 
bitterly soon after his archonship, and only to end, after thirty 
years, in the tyranny which it had been his dearest object to 
prevent. Of this strife we know little. It took the form of 
a struggle for the archonship, and two years are noted in 
which, in consequence of this struggle, no archons were elected, 
hence called years of anarchy. Then a certain archon, 
Bamasias, attempted to convert his office into a permanent 
tyranny and actually held it for over two years. This attempt 
frightened the political parties into making a compromise of 
some sort. It was agreed that ten archons should be chosen, 
five Eupatrids, three Georgi, and two Demiurgi, all of course 
possessing the requisite minimum of wealth. It is unknown 
whether this arrangement was repeated after the year of its 
first trial, but it certainly did not lead to a permanent 
reconciliation. 

The two great parties were those who %vere in the main 
satisfied with the new constitution of Solon, and those who 
disliked its democratic side and desired to return to the aristo- 
cratic government which he had subverted. The latter con- 
sisted chiefly of Eupatrids and were known as the men of the 
Plain. They were led by Lycurgus, and numbered among 
them the clan of the Philaidae — distinguished as the clan of 
Hippocleides, the wooer of Agarista, and destined to become 
more distinguished still as that of more than one Cimon and 
Miltiades. The opposite party of the Coast included not only 
the population of the coast, but the bulk of the middle classes, 
the peasants as well as the Demiurgi, who were bettered by 
the changes of Solon. They were led by Megacles, son of 
Alcmaeon, the same Megacles who married Agarista. For one 
of Solon’s measures was an act of amnesty which was couched 
in such terms that, while it did not benefit the descendants of 
Cylon, it permitted the return of the Alcmaeoiiidae. Their 
position severed them from the rest of the Eupatrids and asso- 
ciated them with the party which represented Solon’s views. 


GHAPTEK V 


GROWTH OF ATHENS IN THE SIXTH CENTURY 

Sect. 1. The Conquest of Salamis and Nisaea 

In the midst of these domestic troubles and party struggles, 
there were a few statesmen who found time to attend to 
foreign affairs, and saw that the time had come for Athens to 
take a new step in her political career. Under her aristo- 
cracy, Athens had enjoyed a long period of development which 
may be called peaceful, if we compare the growth of some 
other states ; and this prepared her to take her place in the 
general scene of Greek history. Though Attica was a poor 
country, scantily watered and with light soil, her prosperity 
in the oil trade might encourage her to look forward to becom- 
ing rich. But, if she was ever to become a political power, 
there was one thing to be achieved at all hazards. Every 
Athenian who stood on his strong hill and looked south-west- 
ward could see what this was. He descried, lying close to his 
own shore, an island which was not his own. And, if he Salmnis. 
walked across Mount Aegaleos, he saw how this foreign island 
blocked up the bay of what was now his own Eleusis. Almost 
equally distant from Athens and Megara, parted by a narrow 
water from both, Salamis in the hands of either must be a 
constant menace to the other. The possession of Salamis must Rimiry of 
decide the future history of both Megara and Athens. At 
this period Megara with her growing colonial connexions was 
a strong state and a formidable neighbour ; and her expanding 
trade must have been viewed with alarm and jealousy by 
Athenian statesmen. A struggle with Megara, sooner or later, 
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was inevitable, and the Cy Ionian conspiracy, as we saw, 
furnished an occasion of war. Theagenes could not easily 
brook the slaughter of his men in violation of the promise 
which had been given to them, and he sent his ships to harry 
the Attic coasts. The Athenians sought to occupy Salamis, 
but all their efforts to gain a’ permanent footing failed, and 
they abandoned the attempt in despair. Years passed away. 
At length Solon saw that the favourable hour had come. It 
was, perhaps, a quarter of a century after the year of his law- 
giving ; he had returned from his travels and was living at 
Athens, one of the Council of the Areopagus. Megara was 
now weaker than in the days of Theagenes, and, whether she 
had given any new cause of offence to Athens or not, Solon 
and his friends decided that it was time to strike. The great 
legislator came forward now, not as before to assuage strife 
but to stir up to conquest. He composed a stirring poem 
which began : '' I came myself as a herald from lovely Salamis, 
but with song on my lips instead of common speech.’' He 
blamed the peace policy of the men who let slip Salamis,” as 
dishonourable ; and cried, '' Arise and come to Salamis, to win 
that fair island and undo our shame.” The poem of Solon 
was intended to have the effect which in later times, when 
''common speech” had been perfected to a fine art, would 
have been wrought by the eloquence of an orator in the 
Assembly. His appeal moved the hearts of his countrymen 
to a national effort, and an Athenian army went forth to lay 
the first stone of their country’s greatness. 

An intimate friend of Solon took part in the enterprise, — 
Pisistratus, son of Hippocrates, whose home and estates were 
near Brauron. It has been thought that Pisistratus was the 
polemarch of the year, but it is more probable that he was 
only a general subordinate to the polemarch. He helped the 
expedition to a successful issue. Hot only was the disputed 
island wrested from Megara, but he captured the port of 
Nisaea over against the island. We may conjecture that 
Nisaea was surprised first, and that its capture enabled the 
Athenians to occupy Salamis. Thus, though Pisistratus was 
associated with the conquest of Msaea, not with the conquest 
of Salamis, it was to Mm, along with his friend Solon who 
inspired the enterprise, that the great achievement was really 
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due. The seizure of her port was a shock to the trade 
of Megara. It was indeed afterwards restored, when peace 
was made through the mediation of Sparta ; but the hopes of 
Athenian policy, which its possession aroused, are reflected in 
the legend, created at this time, that Msus the Megariaii hero 
was a son of Pandion, an early Athenian king. Shortly after- 
wa.rds the text of the Iliad which assumed, as we shall see, its 
final shape at Athens, was tampered with. The Athenians 
entered in that venerable record the political geography which 
they desired. In the Catalogue of the Ships (where Megara [See above, 
has no independent place, she is counted as a city of Boeotia), 
two verses were inserted implying that Salamis belonged to 
Athens in the time of the Trojan war. There is no reason to 
suppose that there was any truth in this prehistoric claim. 

But Salarnis now became permanently annexed to Attica. The 
island was afterwards divided in lots among Athenian citizens, 
wdio were called deruchs or lot- holders.” Salamis, unlike Oieruchs in 
Eleusis, was not incorporated in Attica, though it was nearer 
Athens. There have been found fragments of a document in- 
scribed on a stone-pillar, perhaps (but it is difficult to judge 
the dates of early Attic writings) not many years later than 
the conquest, — a decree of the people which concerns the 
settlement of Salamis ; one of the earliest scriptured stones of 

Athenian history, and the earliest example we possess of d. 

' ^ deovee 

decree of the Athenian people. The old inhabitants of the 
island were to pay the same taxes as the Athenians ” and to 
serve in the army, but they were to dwell on their farms in 
the island, and were not to let their lots to others under pain 
of a fine. 

The conquest of Salamis was a decisive event for Athens. 

Her territory was now rounded off ; she had complete com- 
mand of the landlocked Eleusinian bay; it was she who now 
threatened Megara. 

Sect. 2. Athens under Pisistratus 

The conqueror of Hisaea was the hero of the day. By pro- 
fessing democratic doctrines and practising popular arts, he in- 
gratiated himself with those extreme democrats who, being 
bitterly opposed to the nobles and not satisfied by the Solonian 
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compromise, were outside both the Plain and the Coast. Pisi- 
stratus thus organised a new party which was called the Hill, 
as it largely consisted of the poor hillsmen of the highlands of 
Attica ; but it also included the hektemors, for whom Solon 
had done little, and many discontented men, who, formerly 
rich, had been impoverished by Solon’s measure of cancelling 
old debts. With this party at his back, Pisistratus aimed at 
no less a thing than grasping the supreme power for himself. 
One day he appeared in the agora, wounded, he said, by a foul 
attack of his political foes— his foes because he was a friend 
of the people ; and he showed wounds which he bore. In the 
Assembly, packed by the Hillsmen, a bodyguard of fifty clubs- 
men was voted to him on the proposal of Aristion. We have 
a monument, which we may associate with the author of this 
memorable act, in a sepulchral slab discovered near Brauron, 
on which is finely wrought in very low relief the portrait of 
‘‘ Aristion ” standing armed by his tombstone ; and it is hardly 
too bold to recognise in this contemporary sculpture the friend 
of Pisistratus, when we remember that the home of the Pis- 
istratid family was at Brauron. Having secured his bodyguard 
— the first step in the tyrant’s progress — Pisistratus seized the 
Acropolis, and made himself master of the state. 

It was the fate of Solon to live just long enough to see the 
establishment of the tyranny which he dreaded. We know 
not what part he had taken in the troubled world of politics 
since his return to Athens. The story was invented that he 
called upon the citizens to arm themselves against the tyrant, 
but called in vain ; and that then, laying his arms outside the 
threshold of his house, he cried, ‘'I have aided, so far as I 
could, my country and the constitution, and I appeal to others 
to do likewise.” Hor has the story that he refused to live 
under a tyranny and sought refuge with his Cyprian friend 
the king of Soli, any good foundation. We know only that 
in his later years he enjoyed the pleasures of wine and love, 
and that he survived but a short time the seizure of the 
tyranny by Pisistratus, who at least treated the old man with 
respect. 

The discord of parties had smoothed the way for the 
sohelhos of Pisistratus ; but his success led in turn to the 
unib|| M the two other parties, the Plain and the Coast, against 
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him, and at the end of about five years they succeeded in First exile 
driving him out. But now disunion followed, and Megacles 
the leader of the Coast seems to have quarrelled not only with (556-5 
the Plain but with his own party. At all events, he sought 
reconciliation with Pisistratus and undertook to help him back 
to the tyranny on condition that the tyrant wedded his 
daughter. The legend is that the partisans of Pisistratus (V 
found in Paeania, an Attic village, a woman of loftier than 
common stature, whom they arrayed in the guise of the goddess 
Athena. Her name was Phye. Then heralds, on a certain 
day, entered Athens, crying that Pallas herself was leading 
back Pisistratus. Presently a car arrived bearing the tyrant 
and Phye; and the trick deceived all the common folk. 

But the coalition of Pisistratus with Megacles was not 
more abiding than that of Megacles with Lycurgus. By a 
former wife ^ Pisistratus had two sons — Hippias and Hip- 
parchus; and as he desired to create a dynasty, he feared that, 
if he had offspring by a second wife, the interests of his older 
sons might be injured and family .dissensions ensue. So, 
though he went through the form of marriage with the 
daughter of Megacles, as he had promised, he did not treat her 
as his wife. Megacles was enraged when the tyrant’s neglect 
reached his ears ; he made common cause with the enemies of 
Pisistratus aid succeeded in driving him out for the second 
time, perhaps in the same year in which he had been restored. 

The second exile lasted for about ten years, and Pisistratus Second 
spent it in forming new connexions in Macedonia. On 
Tliermaic gulf he organised the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood of PJiaecelus into some sort of a city-state. He exploited 
the gold mines of Mount Pangaeus near the Strymon, and 
formed a force of mercenary soldiers, thus providing himself 
with money and men to recover his position at Athens. Pie 
was supported by Lygdamis, the tyrant of Haxos, and by the 
friendship of other Greek states, such as Thessaly, which he 
had cultivated in the days of his power. The aristocracy of 

^ Her name is unknown. Pisistratus had also married Tinionassa an Argive 
woman, wliom, being a foreigner, Attic law did not recognise as a legal wife. 

The sons of Tinionassa, lojdion and Hegesistratus, were therefore technically 
illegitimate, bat socially, doubtless, no stain was attached to them. Hegesi- 
stratus seems to have been afterwards legitimised and made a citizen ; perhaps it 
was on this occasion that he received his other name Thessalus. 
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Eretrian horsemen were well-disposed to him, and their city 
was an admirable basis for an attack upon Athens. When he 
landed at Marathon, his adherents flocked to his standard. 
The citizens who were loyal to the constitutional government 
marched forth, and were defeated in battle at Pallene. 
Eesistance was at an end, and once more Pisistratus had the 
power in his hands. This time he kept it. 

The rule of Pisistratus may be described as a constitutional 
tyranny. He did not stop the wheels of the democracy, but 
he guided the machine entirely at his own will. The constitu- 
tion of Solon seems to have been preserved in its essential 
features, though in some details the lapse of time may have 
brought modifications. Thus it is possible that even before 
the first success of Pisistratus the assessment according to 
measures of corn and oil had been converted into an assessment 
in money. And as money became cheaper the earlier standards 
for the division of classes ceased to have the old significance. 
A man who at the beginning of the sixth century just reached 
the standard of the first class was passing rich ; fifty years 
later he would be comparatively poor. But it was not to the 
interest of the tyrant to raise the census for political office. 
Various measures of policy were adopted by him to protect his 
position, while he preserved the old forms of government. 
He managed to exert an influence on the appointment of the . 
archons, so as to secure personal adherents, and one of his own 
family generally held some office. This involved the suspension 
or modification of the system of lot introduced by Solon. The 
tyrant kept up a standing force of paid soldiers— among them, 
perhaps, Scythian archers, whom ^ we see portrayed on Attic 
vases of the time. And he kept in his power, as hostages, 
the- children of some noble families which he suspected. 
Most indeed of his more prominent opponents, including the 
Alcmaeonids, had left Attica, and the large estates which they 
abandoned were at his disposal. 

These estates gave him the means of solving a problem 
which Solon had left unsolved, and of satisfying the expecta- 
tions of a large number of his supporters. He divided the 
vacant lands into lots and gave them to the labourers who had 
worked on these and other estates. Thus the way was pre- 
pared for the total abolition of the hektemors. They became 
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practically peasant proprietors, and they had to pay only the 
land-tax, amounting to one-tenth of the produce. Land was The 
also given to many needy people who idled in the city, and 
loans of money to start them. The tax of a tenth, imposed on 
all estates, formed an important source of the tyrant’s revenue, 
and it is generally supposed that he introduced it. But this 
is not probable. We may take it that this land-tax was an 
older institution which continued under Pisistratus, until either 
he or his sons were able, through an increase of revenue from 
other sources, to reduce it to one-twentieth. It has been 
plausibly suggested that this increase of revenue came from 
the silver mines of Laurion, which now perhaps began to be 
more effectively worked. His possessions on the Strymon 

were another mainstay of the finance of Pisistratus. He 
exerted himself to improve agriculture, and under his influence 
the olive, which had long ago found a home in Attica, was 
planted all over the land. 

Under Pisistratus Athens rested from the distractions of 
party strife, and the old parties gradually disappeared. The 
mass of discontented hektemors was absorbed in the class of 
peasant proprietors. Thus the people enjoyed a tranquil 
period of economical and political development. And as the 
free forms of the constitution were preserved, the masses, in 
the Assembly and in the Law-courts, received a training in 
the routine at least of public affairs, which rendered them fit 
for the democracy which was to ensue when the tyranny was 
overthrown. 

Abroad it was the consistent policy of Pisistratus to pre- Foreign 
serve peaceful relations with other states. Aegina indeed was 
openly the rival of Athens, and humbled Megara could hardly 
be aught save sullen. But Athens was on friendly terms with 
both the rival powers of the Peloponnesus, Sparta and Argos ; 
and Thebes, and Thessaly, and the Eretrian knights had helped 
the tyrant in the days of his adversity. His influence ex- 
tended to the banks of the Strymon and the coast of Macedonia, 
as we have already seen ; and he had a subservient friend 
in Lygdamis of Naxos, who, having first come forward as a 
champion of the people and overthrown an oppressive oligarchy, 
was afterwards installed as tyrant by Athenian arms. 

It was doubtless with the object of injuring the Megarian 
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Atimu trade in Pontic corn, and gaming some counterpoise to 
^ power in the region of the Propontis, thab Athens 

2 ;/«'im?\/brmade her first venture in distant seas. It was about forty 
Sig&mn. before Pisistratus became tyrant that Athens seized the 

Lesbian fortress of Sigeuin on the shore of the Troad at the 
entrance to the Hellespont. The friendship of Miletus, mother 
of many Pontic colonies, favoured this enterprise, which, how- 
ever, involved Athens in a conflict with Mytilene whose power 
and settlements extended along the shores of the straits. 
Mytilene, failing to recover the fortress, built another, the 
Achilleon, close by, which cut off the Athenians from the sea. 
It has already been told how the statesman Pittacus was 
engaged in this war and slew an Athenian commander in 
single combat, and how the poet Alcaeus threw away his shield. 
It would seem that while Athens was absorbed in her party 
conflicts at home, Sigeum slipped from her hands, and that the 
recapture of it w'as one of the achievements of Pisistratus. 
(535-27 The tyrant showed the importance he attached to it by 
installing one of his sons as governor. The statesman who 
first sent Athenian soldiers to the shores of the Hellespont had in 
truth opened up a new path for Athenian policy, and Pisistratus 
pursued that path. It was not long before a much greater 
Acciuisi- accxuisition than Sigeum was made in the same region ; but 
^Thwlkui acquisition, though made with the good-will, and even 

Gkersonese under the auspices, of Pisistratus, was made by one who was 
political rival and opponent. Miltiades, son of Cypselus, 
belonged to the noble family of the Philaids, and was one of 
the leaders of the Plain. It was after the usurpation of 
Pisistratus, that as he sat one day in the porch of his country- 
house at laciadae on the road from Athens to Eleusis, he saw 
a company of men in Thracian dress, and arnied with spears, 
passing along the road. He called out to them, invited them 
into his house, and proffered them hospitality. They were 
Dolonci, natives of the Thracian Chersonese, and they had 
come to Greece in search of a helper, who should have the 
strength and skill to defend them against their northern 
neighbours, who were pressing them hard in war. They had 
gone to Delphi, and the oracle had bidden them invite the man 
who first offered them entertainment after they left the shrine. 
Miltiades, thus designated by the god, obeyed the call of the 
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Thracians, not reluctant to leave his country fallen under a 
tyrant's rule. 

The circumstances of the foundation of Athenian power in 
the Chersonese were thus wrought by the story-shaping instinct 
of the Greeks into a picturesque tale. The simple fact seems 
to have been that the Dolonci applied directly to Athens, 
inviting the settlement of an Athenian colony in their midst. 
Pisistratus was well pleased to promote Athenian influence on 
the Hellespontine shores ; and the selection of Miltiades was 
not unwelcome to him, since it removed a dangerous subject 
We may feel no doubt that it was as an oecist duly chosen 
by the Athenian people that Miltiades went fortli, blessed by 
the Delphic oracle, to the land of his Thracian guests. But the 
oecist who went forth, as it was said, to escape tyranny, became 
absolute ruler in his new country. He ruled as a Thracian 
prince over the Dolonci ; he ruled as a tyrant over liis 
Athenian fellow-settlers. He protected the peninsula against 
invasions from the north by a wall which he built across the 
neck from Cardia to Pactye. We hear of his war with 
Lampsacus and his friendship with the king of Lydia. 

It is not too much to say that Pisistratus took the first 
steps on the path which led Athens to empire. That path 
had indeed been pointed out to him by nameless predecessors ; 
but his sword conquered Salamis ; under his auspices Athens 
won a footing on both shores of the Hellespont. We cannot importance 
estimate too highly the statesmanship which sought a field Elements 
for Athenian enterprise in the regions of the Propontis. The on the 
Ionian cities had forestalled Athens in venturing into the vast 
spaces of the eastern sea and winning the products of its 
shores. But though she entered into the contest late, she was 
destined to outstrip both her friend Miletus, and Megara her 
foe. Many years indeed were still to run before her ships 
doiniiiated the Euxine ; but it was much that she now set her 
posts as a watcher on either side of the narrow gate 

Where the sea-ridge of Helle hangs heavier, and east upon west waters 
break. 

Pisistratus strongly asserted the claim of Athens to be the The Delian 
mother and leader of the Ionian branch of the Greek 
The temple of Apollo in Delos, the island of his mythical birth, 
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had long been a religious centre of the lonians on both sides of 
the Aegean. There, as an ancient hymn sang, “ the long-robed 
lonians gather with their children and their wives,” to honour 
Apollo with dance and song and games : “ a stranger who came 
upon the lonians in their throng, seeing the men and the fair- 
girdled women and the swift ships and all their wealth, would 
say that they were beings free for ever from death and eld.” 
Pisistratus “ purified ” the sacred spot by digging up all the 
tombs that were within sight of the sanctuary and removing 
the bones of the dead to another part of the island. 

And Athens took not only the Ionian festival under her 
special care, but also the great Ionian epics. It was probably 
towards the end of his reign that Pisistratus and his son 
Hipparchus took in hand the work of arranging and writing 
down the Homeric poems. Since the poet of Chios had com- 
posed the Iliad, since another Ionian poet had framed the 
Odyssey, new parts had been added by their successors ; such 
as the Catalogue of the Ships and the poem of Dolon. The 
minstrels who recited Homer, at the Delian festival for 
example, adhered to no very strict order of parts in their 
recitations, and discrepancies were inevitable both in the order 
and in the text. At the instance of Pisistratus, some men of 
letters undertook the task of fixing definitely the text of both 
poems, and wrote them down in the old Attic alphabet. Thus 
Athens became one of the birth-cities of Homer; the Iliad 
and Odyssey assumed their final shape there. But what the 
Athenians did for Homer was entirely an achievement in 
literary criticism ; it was in no way a work of original com- 
position. We may say that the Pisistratean revision of Homer 
was the beginning of literary criticism in Europe. Some 
liberties indeed w’ere taken with the text; a line or two were 
added, a line or two may have been omitted, for the sake of 
the political interest or the vanity of Athens. We have met 
an instance in regard to Salamis. The Homeric enterprise of 
Pisistratus was thoroughly successful ; Athens grew- to be the 
centre of the Greek book trade, and the Athenian text was 
circulated through the whole Greek w^oiid. But before this 
circulation began, it had been copied out in a new shape. 
About half a century later,; Athenian poets began to give up 
the old Attic alphabet and use the more convenient Ionic 


V GROWTH OF ATHENS IN THE SIXTH CENTURY 211 


alphabet instead. Homer was then copied out of the Attic 
letters into the Ionic, and our texts are still disfigured hj some 
errors which arose in the process. 

The immediate purpose of the revision of Pisistratus was to 
regulate the Homeric recitations which he had made a feature 
of the great Panathenaic festival. This feast had been re- The Pem- 
modellecl, if not founded, shortly before he seized the tyranny, 
and, on the pattern of the national gatherings at Olympia and Temples of 

ythc'iici/ ( 1 ) 

Delphi, was held every fourth year. It was celebrated with 
athletic and musical contests, but the centre and motive of the hf ihe later 

. Areeh- 

feast was the great procession which went up to the house oi th€um = 
Athena on her hill, to offer her a robe woven by the 
Athenian maidens. The 'Aicli fane.'.' of Athena, wherein she 
accorded Erechtheiis a place, had the distinction of passing into 
the Homeric poems. It was situated near' the northern cliff; (2) 
and to the south of it a new house had been reared for the 
goddess of the city to inhabit, close to the ruins of the palace 
of the ancient kings. It had been built before the days of 
Pisistratus, but it was probably he who encompassed it with a 
Doric colonnade. Prom its length this temple was known jL/'imcjUs 
the House of the Hundred Feet, and many of the lowest stones 

l)i-uhanhf 

of the walls, still lying in their places, show us its site and 'i)i viA- 
shape. The triangular gables displayed what Attic sculptors 
of the day could achieve. Hitherto the favourite material of 
these sculptors had been the soft marly limestone of the 
Piraeus, and by a curious stroke of luck some striking 
specimens of such work—Zeus encountering the three-headed 
Typhon, Heracles destroying the Hydra — have been partly 
preserved, the early efforts of an art which .a hundred and 
fifty years would bring to perfection. But now — in the 
second half of the sixth century- — ^Greek sculptors have begun 
to work in a nobler and harder material ; and oir one of the 
pedirneiits of the renovated temple of Athena Polias the battle 
of the Gods and Giants was wrought in Parian marble. Athena ^ [>/ 
herself in the centre of the composition, slaying Eiiceladiis 
with her spear, may still be seen and admired. 

But tlie tyrant planned a greater work than the new uipcoi- 
sanctuary on the hill. Down below, south-eastward from the 
citadel, on the banks of the Ilisns, he began the building of a siwtmti 
great Doric temple for the Olympian Zeus. . He began but 
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never finished it, nor Hs sons after him. So immense was the 
scale of his plan that Athens, even when she reached the height 
of her dominion and fulfilled many of the aspirations of 
Pisistratiis, never ventured to undertake the burden of com- 
pleting it. A full completion w^as indeed to come, though in 
a shape far different from the old Athenian’s plan ; but not 
until Athens and Greece had been gathered under the wings 
of a power which had all Europe at its feet. The rielily 
ornamented capitals of the few lofty pillars which still stand 
belong to the work of the Eoman emperor, but we must 
remember that the generations of Athenians, with whom this 
history has to do, saw only plain Doric columns there, the 
monument of the wealth and ambition of the tyrant wdio had 
done more for their city than they cared to think. 

Pisistratus was indeed scrupulous and zealous in all matters 
concerned with religion, and his sons more than himself. But 
no act of his wns more fruitful in results than what he did for 
the worship of Dionysus. He built for the bacchic god a new 
house at the foot of the Acropolis, and its ruins have not yet 
wholly disappeared. In connexion with this temple Pisistratus 
instituted a new festival, called the Great Dionysia of the 
City, and it completely overshadowed the older feast of the 
Winepress (Lenaea), which still continued to be held in 
the first days of spring at the old sanctuary of the Marshes. 
The chief feature of Dionysiac feasts was the choir of satyrs, 
the god's attendants, who danced around the altar clothed in 
goat-skins, and sang their “ goat song.” But it became usual 
for the leader of the dancers, wdio was also the composer of the 
song, to separate himself from his fellows and hold speech 
with them, assuming the character of some person connected 
with the events which the song celebrated, and wearing an 
appropriate dress. Such performances, which at the rural 
feasts had been arranged by private enterprise, were made an 
official part of the Great Dionysia, and thus taken under state 
protection, in the form of a tragic ” contest, two or more 
choruses competing for a prize. It was the wuirk of a genera- 
tion to develop these simple representations into a true drama, 
by differentiating the satyric element. Legends not connected 
with Dionysus were chosen for representation, and the dancers 
appeared, not in the bacchic goat-dress, but in the costume 
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suitable for their part in the story. This performance was 
divided into three acts ; the dancers changed their costumes [Trilogy,) 
for each act ; and only at the end did they come forward in 
their true goat-guise and perform a piece which preserved the 
original satyric character of tragedy.’’ Then their pre- [SatyrU 
ponderant importance was by degrees diminished, and a second 
actor was introduced; and by a development of this kind, 
hidden from us in its details, the goat song of the days of 
Pisistratiis grew into the tragedy of Aeschylus. 

The popularity of the worship of Dionysus at Athens in Bion/ysiac 
the days of Pisistratiis might be observed in the workshops ^ 
of the potters. No subject was more favoured than Dionysiac 
scenes by the artists — Exekias and his fellows — who painted 
the black-figured jars of this period. There is another thing Heracles on 
which the student of history may learn among the graceful 
vessels of the potters of Athens. On the jars of the Pisistratean (mHome 
age the deeds of Heracles are a favourite theme, while Theseus fio 
is little regarded. But before the golden age of vase-painting 
sets ill, about the time of the fall of the Pisistratids, Theseus has Theseus on 
begun to seize the popular imagination as the great Attic 
hero, and this is reflected in paintings on the cups of Euphronius 
and the other brilliant masters of the red-figured style. If we 
remember that Theseus was specially associated with the hill 
country of north xittica, wdiich ^vas the stronghold of the 
Pisistratean party, we may be tempted to infer that the 
glorification of Theseus was partly due to the policy of 
Pisistratiis. 

But besides caring for the due honours of the gods, the 
tyrant busied himself with such humbler matters as the improve- 
ment of the water-supply of Athens. West and south-west of 
the Acropolis, in the rocky valley between the Areopagus and 
the Piiyx, his water-works have recently come to light. A AqaHuGis. 
cistern there received the waters which an aqueduct conveyed 
from the upper stream of the Ilisus. It is indeed on this side 
of Athens, south and ivest of the oldest Athens of all, that the 
chief stone memorials of the age of Pisistratiis stood, apart 
from what he may have built on the Acropolis itself. But he 
not only built; he also demolished. He pulled down the old 
city-ivall, and for more than half a century Athens was an 
im walled town. 
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Sect. 3. Gkowth of Spakta, and the Peloponnesian 

League 

While a tyrant was monkling the destinies of Athens, the 
growth of the Spartan power had changed the political aspect 
of the Peloponnesus. About the middle of the sixth century 
Sparta won successes against her northern neighbours Tegea 
and Argos ; and in consequence of these successes she became 
the predominant power in the peninsula. 

Tegmu Eastern Arcadia is marked by a large plain, high above the 
seX'so (?). sea-level ; the villages in the north of this plain had coalesced 
into the town of Mantinea, those in the south had been united 
in Tegea. Sparta had gradually pressed up to the borders of 
Ugmui of the Tegean territory, and a long war was the result. This war 
associated with an interesting legend based on the tradition 
Tegm mid that the Lacoiiian hero Orestes was buried in Tegea. When 
^he Spartans asked the Delphic oracle whether they might 
hope to achieve the conquest of Arcadia, they received a 
promise that the god would give them Tegea. Then, on account 
of this answer, they went forth against Tegea with fetters, but 
•were defeated ; and bound in the fetters which they had 
brought to bind the Tegeates wmre compelled to till the Tegean 
plain. Herodotus professed that in his day the very fetters 
hung in the temple of Athena Alea, the protectress of Tegea. 
War w’ent on, and the Spartans, invariably defeated, at last 
consulted the oracle again. The god bade them bring back 
the bones of Orestes, but they could find no trace of the hero's 
burying -place, and they asked the god once more. This time 
they received an oracle couched in obscure enigmatic words : 

Among Arcadian bills a level space 

Holds Tegea, where blow two blasts perforce 
And woe is laid on woe and face to face 
Striker and counter-striker ; there the corse 
Thou seekest lies, even Agamemnon’s son ; 

Convey Mm home and victory is won. 

This did not help them much. But it befell that, during a 
truce with the Tegeates, a certain Lichas, a Spartan man, wms 
in Tegea and entering a smitlTs shop saw the process of beating 
out iron. The smith in conversation told him that wishing to 
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dig a well in Ms courtyard lie had found a coffin seven cubits 
long and within it a corpse of the same length, which he 
replaced. Lichas guessed at once that he had won the solution 
of the oracular enigma, and returning to Sparta coniinuiiicated 
his discovery. The courtyard was hired from the reluctant 
smith, the coffin was found, and the hones brought home to 
Laconia. Then Tegea was conquered, and here we return from 
fable to fact. The territory of the Arcadian city wus not 
treated like Messenia ; it was not incorporated in the territory 
of Lacedaemon. It became a dependent state, contributing 
a military contingent to the army of its conqueror; and it 
bound itself to harbour no Messenians within its borders. 

At this period the counsels of Sparta seem to have been 
guided by Chilon, whose name became proverbial for wisdom. 

It was much about the same time, perhaps shortly after the 
victory over Tegea, that Sparta at length succeeded in round- 
ing off the frontier of Laconia on the north-eastern side by 
wresting the disputed territory of Thyreatis from Argos. The c. 550 s.a 
armies of the two states met in the marchland, but the Spartan 
kings and the Argive chiefs agreed to decide the dispute by a 
combat between three hundred chosen champions on either 
side. The story is that all the six hundred were slain except 
three, one Spartan and two Argives; and that while the Argives 
hurried home to announce their victory, the Spartan — Othryades 
was his name — remained on the field and erected a trophy. In 
any case, the trial was futile, for both parties claimed the victory 
and a battle was fought in which the Argives were utterly de- 
feated. Thyreatis was the last territorial acquisition of Sparta, 

She changed her policy, and instead of aiming at gaining new 
territory, she endeavoured to make the whole Peloponnesus a 
sphere of Lacedaemonian influence. This change of policy was 
exhibited in her dealing with Tegea. 

The defeat of Argos placed Sparta at the head of the penin- t/w Peh- 
sula. All the Peloponnesian states, except Argos and Achaea, 
were enrolled in a loose confederacy, engaging themselves toaq/and 
supply military contingents in the common interest, Lace- 
daemon being the leader. The meetings of the confederacy 
%vere held at Sparta, and each member sent representatives. 

Corinth readily joined; for Corinth was naturally ranged 
against Argos, while her commercial rival, the island state of 
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Aegina, was a friend of Argos. Periander liad already in- 
flicted a blow upon the Argives by seizing Epidaurus and thus 
cutting off their nearest communications with Aegina. The 
other Isthmian state, Megara, in which the rule of the nobles 
had been restored, was also enrolled. Everywhere Sparta 
exerted her influence to maintain oligarchy, everywhere she 
discountenanced democracy; so that her supremacy had im- 
portant consequences for the constitutional development of the 
Peloponnesian states. 

In northern Greece the power of the Thessalians was de- 
clining ; and thus Sparta became the strongest state in Greece 
in the second half of the sixth century. She was on the most 
friendly terms with Athens throughout the reign of Pisistratus ; 
but the tyrant was careful to maintain good relations with 
Argos also. With Argos herself indeed Athens had no cause 
for collision; but the rivalry which existed between Athens 
and Aegina naturally ranged Athens and Argos in opposite 
camps. It was, perhaps, not long before the accession of 
Pisistratus that the Athenians had landed forces in Aegina 
and had been repulsed with Argive help. The policy of 
Pisistratus avoided a conflict with his island neighbour and 
courted the friendship of Argos ; but the deeper antagonism 
is shown by the embargo which Argos and Aegina placed upon 
the importation of Attic pottery. ' The excavations of the 
temple of the ilrgive Hera have illustrated this hostile measure; 
hardly any fragments of Attic pottery, dating from the period 
of Pisistratus or fifty years after his death, have been found in 
the precinct. 

Sect. 4. Fall of the PisistratiDkS and Inteevention 
OF Spaeta 

When Pisistratus died, his eldest son Hippias took his 
place. Hipparchus helped him in the government, while 
Tliessalus took little or no share in politics. The general 
policy of Pisistratus, both in home and foreign affairs, was 
continued. But the court of Athens seems to have acquired 
a more distinctive literary flavour. Hippias, who was a 
learned student of oi‘acles, and Hipparchus wmre abreast of 
the most modern culture. The eminent poets of the day 
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came to their court. Simonides of Geos, famous for his choral 
odes ; Anacreon of Teos, boon companion, singer of wine and 
love; Lasiis of Hermione, who made Ms mark by novelties in 
the treatment of the dithyramb, and amused his leisure hours 
by composing '' liissless hymns,” in which the sound s did not 
occur — all these were invited or welcomed by Hipparchus, 

One of the most prominent figures in this society was Ononia- 
critiis, a religious teacher,^ who took part in preparing the new 
edition of Homer. 

The first serious blow aimed at the power of the tyrants Conspwmy: 
was due to a personal grudge, not to any widespread dis- 
satisfaction ; but nevertheless it produced a series of effects Aristo- 
which resulted in the fall of the tyranny. It wmuld seem— 
but conflicting accounts of the affair were in circulation — 
that Hipparchus gave offence to a comely young man named 
Harniodiiis and his lover Aristogiton. It is said that Hippar- 
chus was in love with Harmodiiis, and wdien his wooing was 
rejected, avenged himself by putting a slight on the youth’s 
sister, refusing to allow her to '' bear a basket ” in the Pan- 
athenaic procession. Ilarmodius and Aristogiton then formed (oil b.c.) 
the plan of slaying the tyrants, and chose the day of that pro- 
cession, because they could then, without raising suspicion, 
appear publicly with arms. Very few w^ere initiated in the 
plot, as it wuas expected that when the first blow was struck, 
the citizens wuiulcl declare themselves for freedom. But, as 
the lioiir approached, it was observed that one of the con- 
spirators was engaged in speech with Hippias in the outer 
Ceramicus. His fellows leapt hastily to the conclusion that 
their plot was betrayed, and, giving up the idea of attacking 
Hippias, rushed to the rnarket-j)lace and slew Hipparchus neiiT of 
the Leokorion. Harmodiiis was cut down by the inercenaiies, 
and Aristogiton, escaping for the moment, was afterwards 
captured, tortured, and put to death. 

At the time no sympathy wms manifested, little perhaps /•///?(' 
felt, for the consj)irators. But their act led to a complete 
change in the government of Hippias. Not knowing what 
ramifications tlie plot might have, or what dangers might still 
lurk al)out his feet, he became a hard and suspicious despot. 

He fortified Munychia, to have a post on the shore, from 
^ See below, p. 339. 
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which he might at any hour flee over-seas, and he began to 
turn his eyes towards Persia, where a new power had begun to 
cast its shadow over the Plellenic world. Then many Athenians 
came to hate him, and longed to shake off the reins of tyranny; 
and they began to cherish the memory of Harmodius and 
Aristogiton as tyrant-slayers. 

The overthrow of the tyranny was chiefly brought about 
by the Alcmaeonids, who desired to return to Athens, and 
could not win their desire so long as the Pisistratids were in 
power. They had taken care to cultivate an intimacy with 
the priesthood of Delphi, which they now turned to account. 
The old sanctuary of A^doIIo had been burned down by a mis- 
chance, and it was resolved to build a new temple at an enor- 
mous cost.^ A Panhellenic subscription was organised, and by 
this means about a quarter of the needed money was raised ; 
the rest was defrayed from the resources of Delphi. The 
Alcmaeonids undertook the contract for the work, and the 
storv went that a frontao:e of Parian marble was added at 
their own expense, poros-stone having been specified in the 
agreement. The temple was not unworthy of the greatest 
shrine of Hellas. An Athenian poet has sung of the “ glancing 
light of the two fair faces '' of the pillared house of Loxias, 
and has vividly described sculptured metopes with heroes de- 
stroying monsters, and a pediment with the gods quelling the 
giants.'^ It must have been about the time when the new 
temple was approaching its completion, or soon after, that to 
the holy buildings of Delphi was added one of the richest of 
all. The islanders of Siphnos spent some of the wealth which 
they dug out of their gold-mines, in making themselves a 
treasury at the mid-centre of the earth, and its remains, 
recently recovered, show us the richness of its decoration. 
Perhaps this building marks the height of Siphnian prosperity. 
Before a hundred years had passed, their supply of precious 
metal was withdrawn ; their miners had got below the sea- 
level, and the water filtering in cut them off from the sources 
of their wealth. 

^ 300 talents, perhaps £100,000, which, in those days when money was scarce 
and the fortunes of the richest were small, would correspond to six or seven times 
as much nowadays. 

- Euripides, in the 185 sgg'. 
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Large sums of mouey passed through the hands of the 
Alcmaeoiiids during the building of the temple, and their 
enemies said that this enabled them to hire mercenaries for 
their design on Attica. Their first attempt was a failure. 

They and other exiles seized Leipsydrion, a strong position on 
a spur of Mount Parnes looking down on Paeanidae and 
Achariiae ; but they were too few to take the field by them- 
selves, and the people had no desire to drive out the tyrant 
for the sake of setting up an oligarchy of nobles. They were 
soon forced to abandon their fortress and leave Attica. Con- 
vinced that they could accomplish their schemes only by 
foreign help, they used their influence with the Delphic oracle 
to put pressure on Sparta. Accordingly, wdienever the Spartans 
sent to consult the god in any matter, the response always was : 

'' First free Athens.” 

It has already been said that the Pisistratids cultivated the 
friendship of Sparta, and after his brother’s murder Tlippias 
was more anxious than ever not to break with her. But the 
diplomacy of the Alcmaeoiiids, of whose clan Cleisthenes, son 
of Megacles, was at this time head, supported as it was by the 
influence of Delphi, finally prevailed, and the Spartans con- 
sented to force freedom upon Athens. Perhaps they thought 
the dealings of Hippias with Persia suspicious; he had married 
his daughter Archedice to a son of the tyrant of Lampsacus, 
who was known to have influence at the Persian court. 

A first expedition of the Spartans under Anchimolius was Thu. 
utterly routed with the help of a body of Thessalian cavalry ; 
but a second led by king Oleomenes defeated the Thessalians, 
and Hippias was blockaded in the Acropolis. Wlien his children, 
whom lie was sending secretly into safety abroad, fell hYoo 
the hands of his enemies, he capitulated, and, on condition 'la.rehm- 
that tliov were given back, undertook to leave Attica within 
five days. He and all his house departed to Sigeum ; and a 
pillar was set up on the Acropolis, recording the sentence 
whicli condemned the Pisistratids to perpetual disfranchise- 
ment {atim.ia). 

Tims the tyrants had fallen, and with the aid of Sparta 
Athens was free. It was not surprising that 'when she came to 
value her liberty she loved to turn away from the circumstances 
in which it '^vas actually won and linger over the romantic 
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attempt of Harmodius and Aristogiton, which might be con- 
sidered at least the prelude to the fall of Hippias. A drinking- 
song, breathing the spirit of liberty, celebrated the two friends 
who slew the tyrant; Harmodius and Aristogiton became 
household words. A skilful sculptor Antenor wrought a com- 
memorative group of the two tyrant-slayers, and it was set up, 
not very many years later, above the market-place. 

Athens in The Athenian republic had to pay, indeed, something for 

the Pelo-, deliverance. It was obliged to enter into the Pelopoii- 

ponnesum ^ ^ 

league. nesiaii league, of which Sparta "was the head ; and thus Sparta 
acquired a certain right of interference in the affairs of Athens. 
This new obligation was destined to lead soon to another 


Sect. 5. King Cleomenes and the Second Spartan 
Intervention 

TheMrthof It is iiecessary here to digress for a moment to tell of the 
manner of the birth of king Cleomenes, who liberated 
he becmne Athens. His father king Anaxandridas was wedded to his 
niece, but she had no children. The Ephors, heedful that the 
royal family of the Agids should not die out, urged him to 
put her away, and * when he gainsaid, they insisted that he 
should take a second wife into his house. This he did, and 
Cleomenes was horn. But soon afterwards his first wife, 
hitherto childless, bore a son, who was named Dorieus. When 
the old king died, it was ruled that Cleomenes as the eldest 
Dorieus. sliould siicceed, and Dorieus, who had looked forward to the 
kingship, was forced to leave Sparta. He went forth to seek 
liis fortune in lands beyond the sea; having attempted to 
plant a settlement in Libya, he led an ex]3edition of adventure 
to the west; he took part in a war of Croton Avith Sybaris, 
{c. 510 and then fared to Sicily, with the design of founding a new 
city in the south-west country, yet he did not bring his pur- 
pose to pass, for he fell in a battle against the Carthaginians 
' and their Elymian allies. It must also he told that after the 
birth of Dorieus his mother brought Anaxandridas two other 
sons, Leonidas and Cleornbrotiis, both of whom we shall meet 
hereafter.' 

After the expulsion of the tyrant, the Athenians had to 
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deal with, the political problems, whose solution, fifty 
before, had been postponed by the tyranny. The main prob- 
leni was to modify the constitution of Solon in such a way 
as to render it practicable. The old evils which had hindered 
the realisation of Solon's democracy reared their heads again 
as soon as Hippias had been driven out and the Spartans had 
departed. The strife of factions, led by noble and influential 
families, broke out; and the Coast and Plain seem to have 
risen again in the parties of the Alcmaeonid Cleisthenes ^ and 
his rival Isagoras. As Cleisthenes had been the most active imgoras 
promoter of the revolution, Isagoras was naturally supported 
by the secret adherents of the tyrant's house. The struggle 
at first turned in favour of Isagoras, who was elected to the 
chief magistracy ; but it was only for a moment. Cleisthenes 
won the upper hand by enlisting on his side superior numbers. 

He rallied to his cause a host of poor men who were outside 
the pale of citizenship, by promising to make them citizens. 

Thus the victory of Cleisthenes — and the victory of Cleisthenes 
was the victory of reform — was won by the threat of physical 
force ; and in the year of his rival's archonship he introduced 
new^ democratic measures of law. Isagoras was so far out- 
numbered that he had no resource but appeal to Sparta. At 
his instance the Lacedaemonians, who looked with disfavour 
on democracy, demanded that the Alcmaeonids, as a clan under 
a curse, should be expelled from Attica: and Cleisthenes, 
W'ithout attempting resistance, left the country. But this was 

^ Tree showing the relationships of eminent Alcmaeonids in the si.^th and 
fiftli centuries : 

Alonieou. 

,Megacles=:Agarista of Sicyon. 

CieistUenes the lawgiver, liipi^ocrates. 


Megactles of Alopeke 
"(ostracised). 

Megacles. ,Diiiomache=Ciemias 


Alcibiades. Cleinias. 


Agariste = Xanthippi'is. 
Pericles. 


Sec above, 189. 
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not enough. King Cleomenes entered Attica for the second 
time; he expelled 700 families pointed out by Isagoras, and 
attemx3ted to dissolve the new constitution and to set up an 
oligarchy. But the whole people rose in arms; Cleomenes, 
who had only a small band of soldiers with him, was blockaded 
with Isagoras in the Acropolis, and was forced to capitulate on 
the third day in spite of his Spartan spirit.” ^ Cleisthenes 
could now return with all the other exiles and complete his 
work. The event was a check for Lacedaemon. It was the 
first, but it wms not the last, time that Athenian oligarchs 
sought Spartan intervention and Spartan men-at-arms held 
the hill of Athena. 

Sect. 6. Eefoum of Cleisthenes 

Solon created the institutions, and constructed the machinery, 
of the Athenian democracy. We have seen why this inachinery 
V70iild not work. The fatal obstacle to its success was the 
political strengtli of the clans ; and Solon, by retaining the old 
Ionic tribes, had therewith retained the clan organisation as a 
base of his constitution. In order therefore to make demo- 
cracy a reality, it was indispensable to deprive the clans 
of political significance and substitute a new organisation. 
Another grave evil during the past century had been the 
growth of local parties ; Attica had been split up into political 
sections. The memorable achievement of Cleisthenes was the 
invention of a totally new organisation, a truly brilliant and, 
as the event proved, practical scheme, which did away with 
the Ionic tribes, abolished the political influence of the phra- 
tries and clans, and superseded the system of the IsTaiicraries ; 
thus removing the danger of the undue preponderance of social 
influence or local parties, and securing to the whole body of 
citizens a decisive and permanent part in the conduct of public 
affairs. 

Taking the map of Attica as he found it, consisting of be- 
tween one and two hundred denies or small districts, Clei- 
sthenes distinguished three regions : the region of the city, the 
region of the coast, and the inland. In each of these regions 
he divided the denies into ten groups called that 

^ 6/4WS Aristopb. 276. 
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there were thirty such trittyes in all, and each trittys was 
named after the chief deme which w'as included in it. Out of 
the thirty trittyes he then formed ten groups of three, in such Ten tribes. 
a way that no group contained two trittyes from the same 
region. Each of these groups constituted a tribe, and the 
citizens of all the denies contained in its three trittyes were 
fellow-tribesmen. Thus Kydathenaeon, a trittys of the city .DisirUm- 
region, was combined with Paeania, a trittys of the inland, and 
Myrrhinus, a trittys of the coast, to form the tribe of Pan- the 

dioiiis. Tlie ten new tribes thus obtained were called after 
epoiiyinous heroes chosen by the Deliihic priestess.^ The 
heroes had their priests and sanctuaries, and their statues 
stood in front of the senate-house in the Agora. 

Both the tribes and the denies were corporations wuth 
officers, assemblies, and corporate property. The demarch or Denmrchs. 
president of the deme kept the burgess-list of the place, in 
which was solemnly entered the name of each citizen when he ypagga- 
reached the age of seventeen. The organisation of the army ' , 
depended on the tribes, each of wdiich contributed a regiment 
of hoplites and a squadron of horse. The trittys had no inde- 
pendent constitution of this kind, no corporate existence, and 
consequently it appears little in official documents. But xt iwortmice^ 
was the scarce visible pivot on which the Cleistlienic system 
revolved, the link between the denies and the tribes. By its 
means a number of groups of people in various parts of Attica, 
without community of local interest, were brought together at 
Athens, and had to act in common. The old parties of Plain, the 
Hill, and Coast were thus done away with ; there was no longer 
a means of local political action. Thus an organisation createil cn.itmst 
for a purely political purpose was substituted for an organisa- 
tioii wdiich was originally social and had been adapted to 
political needs. The ten new tribes, based on artificial 
geography, took the place of the four old tribes, based on birth. 

The incorporate trittys, which had no independent existence, 
but merely represented the relation betW'^een the tribe and the 
derne, took the place of the independent and active jihratry. 

And the deme, a local unit, re|)laced the social unit of the 
clau. This scheme of Cleisthenes, with the artificial trittys 

^ Names of tli(3 ten tribes ; Ereclitheis, Aegeis, Pandionis, Leontis, Acamantis, 

Oeneis, Cecropis, Hippotlioiitis, Aeaiitis, AntiocMs. 
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and the artificially formed tribe, might seem almost too artificial 
to last. The secret of its permanence lay in the fact that the 
denies, the units on which it was built up, were natural divi- 
sions, which he did not attempt to reduce to a round number. 

It must have taken some time to bring this reform into 
full working order. The first list of demesmen on the new 
system decided the deme of all their descendants. A man 
might change his home and reside in another deme, but he still- 
remained a member of the deme to which he orgiiially belonged. 
Henceforward in official documents men were distinguished by 
their denies instead of, as heretofore, by their fathers' names.^ 
All Attica ivas included in this system except Eleutherae and 
Oropus on the frontier, which were treated as subject districts 
and belonged to no tribe. 

The political purpose and significance of this reorganisation, 
which entitles its author to be called the second founder of the 
democracy, lay in its connexion with a reformed Council. As 
the existing Council of Four Hundred had been based on the 
four Ionic tribes, Cleisthenes devised a Council of Five Hundred 
based on his ten new tribes. Each tribe contributed fifty 
members, of which each deme returned a fixed number, accord- 
ing to its size. They vrere probably appointed by lot from a 
number of candidates chosen by each deme ; but the preliminary 
election was afterwards abolished, and forty years later they 
were appointed entirely by lot. All those on wdioni the lot 
fell ^vere proved, as to the integrity of their private and public 
life, by the outgoing Council, which had the right of rejecting 
the unfit. They took an oath when they entered upon office 
that they would advise what is best for the city " ; and they 
were responsible for their acts, wdieii they laid it dowm. 

This Council, in which every part of Attica was represented, 
was the supreme administrative authority in the state. '' In 
conjunction with the various magistrates it managed most of 
the public affairs.” An effective control wms exerted on the 
archons and other magistrates, who wmre obliged to present 
reports to the Council and receive the Coimcirs orders. All 
the finances of the state were practically in its hands, and ten 
iiexv finance officers called apocleMai (one from each tribe) acted 

^ At a later period it became customary to give tlie father’s name as well as 
the deme. 
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under its direction. It seems, moreover, from the very first to 
have been invested with judicial powers in matters concerning 
the public finance, and with the right of fining officials. 
Further, the Council acted as a ministry of public works, and 
even as a ministry of war. It may also be regarded as the 
ministry of foreign affairs, for it conducted negotiations with 
foreign states, and received their envoys. It had no powers of 
declaring war or concluding a treaty ; these powers resided 
solely in the sovereign Assembly. But the Council was not(2)i>t^ 
only an administrative body, it was a deliberative assembly, and 
had the initiation in all lawmaking. No proposal could come' 
before the Ecclesia unless it had already been proposed and 
considered in the Council. Every law passed in the Ecclesia 
was first sent down from the Council in the form of a pro- 
bukimia, and, on receiving a majority of votes in the Ecclesia, 
became a psephisma. Again, the Council had some general as ( 3 ) _ 
well as some special judicial functions. It formed a (^omt 
before which impeachments could be brought, as well as before 
the Assembly, and in these cases it could either pass sentence ^ 
itself or hand them over to another court. 

It is obvious that the administrative duties could not con- 
veniently be conducted by a body of five hundred constantly 
sitting. Accordingly the year of 360 days was divided into 
ten parts, and the councillors of each tribe took it in turn to The 
act as a committee for carrying on public business during a 
tenth of the year.^ In this cajjacity, as members of the acting oicU year. 
committee of fifty, the councillors were called Prytaneis or 
presidents, the tribe to which they belonged was said to be the 
presiding, and the divisions of this artificial year were called 
prytanies. It was incumbent on the chairman, along with one SpidaUs. 
trittys, of the committee, to live permanently during his prytanj 
ill the Tholos, a round building, where the presidents met and 
dined at the public expense. The Tholos or Skias was on the 
south side of the Agora, close to the Council-hall. The old 
prytaneion still remained in use as the office of the archon and 
the hearth of the city. 

^ At tile same time some changes must have been made ill tlie organisation of 
tlie Ecclesia, but we do not know what they were. As we iind it working in 
later times, the Assembly met four times regularly in eaeh prytany, and, when 
necessary, extraordinary meetings were held. 
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Cleisthenes invented an ingenious arrangement for bringing 
his official year into general harmony with the civil year, so 
that the beginning of the one should not diverge too far from 
the beginning of the other. The ‘civil year was supposed to 
begin as nearly as possible to the first new moon after the 
summer solstice ; and the difierence between the lunar twelve- 
month and the solar revolution was provided for by a cycle of 
eight years, in the first, third, and sixth of which additional 
months were intercalated. The ordinary year consisted of 354, 
the intercalated of 384 days. Cleisthenes, taking 360 as the 
number of days in his official year, was also obliged to inter- 
calate, but not so often. He adopted a cycle of five years, and 
once in each cycle an intercalary month of 30 days was intro- 
duced. But this month was not always inserted in the same 
year of the cycle. It was here that Cleisthenes brought his 
quinquennial into line with the octennial system. The extra- 
ordinary ofiicial month was intercalated in the first year of the 
official cycle that coincided with an intercalary year of the 
civil cycle. The new institution of Cleisthenes began to work 
in 503-2 B.c, — the first year of an octennial cycle. The first 
Cleisthenic year began on the 1st of Hecatombaeon, the first 
month of the civil calendar ; it would not begin on that day 
again till forty years hence.^ 

In opening the citizenship to a large number of people who 
had hitherto been excluded, Cleisthenes was only progressing 
along the path of Solon. He seems to have retained the 
Solonian restrictions on eligibility for the higher offices of 
state. It is just possible that he may have set the knights, in 
this respect, on a level with the Pentacosiomedimni ; but the 
two lower classes were still excluded from the archonship ; the 
third class remained ineligible for another half-century." But 
this conservatism of Cleisthenes might easily be misjudged. 
We must remember that since the days of Solon time itself 
had been doing the work of a democratic reformer. The 
money value of five hundred medimni was a much lower 
rating at the end than it had been at the beginning of the 

^ It is convenient to observe that tbe first year of a Cleistbenlc quinquennium 
begins always in a year B.c. ending in 3 or 8 (503, 498, 493 b.c., etc.). 

In tlie appointment of arcbons tbe Solonian nietbod bad been discontinued 
(above, p. 200), and Cleistbenes does not seem to bave reintroduced it. 
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sixth century. Trade had increased and people had grown 
richer. 

The new tribes of Cleisthenes led to a change in the military Miutcm/ 
organisation. Each of the ten tribes was required to supply 
regiment of hoplites and a squadron of hSrsemen ; and the 
hoplites were commanded by ten generals ^ whom the people Ten 
elected from each tribe. The office of general was destined 
hereafter to become the most important in the state ; but at 
first he was merely the commander of the tribal regiment. 

The Athenian Council instituted by Cleisthenes show's that The 
Greek statesmen understood the principle of representative 
government. That Council is an excellent example of repre- r(^resenfa* 
sentatioii with a careful distribution of seats according to the 
size of the electorates ; and it was practically the governing 
body of the state. But though Greek statesmen understood 
the principle, they always hesitated to entrust to a representa- 
tive assembly sovereign powers of legislation. The reason 
mainly lay in the fact that, owing to the small size of the 
city-state, an Assembly which every citizen who chose could 
attend was a practicable institution ; and the fundamental 
principle, that supreme legislative power is exercised by the 
people itself, could be literally applied. But while we remem- 
ber that the Council could not legislate, although its co-02>eration 
was indispensable to the making of laws, we may say that its 
function wull be misunderstood if it be either conceived as a 
sort of Second Chamber or compared to a body like the Eoman 
Senate. It was a popular representative assembly, and from it 
were taken (though on a totally different principle) committees 
which performed in part the administrative functions of our 
Government.” It had a decisive influence on legislation ; 
and here the influence of the Council on the Ecclesia must be 
rather compared to the influence of the Government on our 
House of Commons. But the ratification given by the Assembly 
to the proposals sent down by the Council was often as purely 
formal as the ratification by the Crown of bills passed in 
Parliament. 

^ Tlie office of strategos, as commander of a rd|ts, was much older ; but the 
institution of the ten strategoi (501 B.C.) was a consequence of the reforms of 
Cleisthenes. 
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Sect. 7. First Victories of the Democracy 

The Athenian republic had now become a democracy in the 
fullest sense, and the new government was hardly established 
before it was calWd upon to prove its capacity. King Cleo- 
menes, who was the greatest man in Greece at the time, could 
not rest without attempting to avenge the humiliation which he 
had recently endured at the hands of the Athenian people ; 
and perhaps he found it easy to persuade the Spartans that 
the Athenians, with a free constitution, were a danger to 
Greece. The man who had pulled down one tyrant now 
proposed to set up another. Isagoras, wdio had hitherto aimed 
at establishing an oligarchy, now, it would seem, came forward 
as an aspirant to the tyrannis. Cleomenes arranged with the 
Boeotians and the Chalcidians a joint attack upon Attica. 
While the Lacedaemonians and their allies invaded from the 
south, the Boeotians were to come down from Mount Cithaeron, 
and the men of Ohalcis were to cross the Euripus ; the land 
was to be assailed on three sides at the same moment. 

The Peloponnesian host under the two kings, Cleomenes 
and Demaratus, passed the isthmus and occupied Eleusis ; and 
the Athenians marched to the Eleusinian plain. But the peril 
on this side passed away without a blow. The Corinthians, on 
second thoughts, disapproved of the expedition, as unjust, and 
returned to Corinth, At this time Aegina was the most 
formidable commercial rival of Corinth, and it therefore suited 
Corinthian interests to encourage the rising power of Aegina’s 
enemy. This action of the Corinthians disconcerted the whole 
army, and the situation was aggravated by the discord between 
the Spartan leaders, Cleomenes and Demaratus. In the end 
the army broke up, and there was nothing left for Cleomenes 
but to return home. His attempt to thrust a tyranny had 
been as unsuccessful as his previous attempt to thrust an 
oligarchy upon Athens, For the second time the Athenian 
democracy had been saved from Spartan coercion. A hundred 
years hence, indeed, that coercion was to befall her; Cleomenes 
is the forerunner of Lysander, who will amply avenge him. 

The Theban leaders of Boeotia had readily concurred in the 
Spartan plan, for they had a recent cause of offence against 
Athens. The town of Plataea, on the Boeotian slope of Mount 
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Citliaeroii, was determined to retain her independence and hold 
aloof from the Boeotian league, which was under the supremacy 
of Thebes. The Plataeans applied in the first instance to 
Sparta ; but as Sparta was unwilling to interfere, they sought 510-9 
and obtained the help of Athens. This was the beginning of 
a long friendship between Athens and Plataea, based on mutual 
interest. Plataea depended on the support of Athens to 
maintain her independence in Boeotia; while it suited Athens 
to have a small friendly power on the other side of Cithaeron — 
a sort of watch-tower against Thebes. The Athenians went 
to the protection of Plataea, but the threatened conflict was 
averted by the intervention of Corinth. The Corinthian iif,sia.e 
arbitration ruled that Boeotian cities which did not wish to 
join the league must not be coerced. But, as they were 
departing, the Athenians were treacherously attacked by the 
Thebans, and, winning a victory, they fixed the river Asopus 
as the southern boundary of the territory of Thebes. The 
Athenians acquired, by this expedition, a post in Boeotia itself 
— the town of Hysiae, on the northern slope of Cithaeron. 

On the approach of the Peloponnesian army, the Boeotians Athenmm 
had seized Hysiae, and crossing the pass of Cithaeron above it 
had taken Oenoe on the upper ilttic slopes. When Cleomenes (506 .s.c.), 
and the Peloponnesians retreated, the Athenian army marched 
northward to check the knights of Chaleis who were ravaging 
the northern denies of Attica. The Boeotian forces then 
withdrew into their own land and moved northwards too, in 
order to join the Chalcidians. But the Athenians, who must 
have been generalled by an able polemarch, succeeded in 
encountering their two foes singly. They intercepted the 
Boeotians near the straits and won a complete victory. Then 
they crossed the straits, for the Chalcidians had retired to 
their island, and fought another battle, no less decisive, with 
the horsemen of Chaleis. The defeat of the Chalcidians was 
so crushing that they were forced to cede to Athens a large 
part of that rich Lelantine plain whose possession in old days 
they had disputed so hotly with Eretria. But this was not 
all. A multitude of Chalcidians and Boeotians had been made 
prisoners ; they were kept fettered in bitter bondage until their 
countryinen ransomed them at two minas a man. We cannot 
withhold pur sympathy from the Athenian x^eople if they dealt 
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out hard measure to those whom the Spartan king had so unjustly 
stirred up against them. The gloomy iron chains in which 
“ they quenched the insolence ” of their foes were proudly 
preserved on the Acropolis, and with a tithe of the ransom 
they dedicated to Athena a bronze chariot. 

A portico commemorative of this victory was set up within 
the sanctuary of Delphi. ‘‘ The Athenians dedicated the 
portico, with the arms and figureheads which they took from 
their foes '' — so runs the dedicatory inscription found in recent 
years on a step of the ruined building. It would appear from 
this that the Athenians captured and destroyed the vships of 
Chalcis. If the victory had been some twenty years later, 
Athens would have added them to her own fleet ; but she had 
not yet come to discern that her true element was the sea. 

The democracy had not only brilliantly defended itself, but 
had won a new territory. The richest part of the Chalciclian 
plain was divided into lots among two thousand Athenian 
citizens, who transported their homes to the fertile region 
beyond the straits — probably under the same conditions as the 
cleruchs of Salamis. 

These outsettlers retained all their rights as citizens ; they 
remained members of their domes and tribes. The Salaminiaiis 
were so near ^Athens that it was easier for them than for most 
of the inhabitants of Attica to attend a meeting of the Ecclesia ; 
and the plain of Chalcis was not farther than Sunium from 
Athens. 

And not only beyond the sea was new territory acquired, 
but on the borders of Attica itself. This at least is the only 
occasion to which we can well assign the annexation of the 
march district of Oropus, the land of the people who gave to 
the Hellenic race its European name. It had come under the 
sway of Eretria, had adopted the Eretrian dialect which it was 
to retain throughout all future vicissitudes, and was the last part 
of Boeotia to be annexed by the Boeotian power of Thebes. 
This fertile little plain was destined to be a constant subject 
of discord between Boeotia and Athens, as it had before been 
a source of strife between Eretria and Boeotia ; but it was now 
to remain subject to Athens for nearly a hundred years. 
Subject to Athens, not Athenian ; the men of Oropus, like the 
men of Eleutherae, never became Athenian citizens. 




CHAPTEE VI 

THE ADVANCE OP PERSIA TO THE AEGEAN 

Sect. 1. The Eise of Persia and the Fall of the 
Lydian Kingdom 

While the Clreeks were sailing their own seas, and working 
out in their city-states the institutions of law and freedom, 
untroubled by any catastrophe beyond the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, great despotic kingdoms were waxing and waning 
in the east. In the seventh century, the mighty empire of 
ilssyria was verging to its end ; the power destined to over- 
throw it had arisen. But the story of Assyria lies outside the 
. story of Greece, since the Greeks, except in one outlying corner, 

! came into no immediate contact with the lords of Nineveh, 

f The Greek, as well as the Phoenician, communities of Cyprus 

were involved in the fortunes of the Syrian coast-land. When 
in the last quarter of the eighth century Sargon, under whose 
sceptre Assyria reached the summit of her power, had conquered Assyka, 
the lands of the sea-coast — the Phoenicians and the Philistines 
— seven kings who lived '' at a distance of seven days in the The stele qf 
middle of the western sea’’ trembled before him and offered 
; their submission. They were the kings of Yatnan, as the otUon), 

' Assyrians called Cyprus, and their act of fealty is recorded for Cypriote 

us by Sargon himself on a pillar which he set up “in a valley 
of the land of Yatnan.” Among the monarchs who submitted laddnn 
there were doubtless Greeks as well as Phoenicians, and a 
generation later we have the names of ten Cypriote kings who 
were subject to Assarhaddon and to Assurbanipal — Assarhaddon 
the great conqueror who voluntarily abdicated his throne, and 
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Assurbailipal the peaceful sovereign, whom the Greeks remem- 
bered as Sardanapalus. Among the names of the vassals 
whom inscriptions of these two kings enumerate are those of 
Eteandros of Paphos and Pylagoras of Cition.^ But if the 
story of Assyria touches only a remote fringe of the Hellenic 
world, it is otherwise with the story of those who destroyed 
the Assyrian empire. The Medes and Persians, folks of 
Aryan speech like the Greeks, were marked out by destiny to 
be the adversaries of the Greeks throughout the two chief 
centuries of Grecian history. 

The. Meiss, The land of Media lies east of Assyria. Its ancient history 
is shrouded in mist; but there are some reasons for guessing 
that in the second millennium it was part of a great Aryan 
kingdom which stretched far north-eastwards over the plains 
of Bactria, peopled by the Iranian branch, as it is called, of 
the Aryan stock. The Iranians worshipped the same gods of 
heaven and light as the other folks of their kindred ; but their 
sun-worship developed into a very different shape from the 
religion of Zeus. They regarded the element of fire with 
deeper reverence than other sun-worshippers ; they dreaded to 
pollute it by the touch of a dead body or the overflow of 
boiling water ; their land was full of temples with altars of 
perpetual fire. But the religion of the fire-worshippers had 
been moulded into an almost philosophical form by their 
prophet Zoroaster, who, though his name is encompassed with 
legend and it is uncertain when he lived, w^as assuredly a real 
man and not a creation of myth. He diffused among the 
Iranians the doctrine that the world is the perpetual scene of 
a deadly strife between the powers of light and dai'kness, 
between Ormuzd, the Great Lord, and Ahriman, the principle 
of evil. 

Deiuces ^ It was towards the end of the eighth century that the Medes 
^ymthhv) against the yoke of Assyria. They were led by 

foimiU Deioces, and after a struggle Media gained her independence, 
and the deliverer was elected king by the free vote of his 
TOO B,c. people. He had not only freed but had united his countrymen, 
and he set the seal on the union of Media by building the 
great city of Ecbatana. His treasury and palace were in the 

^ The other eight are the kings of Iclalion, Salamis, Soli, Ciirion, Tamassiis, 
a Cypriote Carthage (Eartihadaasti), Ledron (near Leucosia), and l^y'urii (?). 
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centre of a fortress girdled by seven walls ; and lie is said to 
have lived in this stronghold, withdrawn from the sight of his 
people, who could approach him only by written petitions. 

The first successors of Deioces had enough to do in resisting Phraortes 
the efibrts of Assyria to recover her power over Media. 
presently a king arose who was strong enough to extend his gners 
sway beyond the borders of his own land. Phraortes con- 
quered the hilly land of Perma in the south; and thus a large 
Aryan realm was formed stretching ■ from the Caspian to the 
Persian Gulf, east of Assyria and Babylonia. The next step 
was to concpier Assyria itself ; and Cyaxares, the successor of 
Phraortes, prepared for the enterjirise ■ by a new organisation of 
the Median army. It was no hopeless task, for the Assyrian 
empire had been breaking up. Egypt had thrown off the yoke Mw 
of the kings of Miieveh; and Nabopolassar had just arisen 
do for Babylonia what Deioces had done for Media. hTabo- aVa^o- 
polassar and Cyaxares joined hands; and the united forces of 1^25^00^ 
Media and Babylonia defeated the Assyrian army. The goix- 
querors divided the empire. The south-western portion up tG ungdom, 
the borders of Egypt went to Babylonia ; Assyria itself and 
the lands stretching westward into Asia Minor were annexed 


to Media. 

The restored kingdom of Babylonia, under N'ebucadnezar, BaiyUmia 
the successor of its founder, rose into wonderful fame and 
brilliance. He drove the Egyptians out of Syria, smiting them 7iezm\ 604 - 
in the great battle of Carchemish ; he stormed Jerusalem and 
carried the Jews into captivity; he made 'Tyre on its rock 
tremble though he failed to take it; he invaded and overran 
Egypt. But more famous than his conquests abroad were his 
mighty works in his own land. He made Babylon the greatest 
city in the world; and the stray Greeks who visited it came 
back with amazing stories of the palaces and temples, and the 
‘'hanging gardens,'' a terraced park which was constructed by 
Hebiicadnezar, though report ascribed it to the mythical queen 
Semiramis. But the gigantic walls which girt the city were 
the mightiest monument of Hebueadnezar ; Greek travellers 
said that the circuit was more than fifty miles. It seems certain 
that few men have done more than this lord of Babylon to 
increase the sum of human misery, if we imagine the lives of 
countless thralls forced under the pitiless lash to spend their 
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flesh and blood in unceasing and unsparing labour. ISTebucad- 
nezar went down to his grave, full of honours, after a long- 
reign. He knew well on what side danger was to be feared for 
his kingdom. One of his wmrks of fortification was a wall from 
the Tigris to the Euphrates, north of Babylon, to defend Baby- 
lonia against Media, her northern neighbour. 

The exploits of the great Babylonian king affected Gkeece 
little.^ The Greeks of Cyprus must have caught the echoes of 
the clash of arms at Carchemish ; they must have been stirred 
by the tidings of the storming of J erusalem and excited by the 
siege of Tyre. But the changes which had befallen the east 
were brought nearer to the ken of Greece by the advance of 
Media. Gyaxares drew under his power the eastern parts of 
Asia Minor as far as the banks of the Halys, and this river 
became the boundary between Media and Lydia. The conquest 
of Lydia was the next aim in the expansion of the Median 
power, and a pretext was found for declaring war. In the 
sixth year of the war a battle was fought, but in the midst of 
the combat the day was turned suddenly to night ; and the 
darkening of the sun made such a deep impression on the minds 
of the combatants that they laid down their arms and a peace 
was concluded. But the solar obscuration of this May day 
has another association which has a deeper interest for Europe 
than the warfare of Lydian and Mede. It was the first eclipse 
of which Euroj)ean science foretold when it should betide. 
Thales of Miletus, the father of Greek, and thereby of European, 
philosophy and science, had studied astronomy in Egypt ; and 
he was able to warn the lonians that before such a year had 
passed — his lore could not tell the day or the hour — the sun 
would be darkened. Thales was not only the first man of science ; 
he was also the first philosopher : science and philosophy were 
not yet separated. If he looks over the ages to Copernicus, 
Newton, and Laplace, he looks likewise to Descartes, Berkeley, 
and Kant. He sought for a common substance, a single principle 
which should explain the variety of nature and reduce the w-orld 
to unity and system ; it is a small matter that he found this 
principle in w^ater j ^ it is Ms eternal merit to have sought it. 

^ Greek mercenaries, indeed, took service under him. 

- Yet not so small. It was much to have fixed on fluid substance, and 
rejected the vulgar fallacy of ascribing to hardness a greater reality. 
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The Lydian king Alyattes wedded Ms daughter to Astyages, 
who succeeded to the throne of Media, and the kingdom of 
Lydia was saved for a generation, to enjoy the most brilliant 
period of its history. When Lydia recovered from the Cim» Jteign of 
iiierian invasion, king Ardys renewed the efforts of Gyges to 
reduce the Greek cities of the coast. His chief success seems 
to have been the capture of Priene. His successors, Sadyattes 
and Alyattes, carried on a weary war against Miletus. They 
harried the Milesian territory every year, destroying the corn 
crops, and defeated the Milesians in two battles ; but the strong 
walls of the coast-city defied them, as they had no fleet. At 
length Alyattes made peace with Miletus ; possibly it was the of Alyattes, 
outbreak of the war with Media that forced him to this step. 

At all events, he seems to have behaved liberally to his foes. 

Pie built two temples to Athena in the place of one which had 
been burned down when he was devastating the Milesian land. 

This act of reparation was quite in accordance with the rever- 
ence for the gods of Greece wdiich the Lydian monarchs invari- 
ably displayed. The story is that, when Alyattes fell ill and 
consulted Apollo at Delphi, the oracle enjoined upon him to 
restore the temple. Ionian Miletus was saved, but the famous 
Achaean city of Smyrna was not only captured but destroyed, 
and in these volumes its name will occur no more, xilyattes 
also conquered Bithyiiia, and drove the remnant of the Cim- 
merians out of Asia. He might think that Lydia would now 
take rank with one of the great monarchies of the south or 
the east, and he built himself an enormous sepulchre, an earth- 
mound on stone foundations, which in size at least might 
match the monuments of Egyptian or Babylonian kings. 

It was reserved for Croesus, the son of Alyattes, to carry Reign of 
out fully the design of subjugating the cities of eastern Greece. ^00-546 
He attacked and subdued the cities, Ionian and xieolian, one 
after another, all except Miletus, whose treaty with his father 
he respected, while Miletus on her part saved her freedom by 
withholding all help from her sister cities. The Dorian states 
of Caria were also forced to submit, and the empire of Croesus 
extended from the Halys to the Aegean. We saw before that 
Lydia exercised a distinct influence on the Greeks of Asia, but 
perhaps their influence upon her was even greater. The Greek 
language spread in Lydia, and we may suspect that it was 
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heard in Sardis as much as the native idiom ; the Greek gods 
were revered; the Greek oracles were appealed to. The kings 
were benefactors of Hellenic sanctuaries. In the new temple 
of Artemis, which arose at Ephesus during his reign, Croesus 
was the donor of the sculptured reliefs which encircled the 
Tonic pillars, and fragments of the three words, which recorded 
the gift “ Dedicated by King Croesus,” can still be read on the 
bases of the columns. Hence the Greeks never regarded the 
Lydians as utter barbarians ; and they always cherished a 
curious indulgence and sympathy for Croesus, though he had 
enslaved and ruled as despot the cities of Asiatic Hellas. The 
court of Sardis was in truth more oriental than Hellenic, not 
only in wealth and luxury, but also in its customs, for instance, 
polygamy and the infliction of cruel punishments. Croesus 
carded alive a man who had opposed his succession to the 
throne. The lonians had marvelled at the treasures of golden 
Gyges, but the untold wealth of Croesus became proverbial. 
It was furnished largely by the tributes of the Greek cities, as 
well as by the white gold of the Pactolus and the products of the 
mines of Pergamon. Croesus was the first to introduce, instead 
of the white gold money, a coinage of two metals, pure gold and 
silver, bearing to each other the fixed proportion of 3 to 40. 

There is no more striking proof of the political importance 
of the oracle of Delphi at this period than the golden offerings 
dedicated by Croesus, offerings richer than even the priestly 
avarice of the Delphian s could have dared to hope for. Wealthy 
though the lord of Lydia was, genuine as was his faith in the 
inspiration of the oracle, he might hardly have sent such gifts 
if he had not wished to secure the political support of Apollo 
and believed that Apollo’s support was worth securing. His 
object was to naturalise himself as a member of the Greek 
world ; to appear, not as an outsider, but as an adopted son of 
Hellas, ruling over the Greeks whom he had subdued and those 
whom he still hoped to subdue. Nothing would be more helpful 
than the good word of the Delphic oracle to compass such a re- 
putation. Moreover, if one of the Asiatic cities contemplated 
rebellion, a discouraging reply from the oracle, which would 
assuredly be consulted, might stand the despot in good stead. 

Having extended his sway to the coast, Croesus conceived 
the idea of making Lydia a sea-power and conquering the 
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islands. It was a perfectly feasible plan; and it was not till 
unforeseen events bad frustrated it that the islanders could 
have found much comfort in the epigram that a Lydian king 
sailing against them wdth a beet would be like themselves 
advancing against Lydia with a host of cavalry. The tale 
afterwards shaped itself that one of the wise men of Greece— 
it mattered little whether he was alive at the time or not — 
used this witticism to dissuade Croesus from the enterprise. But 
Croesus was diverted from his western designs by something 
graver than an epigram. Events of great moment were hap-i’V^ 
pening in the east. His brother-in-law Astyages was hurled 
from the throne of Media by a hero, who was to become one ipepwem 
of the world’s mightiest conquerors. The usurper was Cyrus 547 
the Great, of the Persian family of the Achaemeiiids, The Cyrm, 
revolution signified indeed little more than a change of dynasty; 
the Persians and Medes were peoples of the same race and the 
same faith ; the realm remained Iranian as before. But the 
Persians seem to have been the noblest part of the Iranian 
race; their bravery, temperance, and love of truth extorted 
the admiration of the Greeks. 

The fall of Astyages was an opportunity for the ambitious 
Lydian to turn his arms to the east. The restoration of his 
brother-in-law was indeed a sufficient plea ; and he might have 
good cause to fear that if he were not the first to strike, the 
Persian usurper would soon advance to the conquest of Lesser 
Asia. But Croesus certainly cherished hopes of extending the 
Lydian power into the interior parts of Asia, if not of succeed- 
ing himself to the Median throne. In undertaking such an 
enterprise he had to fear liis Greek subjects, who might take 
advantage of his absence to throw off his yoke, and might even 
intrigue with the Persian. That the Greeks of Ionia had been 
long accustomed to regard Media as a resort against Lydia and 
to intrigue with the Median kings is shown by the word medisnk 
Eor if such intriguing had first come into fashion after the 
rise of Persia and the fall of Lydia, the name chosen to designate 
it would naturally have been persism. The preparations ot Policy of 
Croesus for an expedition to the east were welcome news to 
the lands of the Aegean, Desirous of probing the hidden 
event of the future, he consulted some of the oracles of Greece. 

There can be no question that the Delphic god gave him an 
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aiivswer which was meant to encourage him in his enterprise. 
It is said that the answer was that if he crossed the Halys he 
would destroy a mighty empire — an answer which need not 
have been that which was actually given, but may have been 
circulated afterwards to justify the oracle when the expedition 
failed. But it is the policy of the oracle, not its methods of 
evasion, which has historical significance. The spirit of Delphi 
was favourable to Hellenic freedom, and it saw in the proposed 
expedition the probability of a long war with Persia and a 
chance for the eastern Greeks of retaining their independence. 
It did not foresee the complete conquest of Lydia and the sub- 
jection of the Greeks to a power which was utterly barbarian. 
The oracle took the occasion, however, to bring about a union 
between Croesus and the Lacedaemonians, by bidding him seek 
the aid of the most powerful state of Greece. An alliance was 
concluded, but led to nothing, and Lacedaemon sent no help. 

Croesus, at the head of an army which included a force of 
Ionian Greeks, crossed the fateful Halys and invaded Cap- 
padocia.. He took the ancient city of Pteria, and in its neigh- 
bourhood fought an indecisive battle with the host of Medes 
and Persians which Cyrus had led against him. But the host 
of Cyrus seems to have been far superior in numbers, and 
Croesus retired before him into Lydia. Under the walls of 
Qajpture of the Capital the invader won a decisive victory, and after a 
546^tr 541 Sardis was stormed and plundered. The life of 

B.c. Croesus was spared. Cyrus had given strict injunctions that 
he was on no account to be slain in the struggle of the capture; 
and the story went that a soldier, not recognising him, was 
about to cut him down, when the king’s son, who had been 
dumb from birth, suddenly burst out into speech : 0 man, 

slay not Croesus.” 

This was not the only tale which adorned the fall of the 
Lydian king. The capture of Sardis was an eventuality of 
which no one had seriously thought. So great had been the 
wealth and might of Croesus, so dizzy the height of his power, 
that none deemed his overthrow possible; and the sheer and 
sudden fall into nothingness made pe.rhaps a deeper and more 
abiding impression on the imagination of Hellas than any other 
historical event. It was the most illustrious example that 
the Greeks had ever witnessed of their favourite doctrine that 
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the gods visit with jealousy men who enjoy too great prosperity. 

And the personality of Croesns himself crept into their sym- 
pathies — the admirer of Hellenic art and wisdom, the adorer 
of Hellenic gods, the generous giver out of his abundant wealth. 

Never more than for the memory of Croesus did GIreece put 
forth the power of that genius, which she possessed in such 
full measure, of vreaving round an event of history tales which 
have a deep and touching import as lessons for the life of men. 

Cyrus built a great pyre — so the story is told by Herodotus ¥ 
—and placed thereon Croesus bound in chains, with fourteen and Solon. 
Lydian boys. And as Croesus was standing on the pile, in this 
extreme X3ass, there came into his mind a word which Solon 
had said to him, that no man could be called happy so long as 
lie was alive. For the Athenian statesman had visited the 
court of Sardis in his travels — the art of tlie tale-weaver had 
no precise regard for the facts of time — and when he had seen 
the royal treasures and the greatness of the kingdom Croesus 
asked him whom he deemed the happiest of men. Solon 
named some obscure Gh-eeks who were dead ; and when the 
king, unable to hide his wonder and vexation, exclaimed, Is 
our royal fortune so poor, 0 Athenian stranger, that you set 
private men before me ? the wise Greek had discoursed on 
the imcertainty of life and the jealousy of the gods. Then 
Croesus, remembering this, groaned aloud and called thrice on 
the name of Solon. But Cyrus heard him call, and ■ bade the 
interpreters ask liiin on whom he was calling. For a while 
Croesus would not speak, then he said : One whom I would 
that all tyrants might meet and converse with.” Pressed 
further he iiained Solon the Athenian, and repeated the wise 
man’s words. The pyre was already alight, but when Cyrus 
heard the answer of his prisoner he reliected that he too was 
a man, and commanded that the fire should be quenched 
and the victims set free. The flames were already blazing so 
strong and high that the men could not queiieh them. Then 
Croesns cried to Apollo for help, and the god sent clouds into 
the clear sky, and a tempestuous shower of rain extinguished 
the fire. " ■ 

Such is the tale as we read it in the history of Herodotus, 
who may have heard it at Athens. But we can almost see the 
story in the making. For, before the episode of Solon was 
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woven in, the fate of Croesus had been wrought into a legend ; 
this legend is related in a poem of Bacchylides. When the day 
of doom surprised the king, “ he would not abide to endure the 
bitterness of bondage, but he raised a pyre before the palace 
court, and gat him up thereon with his wife and weeping 
daughters. He bade the slippered thrall kindle the timber 
building; the maidens screamed, and stretched their arms to 
their mother. But as the might of the fire was springing 
through the wood, Zeus set a sable cloud above it and quenched 
the yellow flame. Then Apollo bore the old man with his 
daughters to the land of the Hyperboreans, to be his abiding 
place, for his piety’s sake, because his gifts to Pytho were 
greater than all men’s gifts.” The moral of the tale clearly 
was, Bring gifts to Delphi ; and we can hardly doubt that it 
originated under Delphic influence. But in the city of Solon 
it was transformed by a touch of genius into one of the great 
stories of the world. 

As for Croesus it is certain that his life was spared, and it 
is possible that he spent his remaining days in Media, un- 
conscious that a mythical association with the famous* Athenian 
lawgiver would be his best assured claim on the memory of 
future ages. 

Sect. 2. The Persian Conquest of Asiatic Geeece 

The kingdom of Lydia had performed a certain function in 
the development of Greece. Besides the invention of coinage, 
which was its one great contribution to the civilisation of man- 
kind ; besides the influence which its luxury and '' tyranny ” 
exercised on Ionia; the mere existence of the Lydian realm, 
in its intermediate position between Greece and the east, was 
of considerable importance as a bulwark against the great 
oriental empires. It kept Greece from coming into direct 
contact with the empire of Assyria ; it kept Greece for sixty 
years from coming into direct contact with the empire of 
Media. Wlien the barrier is swept away, a new period is 
opened in Grecian history. The Greeks now stand face to face 
with the powder of a monarch whose dominion stretches far 
away beyond the Euphrates, beyond the Tigris, into lands 
which are totally unknown to them. The Asiatic Greeks are 
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now to exchange subjection to a lord of Sardis for subjection 
to a potentate who holds his court in a city so distant that 
the length of the journey is told by months. This distance of 
the centre from the extremities of the empire was of the utmost 
significance. The king was obliged to leave his conquests in 
Asia Minor to the government of his satraps ; and the Greeks 
■were unable to exercise any influence upon him, as they might 
have done if he had ruled from Sardis or some nearer capital. 

This was all the more unfortunate, on account of another 
difference which distinguished the Persian from the Lydian 
kingdom. While the Lydians were outside the Aryan femily, 
the Persians and Modes spoke a language of the same stock as 
that of the Greeks. It may be thought that if the Persians 
had coiiie under Greek infiiience, Iranian history would have 
taken a different course. For the Persians were a people 
marked out to fall under the influence of others and not to 
hew an independent path for themselves. In their own high- 
lands, like the Spartans in the Laconian vale, they might live 
unspotted from the world, a valiant, simple, and truthful race ; 
but when they once went forth to conquer and to rule, it was 
their inevitable doom to he led captive by their captives and to 
adopt the manners and ideals of more intellectual and original 
peoples. If Gyrus had transported the centre of his empire to 
the west, the Greeks might have been the teachers of their 
Persian speech-fellows ; hut such an idea would have occurred 
to no Mede or Persian. Consequently the iiew^ Iranian king- 
dom fell under the relaxing irifiiiences of the corrupt Semitic 
civilisations of Babylonia and Assyria ; and it had soon become 
a despotism so typically oriental that it is hard to remember 
that the ruling peoples spoke a tongue akin to the Greek. 

Hence the struggle of two hundred years, upon which we are 
now entering, between Greece and Persia, though strictly and 
literally it was a struggle between Aryan peoples, — peoples, 
that is, of Aryan speech, — assumes the larger character of 
strife between Europe and Asia, between east and west, between 
Aryan and non- Aryan ; and takes its place as the first encounter 
ill that still unclosed debate which has arrayed Europe suc- 
cessively against Babylonian, Phoenician, Saracen, and Turk. 

At the beginning of the campaign against Lydia, Gyvm iJisicni-on 
had invited the lonians who were in the army of Croesus to 
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change sides. They had refused to ^'rnedize/' not perhaps 
from loyalty to the rule of the Lydian, under which they 
cliafed, but because they did not anticipate his utter overthrow 
and therefore feared his vengeance. This refusal annoyed 
Cyrus; and when, after the fall of Sardis, the Greek cities 
made overtures to the conqueror, he declined to make any 
conditions. Only with Miletus, which had not been subject to 
Lydia and had stood aloof from the contest, did he conclude a 
sort of treaty like that in which Croesus had recognised her 
independence. The others prepared to defend themselves. 
Cyrus himself had greater projects which recalled him to the 
for east; and he committed the lesser task of reducing the 
Asiatic Greeks to the lieutenants whom he left in Lydia. The 
want of unity among the lonians was disastrous. They might 
meet in their Panionic assembly, but they seem to have been 
without the ability or the organisation to carry out any plan 
of common action. . The most powerful of all the states, 
Miletus had gone her own path and stood quite apart. One 
of her citizens, Thales, the astronomer and philosopheiv whom 
we have met before, is said to have ventured himself into the 
speculations of political, as well as of celestial, science. He saw 
the 'weakness of Ionia in its disunion, and the futility of the 
loose league of the Panionioii ; and he made the remarkable 
proposal that Ionia should form itself into an united nation, 
■with one Hall of Council as well as one place of Assembly, 
each city surrendering her sovereignty and becoming mei'ely a 
town or deme of the state ; and he suggested Teos as the 
fitting place for the capital. The idea, whether it was put 
forward by Thales or not, was assuredly suggested by the 
political development of Attica, the mother- country of the 
lonians. It was an idea which the proposer can hardly have 
hoped to persuade the lonians to adopt, but it had its value as 
a comment on the disunion of the Greeks in the one part of 
Greece where, above all others, there was needed a closer unity 
and a solid serried front, to resist the aggression of the great 
barbarian powers. Another proposal, which was made in one 
of the ineffectual meetings of the Panionioii, receives the 
approval of the historian Herodotus, Bias, a statesman of 
Priene, advised all the lonians to sail forth together to the 
west, to the great island of Sardinia, and there found an 
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Ionian city-state, and live happy and free. This proposal 
illustrates the terror and despair of Ionia at the prospect of 
Persian rule. 

Disunited, the Asiatic Greeks were an easy prey. Harpagiis, Persum 
the general of Cyrus, reduced them one after another; tribute 
was imposed upon them and the burden of serving in the Ada. 
Persian armies, when such service was required ; but no re- 
strictions were placed upon the freedom of their comnierca 
To the inhabitants of two cities, exile seemed more endurable 
than this new slavery and they acted in the spirit of Bias. 

The people of Phocaea, or the more part of them, embarked in 
their penteconters and sailed to the island of Corsica, where 
their own settlement of Alalia received them. The Teians did 
likewise, but found a nearer home on the coast of Thrace, where 
they founded Abdera. 

One common effort indeed the Aeolians and lonians made 
for their defence. They made a common appeal to the most 
powerful state in the mother-country. They sent an embassy 
to Lacedaemon, but the Spartans, whose horizon was bounded 
by the Peloponnesus, did as little for them as they had done 
for Croesus. Sparta had the curiosity, however, to send a ship 
to Ionia, to spy out the condition of the country and the power 
of Cyrus. The story is that one of her reconnoitrers went up 
to Sardis and standing before the Persian king forbade him to 
work harm to any Greek community, '' since the Lacedae- 
monians will not permit it.’’ The anecdote was doubtless 
invented by those who liked a jest at the expense of Sparta ; 
but, if Cyrus might well ask “ who are the Lacedaemonians ? ” 
his successors learned the answer to their cost. 

The conqueror of Lydia returned to the east to subdue the 
mightier power of Babylon, The conquest occupied some 
years; then the greatest city on earth was taken; and Cyrus PA/r/ 
took to himself the title of '' king of Babel, Sumer, and Accad, 
and of the four quarters of the world,” thus formally entering 
into the Bahyloiiiaii inheritance. The dominion of Cyrus the 
Great extended in the east over Armenia and Hyrcania, Parthia 
and Bactria, and into the midst of Afghanistan; from the 
coasts of the Aegean to the banks of the elaxartes. But his 
conquests lie outside our history. His last enterprise was the 
subjugation of the Massagetae, a Scythian folk near the Aral 
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Death of lake, and one story says that lie was slain in battle against 
530 bV savage queen placed his head in a basin of 

blood. All we know with certainty is that his body was 
buried in Persia, and two hundred years hence we shall visit 
his tomb at Pasargadae, in the company of a conqueror who 
was mightier even than he. 

Sect. 3. Peksian Conquest of Egypt. Polyceates of Samos 

The subjugation of Lydia and the Greek sea-board carried 
the borders of the Iranian empire, under its new dynasty, 
farther westward than the Assyrian conquest had ever reached. 
Two lords of Sardis had indeed acknowledged the overlordship 
of the kings of hfineveh ; but that relation had been of brief 
duration and slight significance, and Lydia can hardly be said 
to have ever formed a part of the Assyrian dominion. In 
subduing the Greeks of the coast, at all events, Cyrus broke 
entirely new ground ; they had never paid submission in any 
shape to Assyria. But while he far outpassed the utmost 
limits of Assyria in some directions, he left un conquered the 
great kingdom of the south, which had once been part of the 
Fereian. Assyiiaii empire. But his son Cainbyses repaired the omission ; 

of inevitable that the new lords of Syria should seek to 

(ja'uibym. bring Egypt under their subjection. We saw how Egypt, like 
Media itself and Babylonia, threw off the Assyrian yoke and 
entered upon a new period of national prosperity under en- 
Amaeis lightened rulers. King Amasis who climbed the throne by a 
TCYolution maintained his power by a bodyguard of Ionian and 
Carian mercenaries, like a Greek tyrant. An Egyptian writing 
tells us how he loved the strong '' wine of Kelebi of Egypt.” 
a, phil- He built great temples to the Egyptian gods like the Pharaohs 
tkiiciLe. patronage of Greece he may be compeared to 

Croesus. He sent gifts to the Greek sanctuaries ; he subscribed 
generously to the rebuilding of the tenip)le at Delphi; he 
Xaacraiis. married a Greek princess of Gyrene ; under him Efaiicratis rose 
to the rank of a city, though the only city where Greeks were 
allowed to trade. He had extended his sway over the island 
of Cyprus when the power of Babylonia was deGlining ; but 
the Cypwiots threw off his yoke when Cyrus entered into the 
Babylonian heritage, and made their submission to the Persian. 
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Amasis trembled at tlie rise of the new power in the east, and 
he lived to witness with dismay the preparations of Cambyses ; 
blit he died a few nioiiths before the invasion, and the blow Jkvfh o/ 
fell upon liis son, Psammetichns. A fierce battle near Pehisium 
delivered Egypt into the hands of the Persians, The conqueror 
led his army up the Nile, and perhaps he extended the southern 
frontier of the Egyptian kingdom on the side of Nubia. The 
Egyptians said that he planned the conquest of all Ethiopia 525 ’ 
and was compelled to return through want of provisions, so 
that his enterprise came to nothing. P>ut the Egyptians hated t;,ni of 
Cambyses, who openly scoffed at their religion ; and it is Cnmhiises. 
possible that they may have represented as an inglorious failure 
what was really a successful effort to secure the southern 
frontier. The conquest of Egypt, which became a Persian 
satrapy, led to the submission of Greek Gyrene, even as the VoikntKnj 
conquest of Lydia had led to the subjection of the Greeks of 
the neighbouring coasts. 

Amasis and liis son might have hoped, when the Persian P<lyG'i'atm, 
danger threatened, that they could depend on the support of 
powerful Greek friend, the lord of Samos. In that island, not 
long after the Persian conquest of Ionia, a certain Poly crates 
and his two brothers had established a joint tyranny over the 
state, with the helj) of Lygdamis of Naxos. But Polycrates 
removed his brothers by death and banisliment and became 
sole tyrant. He organised a fleet of a hundred pentecoiiters’ 
and made Samos a strong power ; as the Ionian mainland had 
fallen under Persian doininioii, he had perhaps the strongest 
Greek sea-power in the Aegean. His luxurious court was 
brightened by the presence of the Bacchic poet Anacreon. He 
completed the building of the great temple of Hera, hut the 
most famous of his wmrks was the aqueduct which supplied the 
city with water from a spring beyond a hill. The engineering 
skill of the Megariaii architect Eupaliuus — who perhaps also 
constructed the waterworks of Pisistratus at Athens— carried 
the duct through the hill by a tunnel. In all that he put 
his hand to, Polycrates prospered; he defied the power of 
Persia ; he extended his influence over some of the Ionian cities 
under Persian sway: he hoped perhaps to become the lord 
of all Ionia, It was natural that he and Amasis of Egypt 
should form a close alliance, based on the common interest of 
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antagonism to Persia. But when the hour of peril came, when 
Oambyses moved upon Egypt, the Samian tyrant altered his 
policy. He felt that ,his navy was unequal to coping with the 
joint armaments of Phoenicia and Cyprus, and, instead of 
coming to the aid of his old friend’s son, he sent forty ships 
to increase the fleet of the invader. These ships, however, 
never reached Egypt. The tyrant had manned them with 
those Samians whom he most suspected of hating himself and 
liis tyranny ; hut his trick recoiled. At the island of Carpathus 
the crew took the resolve of sailing back to Samos and over- 
throwing the despot. Defeated in a battle they sought the 
aid of %jarta, and their appeal was strongly backed by the 
Corinthians, whose trade probably suffered from the pirate 
ships of Polycrates. The Lacedaemonians sent an armament 
to besiege Samos ; it was their first expedition to the east, and 
it was a failure. Despairing of taking the city, and repulsed 
in a conflict, they returned home. 

We cannot charge Poly crates with perfidy in espousing the 
cause of Persia against Egypt, since we are ignorant of his 
relations, not only with Psammetichus, but with Amasis in the 
last years of that monarch’s reign. We might indeed gather 
from the story of the ring of Polycrates, that the alliance had 
ceased to exist, and that it was Amasis who had broken it ofil 
Amasis hearing of his friend’s marvellous prosperity, never 
varied by a reverse, wrote him a letter, expressing misgivings 
at a good fortune so great and enduring that it could not fail 
to draw down the envy of heaven, and counselling Polycrates 
to cast away whatever possession it would give him the most 
pain to lose : Cast it away utteidy, out of the world.” Poly- 
crates, taking the words to heart, manned a penteconter, and 
having rowed out to sea, cast into the waves the most precious 
thing he had, an emerald ring engraved by the gem-cutter 
Theodorus. A few days later a fisherman came to his house 
and presented him with a huge fish; the ring was found inside 
it. Polycrates wrote to Amasis an account of what had 
happened, and Amasis, when he read the letter, discerned that 
it was impossible for any man to deliver another from that 
which was destined to befall him. Convinced therefore that 
Polycrates would come to no good end, and not wishing to 
have to grieve for a friend’^ misfortune, Amasis broke off the 
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tie of guest-friend sliip which bound tbein. The forecast of the 
Egyptian was fulfilled. Soon after his repulse of the Lacedae- of 
inoniaii attack, Polycrates fell into a trap laid for him by the 
Persian satrap of Sardis, and was seized and crucified. 

Sect. 4. Ionia under Darius 

King Canibyses was recalled from Egypt by a rebellion. Death of 
He had put to death, on suspicions of disloyalty, his brother 
Smerdis, to whom he had entrusted the regency of some of the 
eastern provinces ; and a usurper had arisen, pretending to be 
the dead Smerdis, to whom he bore a remarkable likeness. 
Canibyses went in haste to crush the false Smerdis. But, as 
he passed through Syria, he '' found death by his own hand,” 
as is related in a great writing on the rock of Behistun. The AecemoH 
next heir to the Persian throne was a certain Ilystaspes, who 
was satrap of Parthia and had a son named Darius. But hiN), 521 
Hystaspes made no attempt to secure his right, and the false 
Smerdis established himself so firmly that, as Darius wrote 
afterwards in that famous inscription of the rock, Ko Persian 
nor Mede dared to oppose him.” But Darius had different 
thoughts from his father ; and conspiring with six nobles he 
killed the usurper and became king himself. In the first years 
of his reign his force and ability were proved in the task of 
quelling rebellions which broke out in almost all parts of the 
wide realm wdiich Cyrus had put together. Elam, Babylonia, 

Media, Armenia revolted; anew false Smerdis arose ; Babylon 
had to be twice besieged. Plaviiig established his power firmly 520 b.c., 
and crushed all resistance, Darius recorded for future ages the 
hardly-won successes of his first years, in an inscription on DiseA/dhn 
the lofty rock of Behistun on the upper course of the river 
Choaspes. The writing is in the Persian, the Susie, and the 
Babylonian languages. 

By wedding Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus and widow of.u^/.v.s«. 
her brother Cambyses, Darius linked himself clasely to tiie 
family of his predecessors. He proceeded to reorganise the 
administration of his dominion. He extended the system of 
satrapies or governnients, and the whole realm was dividetl 
into twenty such satrapies. West of the Halys, the old Western 
kingdom of Lydia consisted of three provinces, hut subject to 
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two vsatraps : the Ionian and the Lydian under one governor 
. who resided at Sardis ; the Phrygian which included the Greek 
cities of the Propontis under a governor whose seat was at 
Dascylion. These satraps did not interfere in the local affairs 
of the Greek cities, which were ruled by despots ; and the 
despots might do much as they pleased, so - long as they paid 
tribute duly and furnished military contingents when required. 
The des]30ts liked the Persian rule which secured their power, 
and this explains the noteworthy fact that the Greeks of Asia 
Minor made no attempt to shake off‘ the Persian yoke during 
tlie troubles which ushered in the reign of Darius. It is 
possible too that their condition under the rule of Cambyses 
was better than under Darius ; for Darius is said to have 
instituted a fixed yearly tribute instead of irregular con- 
tributions. Commerce, however, was furthered by this king’s 
monetary reforms, and by his improvement of the road-system 
in Persia. He adopted the bimetallic coinage which Croesus 
had introduced in Lydia; the chief piece of Persian gold 
money was always known in Greece by the name daric. The 
Eoyal Itoad, by which the messengers between Susa and Sardis 
came and went, was divided into stages marked off by regular 
stations. Its length was over 1500 miles, and the way was 
counted a three months’ journey for a man on foot. A Greek 
wlio had to visit Susa would land at Ephesus, and in three 
days reach Sardis. The road ran through the heart of 
Phrygia, by the tomb of Midas the golden king, past Pessinus 
and Ancyra and across the Halys to Pteria the ancient 
C-appadocian city which Croesus took, then across the Halys 
again, southward to Mazaka and Gomana, to cross the Taurus 
and reacli the Euphrates at Samosata. Beyond the Euphrates, 
it skirted the mountains which bound Mesopotamia on the 
north, passing Msibis and reaching the Tigris at Mneveh, the 
ruined capital of Assyria. Beyond Arbela, it went south- 
eastward to the river Choaspes and Susa. A good and safe 
road, carefully maintained, brought central Asia nearer to the 
Aegean, and helped to open the east to western curiosity. 
The construction of the Eoyal Eoad must have had an 
incalculable effect in widening Greek ideas of geography, 
its infiuenee is shown by the importance which it assumed 
on the first Greek maps. Conceived as a straight line 
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riinning east and west, it plays on one of the maps which AV/Vy 
were used by Herodotus practically the same part which 
is played in the modern atlas by the eq^nator. The longi- 
tudes were determined by the conception that the Nile and 
the .Danube, the two greatest rivers known within the range 
of the Greek world, were in the same meridian — the Danube 
being supposed to flow from north to south. This meridian 
line passed through Sinope. It was a princijile of the early 
Greek geographers who arose about the end of the sixth 
cieiitury in Ionia that the features of the earth were syrn- 
metrically arranged. The attempt to apply mathematical 
principles to a small portion of the earth, very imperfectly 
observed, necessarily produced maps which to our fuller 
knowledge appear grotesque. But it would be hard to over- 
estimate the intellectual activity of the Ionian investigators 
who made the new departux-e, Anaximander and Hecataeiis, 
both citizens of Miletus. Anaximander constructed the first AnaA- 
rnap, and Hecataeus wrote a Geography which served as a 
“ text to Anaximander’s map.” Hecataeus was himself a 
traveller — he composed the earliest guide-book to the wonders 
of Egypt ; and he could supplement his own observations by 
secoiid-liaiid material gathered, in the great centre of trade 
wdiere his home was, from travellers and strangers. This 
development of geography in Ionia was certainly forwarded 
by the Eoyal Eoad, and so far tlie Persian conquest of eastern 
Greece was an advantage to Eui^opean civilisation. 

Eiii’ope owes so much to the Ionian intellects which at 
this period were breaking new paths of pingress that we may 
linger a moineiit longer over the movement of intellectual 
discovery before resuming the march of events. It was a 
iiioveineiit of the most interesting kind, in which the instinct 
for speculation and the thirst for positive knowledge were 
closely united. Eor Anaximander, the first chartographer, 
niap-making is only part of his wider work as a physical 
philosopher. Dissatisfied with the theory of Thales who 
found tlie first principle of the universe in water, he sought 
it in a more general conception which he designated, negatively, 
as the Unlimited ’’—unlimited, that is, by qualities, and so 
capable of differentiation into all the kinds of definite irnttev 
winch our senses perceive. Hecataeus is the founder of Greek [/ra/Aier. 
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history. He partly breaks with the old traditions, and criti- 
cises the Hesiodic school of theology. The heroes who appeared 
in legend as sons of the gods he regards as the bastard sons 
of women who, to shield their shame, ascribed the fatherhood 
to Zeus or Apollo. The stories of the Greeks/’ he says, 
“ are, in my opinion, manifold and absurd.” Thus reason was 
asserting itself against authority in the religious sphere ; and 
Hecataeus was one of the pioneers. But more effective than 
he in pressing the claims of reason was another Ionian, his 
contemporary, Xenophanes of Colophon ; and we shall have 
to consider the importance of his work in another connexion. 

The remoteness of Susa from the (Greek seas, and the home- 
sickness of Greeks whom any chance transported to the far 
east, find an illustration in the curious story of the physician 
Democedes of Croton. This man’s skill had earned high 
salaries, as public physician at Aegina and Athens, and higher 
still in the service of Polycrates of Samos. He was carried 
off as a prisoner to Susa, in consequence of a series of troubles 
which followed the death of that tyrant ; and he was taken 
from his dungeon to try his craft for Darius, who had sprained 
a foot in the chase. His success gained him the king’s favour, 
and there was nothing which he might not ask except the 
one thing which he desired, permission to return to Greece. 
One day he was summoned by Queen Atossa who was suffer- 
ing from a tumour on the breast, and he made her swear that 
if he cured her she would do what he asked. Acting by his 
directions, she 'Stirred up the king to cherish the project of 
conquering the Greeks, and suggested that he should send 
spies under the conduct of Democedes to travel through 
Greece and bring back a report. These counsels of the 
daughter of Cyrus carried weight with Darius, according to 
the story; and the plan of Democedes succeeded. He pro- 
mised to return to Susa, and Darius gave him rich presents 
for his kinsfolk; the Persians who accompanied him were 
privately charged to see that he did not escape. When they 
came to Taras,— for the story assumes that Italiot Greece was 
included in the programme of the journey,— the lord of that 
city arrested the Persians as spies, and kept them, in prison 
until Democedes had time to escape to his native town. 
When the Persians were released they followed |iim to Croton, 
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but the Crotoniats refused to give him up ; a Persian invasion 
of Italy was a contingency which they might reasonably risk. 

Such is the strange story, blended of fact and fiction, which 
men told of the first Greek physician who practised at the 
court of Susa. He was not the last ; we shall meet hereafter 
a more famous leech, who did not yearn back to Greece diiid [Otesim.) 
wrote the history of his adopted country. 

Sect, 5. The European Expedition of Darius : 

Conquest of Thrace 

Cyrus had concpiered the eastern coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean ; Cambyses had completed and secured that concpiest 
on the south side by the subjection of Egypt ; it remained 
for Darius to complete and secure his empire on the north 
side by the reduction of Thrace. The possession of the 
adjacent part of the European continent w’as of like import- 
ance to the lord of Asia Minor, as the possession of the 
adjacent part of the African continent to the lord of Syria. 

Having spent eight years in setting his house in order, Darius 
prepared for his European expedition. It seems probable that 
his original design was first to subdue the Thracian peoples 
as far as the Danube, so as to make that river the northern 
boundary of his empire, and secondly to extend his power 
westward over Macedonia. The Thracian race was warlike 
and the country is mountainous, so that the Persian enterprise 
was serious and demanded large forces and careful precautions. 

The skill of a Samian architect named Mandrocles was 5ii i?,o, 
employed to throw a bridge of boats across the Bosphorus, 
north of Byzantium ; and, when the Persian host had passed 
over, Darius ordered two pillars to be set up on the European 
side, inscribed with the names of the various peoples com- 
posing his army, ill Greek and cuneiform characters. These 
pillars were seen by the historian Herodotus. And in the 
temple of Hera at Samos there was to he seen another 
irioniiment of the crossing into Europe. Mandrocles spent 
a part of the reward which Darius gave him in setting up 
there a painting* in which the bridge and the crossing over, 
with Darius seated in a prominent place, were portrayed. 

He inscribed on it four verses to this effect: “ Having bridged 
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the fishy Bosphorus, Mandrocles dedicated to Hera a memorial 
of his raft-bridge. A crown he set upon his own head, and 
glory upon the men of Samos ; for the work he wrought 
pleased king Darius.'’ A large fleet was also furnished by 
the Grreek subjects of Persia, to sail along the Thracian coast 
of the Black Sea as far as the mouths of the Danube, and to 
support and co-operate with the army. The contingents of 
the various Greelc cities were commanded by their despots, 
prominent among whom were Histiaeus of Miletus, Hippoclus 
of Lampsacus, and Miltiades of the Thracian Chersonesus. 

No details of the warfare in Thrace are preserved. 
We are told that many tribes submitted, and the Getae 
signalised their love of freedom by refusing to surrender it 
without a struggle. It seems probable, however, that the 
Thracians made some preparations to meet the invader. North 
of the Danube, in the lands which are now called Walachia 
and Moldavia (between the Danube, the Carpathians, and the 
Pruth), lived tribes which were allied in many respects to the 
tribes south of the river. The Greeks included these tribes 
under the general name of Scythian, which they applied to 
the whole series of peoples who dwelled between the Car- 
pathians and the Caucasus. While the most easterly of that 
series approximated in language to the Persian, the most 
westerly approximated to the Thracian. Nothing was more 
natural than that the people south of the Danube, threatened 
by an Asiatic invasion, should have taken steps to gain help 
from their neighbours on the north, to oppose the Persian 
advance. Such help would have been readily given, and 
Darius doubtless became aware before he reached the Danube 
that the hostility of the Scythians beyond the Danube — whose 
frozen waters invited them to cross in winter — might be a 
frecxuent trouble to Persian rule in Thrace. The Greek fleet 
sailed up the mouth of the river and a bridge of boats was 
thrown across. Darius and his army marched over into 
Scythia. But both the king's purpose and what he did, in 
this remote corner of the world, are hidden in a cloud of 
legend. That he may have -wished to make a hostile demon- 
stration and strike terror into the restless neighbours of Thrace 
is probable ; but it is not the whole explanation. We may 
rather suppose that the chief object of the diversion beyond 
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the Danube was to lay hands upon the gold mines of Dacia, 
which was then the land of the Agathyrsi, and to secure a route 
of coinmiinicatioii between that land and the mouth of the 
Danube. For three facts seem to emerge from the mist. 
The first is that the Agathyrsi were active in opposing the 
march of the Persians ; the second, that he erected forts on 
a river named the Oaros, — a name otherwise unknown, but 
evidently a tributary of the Danube ; the third, that his 
communications with the fleet which awaited his return were 
for some time cut off, and the Greek commanders were tempted 
to sail away and leave him in the lurch. He afterwards 
showed his gratitude to them for the loyalty with which they 
supported him in this expedition. The fact is that it would 
have been entirely contrary to their own intei^ests to inflict 
a blow on the power which maintained despotism in the 
Greek cities of Asia Minor. But their loyalty at this juncture 
was all the more precious to the Persian king when he found 
on returning through Thrace that Byzantium, Perinthus, and 
Ohalcedon had revolted. These revolts forced him to avoid 
the Bosphorus. He marched to the Thracian Chersonese and 
crossed the Hellespont, but left behind him an army under 
Megabazus, which was ultimately to complete the compiest 
of Thrace, and immediately to reduce the Greek cities along 
the northern coast of the Propontis and the Aegean. Mega- 
hazus established Persian dominion actually as far as the 
Strymon, and nominally even farther west ; for the Paeonians, 
between the Strymon and the Axius, wei^e conquered, and 
Macedonia acknowledged allegiance to the Great King. 

The Persian dominion over the eastern part of the Balkan 
peninsula lasted for about fifteen years, and it was increased 
by the acquisition of the islands of Lemnos and Imbros. Tlie 
excursion of Darius beyond the Danube, so far as it was 
intended to make an impression on the Scythians, seems to 
have been effective. It is only when the Persian power is 
shaken by a Greek revolt and Thrace herself is able to throw 
off the yoke that we find Scythians overrunning Thrace and 
even driving Miltiades out of the Chersonese. 

The European expedition of Darius had thus been a distinct 
success, which might fearlessly be set beside the Egyptian 
expedition of Cambysas. But it has come down to us in 
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a very different and totally fabulous shape. It is represented 
as not primarily an expedition against Thrace, but as an 
attempt to execute the mad project of incorporating the 
Scythians of the steppes of southern Eussia in the Persian 
empire. In this story, which is told with all the art of 
Herodotus, Thrace appears merely as the way to Scythia ; and 
the actual conquest of Thrace sinks into insignificance beside 
the ignominious failure of the Persian army to achieve the 
ultimate end of their wild enterprise, the conquest of Scythia. 
Darius, whose purpose is said to have been to take vengeance 
on the Scythians for their invasion of Media a hundred years 
before, dispatches the Greek fleet to the Ister simply for the 
purpose of throwing a bridge of boats across the river. His 
first idea was to break down the bridge when he had passed 
over and send the ships home ; but by the advice of a prudent 
Greek he changed his plan. He took a cord, in which he 
tied sixty knots, and said to the Greek captains : “ Untie one 
of these knots every day, and remain here and guard the 
bridge till they are all untied. If I have not returned at 
the end of that time, sail home ” The Greek historian 
Herodotus then conducts Darius with his vast host through 
the steppes of Scythia ‘‘ as it were through fairyland,” without 
any regard to the rivers which had to be crossed, the leagues 
■which had to be traversed, the want of supplies. He carries 
him to regions beyond the Don, and transjiorts the river 
Oaros, on which Darius built his forts, from the neighbourhood 
of tine Danube to the neighbourhood of the Maeotic sea ; 
placing this imaginary march of the Persians in the midst 
of a poetical picture of the Scythian folks and the Scythian 
land. In returning to the Danube the Persians found them- 
selves in sore straits, chased and harassed by the barbarians, 
and meanwhile the sixty days had passed. The loiiians 
waited at the river beyond the ordained time, and presently 
a band of Scythians arrived urging them to destroy the bridge, 
so that they might ensure the destruction of Darius and gain 
their own freedom. Miltiades the tyrant of the Chersonese 
strongly advocated the proposal of the Scythians, but the 
counter -arguments of Histiaeus of Miletus prevailed, for he 
pointed out that the power of the despots in the cities 
depended on the Persian domination. They pretended, however, 
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to fall in witli the Scythian proposal, and destroyed a part of 
the bridge on the northern side, so that the Scythians went 
their ways, satisfied that the retreat of Darius would be cut 
ofi'. A little later, Darius arrived in the dark hours of the 
night, and was filled with terror when he could discover no 
bridge. An Egyptian with a loud voice shouted the name 
'' Histiaeus ! ’V across the water, and Histiaeus, who was himself 
keeping guard, heard the cry, brought up his boats, and 
renewed the missing portion of the bridge. Thus Darius, 
after an ignominious retreat, was saved by the good offices 
of Histiaeus; whereas, if the advice of Miltiades had been 
adopted, the subse(.]^uent Persian invasion of Greece might 
never have taken place. 

Thus Greek imagination, inspired by Greek prcijudice, has 
changed a reasonable and successful enterprise into an insane 
and disastrous expedition ; and the transmutation was so skil- 
fully wrought that the fiction was taken for history until the 
other day. 

Sect. 6. The Ionic Eevolt against Persia 

The Persian conquest of Thrace and Macedonia was a step, 
though there is no reason for supposing it an intentional step, 
towards a Persian attempt to conquer Greece. The attempt 
on Greece was not made till more than twenty years later; 
and for the first twelve years after the return of Darius from 
Thrace, nothing occurred which seemed likely to bring on 
a great struggle betw’'een Asiatic autocracy and European 
ireedoin. Hippias, the banished tyrant of Athens, repaired 
to Sardis and tried to induce the satrap Artaphernes to aid 
him in recovering his power. Artaphernes went so far as to 
threaten the Athenians ; envoys from Sardis said at Athens : 

Take back Hippias, if you look for safety.” But he did 
iiotiiiug to enforce his menace. 

It was in consequence of events in which Hippias had no 
part that the expedition of the Persians against Athens was 
at last iindertaken. The condition of jiolitics in the island of 
Haxos led indirectly to an insurrection of the subject Greeks 
against the Persian power; and the part which Athens 
and other (Jreek cities played in connexion with this revolt 
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was the proximate cause of the Persian expeditions against 
G-reece. 

In return for services rendered during the Thracian ex- 
pedition Histiaeus of Miletus was rewarded by Darius with 
a boon of his own requesting. He asked for MyrciniiSj 
a town with fertile land on the lower Strymoii — near the 
place where the famous Amphipolis was to be built at a 
later date — where he desired to found a colony. He seems 
to have accompanied Megabazus in his western march, and he 
set to work to fortify the place at once. Myreinus wars in 
the neighbourhood of silver-mines, and there was abundance 
of wood suitable for shipbuilding. The Persian general 
thought it would be impolitic to allow a Greek colony to be 
planted in such a position, and communicated his views to 
the king who wms still at Sardis ; and Darius sending for 
Histiaeus, on the plea that he was a friend whose company 
was indispensable, carried him off to Susa, with the full 
purpose of never allowing him to return to the Aegean. Thus 
the schemes of Histiaeus were cut short, and he spent twelve 
years in regrets at the court of Susa before he had an 
opportunity of resuming his connexion with the politics of 
the Aegean. 

Miletus was governed by his son-in-law Aristagoras, a man 
whose ability fell short of his ambition, but famous in history as 
the originator of the revolt of the Ionian Greeks. To this man 
came a number of Haxian oligarchs, who had been expelled from 
their city by a democratic rising, begging for help to put down 
tlie people and gain possession of the populous and wealthy 
island. Aristagoras discerned in the request a means for his 
own aggrandisement ; but without Persian assistance the enter- 
prise did not seem feasible. He therefore went up to Sardis, 
and unfolded to Artaphernes a project of reducing all the 
Cyclades and then perhaps Euboea itself, a project of which 
the occupation of ISTaxos was to be the first step. Artaphernes 
readily entered into the plan, the consent of Darius was 
obtained, and 200 ships under the command of Megabates 
were placed at the disposal of the Milesian. There is little 
doubt that the enterprise would have been entirely successful 
but for a quarrel between Aristagoras and Megabates. Tlie 
Persian admiral spitefully warned the Naxians of the approach- 
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ing ciaBger ; the islanders made such effectual preparations 
that they stood a siege of four months, and, as there was then 
no likelihood of reducing the city, the fleet returned to Ionia, 

This failure was fatal to the prospects of Aristagoras, He 
had wasted Persian money, forfeited the confidence of ilrta- 
phernes, and made a powerful enemy in Megabates. He 
resolved to retrieve his fortunes by inciting a revolt of the 499 s.r. 
Asiatic Greeks against the Persian powder. 

The story was that his father-in-law Histiaeus, weary of ivas 
his long exile beyond the Tigris, instigated Aristagoras to this 
step, by a secret message branded on the head of a faithful 5^ //«.' /<:>// 
slave. This messvage is said to have reached Aristagoras just 
at the moment when he was meditating a rebellion and to 
have decided liini. The motive of Histiaeus in desiring tlie 
revolt is supposed to have been the conviction that Darius 
would send him down to Ionia to restore order. But the 
story sounds improbable. Histiaeus, detained at Susa because 
he was already deemed dangerous to Persian interests in the 
Aegean, would rather have had reason to fear that a revolt 
promoted by his son-in-law would prove fatal to his credit 
with Darius. It was a surprising thing that Darius was 
afterwards induced to send down such, a near relative of 
Aristagoras, and we may suspect that the story that Histiaeus 
instigated the rebellion wuxs suggested hy his subsecpient con- 
duct — possibly even invented by himself. 

There were the seeds of revolt in Ionia, wdiich only needed 
kindling to burst into flame. It would be a superficial view 
to suppose that the rebellion was due to the andxition of 
Greek despots. On the contraiy, its indispensable coiiditioii 
was the widespread hatred of a despotic constitution, wliicli 
smouldered in the cities ; and the despotic constitutions were 
part of the Persian system. An ambitious despot was indeed 
the means of calling this feeling into action; but in order to 
do so he had first to cease to be a despot. 

The initial step in promoting the rebellion was to set up 
democracies in the Greek States and drive out the tyrants. 
Aristagoras himself resigned his positio.n in Miletus, and in, 
most cases the change seeiiis to have been accomplished without 
tile shedding of blood. Mytilene. was an exception ; there tlie 
tyrant had earned such deep hatred that he was stoned to deatli. 
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The next step was to obtain help from free Greece against 
the Persian i)Owei\ Aristagoras undertook the mission. He 
went first to Sparta, but the Spartans refused to send help 
to free Ionia from Persian oppression, even as they had before 
refused to aid her against Persian invasion. In later days a 
delightful story was told of his visit. He went to king 
Cleomenes and showed him a map of the earth, graven on 
bronze, displaying the countries of the known world, the seas, 
and the rivers. Cleomenes had never seen a map before, and 
the plausible Ionian tried to convince him that Sparta ought 
to aspire to the conquest of the Persian empire. Cleoinenes 
was impressed, but deferred his reply till the third day, and 
then asked Aristagoras the distance from Ionia to Susa. 
“ Three months,” said Aristagoras off his guard, and he would 
have described the road, but the king cut him short with the 
command, Begone from Sparta, Milesian stranger, before the 
sun sets.” Aristagoras made yet another attempt. Entering 
the house of GTeomeiies as a suppliant, he sought to bribe him. 
Beginning wdth ten talents, he gradually raised his offers till 
he reached fifty. Then Gorge, the king’s daughter, a child 
of eight or nine years, cried out, ''Eather, the stranger will 
corrupt you ” ; and moved by her words Cleomenes left the 
room. 

The Milesian stranger fared better at Athens and Eretria. 
Both these cities sent succour; Athens twenty ships — ships, 
says Herodotus, with the solemnity due to the historical 
significance of the moment, '' which were the beginning of ills 
between Greeks and barbarians.” 

The prospects of success seemed unfavourable to those who 
were acquainted with the vast resources of the Persian empire. 
When Aristagoras consulted Avitli the men of leading at 
Miletus, the geographer Plecataeus had tried to dissuade him. 
Seeing that Aristagoras and the others had made up their 
minds and disparaged his arguments, Hecataeus gave a second- 
best counsel : '' If you do revolt, seize the treasure of the 
temple of Apollo at Didyma, and become masters of the sea ; 
for if you do not, the enemy will.” But the advice was not 
taken. 

It would seem that the Persians had already laid siege to 
Miletus, when Aristagoras, Avith his Athenian and Eretrian 
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allies, marclied up to Sardis. His object was to force the arrcks 
enemy to raise the siege of Miletus. The G-reeks took Sardis, 
but they did not take the citadel. While they were there, a 
fire broke out and the town was burned to the ground. The 
Greeks left the smoking ruins and marched back to the 
coast ; but near Ephesus they were met by a Persian foi*ce — 
probably a force which had been engaged at Miletus — and 
defeated. The Athenians straightway returned home ; and 
with this battle the part played by Athens in the Ionic revolt 
comes to an end. But the brief episode was to bring serious 
consequences upon her in the future. The burning of Sardis ' 
was important, not so much for the course of the revolt itself 
as for what the revolt was to lead to. It irrevocably corn- 
promised two states of European Greece in the eyes of Persia. 

The story is that Darius, being told that Athenians had helped a neck of e of 
to burn Sardis, asked, ''The Athenians — who are they ? ’’ lie 
then called for a bow, and shooting an arrow into the air, 
invoked heaven, that it might be given to him to punish the 
Athenians. Moreover he bade one of his slaves to say to 
him three times at dinner, " Sire, remember the Athenians.” 

The story has no historical value, but it has artistic significance 
in the narrative of Herodotus. The historian (as has been 
well observed) marks, by the significant word and act, that he 
has entered on a new phase of his great subject, the strife 
between Greeks and barbarians. 

The revolt extended southwards to Caria and to Cyprus, The remii 
northwards to the Proi^ontis. The lonians won a victory by 
sea off the Pamphylian coast. If any successes were to be 
achieved in the region of the Propontis, it was necessary first 
to inflict a check on the Persian navy, to which, otherwise, 
while the Ionian ships were operating in the north, Ionia 
itself would have been exposed. In Cyprus all the cities ( 499-8 
except ilmathus threw off the Persian yoke, and a Phoenician 
fleet, which else might liave been sent to the Aegean, was 
. occupied with the recovery of the island. The Heliespontine ( 498-7 
towns were also subdued. In Caria the insui’gents, after 
suifering two serious defeats, succeeded in destroying a Persian 
army. 

But xlristagoras was a man of slight spirit, not meant ^7 
nature to be the leader of such a movement. Seeing that 
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Persia prospered in dealing with the rebellion, he despaired of 
his cause and fled to Myrcinus in Thrace. It is said that he 
called a meeting of his adherents, to decide what they slioiikl 
do and whither they should flee. In that assembly it was 
proposed to sail to the distant shores of Sardinia ; and here 
again Hecataeus is related to have offered advice, which Arista- 
goras and his friends rejected — the establishment of a fortress 
in the neighbouring island of Leros, from which, if fortune 
favoured, they might easily return to Miletus. Aristagoras 
soon met his fate at the siege of a Thracian town. His death 
did not affect the course of the rebellion, in which he had 
pilayed a sorry part. He has hardly left the stage when his 
father-in-law appears ; but the role of Plistiaeiis is even less 
important than that of Aristagoras. This adventurer per- 
suaded, or professed that he had persuaded, Darius to send 
him down to the coast, by promising to suppress the insiirrec- 
tion before he changed his tunic, and to annex Sardinia to the 
dominion of the Great King. This promise of Histiaeus, 
though it may not be true to fact, is thoroughly characteristic 
of the Greek adventurers of that time, deceiving themselves 
and others with speculations on the remote island of Sardinia. 
When he came down to Sardis, Histiaeus found that he was 
deeply suspected by the satrap Artaphernes, and feeling him- 
self unsafe he fled to Chios. There he embraced the cause 
of the rebels, asserting that he had instigated the revolt, and 
perhaps spreading the famous story of the message written on 
the slave’s head. Having obtained some ships from Lesbos 
he adopted the congenial business of piracy, occupying Byzan- 
tium and seizing the ships that attempted to pass the straits, 
as long as the revolt lasted. In the end he was taken prisoner 
and crucified by Artaphernes. 

The main and decisive event of the war was the siege of 
Miletus, on which the Persians at length concentrated all their 
efforts. The town was blockaded by the scpiadron of 600 
ships which had just reduced Cyprus. The Greek fleet was 
stationed off the island of Lade. It is said to have numbered 
353 ships, but they were ill disci]3lined, and the contingents 
were not united under a siiigle eoinmand, nor animated by a 
common spirit. In the battle which ensued, the Lesbians and 
Samians deserted; the men of Chios fouglit splendidly, but 
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tliey were too few. Miletus was then taken by vStonn ; the 
men were slain and the women and children sent up to Susa. 

The temple of Apollo at Didyma, one of the chief oracular TiuFr <if 
sanctuaries of the Greek world, was surrendered by the Bran- 
chidae, its hereditary priests, and was burnt down. Some of 
the statues which adorned the Sacred Way leading to the 
temple have partially survived. They are of great interest to 
the student of sculpture, but one of them is of interest also 
to the historian. It is a statue of Chares of Teichiussa, who Chares. 
was doubtless a tyrant set up in that city by Darius, and tliiis 
it is a monument of the Persian domination in Ionia, We 
may suspect that the burning of Apollo’s shrine was not .lcu,' 
approved of by Darius himself. The respect which the king 
of kings felt for the oracular god is attested in a letter of 
admonition which he addressed to a satrap of Ionia. The 
text of a Greek version of this letter is partly preserved on 
a stone, and records the remarkable testimony of the king 
that Apollo always ‘‘ told the truth to the Persians.” As for 
Miletus, it never regained its great prosperity ; its place as 
the leading city of Ionia was taken by Samos. 

"The capture of Miletus was followed by the reduction oi End of 
Caria, where the rebels had for a time prospered, and by the 
conquest of the islands. Presently the Phoenician navy 
appeared in the waters of the Hellespont ; and the attempt of 
eastern Greece to regain her independence was completely 
crushed. 

The enterprise had little chance of success, on account, not 
of incompetence or cowardice, but of the jealousies, divisions, 
and mutual distrust which hindered the most powerful (hoelc 
cities from acting heartily together. Ephesus seems to have 
taken almost no part in the rebellion. On the other hand it 
would he rash to say whether, if the lonians had worked 
together with the vigour of perfect loyalty and devotion to 
the common cause, the insurrection could have succeeded. It 
was easy for the historian Herodotus, who was unfriendly to 
tlie lonians, to condemn the enterprise as folly with the 
wisdom that comes after the event ; but it is to be remembered 
tluit Heeataeus, an Ionian himself, and one who played a part 
in tlie episode, judged the re%mlt unwise at the time it was 
planned. 
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Thongii the Athenians had withdrawn from the movement 
in Ionia at an early stage, the tidings of the fall of Miletus 
produced at Athens a deep feeling of disappointment and 
sympathy, which found expression some time afterwards in 
the punishment of Phrynichus, a tragic poet, who made the 
catastrophe of Miletus the theme of a drama. The Athenians 
fined him for having recalled to their minds tluir oivn mis- 
fortunes. But in the meantime there had been won for them, 
from the Persian, what was destined to become afterwards a 
lasting possession. Miltiades, the tyrant of the Chersonese, 
took no part in the revolt, but he availed himself of it to 
strike for his own hand and to seize the isles of Lemnos and 
’’ Imbros. When the revolt failed, feeling himself unsafe in 
the Chersonese, he fled to Athens. His son was captured by 
the Persians, but was kindly treated by Darius ; and this 
proves that Miltiades in his earlier career had been on friendly 
terms with Persia. At Athens he professed that he had 
conquered Lemnos and Imbros for her ; and, though these 
islands seem to have been reoccupied by the Persians for a 
time, they passed back under Athenian dorainioii. 

Sect. 7. Second and Thikd Eueopean Expeditions of 
Dapjus. Battle of Mabathon 

Having suppressed the rebellion, Persia had three things to 
do. Greek Asia was to be reorganised ; Persian Europe was 
to be reconquered; and those free Greek states which had 
made war on Persia and occupied Sardis were to be punished. 

Artaphernes caused the territories of the Ionian cities to 
be measured and surveyed, and regulated the tributes accord- 
ingly. It was also ordained that the cities should no longer 
have the right of making war upon one another. But there 
was more to be done. The revolt had taught Persia that the 
system of tyrannies did not answer ; and it wms now resolved 
to make an experiment of the opposite policy. The despots 
were abolished and democratic governments w^ere set up. The 
world may well have been surprised to see the great despotism 
of all favouring the institution of democracy ; it was a con- 
cession to the spirit of the Greeks, which reflects credit on the 
wisdom of Darius. 
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The king's son-in-law, Mardonius, was sent to reassert 
Persian supremacy in Thrace and Macedonia ; and tliroiigli f 
Macedonia he proposed to advance into Greece in order to ?v/ Mm'- 
punish the two cities which had helped the Ionian rebels. A 
fleet sailed along the coast and subdued the island of Thasos 
on its way. Thrace was reduced, and Macedonia, then under 
king Alexander, submitted — a submission which was to be 
avenged in distant days to come by a descendant and a name- 
sake. But the Greek expedition could not be carried out, 
since a disaster had befallen the fleet which was partly 
wrecked in a storm off the perilous promontory of Athos. 
Mardonius returned ; he had lost many ships, but he had 
fulfilled the more important parts of his task. 

But Darius was sternly resolved that Athens and Eretria Jhn'iifs' 
should not escape without chastisement. Their connexion 
wuth the burning of Sardis had deeply incensed him; it seemed 
an insult which the Great King's pride could not let pass 
iiiinoticed. Moreover Hippias, the banished tyrant, was at 
the court of Susa, urging an expedition against the city which 
had cast him out. It was decided that the new expedition 
should not be sent by way of Thrace and Macedonia, but 
should move straight across the Aegean sea. The cities of the 
Persian seaboard were commanded to equip warships and 
transports for cavalry, and heralds were sent to the chief 
cities of free Greece that were not at war with Persia, requir- 
ing the tokens of submission, earth and water. In most cases 
the tokens were given ; and among others by Aegiiia, the 
enemy of Athens. The command of the army was entrusted 
to Datis and Artaphernes, a nephew of Darius ; and they were 
accompanied by the aged tyrant Hippias, who hoped to rule 
once more over his native country. The armament — 600 
galleys strong, according to Herodotus- — setting sail from 
Samos, made first for Kaxos, the island where Aristagoras had 
feiiled. The inhabitants abandoned the city and lied up into 
the hills ; and the Persians burned the town. The sacred 
island of Delos was scrupiilously spared ; but soon after the 
I^ersiaiis had departed, it was shaken by an earthquake, and 
the iinwonterl event was noted as a sign of coming troubles. 

Having sailed from isle to isle, subduing the Cyclades, the 
fleet went np the channel between Euboea and Attica, and, 
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reducing Carystus by the way, reached the territory of Eretria. 
It is strange to find that Athens and Eretria had made no 
common preparations to meet a common danger. Eretria was 
severed from Attica only by a narrow water, and yet there 
was no joint action. Athens indeed directed the colonists 
whom she had settled in the territory of her dependency 
Chalcis to assist their Eretrian neighbours, but she sent no 
other help. We hear of sharp engagements outside the walls 
of the Euboean city, but within seven days it was delivered 
over to the invaders by the treachery of some leading burghers. 
The flames which consumed the temples of Eretria were a 
small set-off against the flames of Sardis. The inhabitants 
were enslaved. Of all the Greek towns which were involved 
ill the strife between Europe and Asia, none was more ill- 
fiited than Eretria. 

The Persian generals had accomplished the lesser half of 
their task ; it now remained to deal with the other city which 
had defied their king. Crossing over the strait they landed 
their army in the bay of Marathon. For the second time an 
exiled tyrant of Athens came down from Eretria to recover 
his power. The father had come, fifty years before, with but 
a few mercenaries ; the son came now with the forces of Asia. 
Yet so far as wdnning support at Athens was concerned, the 
foreign host was the weakest argument of Hippias. The house 
of the Pisistratids had many bitter enemies, but none was 
more latter than one who had also known what it was to rule 
as a tyrant, Miltiades, son of Cimon. We have seen how he 
returned from the Chersonese after the Ionic revolt. His 
enemies accused him of the crime of oppressive rule in the 
Chersonese, but he was acquitted by his fellow- citizens, to 
whom he liad brought the gift of Lemnos and Imbros. His 
hatred of the Pisistratids was natural ; they had put to death 
his father Cimon, celebrated as a victor in the Olympian 
chariot-race. It is not surprising that Miltiades, who was 
active as a party man, who was known to be a hot foe of the 
tyrants, who had probably more first-hand knowledge of the 
Persians than any other man at Athens, was chosen as the 
strategos of his tribe. He was the soul of the resistance wiiich 
Ills country now offered to the invader. 

Athens had changed much since Hip|)ias had been cast 
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Gilt, tliougli a generation had not passed. Athenian character »// 
had been developed under free democratical institutions. 
has been said that if the Athenians had not been radicall}^ 
different from their former selves Hippias would easily have 
recovered Athens. In other words, if the Persian invasion 
had happened twenty years sooner, the same stand would not 
have been made against it as Athens now made ; the liberty 
of Greece would have succumbed. But it was no mere 
accident that the blow had not been aimed twenty years 
sooner. The Persian invasion was brought about by the same 
political causes which enabled Athens to withstand it. Tlie 
Ionian G reeks would not have risen in revolt but for the 
growth of a strong sentiment against tyrannies, — the same 
cause which overthrew the Pisistratids ancjl created Mara- 
thonian Athens. On tlie other hand, if the Ionic revolt had 
broken out before the exjiulsion of Hippias, Athens would 
have taken no part in it, and the Persian invasion of Greece 
might not have followed. 

As the story is told by our historian, one would almost 
think that the enemy had already landed on Attic soil before 
the Athenians bethought tliemselves how they were to defend 
their city and their land. A fost runner was dispatched in /v/zp- 
hot haste to Lacedaemon to bear tlie news of the fall 
Eretria and the jeopard}^ of xlthens. The Lacedaemonians 
said tliat they would help Athens — they were bound to help 
a member of their league — but religious scruples forbade them 
to come at once; they must wait till the full moon had passed. 

But when the full moon had passed, it was too late. 

Tlie whole army of the Athenians may have numbered 
about 9000. The commander-in-chief was Callimachus, the cah - 
polemarcli of the year; and the grave duty of organising tliu 
defence rested upon him and the ten generals of the tribal 
regiments, who fojrmed a Council of War. Fortunately for 
Athens, Callimachus seems to have been willing to hearken to 
the counsels of Miltiades; and the joint authority of the pole- 
rnarch and the most influential general outweighed the scruples 
of their less adventurous colleagues. Tlie enemy had landed 
near ]\Iarathon and clearly intended to advance on unwalled 
Atliens by land and sea. The question was whether the 
Athenian army slioiild await their approach and give them 
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battle within sight and reach of the Acropolis, or should more 
boldly go forth to find them. This was a question which it 
devolved upon the Athenian people itself to decide. The 
hour when the Assembly met to deliberate on this question 
was the most fateful moment in the whole episode. Miltiades 
proposed that the army should march to Marathon and meet 
the Persians there. To have proposed and carried this decree 



is probably the greatest title of Miltiades to his immortal 
fame. But if the tyrants had not pulled down the city Avails, 
it would assuredly never have been carried. 

The plain of Marathon, stretching along a sickle-shaped 
line of coast, is girt on all other sides by the hills Avhich drop 
down from Pentelicus and Parnes. In the nGrtherii part, and 
on the extreme south, the soil is marshy, and the plain is 
cleft into tAvo halA^es by the path of a torrent coming down 
from the hills through the northern valley, in Avhicli the 
village of Marathon is situated. Two roads lead from Athens 
to Marathon. The main road, turning eastward, passes between 
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the mountains of Hymettiis and Pentelicus; and, traversing 
the deme of Pallene, skirting Mount Pentelicus, and then 
turning clue north when it reaches the coast, it enters the 
plain of Marathon from the south. The other road, whicii is 
somewhat shorter hut more difficult, continues northward, past 
the deme of Cephisia, and, running into the hills north of 
Pentelicus, finds two issues in the Marathonian plain. It 
divides into two paths which encircle the hill of Ivotroiii : the 
northern path goes on to Marathon and descends into the 
plain from the north along the hanks of the torrent; the other, 
passing by a sanctuary of Heracles, and descending the valley 
of Avlona, issues in the plain at its south-western corner, close 
to the village which is now called Vrana. 

Calliiiiachus took the northern road by Cephisia, and en- n 
camped in the valley of Avlona, not far from the shrine 
Heracles. The choice of tins admirable position was more 
than half the victory. The Athenians were themselves un- 
assailable, ill the lower valley, except at a great disadvantage ; 
and they commanded not only the mountain road by wliicli 
they had come, but also the main road and the southern gate 
of the plain; for the Persians in attempiting to reach that gate 
would be exposed to their flank attack. At this period Athens 
had accomplished strategists, and the brilliant campiaign against 
Boeotia and Clialcis, sixteen years before, has jirepared us for 
the ability which her commanders now displayed in the 
presence of a graver pieril. The Persians had encamped on Pemm. 
tlie north side of the torrent-bed, and their ships were riding 
at anchor beside them. It was to their interest to bring on a 
pitched battle in the plain as soon as possible. On the other 
hand, the Athenians had everything to gain by waiting in their 
impregnable position ; if they waited long enough they might 
hope for help from Sparta. Help from another quarter had 
already come. When they reached the sanctuary of Heracles 
they were joined by a band of 1000 Plataeans, who, in grati- 
tude for the protection of Athens against the Theban yoke, 
now came to help her in the hour of jeopardy. 

Some days passed, and then, as the Greeks remained im- 
movable, the Persians would wait no longer. Having embarked 
a part of the army, including the whole body of their cavalry, 
they made ready to move upon Athens by land and sea. The 
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land force must follow the main road by Pallene, and was 
therefore prepared for battle, in case the Greeks should attack 
them before they defiled from the plain. Another critical 
moment had come for the Athenians, but the polemarch and 
the generals had probably decided already what should be done 
when this contingency arose. That Miltiades, as before in the 
Assembly so now in the camp, urged the boldest course, we 
may well believe ; but the supreme direction belonged to the 
polemarch, and he decided to attack the enemy as they marched 
southward. 

Callimachus, whether he acted of his own wit or by the 
. counsel of others, showed now’- a skill in tactics as consummate 
as the skill in strategy wdiich we have already witnessed. Out- 
numbered by the foe, if the Athenian line had formed itself in 
ecpial depth throughout, it would have swept the Persian centre 
into the sea, but then it would have been caught in a trap, 
between the sea and ships on one side and the Persian wings, 
which would have closed in, on the other. Accordingly Calli- 
machus made his own centre long and shallow, so that it 
would cover the whole Persian centre, while his wings of the 
normal depth would be opposed to the wings of the enemy. 
Batik of The long Persian line crossed the bed of the torrent and 
{c! Aitg[ 10 advanced along the shore. A large portion was detached to 
or Sept 9). mask the Greek position — a precaution which wars dictated by 
elementary principles of strategy, in order either to prevent or 
to repel a flank attack. With these troops to cover them, the 
rest of the host might march securely past. The Greek army 
iiad perhaps already appeared in the recess of the hills at the 
mouth, of the valley of Avloiia. Callimachus himself led the 
right wing; the Plataean allies were posted on the extreme 
left. Among those wdio fought for their country on this day 
we must notice one who, though he held no post of command, 
was destined to hold a greater place in Athenian history than 
any of Ihs fellow- warriors, Themistocles, the son of Neocles, who 
fought in the regiment of the Leontid tribe. Another of world- 
wide fame, Aeschylus the tragic poet, also bore shield and spear, 
and charged the Medes, on this memorable day. When the 
Greeks drew near to the line of the enemy, they were met by 
volleys of arrows from the eastern archers, and to escape this 
danger they advanced at a run into close quarters. The 
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hoplites did not fail the generals ; their valour secured tiie 
victory which masterly strategy and tactics had prepared. All 
fell out as had been foreseen. The Athenian centre was driven 
back towards the hills by the enemy’s centre, where the best 
troops, including the Persians themselves, were stationed; but 
the Athenian wings completely routed the wings of their foe. 

Then, closing in — and leaving the vanquislied to reacli their 
ships if they could — they turned upon the victorious Persians, 
who were following the retreating Greek centre. Here again 
they were utterly victorious, breaking up the array of the 
eneniy and pursuing them in confusion to the shore, where all 
who escaped the sword were picked up by the ships. Only a 
portion of the Persian army had been engaged ; the main bodj" 
dou]}tless em]:)arked as soon as they saw the first signs of tlie 
disruption of the force on whicii they had relied to cover them 
from the enemy. 

It was nob a long battle. The Athenian loss was small, 

192 slain; and the Persian loss was reckoned at about 6400, 
a number whose very moderation stamps it as probably near 
the truth. Datis and Artaphernes had still an immense host, 
which might retrieve the fortune of the campaign ; Athens 
was not yet out of danger. The Persian squadron sailed down 
the straits and rounded Gape Simiimi, while the victorious 
army, leaving one regiment on the field of their triumph to 
guard the slain and the spoils, marched back to defend Athens. 

They halted outside the city near the shrine of Heracles in 
Cynosarges, on the banks of the llisus, and they beheld the 
fleet of the enemy riding off Phaleron, But it did not ynt P/!, 
into shore, and presently the whole squadron began to dra,.v' 
out to sea. Datis had abandoned bis enterprise, l^erhaps he 
had sailed within sight of Athens only on the chance of tind- 
iiig it undefended ; and, when he saw that the army was there, 
sliranlv from aiiother conflict with the hoplites. But a Sparluii Arne^^./ 
army, 2000 strong, earmot have been far from Athens now ; 
it had set out on the day after the full moon, and it reached 
Atliens soon after the battle. We may guess that tidings of 
the a]>proaeh of the Spartans, if not their actual presence, laid 
something to do with the sudden departure of the invaders, who, 
though they had received an unlookerlAor check, had not en- 
dured an overwhehiiiiig, defeat. ■ 
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The Spartans arrived too late for the battle. They visited 
the field desiring to gaze upon the Persian corpses, and departed 
home praising the exploit of the Athenians. The scene of the 
f battle is still marked by the mound which the Athenians raised 
over their own dead ; Callimachus was buried there, and Cyiie- 
girus (a brother of the poet Aeschylus), who was said to have 
seized a Persian galley and held it until his arm was severed 
by an axe. Legend grew up quickly round the battle, and 
there was no historian to record at the time what had actually 
liappened ; so that, when a generation had passed, the facts 
were partly forgotten, and partly transfigured. Three motives 
were at work in this transfiguration : the love of the marvellous, 
the vanity of the Athenians, and the desire of his family to 
exalt the services of Miltiades. Gods and heroes fought for 
Athens, ghostly warriors moved among the ranks. The panic 
terror of the Persians at the Greek charge was ascribed to Pan, 
and the worship of this god was revived in a cave consecrated 
to him under the north-west slope of the Acropolis. Out of 
this grew a story which added a charming incident to the 
chain of Marathonian memories. The fast runner Philippides, 
speeding through Arcadia on his way to seek Spartan help, had 
been accosted by Pan himself, who had asked why the Athenians 
neglected his worship, and promised them favours in the future. 
But the supernatural can easily be allowed for. It was more 
serious that the extraordinarily brilliant strategy and tactics, 
to which the success was chiefly due, should have faded out of 
the story, and that Marathon should have been regarded as 
entirely a soldiers’ battle. It was soberly asserted and believed 
that those wonderful warriors had taken their enemy aback by 
advancing against them for a whole mile at a run. Miltiades, 
who was doubtless the heart and soul of the campaign, was 
raised by the Marathonian myth to be the cornmander-iii-chief 
on the day of battle; and it was explained that the chief com- 
mand each day devolved upon the generals in rotation. This 
was an arrangement which came into force a few years later, 
when the polemarch lost his importance; but it supplied the 
legend with a ready means of setting asicle Callimachus in 
favour of Miltiades. We need not follow the mytli fiirther. 
The battle of Marathon was caught up into a cloud of glory, 
which obscured the truth of the events ; and historical criticism 
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has been able to rescue only the barest outline. Callirnaclms 
ill particular received less than his due, overshadowed by the 
fame of Miltiades ; and it is interesting to find that there was 
at least a stone in Athens — set up perhaps by his son — which 
recorded the services of the polemareh of the Athenians ’’ in 
the struggle with the Modes. A few precious words have 
been preserved. 

One mysterious incident connected with the battle must lie nejfa^h- 
iiuiiibered among those historical puzzles which have never been 
cleared up. “ When the Persians were already in their sliips,” 
a shield was flashed, as a signal to them, on the summit 
Pentelicus. Who held up the shield, and what did the signal 
mean? The popular explanation, in later days, was tliat it 
invited the Persians to sail straight for Athens, and the enemies 
of the Alcmaeonids said that they were the treacherous authors 
of the signal. Herodotus doubted the explanation, but lie was 
convinced that the flashing of the shield was a welhattested 
fact. 

In the holiest place of Greece, in the sanctuary of Delphi The 
itself, have been found in recent years remains of the noblest 
monument of the victory of Marathon. Out of the Persian JNjNi. 
spoils, the Athenians built a little Doric treasure-house of 
marble from their own Pentelic quarries. It seems to have 
been a gem of architecture, worthy of the severe grace of the 
sculptured reliefs which ran round the inside of the building 
and have been safely preserved under its ruins. The sculptures 
represent the deeds of Theseus and of Heracles, and tlie battle 
of the gods and giants. 

The descendants of the Marathonian warriors derived perhaps Nduee of 
their most vivid idea of the combat from a picture of it which 
was painted about a quarter of a century later — one of the 
t famous battle-pictures in the Portico of Frescoes in tlie market - ' 
place. In one scene the Athenians and Plataeans advanced 
against the trow^sered barbarians; in a second the l^ersiaus in 
their flight pushed each other into the marsh; and in the last, 
the Phoenician ships were portrayed and the Greeks slaying 
the foemen who were striving to reach the ships. Callimachus, 
Miltiades, Datis and Artaphernes, Cynegirus seizing the prow 
of a ship, could all be recognised ; and Theseus, who wa,s 
believed to have given phantom aid to the warriors, seemed to 
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rise out of the earth. High above the raging strife, the artist 
— Micoii was his name — showed the gods and goddesses as 
they surveyed, from the tranquillity of .Olympus, the prowess 
of their Greeks smiting the profane destroyers of the holy 
places of Eretria. 

The significance of the victory of Marathon, as a triumph 
for Athens, for Greece, for Europe, cannot be gainsaid ; but we 
must take care not to misapprehend its meaning for Greece and 
for Athens herself. That significance is unmistakable even if 
we minimise the immediate peril which was averted. The 
Asiatic invader had perhaps not yet come to annex ; he had 
come only to chastise ; it was enough for him if the rest of 
the Greeks looked on with respectful a-we, while he meted out 
tlieir doom to the two offending cities. His wmrk in Euboea 
had been purely a work of demolition ; he had not sought to 
annex territory or add a satrapy to the Persian dominion. The 
Cyclad islands and Carystus had indeed been compelled to 
submit to the formal authority of the Great King ; but it is 
not proved that Darius thought of reducing the western coasts 
of the Aegean to the subject condition of Ionia. Thus the 
danger which menaced Athens may not have been direct sub- 
jection to an Asiatic despot. Kor was she threatened by the 
doom of destruction and slavery which befell Eretria. The 
Persian army had come to restore Hippias ; and assuredly 
Darius did not purpose to restore his friend to a city of 
smouldering temples. The Athenians would be condemned to 
bow beneath the jmke of their own tyrant ; they would not 
become, like their Eretrian fellows, the bondmen of a barbarian 
master. To be delivered over to an aged despot, thirsting for 
power and vengeance, embittered by twenty years of weary 
exile, — this was the punishment of the Athenians, and this 
was the fate which they escaped by their valour on the field * 
of .Marathon. If they had lost that battle and the rule of tlie 
Pisistratids had been restored, the work of twenty years ago 
wT)uld have had to he clone again ; hut that it would have been 
done again there can hardly be a doubt. The defeat of the 
Athenians would have arrested, it would not have closed, their 
development. It might even be argued that it would have 
saved Greece the terrible trial of the later Persian Invasion : if 
that invasion was undertaken solely to wipe out the ignominy 


Vi 


THE ADVANCE OF PERSIA TO THE AEGEAN 27S 


of the repulse at Marathon. Probably, if Datis had been 
victorious, the subsequent attempt of Persia to conquer Oreece 
would have assumed a different shape. But the attempt would 
assuredly have been made. The history of the world does not 
depend on proximate causes. The clash of Greece and Persia, 
the efibrt of Persia to expand at the cost of Greece, were inevit- 
able. Prom the higher point of view it was not a question of 
vengeance; where Darius stopped, the successors of Darius 
w'oiild undoubtedly go on. The success of Marathon inspirited 
Greece to withstand the later and greater invasion; but the 
chief coiisequeiice was the eifect whicli it wrought upon the 
spirit of Athens herself. The enormous prestige which slie 
won by the single-handed victory over the host of the Great 
King gave her new self-confidence and ambition ; history seeiried 
to have set a splendid seal on her democracy ; she felt that slie 
could trust her constitution and that she might lift her head as 
high as any state in Hellas. The Athenians always looked back 
to Marathon as marking an epoch. It w^as as if on that day 
the gods had said to them, Go on and prosper. 

The great battle immortalised Miltiades ; but his latter end 
was not good. His services at Marathon could not fail to gain 
for him increased influence and respect at Athens. His fellow- Expedition 
citizens granted him, on his own proposal, a commission to 
attack the island of Paros. For the Parians had furnislied a 
trireme to the armament of Datis, and had thereby made war 
upon Athens. Miltiades besieged the city of Paros for twenty- 
six days but without success, and then returned home wuiunded. 

The failure was imputed to criminal conduct of the general ; 
his enemies, jealous of his exploits in the Marathonian campaign, 
accused him of deceiving the people ; and he wvis fined fifty 
talents, a heavy fine. It is not known what his alleged wrong- 
doing was ; but afterwaards, when the legend of Miltiades grew 
and the part wdiicli he played in the campaign of Marathon was 
undiily magnified, it was foolishly said that he persuaded the 
Athenians to entrust the fleet to him, promising to take them 
to a land of gold, and that he deceived them by assailing Paros 
to gratify a private revenge. At Paros itself, in the temple of 
Demeter, the tale was told that, when the siege seemed hope- 
less, he eorrupt-ed a priestess of the goddess, named Time, and 
that, eoniing to meet her in a sanctuary to which only women 
VOL. I T 
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were admitted, he was seized with panic and in his flight, 
leaping the fence of the precinct, hurt his leg. Certain it is 
that he returned wounded to Athens, however he came by the 
liisdudh. chance; appeared on a couch at his trial; and died soon after 
his condemnation. 

Sect. 8. Struggle of Athens and Aegina 

Mosimtyof At this time Aegina was the strongest naval power in the 
AeffiM j^egean. Hostile feeling had long been the rule between her 

nftcHs, ancl Athens, and soon after the fall of the Pisistratids the 

506 1 S.C. Pad been involved in the quarrel between Athens and 

Thebes. Legend said that the nymphs Aegina and Theba were 
sisters ; but it was more than sisterly sympathy which drove 

(ToXe/tos Aegina to declare a state of standing war — a war without 

herald, as the Greeks called it — against her continental neigh- 
bour. Her ships ravaged Phaleron and the Attic coast. It 
was to be expected that Aegina would side with the Persian 
when he sailed against her foe, and would cordially desire the 
humiliation of Athens. The Athenians had some reason to 
fear that she would give the invader not only her goodwill 
Api>e<d 0 / but her active help. Accordingly, the Athenians sought the 
s w"* intervention of Sparta, complaining that Aegina was medizing 
and betraying Greece out of enmity to Athens. The complaint 
was listened to at Sparta, and king Cleomenes, proceeding to 
comxhm of Aegina, seized ten hostages and deposited them with the 
AoffUa ' j^tiienians. By this means the hands of Aegina were tied ; 
isfac'.). she was hindered from lending help to the Persians or hamper- 
ing the men of Athens in their preparations to meet the 
invaders. 

This appeal of Athens to Sparta to interfere ancl exercise 
coercion in the common interests of Hellas, and the implied 
recognition of Sparta as the leading power, has been supposed 
to mark a climax in that feeling of deference towards her 
which had been growing up both within and without Greece. 
The episode has been described as “ the first direct and positive 
historical manifestation of Hellas as an aggregate body with 
Sparta as its chief.” This description is an exaggeration; for 
we must not lose sight of the fact— which is too often forgotten, 
and which Athens took pains to forget— that Athens was, like 
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Aegina., a member of the Peloponnesian league, and the appeal 
to the head of the league was therefore a matter of course. 

The prestige of Sparta had indeed been confirmed and in- DcEat of 
creased by a decisive victory which she had won a few years 
before OA^-er her old rival Argos. The battle was fought at 4941^.0. 
Sepeia, near the hill of Tiryns. According to the story, the 
Argive generals acted with extraordinary folly and were easily 
overreached by Oleomenes. They listened for the commands 
which the herald proclaimed to the army of their enemies, and 
then issued those same coimnands to their own men. Learn- 
ing this, Cleornenes gaA^e secret orders that, when the herald 
gave the word for dinner, the soldiers should pay no heed but 
stand prepared for battle. The Argives dined in accordance 
with the command of the Spartan herald, and were im- 
mediately fallen upon and destroyed by their enemies. The 
disaster lamed the power of Argos for more than twenty 
years. 

The episode of the hostages of Aegina brought to a final Feud of the 
issue the great scandal of Sparta, the bitter feud of her two 
kings, Cleornenes and Demaratus. King Deinaratiis entered 
into a private compact with the Aeginetans to thwart the 
intervention of king Cleornenes. Accordingly Cleoineiies in- 
cited Leotychidas, the next heir of the Eurypontid line to 
which Demaratus belonged, to challenge the legitimacy of his 
rivars birth. A trial was held ; a curious story touching the 
birth of Demaratus was manufactured and attested ; and an 
oracle came from Delphi, declaring that Demaratus was not 
the son of his reputed father. Leotychidas consequently 
became king ; Demaratus fled to the court of Darius — refuge 
of falieii potentates — where as the friend of medizing Aegiiiii 
he found a good reception. Then Cleornenes and his new 
colleague Aveiit to Aegina and seized the hostages. 

But the means Avhich Cleornenes used to ruin Demaratus Fde (f 
recoiled upon himself. It was discovered that he had tampercal 
with the Pythian priestess at Delphi to bring about tlie de- 
tlinmemeiit of his enemy, and fearing the public indignation 
at this disclosure lie fled first to Thessaly and then retiuiicd 
as far as Arcadia, wliere he conspired against his country. The 
KSpartaii government deemed it politic to invite him to retiiin, 
and he accepted their offer of pardon. But his adventures had 
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iinliinged liis mind ; lie became a violent madman, striking with 
his stick every one who approached, and his kinsfolk placed 
him in chains under the guard of a Helot. One day, having 
[;^c. 4S9 forced his keeper by means of threats to give him a sword, he 
wounded himself horribly and died. 

Such was the curiously inglorious end of king Cleomenes, 
who, if he had not been a Spartan, might have been one of 
the greater figures in Grecian history. But his ambition was 
cabined and bis abilities hampered by the Spartan system : 
whenever, if left to himself he might have pursued an effective- 
policy, he was checked by the other king or the Ephorate. On 
important occasions during his life, Sparta was called upon to 
take action in foreign affairs : and on each occasion we find 
that the policy of Cleornehes falls short of the mark owing to 
the opposition of his royal colleague. Even as it is, he domi- 
nates in Spartan history for more than twenty years. 

War of After his death, the Aeginetans sent envoys to Sparta, cle- 
niaiiding the restoration of the hostages whom he and the other 
king Leotychidas had delivered over to Athens. Leotychidas had 
been the accomplice of Cleomenes in deposing Demaratus, and 
was consequently at this time under the shadow of public dis- 
pleasure. The Spartans were ready, it is said, to hand him 
over to the Aeginetans as a prisoner, but the envoys preferred 
to ask that he should go with them to Athens and compass 
the restoration of the hostages. The Athenians flatly refused 
487 B.o. the demand. Aegina resorted to reprisals, and a war broke out. 

It began with the conspiracy of an Aeginetan citizen, named 
HiccKlromus, who undertook with the help of Athens to over- 
throw the oligarchical government of his city. His plan failed 
because the Athenians came a day too late. The delay was due 
to the necessity of increasing their squadron of fifty triremes 
by a loan of twenty more from Corinth. These ships gained a 
victory and landed troops on the island to besiege the town. 
But the Aeginetans on their side obtained some troops from 
Argos, and overcame the Athenians. This defeat caused disorder 
in the fleet, which was then attacked and routed by the islanders. 
But the double repulse was not decisive, and warfare was 
protracted between the two cities by desultory pliindeiing 
raids on their respective coasts. The necessity of protecting 
Attica from Aeginetan depredations, the ainbition perhaps of 
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iiltiiiiately reducing Aegina to subjection or insignificauce, 
sensibly accelerated the conversion of Athens into a naval 
power. , 

Sect. 9. Growth of the Athenian Democracy 

The Athenian constitution underwent several important 
modifications in the course of the twenty years which followed 
its reform by Gleisthenes ; and there is reason for thinking 
that some of the changes which tradition ascribed to Clei- 
sthenes were really not introduced hy him. Under his scheme, 
tlie power of the archons remained very great; they were /// 
usually men deliberately elected for their ability ; and if 
Council of Cleistlienes was a check upon them, they also were ' 

a check upon it. The natural development of things was to 
strengthen the Council and weaken the magistrates. And a,t 
length, some years after Marathon, this step was taken l}y 
means of a change in the mode of appointment. Hence- 487-6 b.c?. 
forward they wmre appointed by lot. Five hundred men were 
elected by the denies — in the same wmy in which the Council 
itself was elected — and out of this body of five hundred the 
nine archons were taken by lot. The result of any system of 
lot in the appointment to offices is to secure average honesty 
and exclude more than average ability. Henceforward the 
chances against any proiiiineiit statesmen holding the office of 
chief archon are five hundred to one. It is obvious that the 
political importance of the chief magistracy now disappears. 

It is also obvious that a po^emarch appointed by lot could no TRumvch 
longer hold the post of commander-in-chief. That post must 
pass to those wdio were deliberately picked out as competent 
to hold it. The powers of the p^olemarch were therefore vested, 
not ill a new officer, but in the body of the ten Generals wdio 
^vero hitherto elected each by his own tribe. Either now or 
not many years later a reform was introduced by which the 
wliole people elected the Gleneials, but they endeavoured so 
far a,s possible to choose one from each tribe, and we know no 
instance in which the same tribe was .represented by more 
than two. The evil of a divided authority was at first 
obviated by giving each General supreme command for a 
day— ail experiimmt which Ao our. modern, notions seems 
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almost childish. Eoutine business in time of peace might 
be transacted on such a system ; but a daily change of com- 
mand in time of war was naturally doomed to failure. There 
is no reason to supi 30 se that it ever became the practice at 
the election of the Generals to assign to one of the ten a 
position of supreme authority over all his colleagues during 
their whole term of office. That would have been a reinstitu- 
tion of the polemarch in another form. The danger of a 
divided command was avoided by a simpler expedient. When- 
ever the people voted a military or naval expedition, they 
decreed which of the Generals should conduct it, and assigned 
a position of leadership or presidency to one of those whom 
they chose. But this superior command was limited to the 
conduct of the particular expedition; and the G-eneral to whom 
it was assigned exercised it only over those of his colleagues 
who were specially associated with him. 

We have no record touching the attitude of Gleisthenes to 
the venerable council of the Areopagus, nor do we hear any- 
thing about that body for a generation after the fall of the 
Pisistratids. But a new institution was originated during this 
period which weakened the position of the Areopagus by de- 
priving it of its most important political function — that of 
guarding the constitution and protecting the state against the 
danger of a tyranny. The institution of ostracism is tradi- 
tionally ascribed to Gleisthenes, but it was not made use of 
till two years after the battle of Marathon. The ordinance of 
the OstraMsmos was that in the sixth prytany of each civil 
year the question should be laid before the Assembly of the 
people whether they willed that an ostracism should be held 
or not. If they voted in the affirmative, then an extraordinary 
Assembly was summoned in the market-place in the eighth 
])rytany. The citizens were grouped in tribes, and each citizen 
]}laced in an urn a potsherd {ostralwn) inscribed with the 
name of the person whom he desired to be “ ostracized.” 
The voting was not valid unless 6000 votes at least were 
given, and whoever had most ostraka against him was con- 
demned to leave Attica within ten days and not set foot in it 
again for ten years. He was allowed, however, to retain his 
property, and remained an Athenian citizen. 

By this institution the duty of guarding against the danger- 


VI 


the advance of PERSIA TO THE AEGEAN 279 

ous ambitions of influential citizens v.as transferred from tbe 
mtemal council of the Areopagus to the sovereign people 
itself^ If this clumsy and, it must he owned, “ 

stitution was established by Gleisthenes, it would 

for about fifteen years tbe 2 

mqke use of it, though it is stated that the chief p'l®*!. ; 

Gleisthenes was to banish a relation of ^ gjp p^^cbus 

parohus the son of Charnius. An. in _ Hint was ever 

had espausad tha aaaaa rf «“ S 

miffered the same fate. In these acts, as veil as in tlic c 
stitutional reform affecting the archonsbip, we must see the 
nf the T>ro<'^ressive democratic statesmui, of - 
most prominent were 

tocles. These leaders, however, bad sepamfo f ^ ^ 

sspamte parties, »d the people were pOTi.adrf 

?trcrtcrT,or » pSa «; « « s 

popular Themiatoeles, but it 

; l»ld naval policy which it wae the ^ea iuen^' 
toole, to have originated and 

““taM ‘t: tST“ ™:5 » milerat. •oiti». 

duLoil to te close to Aristidea who was unlmow.i '™ 'J 
i a t and reouestod him to write down the name Aristide 
il’e oslnkoii “Whv,” said Aristides, doing as he twis 

asked, “ do you wish to ostracise him . 

fellow, “ I am tired of hearing him called the -I ust. 

1 It is important 
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Sect. 10 . Athens to be a Sea-Powee 

But the greatest statesman of this critical period in the 
history of Athens, greater than either of his two rivals, Xan- 
thippiis and Aristides, greater than the hero of Marathon him- 
self, was Themistocles, the son of Xeocles. It may he said 
that he contributed more than any other single man to the 
making of Athens into a great state. The pre-eminent im- 
portance of his statesmanship was due in the first place to his 
insight ill discerning the potentialities of his city and in 
grasping her situation before any one else had grasped it ; and 
then to his energy in initiating, and his adroitness and perse- 
verance in following, a policy which raised his city, and could 
alone have raised her, to the position which she attained before 
his death. In the sixth century the Athenians were a con- 
siderable naval power, as Greek naval powers then went ; but 
the fleet was regarded as' subsidiary to the army. The idea of 
Themistocles was to sacrifice the army to the navy and make 
Athens a sea-state — the strongest sea-state in Greece. The 
carrying out of this policy in the face of scepticism and opposi- 
tion was the great achievement of Themistocles. He began the 
work when he was archon and thus already a man of some 
prominence, two or three years before the battle of Marathon, 
by carrying a measure through the Assembly for the fortifica- 
tion of the peninsula of Piraeus. Hitherto the wide exposed 
strand of Phaleron was the harbour where the Athenians kept 
their triremes, hauled up on the beach, unprotected against the 
surprise of an enemy, but within sight of the Acropolis. At 
that time, after the quelling of the Ionic revolt, Persian war- 
ships were cruising about the Aegean, and the possibility of 
an attack on Phaleron seems to have opened the eyes of the 
Athenians to the need of reforming their naval establishment. 
The hostility of Aegina was a nearer and more pressing motive. 
The Athenians had not to seek far for a suitable port. It 
seems strange that they had not before made use of “the 
Piraeus,” the large harbour on the west side of the peninsula 
of Munychia, which could be supphniiented by the two smaller 
harbours on the east side, Munychia and Zea. But the 
Piraeus was somewhat farther from the city, and was not 
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within sight of the Acropolis lilve Phaleron. So long, there- 
fore as there was no fortified harbour, Phaleron was safer . 
The plan of Theinistocles was to fortify the whole circuit of 
the peninsula by a wall, and prepare docks in the three 
harbmirs for the reception of the warships. _ Ihe work was 
beo-un, but it was interrupted by the Persian invasion and by 
the party struggles after Marathon. Then a war with Aegma 
broi out, and this, combined with the fear of another lersian 
invasion, helped Theniistocles to carry to completion anothei 
part of his great scheme— the increase of the fleet. A ii. 
bed of silver had been recently discovered at Maronea in the 
old mining district of Laurion, and had suddenly bio'iglA iino 
the public treasury a large sum, perhaps a hundred talents 
It was proposed to distribute this among the citizens, but 
Tliernistocles persuaded the Assembly to apply it to the pur- 
pose of building new ships. Special contributions for the 
same object must have been made soon 0^ 

ships were built; and two years later we find Athens Mth 
nearly 200 triremes at her command— a navy whmli could be 
compared with those of Syracuse and Corcyra. _ Ihe comide- 
tioii of the Piraeus wall was not attempted at Jus penod. - 
was accomplished, as we shall see, after the lina lepii se 
the Persians from the shores of Greece. 
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THE PERILS OF GREECE. THE PERSIAN AND PUNIC INVASIONS 

We have now reached the threshold of the second and the 
greater Persian invasion — the second and the. greater triumph 
of Hellas. The significance of this passage in their history 
was not lost upon the Greeks. Their defence of Europe 
against tlie barbarians of Asia, the discomfiture of a mighty 
oriental despot by a league of their free states, the defeat of a 
vast army and a large fleet by their far smaller forces, — these 
surprises made an enduring impression upon the Greek mind, 
and were shaped by Greek imagination into a wonderful 
dramatic story at a time when the critical instinct had not 
yet developed. Ho tale is more delightful than this tale as 
Herodotus tells it, when we take it simply as a tale ; and 
none illustrates better the story-shaping genius of the Greeks, 
The historical criticism of it is another matter : we have to 
seek to extract what actually happened out of the bewildering 
succession of daring exaggerations, naive anecdotes, fictitious 
motives, oracles, not to speak of miracles ; in most of which 
the reflected light of later events is visibly altering tlie truth, 
while much is coloured by the prejudices and leanings of the 
Athenians, from whom Herodotus seems to have derived a 
great part of his record. 

Herodotus was a native of Halicarnassus ; the date of his 
birth is unknowm to us. At the time of the Persian invasion 
his age cannot have been much more than twenty years ; on 
the other hand, he may have been only an infant. Thirty 
years later, a curious traveller, he saw the sights of Egypt, and 
then visited some of the cities in the regions of the Euxine. 
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He gathered information for his historical work at .Athens and« 

Snarta Delphi and Thebes, and his steps finally led him to • 
^4stern Hellas. Tims he had seen much of the Greek world 4... 
from east to west, and wherever he went he eagerly collectei 
all the curious stories and entertaining anecdotes all the i ti 
sonal gossip about persons of note, all the tales of supernatmal 
occm™, he could pick up. He had Httle pohtica ^nstin t, 
but he had wide sympathies; and the 

ness whicli may be detected without much research many 
of his narratives, is generally not due to predilections or an i- 
pathies of bis own, but is the fault of his sources, 
was apt to follow uncritically, without discernmg that thej 
were preiudiced. But he had his own prejudices too. _ In 
readinl 4ose portions of his work which concern tlie Asmtic 
Greeks we must always remember that, though 
die Ionic tongue, the man of Hahcarmissus was a _ 

spirit His contempt for the lonians is thinly disguised the 
is uupleasmgly stavn m Ms Msp,«g.ng - 

wards Hecataeiis.the great Ionian writer to whom the life > 
debt of Herodotus himself must have been huge. 

Sect. 1. The Peepakations and March of Xerxes 

The chief event in Persia during the ten yeans which HOOjSO 
elapsed between the first and second invasions of Greece was 
dii death of king Darius. After the unexpected repulse o 
his forces at Marathon, he had determined _ to reprat die e.v- ^ _ 
periment and begun to make some preparations.^ '' ^'f llwnt "''''b ■ 

ITs ed and then a revolt broke out in the province oi ]tg>pt , 
Idiich demanded immediate attention. But its suppression 

c™,ue.,ce ot the 

npoomolished under Xerxes, Ins son by Atossa, who suciXL -lti 

throne. The question then arose whether the desig^^i is PUn 
of '111 expedition against Greece, to avenge those who fell at 
iamtlnm iml' redeem the fame of Persian arms, should he 
e-irried out It is related that Xerxes was himselt undecided, 

; t- vaVi™ by the impetuous coumsels of his ooiisin 

Mm lonius. On the other hand, his uncle Artabanus appeals 
tluM.an.es of Herodotus as the prudent and experienml ad- 
viser who weighs all the obstacles and foresees failure. Xerxes, 
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swayed hither and thither between these opposing counsels, is 
finally determined to yield to the wishes of Mardoniiis by the 
peremptory command of a dream, which overcomes even the 
scruples of Artabanus. In this manner does Herodotus pre- 
tend to take us behind the curtain of the council clianiber at 
Susa, representing — in the light of later events — the advice of 
Mardonius as youthful and foolish, although that advice merely 
arnoimted to the execution of the design which, according to 
Herodotus himself, the old and experienced Darius had initiated 
and prepared. Nevertheless the contrast of Mardonius and 
Artabanus, and the dreams divinely sent with evil purpose, 
are, though not historical, a most effective dramatic introduc- 
tion to the episode of the invasion. Further pressure was 
brought to bear on the king by Greeks who visited his court 
— envoys from the Aleuad princes of Thessaly and members 
of the Pisistratid family wdio brought with them the seer 
Oiiornacritus to impress Xerxes by favourable oracles. 

It was clear that the expedition must consist of a joint 
attaclc by sea and land. Preparations were begun by the 
difficult enterprise of digging a canal (about a mile and a half 
long) across the isthmus of Mount Athos. On the occasion of 
the expedition of Mardonius to Thrace and Macedonia, it will 
be remembered that a large part of the fleet had been wrecked 
in rounding that dangerous headland. But was it necessary 
for the fleet to venture on this occasion within the proximity 
of Cape Athos ? Might it not sail straight across the Aegean 
to Greece ? On these grounds Herodotus suggested that the 
cutting of Athos was undertaken for display rather than from 
necessity. This is an unsound criticism. It was a funda- 
mental principle of Persian strategy in these expeditions that 
the army and navy should co-operate and never lose touch. 
Tile Thracian expedition of Darius, the Macedonian expedition 
of l\Iardoriius, the Greek expedition of Xerxes illustrate this 
judnciple. The canal of Athos wus intended to ensure that 
the ships should safely accompany the land forces along the 
coasts of Thrace.^ It seems to be established that the work 
was completed and used, although later writers threw' doubts 


^ Once throiigli Athos the fleet was sheltered from the dangerons north-east 
winds, and it was not necessary to cnt through the flat-shored promontories of 
Sithonia and Pallene. 
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on the '' velificatioii ’’ of Athos. When it was finished, the 
workmen proceeded to lay a bridge over the Strynion for the 
passage of the army, and preparations were made all along the 
line of route for the feeding of a vast host. 

Xerxes came down from Susa to Sardis in the autumn. 4Si b . q . 
He met the oriental contingents of his army at Critalla in 
Cappadocia. At Celaeiiae it is recorded that Pythius, the story of 
richest man in the empire, entertained at his own cost the ^ 
king and the whole army. His 'wealth amounted to four 
million gold darics, all but seven thousand, and Xerxes be- 
stowed upon him seven thousand to make up the full sum. 

Xerxes spent the winter at Sardis. Pythius was so pleased 
with the king’s graciousness that when the army was about to 
start for the Hellespont in the follo'wing spring he ventured 
to pirefer the request that the eldest of his five sons who were 
serving in the army might be permitted to remain behind. 

Great was the king’s wrath at what he regarded as the in- 
solent demand of a '' slave.” The body of the eldest son was 
cut in two ; one half was pfiaced at each side of the gate of 
Sardis, through which the army -was about to march forth. The 
anecdote illustrates the severity with which personal military • 
service was enforced. 

It is impossible to sup^pose that the whole army wintered Cwssmg 
in Sardis with the king ; it is probable that the place of fjeiiespont 
mustering wars at the Plellespont, across which two bridges 
had been constructed, in the neighbourhood of Sestos and 
Abydos, by Phoenician and Egyptian engineers. But the 
strength of these bridges was not sufficient, and a tempest 
destroyed them. The w-ratii of Xerxes at this catastrophe 
was violent. He not only beheaded the engineers, but com- 
manded that 300 lashes should be inflicted on the waters of 
the Hellespont. Those who carried out this strange order 
addressed the sea as they scourged it in these wmrds : 0 

bitter wmter, our lord lays this pmnishrnent upon thee, for 
having done him wrong, who never did wrong to thee. King 
Xerxes wdll cross thee, whether thou wilt or not. Just is it 
that no man sacrifices to thee, for thou art a treacherous and 
briny river.” These words are blamed by Herodotus as uii- 
G-reek and impious.” The reconstruction of the bridges was 
entrusted to new engineers. Two lines of ships were moored 
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across the strait by anchors at prow and stern. The line 
nearer to the Propontis consisted of 360, the other of 314, 
triremes and penteconters mixed. Over each of these lines of 
ships six huge cables — two of flax, four of papyrus — were 
stretched ; and in three places gaps were left between the 
ships and under the cables for small trading craft to pass 
between the Euxine and the Aegean. Planks were laid across 
the cables and kept in their places by a second layer of cables 
above. On this foundation a road was made with wood and 
earth, and at each side palisades were set, high enough to pre- 
vent the animals which passed over from seeing the water. 
On a marble throne erected on the shore Xerxes is said to 
have witnessed the passage of his army, which began at the 
first moment of sunrise. The troops crossed under the lash, 
and the crossing was accomplished in two days. But when 
the size of the Persian host was magnified, in later years, to 
the impossible figure of five millions, the story was that the 
crossing of the Hellespont required seven days and seven 
nights— the favourite number of 'fiction — without a moment’s 
pause. 

The army was joined by the fleet at Doriscus in Thrace. 
Fleet and army were henceforward to act together. In the 
plain of Doriscus Xerxes reviewed and numbered his forces. 
“ What nation of Asia,” asks Herodotus, did not Xerxes lead 
against Hellas ? ” He enumerates forty-six peoples, with a 
picturesque description of their array. The Persians them- 
selves, who were under the command of Otanes, wore coats of 
mail and trowsers ; they had wicker shields, large bows, and 
short spears. The Medes, Cissians, and Hyrcanians were 
attired in the same way. Then there were Assyrians with 
brazen helmets, linen cuirasses, clubs, lances, and short swords ; 
Bactrians with cane bows; trowsered Sacae with pointed hats, 
and carrying axes; Indians clad in cotton, Caspians in goat- 
skin ; Sarangians wearing dyed garments and high boots ; 
Ethiopians clad in lion skins or leopard skins and armed with 
arrows whose stone points transport us to a primitive age ; 
Sagartians with dagger and lasso; Thracians with foxskin 
caps; Golchians with cowskhi shields. The fleet was fur- 
nished by the Phoenicians, Egyptians, Cypriotes, Cilieiaiis, 
Painphylians, Lycians, Carians, and subject 'Greeks. It is 
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said to have consisted of 1207 warships, with 3000 smaller 
vessels. A curious story was told of the numbering of the 
army. Ten thousand men were packed together in a close 
space ; a line was drawn round them, and a wall built. All 
the infantry passed successively into this enclosure. It was 
filled 170 times, so that the whole number of fighting men 
was 1,700,000. The number of the cavalry was 80,000, and 
there were some additional troops not included. Adding to 
these the crews of the ships — counting 200 to each larger 
and 80 to each smaller vessel — the total was obtained of 
2,317,000 men. This enormous number was further in- 
creased by fresh contingents which joined during the march 
through Thrace and Macedonia. Besides the fighting men 
were a vast number of servants, sutlers, camp-followers, whom 
Herodotus considered to be quite as numerous as the soldiers. 

The whole host would consequently have reached to upwards 
of 5,000,000, not including eunuchs and concubines. 

It is needless to say that these numbers are wholly fabulous. Faindous 
The facts which Herodotus states as to the number of the 
fighting men are false, and the ]Drinciple of his conjecture that 
the total number of the host was double that of the fighting 
men is also fallacious. The picked body of 10,000 troops, 
called the Immortals, had the privilege of travelling comfort- 
ably with their wives and baggage; but this was an exceptional 
privilege, and it cannot be supposed that the mass of the 
troops were accompanied by servants. There is reason for 
supposing that the land forces may have amounted to 300,000 
— hardly more. A larger force than that would have been 

unmanageable in a small mountainous country, and the diffi- 
culties of provisioning even this were formidable. The number 
of the fleet must also be considerably reduced — perhaps to 800 
triremes. 

From Doriscus, Xerxes proceeded to Tlierma with his 
fabulous host, in three divisions, drinking rivers dry in their 
march. At the crossing of the Strymon, near the place called 
the Nine Eoads, he sacrificed nine native youths and virgins. 

At Tlierma he was rejoined by his fleet, which had been Augvst 
separated from him while it sailed round Sithonia and Pallene. 

Most of the incidents which Herodotus recounts conceniing 
this march of Xerxes are pleasing stories, designed to illustrate Greekstvry, 
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the historian's general view as to the great struggle of Greek 
and barbarian. The cruelty of Xerxes to Pythiiis, his barbarity 
and impiety in scourging the Hellespont, serve to characterise 
tlie barbarian and the despot. The enormity of the host which 
rolled over the straits to deluge Europe enhances the danger 
and the glory of Hellas. And to signify by a solemn portent 
the destined discomfiture of the Persian host, it is stated that 
as Xerxes was setting forth from Sardis the sun was darkened. 
This eclipse actually happened a year later ; the tradition 
which Herodotus follows transposed its date to an impressive 
and significant occasion. 

Sect. 2. Peeparatiox^s op Greece 

In the meantime Greece was aware of the preparations of 
the Great King for her enslavement, and was making her 
counter-preparations. The digging at Athos had warned her 
betimes, and the coming down of the king to Sardis showed 
that the danger was imminent. Xerxes is said to have dis- 
patched from Sardis heralds to all the Greek states, except 
Athens and Sparta, to demand earth and water. These two 
cities now joined hands to resist the invasion. They wnre 
naturally marked out as the leaders of Greece in Greece's 
greatest crisis ; Sparta by virtue of that generally acknowledged 
headship which we have already seen, Athens by the prestige 
Wiiich she had won in resisting the Mede at Marathon. They 
jointly convened an Hellenic congress at the Isthmus to consult 
on the measures to be taken for common resistance to the 
threatened invasion. We have already observed certain indica- 
tions of the growth of a Panhellenic feeling ; but this is the 
first instance of anything that can be called a deliberate 
Ikinhellenic policy. It is an “ attempt to combine all the 
scattered cities of the Greek world to withstand the power of 
Persia. It is a new fact in Grecian history, opening scenes 
and ideas unlike to anything which has gone before- — enlarging 
prodigiously the functions and duties connected with that head- 
ship of Greece which had hitherto been in the hands of Sparta, 
hut which is about to become too comprehensive for her to 
manage." ^ A large number of cities sent delegates to the 
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congress, which was called the Syneclrion of Prohdoi or Congress The 
of Eepresentatives. It met at the Isthmus — a meeting-place 
marked out by its central position — under the presidency of 
Sparta. There the states which were represented, thirty- one 
in number, bound themselves together in a formal confederation 
by taking a solemn oath that they would ''tithe those who 
inicoiiipelled submitted” to the barbarian, for the benefit of 
the Delphic god. This was a way of vowing that they would 
utterly destroy such traitors. A great many states, the Foiicy 
Thessalians, most of the Boeotian cities, besides the smaller . 

^ ^ ‘dorthcrih 

jneoples of northern Greece — Locrians, Malians, Achaeans, 
I)olof)ians, and others — took no part in this congress. Their 
inaction by no means meant that they had made up their 
minds to "medize.’’ They were only waiting to see how 
things \voiild turn out, and, considering their geographical 
position, their policy might be justified by the natural instinct 
of self-preservation. These northern states would be first 
invaded by the Persian, and it wms hopeless for them to think 
of withstanding him alone. Unless they could absolutely rely 
on Sparta and her confederates to support them in defending 
the northern frontier of Thessaly, nothing wmuld be left for 
them but to submit. And with this prospect, it w-ould have 
been imprudent for them to compromise themselves by openly 
joining the confederacy. Events proved that if they had 
seriously relied on that confederacy throwing all its strength 
into the defence of northern Greece, they rvould have been 
cruelly deceived. And, as we shall see, they were ready to 
resist so long as there were hopes of support from the stronger 
states. In some cases there wnre parties or classes who were 
favourable to the Persian cause, for example, the oligarchs of 
Thebes and the Aleuadae of Thessaly. 

One of the great hindrances to joint action was the existence 
of domestic disputes. There were feuds of old standing between 
Thessaly and Pliocis, Argos and Lacedaemon, Athens and Aegina. 

The Congress attempted to reconcile such feuds, and Athens 
and Aegina laid aside their enmity to fight together for Grecian 
freedom. Another important question concerned the command 
of the confederate forces. The claim of Sparta to the leader- Question of 
ship of the army was at once admitted. The question as to 
the fleet was not so clear. Sparta Avas not a naval power, and 
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Athens, which would furnish more ships than any other state, 
had a fair claim. But the other cities Avere jealous of Athens ; 
they declared that they would submit only to a Spartan leader. 
The Athenian representatives, when they saw the feeling of 
the allies, at once yielded the point. 

The Congress made some other provisions. While spies 
were sent to observe the preparations of Xerxes in Asia Minor, 
envoys went forth to various Greek states to enlist new 
confederates — to win over Argos, which had sent no delegates 
to the Isthmus; and to obtain promises of assistance from 
Crete, Corey ra, and Syracuse. Xone of these embassies led to 
anything. Gelon, the great tyrant of Syracuse, was himself 
absorbed by the prospect of an attack of the Carthaginians, 
and, even if he had wished, could have sent no aid to the 
mother- country. 

When the military preparations for the defence of Greece 
were made, and the generals appointed, the Congress of Eepre- 
sentatives seems to have dissolved itself and consigned the 
future conduct of afiairs to the military congresses of the 
commanders who used to meet together and decide on each 
movement under the presidency of the Spartan leaders. Xing 
Leonidas was leader of the confederate army, and Eurybiadas, 
a Spartan who did not belong to either of the royal families, 
was commander of the confederate fleet. 

The Greeks had abundance of time for their preparations 
— for strengthening their defences and building new ships. 
Athens probably threw herself with more energy into the 
work than any other city. One wise measure shows that she 
had risen to a full apprehension of the truth that a solemn hour 
in her history had arrived. She recalled those distinguished 
citizens whom the vote of ostracism had driven into banishment 
during the last ten years. Aristides and Xanthipp us returned 
home; their feuds with Themis tocles were buried in the 
presence of the great danger; and the city seems to have soon 
shown its confidence in their patriotism by choosing them as 
Generals. These leaders will each play his part in the coming 
struggle. . 
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Sect. 3. Battles of Thermopylae and Artemisium 

About the time A^heu Xerxes reached the Helles23ont, the 
Thessalians sent a message to the confederacy, suggesting that 
the pass of Tempe should be defended against the invading Rorthem 
army. Accordingly 10,000 hoplites were sent. But when 
they arrived at the spot they found that there were other 
passes from Macedonia into Thessaly, by which the Persians 
would be more likely to come. There were the passes of 
Yolustana and Petra which descended into the valley of the 
river Titaresius, and it was by one of these that Xerxes actually 
marched. Ten thousand hojilites were not enough to defend 
the three passes, and it seemed useless and dangerous to 
occupy this advanced post. Hence the defence of Tempe 
was abandoned, and the troops left Thessaly. This desertion 
necessarily drove all the northern Greeks — between Tempe and 
Thermopylae — to signify their submission to Xerxes by the 
offering of eaj*th and water. 

The next feasible point of defence was Thermoj^ylae, a Thermo- 
iiaiTOw pass between the sea and mountain, sepDarating Trachis 
from Locris. It was the gate to all eastern Greece south of 
Mount Oeta. At the eastern and at the western end the pass, 

in those days, was extremely narrow, and in the centre the 
Phocians had constructed a wall as a barrier against Thessalian 
incursions. Hear the w'estern end was Anthela, the meeting- 
place of the amphictionic council, while on the Locrian side 
one emerged from the defile near the village of Alpenoi. The 
retreat of the sea, and consequent enlargement of the Malian 
plain, have so altered the appearance of this memorable pass 
that it is hard to recognise its ancient description ; the hot 
sulphur springs from which it derived its name and the sheer 
mountain are the two permanent features. It was possible for 
an active band of men, if they were debarred from proceeding 
by Thermopylae, to take a rough and steep way over the 
mountains and so reach the Locrian road at a point east of 
Alpenoi. It was therefore needful for a general who undertook 
the defence of Thermopylae to secure this j)ath, lest a detach- 
ment should be sent round to surprise him in the rear. 

The Greeks determined to defend Thermopylae, and Leonidas 
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marched thither at the head of hivS army. He had about 7000 
men, including 4000 from Peloponnesus, 1000 Phocians, 
400 Thebans, 700 Thespians, and the Locrians in full force. 
It is possible that there may have been some other Boeotians 
who are not mentioned. Of the Peloponnesians more than 
half were Arcadians. Mycenae, free at this moment from 
Argive control, sent 80 men. There were Corinthians and 
Phliasians; 1000 Laconians, and 300 Spartans. So far as 
the Peloponnesians were concerned, this was only a siiiali 
portion of their forces, and we may suspect that but for Athens 
they would have abandoned northern Greece entirely and con- 
centrated themselves at once on the defence of the Isthmus. 
But they were dependent on Athens because her fleet was so 
strong, and they were therefore obliged to consider her interests. 
To surrender Thermopylae and retire to the Isthmus meant 
the surrender of Attica. But the hearts of the Spartans were 
really set on the ultimate defence of the Isthmus, and not on 
the protection of the northern states ; their policy was narrow 
and Peloponnesian. They attempted to cover this selfish and 
short-sighted policy by the plea that they were hindered from 
marching forth in full force by the celebration of the Canieaii 
festival, and that the Peloponnesians were delayed by the 
Olympic games ; they alleged that the soldiers of Leonidas 
were only an advance guard, the rest would soon follow. Yet 
the feasts did not interfere with the movement of the con- 
federate fleet 

As the land arm and the sea arm of the Persian force 
always operated together, it was necessary that vdiile the Greek 
hoplites held the pass under Mount Oeta, the Greek triremes 
should oppose the Persian fleet in the straits betw''een Euboea 
and the mainland. The Persians would naturally attempt to 
sail between Euboea and Magnesia into the Malian gulf, and 
thence, accompanying the advance of the army, along the 
western shore of the long island, to the Euripus. The object 
of the Greeks was to prevent this, and support the garrison of 
Thermopylae by controlling the Malian gulf. 

The Greek fleet, which numbered 324 triremes and 9 pente- 
conters — the Athenians contributing 200— chose its station 
near Artemisium on the north coast of Euboea. Three ships 
were sent forward to reconnoitre in the Thermaie gulf, and two 
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of them were destroyed by the Persians. This was the first 
collision in the war. The incident is said to have so depressed 
the G-reeks that the whole squadron sailed back to the 
Enripus ; but this is highly unlikely, for it was bound to 
remain at the mouth of the Malian gulf, so long as Leonidas 
held Thermopylae. It was, however, necessary that the Eiiripus 
should be guarded. For there was the possibility that the 
Persians might send round a detachment by the south of 
Euboea and so cut off their retreat. As fifty-three Athenian 
ships were absent during the first conflicts at Artemisium, it 
may be supposed that they were deputed to the service of 
keeping watch at the Euripus. 

Towards the end of August the Persian army arrived at 
Thermopylae, and the Persian navy at the Magnesian coast 
between Casthanaea and Cape Sepias. Their ships were so 
many that they could not all be moored at the shore, and had 
to range themselves in eight lines parallel to the coast. While 
they were in this unsafe position a great storm rose and 
destroyed, at the lo\vest computation, 400 ships. Thus the 
gods intervened, to lessen the inequality between the Persian 
and the Greek forces. Encouraged by this disaster, the Greek 
fleet returned to its station at Artemisium. In this account 
of Herodotus, the main fact is that the Persians suffered serious 
loss by a storm off the Magnesian coast. But the loss is 
exaggerated in proportion to the exaggeration of the original 
size of the fleet, and the movements of the Greeks are probably 
misrepresented. The story goes on that cowed by the numerical 
superiority of the Persians, even after their losses, the Greek 
commanders wished to retreat again and were restrained from 
doing so by Themis tocles. The Euboeans were naturally 
anxious that the fleet should remain where it was, as a pro- 
tection to themselves, and to secure this they gave Themistocles 
thirty talents. Of this sum Themistocles distributed eight in 
bribes to his colleagues and kept the rest. The facts of the 
case throw doubt on this story, which was perhaps suggested 
by what happened some weeks later at Salamis. For Eury- 
biadas and the Peloponnesians were bound to stay at Artemisium 
so long as the land army was at Thermopylae. 

After the storm the Persians took up their station at 
Aphetae. They determined to cut off the Greek retreat, and 
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secretly sent a squadron of 200 vessels to sail round Euboea. 
The news of this movement ’was brought to the Greek camp 
by Scyllias of Scione, the most remarkable diver of his time, 
who plunged into the sea at Aphetae and did not emerge above 
water till he reached Artemisium at a distance of ten miles. 
Herodotus, indeed, hesitates to accept this tale, and records 
his private belief that Scyllias arrived at Artemisium in a 
boat. The Greeks decided that when midnight had passed 
they vrould sail to meet the ships which were sailing to the 



Euripus, but in the afternoon they attacked the enemy, just to 
see how they fought, and they succeeded in capturing thirty 
Persian ships. The night was very stormy ; the gods had 
again intervened to aid Greece. The 200 ships, having 
rounded the southern cape of Euboea, wmi’e wrecked off the 
dangerous coast known as the Hollows. Immediately after- 
wards the fifty- three Attic ships ■which had not yet appeared 
at Artemisium arrived there, and at the same time came the 
news of the disaster. The Greeks consequently gave up the 
intention of retreating. There was some further fighting, with 
loss on both sides ; with no decisive advantage, according to 



VII 


THE PERILS OF GREECE 


295 


the Greek account^ but we may suspect that the Persians had 
the best of it. 

Meanwhile Leonidas had taken up his post at Thermopjdae, Bwtae of 
and the Phocians, who knew the ground, had undertaken the 
defence of the bye-road over the mountains. The old Pliociaii 
wall ill the centre of the pass was repaired. It was a serious 
matter for even such a large army as that which was now 
encamped in the Malian plain to carry the narrow way of 
Thermopylae against 6000 determined men. Por four days 
Xerxes waited, expecting that they would retreat, awed by the 
vision of his mighty host. On the fifth he attacked ; and in 
the engagements which took place at the west end of the pass 
the Hellenic spearmen affirmed their distinct superiority to the 
Asiatic archers. On the following day the result was the 
same ; the Immortals themselves made no impression on the 
defenders. Plerodotus says that Xerxes '' sprang thrice from 
his throne in agony for his army.” It was then decided to 
send round the Immortals — hsirdly the whole 10,000 — under 
their commander Hydarnes, by the mountain road to take the 
Greeks in the rear. A Malian Greek named Epialtes guided 
the band and so won the name of having betrayed Greece. At 
dawn they reached the highest point of the path, where the 
Phocians were posted. The Phocians fled to the heights, and 
the Persians went on paying no attention to them. Mean- 
while deserters informed Leonidas of the Persian stratagem. 

He hastily called a council of wmr. The exact plan of action 
which ivas decided on is unknown. We only know that the 
Spartans, Thebans, and Thespians remained in the pass, while 
the rest of the G-reeks retired southward. It was afterwards 
represented that they had deserted the defence of the position 
and returned home. But in that case, it was foolish, if splendid, 
of Leonidas to hold the pass between foes on both sides. The 
rational courses were either for the whole garrison to abandon 
the pass, or else, just as the Persians aimed at enclosing the 
Greeks, so to enclose the hand of Hydarnes. We may suspect 
that this second plan was actually adopted. While part of 
the force, including Leonidas and the Spartans, remained in the 
pass, the rest (we may suppose) placed themselves at some 
distance east of the point wdiere the mountain path descended 
to the road, so as to take Hydarnes in the rear. Of the 1400 
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who stood in the pass, some had to guard the eastern entrance 
against Hydarnes, others the western against the main army. 
Leonidas and his 300 undertook the western side. But they 
were no longer content wuth merely repelling assaults; they 
now rushed out upon the enemy. Their charge was effective, 
but Leonidas himself wms slain, and a Homeric battle raged 
over his body. Two brothers of Xerxes fell. Many Persians 
were driven into the sea. But at length the defenders were 
forced back behind the wall. They drew together on a hillock 
W'here they made a last stand, to be surrounded and slain 
by overwhelming numbers. For the Immortals, having in the 
meantime routed the Greeks in their rear, had now forced 
their way into the pass. It wms said that 40 OG Greeks fell. 

The valiant defence of Thermopylae made a deep impression 
upon Greece, and increased the fame of the Spartans for 
bravery. It was represented as a forlorn defence — Leonidas 
and his band devoting themselves to certain death, and clinging 
to their posts from that sense of military duty which was in- 
culcated by the Spartan system from early youth. The brave 
Thespians would not desert the Spartans ; while the Thebans 
are represented as detained by Leonidas against their will, 
because they were suspected of secret medism. The malicious 
tale adds that, having taken only a perfunctory part in the 
defence, the Thebans advanced to the enemy and asked for quarter, 
declaring that they were friends of the Great King and had come 
to Thermopylae against their will. Their lives wmre spared, but 
all, including the commander, were forced to suffer the shame 
of being branded as bad slaves. It is certain that this contrast 
between the Thespians and Thebans was invented in the light 
of the subsequent medism of Thebes. Xor is it clear that the 
defence of Thermopylae, although eminently heroic, was, until 
the very end, desperate. If, as we suspected, an effort was 
made to meet the Immortals, then, if that 00*0x4 had been more 
effectual, it might have been possible to hold the pass ; and in 
that case a naval battle must have decided whether the Persians 
or tlie Greeks would be forced to retreat. 

A column was afterwards erected at Sparta with the names 
of Leonidas and his 300. Among them wms to be read the 
name of Dienekes, reputed as the author of a famoiis mot, which 
displayed the lightheartedness of a Spartan soldier in the hour 
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of -peril. When it was observed to him that the Persian host 
was so enormous that their arrows hid the sun, he replied, So 
much the better, we shall fight in the shade.” 

The news of Thermopylae speedily reached the fleet at Retreat of 
Arternisiiiin. The Greeks forthwith weighed anchor and sailed 
through the Euripus to the shores of Attica. 

Sect. 4. Battle of Salamis 

Having thus succeeded in breaking through the inner gate 4S0 i?. c. 
of Hellas, and slain the king of the leading state, Xerxes con- 
tinued his way and passed from Loeris into Phocis and thence 
into Boeotia, meeting with no resistance. The Thebans and most 
of the other Boeotians now, unable to do otherwise, submitted 
to the Persians. The loss of Thermopylae forced them to this 
course, as the abandonment of Tempe had forced the Thessalians. 

In later days a story was told at Delphi that a Persian The 
band detached itself from the main host in Phocis, in order to 
proceed to Pytho and plunder the shrine of the god. '' I 
think,” says Herodotus, “ that Xerxes knew its treasures better 
than his own.” The Delphians fled up into the heights of 
Parnassus, leaving only sixty men and the prophet Aceratus in 
the temple. They did not remove the treasures, for the god 
said that he would protect his own. As soon as the barbarians 
approached, marvels began to happen. The prophet sav/ the 
sacred arms, which no man might touch, lying in front of the 
teinjole, carried out by some mysterious means. And when 
the Persians came to the shrine of Athena Pronaea, which 
stood not far Ifoni the Castalian fountain, lightning flashed ; 
two crags rent from Parnassus fell with a loud crash, crushing 
many of them ; and a war-whoop was heard from Athena's 
temple. The barbarians fled in terror, and told how two 

hoplites of superhuman size pursued them. These were 
Phylacus and Autonous, the native heroes of Delphi. Such 
was the legend told at Delphi of the Persian invasion. 

When the Athenians returned from Artemisium they found The 
that the main body of the Peloponnesian army was gathered 
at the Isthmus and engaged in building a wall from sea to 
sea, instead of advancing to the defence of Boeotia as had been 
previously arranged. Thus Boeotia and Attica were unpro- 
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tected. Tliemistocles and liis Athenian colleagues decided to 
evacuate Athens. They made a proclamation that all the 
citizens should embark in the triremes, and that all who could 
should convey their families and belongings to places of safety. 
This was done. The women and children were transported to 
Troezen, Aegina, and Salamis. The council of Areopagus helped 
at this crisis by distributing from the treasury of Athena eight 
drachmae to each citizen who embarked. At the same time 
the great natural strength of the Acropolis, though its walls 
had been demolished after the expulsion of the tyrants, encour- 
aged the hope that it might be held against the Persians, and a 
small garrison was left to defend it. This bold and wise policy 
of embarkation was dictated by the circumstances, but it was sup- 
posed to have been based on an oracle, which foretold the utter 
destruction of Attica wuth the sole exception of a '' wooden wall.'’ 
The wooden wall was interpreted to mean the ships. And to 
suit this view it was represented that the garrison left on the 
Acropolis was merely a handful of poor citizens wdio remained 
behind and barricaded themselves there, because they ado^Dted the 
more literal interpretation of a wooden barricade. This explana- 
tion of the oracle was perhaps suggested by subsequent events. 

While the Athenians were thus showing that they were not 
bound to their soil, the allied fleet had stationed itself in the 
bay of Salamis, and it was reinforced by new contingents, so 
that it reached the total strength of 378 triremes and seven 
penteconters. The army at the Isthmus was now placed under 
the command of Cleombrotus, brother of Leonidas and guardian 
of his son Pleistarchus, who was still a child. 

Xerxes arrived at Athens about the same time that his fleet 
sailed into the roadstead of Phaleron. He found the town 
empty, but for the small band which had entrenched itself on 
the Acropolis. Persian troops occupied the lower height of 
the Areopagus, which is severed from the Acropolis by a broad 
saddle, and succeeded in setting the wooden barricade on fire 
by means of burning arrows. The garrison rolled stones down 
on them, and such is the natural strength of the Acropolis that 
the siege lasted two weeks. Then the Persians managed to 
ascend on the precipitous north side by the secret path which 
emerged close to the shrine of Aglauriis. The Greeks were 
slain, the temples plundered and burnt. 
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After the fall of the Acropolis the Greek generals held a wui the 
council of war, and it was carried bj^ the votes of the majority 
that they should retreat to the Isthmus and await there the Sdamis 
attack of the Persian fleet. The advantage of this seemed to 12 
be that they would there be in close touch with the land forces 
and have the Peloponnesus as a retreat in case of defeat ; 
whereas at Salamis they would be entirely cut off! This 
decision meant the abandonment of Aegina, Salamis, and 
Megara : and it was strenuously opposed by the Aeginetans, 
Athenians, and. Megarians. Themistocles determined to thwart 
it. He went privately to Eurybiadas and convinced him 
that it would be much more advantageous to fight in the 
narrow waters of the Salaniiniaii channel than in the open 
bay of the Isthmus, where the superior speed and number 
of the hostile ships’ would tell. A new council was suniiiioned 
at wdiicli, it is said, hot words passed between the Athenian 
and the Corinthian general. When The.mistocles opened the 
debate without waiting for the formal introduction of Eury- 
biadas, the Corinthian Adeimantus said, “ 0 Themistocles, those 
who stand up too soon in the games are whipped.” Yes,” 
was the reply, “but those who start late are not crowned.” It 
is recorded that Themistocles, in order to cany his point, had 
to threaten that the Athenians, who were half the fleet, would 
cease to co-operate with, their allies and seek new homes in 
some western land, if the retreat to the Isthmus were decided. 
Themistocles won his way ; and when it was resolved to fight 
in Salaminiaii waters, the heroes of the island, Ajax and 
Telamon, were invoked, and a ship was sent to Aegiiia to fetch 
the other Aeacid heroes. 

Of all the tales of signs and marvels which befell in these What 
memorable days none perhaps was more attractive to the 
Athenians than the experience of two Greek exiles as they Dkaevs 
walked in the Tiiriasian plain. One was an Athenian 
named Dicaeus, and his companion was none other thanA<«'>«- 
Demarat us, the Spartan king, who had sought refuge at the 
Persian court. As they went, they saw a great dust afirr off 
near Eleusis, such a dust as they thought might be raised by 
a host of thirty thousand men; and then they heard a voice 
suddenly from the midst of the dust, and it sounded like the 
cry of the mystic lacchus which is cried at the Eleusiniaii 
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festival. Demaratus asked his companion what it might be. 

It is a token,” said Dicaeus, “ of some great disaster to the 
King’s host. For since the plain is desolate of men, it is clear 
that the thing which uttereth the cry is divine, — and it is a 
thing coming from Eleusis to help the Athenians, If it turn 
to the Peloponnese, the peril menaces the army of the land, 
but if it wend toward the ships, then are the King’s ships 
endangered.” “ Peace,” said Demaratus, for if these words 
of thine come to the King’s ears, thou shalt lose thy head.” 
Then the dust, wherein the voice was, turned to a cloud, and 
rising aloft moved towards the Greek fleet at Salamis ; and so 
tliey knew that the fleet of Xerxes was doomed. 

Meanwhile the Persians too had deliberated and determined 
to fight. According to a Halicarnassian story told by Hero- 
dotus, the Cariaii ciueen Artemisia alone gave sound advice — 
not to risk a sea fight but either to wait for the Greek fleet to 
disperse from want of provisions, or to advance by land into 
the Peloponnesus. 

The southern entrance to the narrow sound between Salamis 
and Attica is blocked by the islet of Psyttalea and the long 
promontory which runs out from Salamis to meet the main- 
land. The Greek fleet was anchored close to the town of 
Salamis, north of this promontory. Xerxes moved his arma- 
ment so as to enclose the ingress of the straits, and at the 
same time occupied Psyttalea. This movement, carried out in 
the afternoon, alarmed the Greeks ; the Peloponnesian com- 
manders brought pressure to bear on Eurybiadas; another 
council was called, and Themistocles saw that the hard-wmii 
result of his previous exertions would now be overthrown. He 
therefore determined on a bold stroke. Leaving the council, 
he dispatched a slave named Sicinnus to the Persian camp 
bearing a message from himself, as a well-wisher to Xerxes, 
that the Greeks purposed to sail away in the night. If they 
were prevented from doing so, a Persian victory was certain, 
owing to the disunion which existed in the Hellenic camp. 
This message "was believed, and Xerxes took his measures at 
nightfall to hinder the Greek fleet from escaping by the western 
straits between Salamis and the Megarid. He sent his 200 
Egyptian ships to round the southern promontory of Salamis and 
place themselves so that they could bar the straits if necessary. 
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Tlie Greek generals meanwhile were engaged in hot dis- 
cussion. Suddenly Themistocles was called out from the 
council. It was his rival Aristides who had sailed across from 
Aegina and brought the news that the fleet wuis surrounded by 
the enemy. Themistocles made Aristides inform the generals 
of what had happened, and the tidings was presently confirmed 
by a Teiiian ship which deserted from the Persians. There is 
no reason to question the sensational incident that Aristides 
brought the news ; but we need not suppose that this was his 



first return from ostracism. It seems probable that he had 
been sent with the ship which fetched the Aeacids from Aegina 
and that he was one of the ten strategoi. 

Thus Themistocles and the Persians forced the Greeks to Poca 
fight at Salamis. The position of the two armaments and the 
details of the action are uncertain. The poet Aeschylus, who 
was an eye-witness of the battle, describes the Persian ships as 
drawn up in three divisions outside the entrance into the 
sound. The division on the extreme left, probably composed 
of the Ionian Greeks, was set to guard the passage between 
Psyttalea and the shore of Salamis. The second division 
probably extended from Psyttalea eastward toAvards the Piraeus, 
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to guard tlie main ingress. The third, forming the right wing 
of the armament, was probably stationed somewhat in advance 
of the second, close to the narrow passage between Psyttalea 
and the mainland. The right wing was the Phoenician squadron, 
upon which Xerxes chiefly relied. The Greeks had drawn 
their fleet up across the passage between the town of Salamis 
and the temple of Heracles on the Attic shore. The Athenians 
formed the left wing of their array, and the Aeginetans and 
Lacedaemonians were on the right. A high throne was erected, 
under Mount Aegaleos, from which Xerxes could survey the 
battle and watch the conduct of his men. 

At break of day, the Greeks began to advance. The 
Phoenician galleys moved to meet them, in coliiiiin formation ; 
while the other two divisions of the Persian fleet probably 
remained as they wmre. The fighting began on the Greek left, 
and it was here, upon the Athenians and Phoenicians, that the 
main stress of the battle fell. The want of space hindered the 
Persians from overwhelming their foes with superior numbers ; 
the attempts they made to crowd ships into the strait were dis- 
astrous to themselves. Meanwhile the object of the Greek right 
was to force a way out of the sound through the enemy’s line, 
ill order to attack in the rear. It was the task of the Aeginetans 
to round the point of the jutting promontory of Salamis, 
and assail the left wing of the enemy stationed about Psyttalea. 
They succeeded in breaking through, and at a later stage we 
find them cutting off the retreat of fugitive Persian ships. It 
is probable that, having discomfited the lonians, they delivered 
a flank attack on the Phoenician column; but in any case 
their success rendered the position of the Phoenicians untenable 
and decided the battle. Their success against the Persian left 
enabled Aristides, wdio with a force of Athenian hoplites was 
watching events on the shore of Salamis, to cross over to 
Psyttalea and kill the barbarians who had been posted there 
by Xerxes. The battle lasted from morning till nightfall. 

The Persians, under the eyes of their king, fought with 
great bravery, but they were badly generalled and the place of 
the combat was unfavourable to them. Their numbers were 
only an encumbrance, and when the ships in front retreated 
they hindered the rear from advancing, partly owing to the 
crowded space and partly to lack of practice in acting together. 
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The want of concert led speedily to confusion and the com- 
manders could not manage the fleet. 

Among the anecdotes told about this battle the most famous A%pMoUof 
is that which was current at Halicarnassus, of the signal 
bravery and no less signal good fortune of the Carian queen 
xlrtemisia. She saved herself by the stratagem of attacking 
and sinking another Carian vessel. Those who stood round 
Xerxes observed the incident, but supposed the destroyed 
trireme to be Greek. “ Sire ” they said, seest thou how 
Artemisia has sunk an enemy’s ship.” And Xerxes exclaimed, 

'"My men have become women, my women men.” 

Sect. 5. Cox^sequences of Sa.lamis 

The Greek victory of Salamis was a heavy, perhaps a Mom&pvts 
decisive, blow to the naval arm of the Persian power. The 
wrath of Xerxes against the Phoenicians was boundless. On tu defeat 
them he had relied, and to their infidelity he ascribed the loss 
of the battle ; his threats so frightened the remnant of the 
Phoenician contingent that they deserted. But the prospects 
of the ultimate success of the invasion were still favourable. 

The land army had met with no reverse, and was overwhelm- 
ingly sii]3erior in numbers. The only difficulty was to keep it 
supplied with provisions, and in this respect the loss of the 
command of the sea wms a serious misfortune. The Greeks 
represented Xerxes as smitten with wild terror, fleeing back 
overland to the Hellespont and hardly drawing breath till he 
reached Susa. This dramatic glorification of the victory 
misrepresents the situation. Xerxes personally was in no 
jeopardy. The real danger lay not in Attica but in Ionia. and the 
The Persians had good reason to fear the eflect which the news 
of the crushing defeat of their navy might have upon the 
Greeks of Asia, and if Xerxes dreaded anything, he dreaded 
the revolt which actually came to pass in the following year. 

It was all-important for him to secure his line of retreat, while 
he had no intention of relinquishing his enterprise of conquer- 
ing Greece. These considerations explain what happened. The 
Persian fleet was immediately dispatched to the Plellespont to 
guard the bridge and the line of retreat. The land forces were 
placed under the command of Mardonius, who, as the season 
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was now advanced, determined to postpone further operations 
till the spring and to winter in Thessaly. A force of 60,000 
men was detached to accompany Xerxes to the Hellespont, 

When he arrived there he found that the bridge had been 
destroyed by storms — the same storms which had wrecked his 
ships off Magnesia. The fleet took him across to Abydos, and 
he proceeded to Sardis, which he made his headquarters. The 
convoy of 60,000 soldiers returned to the main army in 
Thessaly, and on their way they laid siege to two towns, which 
afterwards became famous, on the Pallene isthmus, Olynthiis 
and Potidaea. Olynthus, then a Eottiaean town, was taken 
and handed over to the Chalcidians wdio had remained faithful 
to Persia, Potidaea successfully withstood a siege of three 
months. 

Meanwhile the Greeks had failed to follow up their victory. 
Cleombrotus was about to advance from the Isthmus with the 
purpose of aiming a blow at the retreating columns of the 
Persian forces before they reached Boeotia. But as he was 
sacrificing, before setting out, two hours after noon on the 
second of October, the sun wms totally eclipsed, and this ill 
omen made him desist from his plan and march back to the 
Peloponnesus. Themistocles tried to induce the naval com- 
manders to follow up their advantage by sailing after the 
Persian fleet to the Hellespont, that they might deal it another 
blow and break down the bridge. It might be expected that, 
if this wove done, the Greeks of Ionia would revolt. But the 
Peloponnesians would not consent to sail to a distant part of 
the wmrld, while the Isthmus was still threatened by the 
presence of the Persian army. The story goes that, having 
failed to get his advice adopted, Themistocles, with that 
characteristic adroitness which w^'on the admiration of his con- 
temporaries, determined to utilise his failure. The faithful 
Sicinnus was sent to Xerxes to assure the monarch of the good- 
will of Themistocles, who had dissuaded the Greeks from 
pursuing the Persian fleet. Themistocles might expect that 
Xerxes, having been deceived before, would now disbelieve his 
announcement and therefore hasten back with all speed to 
reach the Hellespont, if possible, before the Greeks. But on a 
later day of his life, when he was an exile, he claimed Persian 
gratitude for this service. It 'was even represented that, with 
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extraordinary longsightedness or treachery, he had in his view 
the contingency of being driven to seek Persian help or pro- 
tection against his countrymen. But the tale need not be 
seriously criticised ; it has all the aj)|)earance of an invention 
suggested by subsequent adventures of the subtle Athenian. 

The island of Andros and the Euboean city Carystiis had A^ad/ros 
furnished contingents to the Persian fleet. Just as the 
Athenians, after the battle of Marathon, had sailed against 
Paros and demanded a war contribution, so now the Greeks 
acted against Andros and Carystiis. They failed at Andros, 
just as Miltiades had failed at Paros; they devastated the 
territory of Carystiis. 

(■treat was the rejoicing in Greece over the brilliant victory Prizes of 
which was so little hoped for. The generals met at Isthmus 
to distribute the booty, and adjudge rewards. The Aeginetans warHoTs of 
received the choice lot of the spoil on account of their pre- 
eminent bravery, and dedicated in the temple of Delphi, on 
Apollo's express demand, three golden stars set on a mast of 
bronze. Por bravery the Athenians were adjudged the second 
place. Prizes were also proposed for individuals who had dis- 
tinguished themselves for valour, or for wisdom. In adjudging 
the prizes for wisdom, each captain wrote down two names in 
order of merit and placed his tablet on the altar of Poseidon at 
Isthmus. The story is that each wrote his own name first and 
that of Themistocles second, and that consequently there was 
no prize, for a second could not be given, unless a first were 
also awarded. This ingenious anecdote reflects the reputation 
for cleverness which had been won by Themistocles. 

The Corinthians who fell in the battle were buried in The 
Salamis, and their sepulchral stele was inscribed with a simple 
distich telling the stranger that Salamis the isle of Ajax holds 
us now, who once dwelled in the city of Corinth between her 
waters.” The stone has recently been found. This is only one 
of many epitaphs composed by nameless authors in those days 
of joy and sorrow in various parts of Greece, all marked by 
the simplicity of a great age, whose reserve, as has been said 
truly, is the pride of strong men under the semblance of modesty. 

In later days, insensible to such reserve, it became the fashion 
to improve these epitaphs by the addition of boastful verses, 
which have imposed, till recently, upon posterity ; and the 
VOL. I X 
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epitaphs thus disfigured were all said to be the workmanship 
of the poet Simonides. The exposure of these two deceptions 
increase>s our admiration for Hellas at the time of the invasion. 
There were men everywhere capable of writing a simple 
appropriate inscription for a grave, and the tombstones of the 
fallen were not used for superfluous boasts. 

But the triumph of Hellas had nobler meinorials than the 
unassuming verses of the tombs. The barbarian invasion 
affected art and literature, and inspired the creation of some of 
the great works of the world. Men seemed to rise at once to 
the sense of the high historical importance of their experience. 
The great poets of the day wrought it into their song ; the great 
plastic artists alluded to it in their sculptures. Phrynichus had 
now a theme which he could treat ■without any dread of 
anotlier fine. Aeschylus, wdio had himself fought against the 
-Mecle, made the tragedy of Xerxes the argument of a drama, 
which still abides the one great historical play, dealing with a 
contemporary event, that exists in literature. But the Persian 
war produced, though not so soon, another and a greater 
work than the Persians ; it inspired the “ father of history ” 
with the theme of his hook-^the contest of Europe with Asia. 
The idea was afloat in the air that the Trojan war w^as an 
earlier act in the same drama,— that the warriors of Salamis 
and Plataea were fighting in the same cause as the heroes 
who had striven with Hector on the plain of Troy. Men 
might see, if they cared, this suggestion in the scenes from the 
two Trojan wars, which were wrought by the master sculptors 
of xVegina to deck the pediments of the temple of Athena, 
whose Doric columns still stand to remind us that Aegiiia once 
upon a time was one of the great states of Glreece. And in 
other temples, friezes and pediments spoke in the conventional 
language of sculptured legend — by the symbols of Lapiths and 
Centaurs, Gods and Titans — of the struggle of Greek and 
barbarian. 

Sect. 6. Pueparatioxs for another Campaign 

The words of the poet Aeschylus, that the defeat of the 
Persian sea-host was the defeat of the land -host too, were 
perfectly true for the hour. But only for the hour. The 
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army, compelled after Salamis to retreat to the north, spent the 
winter in the plains of Thessaly, and was ready for action, 
though unsupported by a fleet, in the following spring. The 
liberty of G-reece was in greater jeopardy than ever, and the 
chances were that the success of Salamis would be utterly 
undone. For in the first place the Greeks, especially the 
Lacedaemonians and Athenians, found it hard to act together. 

This had been shown clearly the year before, eminently on the 
eve of the Salaminian battle. The Peloponnesian interests of 
the Lacedaemonians rendered them unwilling to meet the 
enemy in northern Greece ; while the northern Greeks, unless 
they were supported from the Peloponnesus, could not attempt 
a serious resistance, and were therefore driven to come to terms 
with the barbarians. And, in the second place, if these diffi- 
culties were overcome and a Panhellenic force were opposed 
to the Persians, the chances were adverse to the Greeks ; not 
from the disparity of numbers, but from the deficiency of the 
Greeks in cavalry. 

In spring Mardonius w’as joined by Artabazus and the 479 b,g, 
troops who Lad conducted Xerxes to the Hellespont. The total 
number of the forces now at the disposal of Mardonius is 
unknown; it is said to have been 300,000. Meanwhile the 
Persian fleet, 400 strong, but without the Phoenician ships, 
was collected at Samos, with the purpose of guarding Ionia ; and 
a Greek squadron of 1 1 0 ships gathered at Aegina under the 
command of the Spartan king Leotychidas, for the purpose of inactwUy 
defending the coasts of Greece, but not intending to assume 
the offensive. With great difficulty some envoys from Chios 
induced Leotychidas to advance as far as Delos, but he could 
not be moved to sail farther east with a view to the liberation 
of Ionia, for “ Samos seemed as far away as the Pillars of 
Heracles,” and he dreaded the Persian waters teeming with 
unknown dangers. It seems probable that Athenian policy 
was working upon the Spartan admirals inexperience in 
military affairs. The object of the Athenians was to secure 
their own land against a second Persian occupation. They 
tlierefore desired the protection of the fleet for their coasts; 
but there was a more important consideration still. If the 
fleet took the offensive and gained another naval victory, the 
Peloponnesus would be practically secured against a Persian 
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attack, defended at once by a victorious navy and the fortifica- 
tions of the Isthmus. The result would be that the Pelopon^ 
nesians would refuse to take any further part in the defence 
of northern Greece and would leave Athens a prey to the army 
of Mardonius. It was therefore the policy of the Athenians to 
keep the fleet inactive until the war should have been decided 
by a battle on land ; and for this reason they equipped only a 
few of their ships. 

Mardonius, well aware of this fatal division of interests 
between the Athenians and Peloponnesians, made a politic 
attempt to withdraw Athens from the CTieek league. He sent 
an honourable ambassador, King Alexander of Macedon himself, 
with the most generous offers. He undertook to repair all the 
injuries suffered by Athens from the Persian occupation,, to 
lielp her to gain new territory, and asked only for her alliance 
as an equal and independent power. In a desolated land, 
amid the ruins of their city and its temples, knowing well 
that their allies, indifferent to the fate of Attica, were busy in 
completing the walls of Isthmus, the Athenians might be sorely 
tempted to lend an ear to these seductive overtures. Had 
they done so, the fate of Peloponnesus would have been sealed, 
— as the Lacedaemonians knew. Accordingly envoys were 
sent from Sparta to counteract the negotiations of Alexander, 
and to offer Athens material help in the privations which she 
was suffering. Tempting as the proposals of Mardonius 
sounded, and good reason as they had to depend little on the 
co-operation of their allies, the Athenians were constrained by 
that instinct of freedom which made them a great people, to 
decline the Persian offer. ''Tell Mardonius,” they said to 
Alexander, " that the Athenians say : so long as the sun moves 
in his present course, we will never come to terms with 
Xerxes.” This answer utters the spirit of Europe in the 
"eternal question” between the East and West — the spirit of 
the Senate when Hannibal was at the gates of Pome, the spirit 
of Eonian and Goth when they met the riders of Attila on the 
Catalauniaii Plain. 

Thus the embassy of Alexander ought to have strength- 
ened rather than weakened the Greek league. It ought 
to have made the Lacedaemonians more actively conscious of 
the importance of Athenian co-operation, and consequently 
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readier to co-operate with Athens. It enabled Athens to exert 
stronger pressure on the Peloponnesians, with a view to the 
defence of northern Greece ; and the Spartan envoys promised 
that an army should march into Boeotia. But still stronger 
pressure was needed to overcome the selfish policy of the 
Peloponnesians. Soon after the embassy of Alexander they 
had completed the walling of the Isthmus, and, feeling secure, 
they took no thought of fulfilling their promise. The Spartans 
alleged in excuse the festival of the Hyacinthia, just as the year 
before they had pleaded the Carnea. And in the meantime 
Mardonius had set his army in motion and advanced into 
Boeotia, with the purpose of reoccupying Attica. Once more 
the Athenians had been cruelly deceived by their allies ; once 
more they had to leave their land and remove their families and 
property to the refuge of Salamis. Mardonius reached Athens 
without burning or harrying; he still hoped to detach the 
Athenians from the Greek cause ; herein lay his best chance of 
success. If they would now accept his former offers he would 
retreat from their land, leaving it unravaged. But even at this 
extremity, under the bitter disappointment of the ill-faith of 
their allies, the Athenians rejected the insidious propositions 
which were laid by an envoy before the Council of the Five 
Hundred at Salamis. Immediately the three northern states 
which had not yielded to the Mede, Athens, Megara, and Plataea, 
sent ambassadors to Sparta, to insist upon an army marching 
at once to oppose Mardonius in Attica — a tardy redemption of 
their promises — with the threat that otherwise there would be 
nothing for it but to come to terms with the foe. Even now 
the narrow Peloponnesian policy of the Ephors almost betrayed 
Greece. For ten days, it is said, they postponed answering the 
ambassadors, and would have ultimately refused to do anything, 
but for the intervention of a man of Tegea, named Chileos, wdio 
impressively pointed out that the alliance of the Athenian 
naval power with the Persians would render the Isthmian 
fortifications on which the Ephors relied absolutely useless. 

One would have fancied that this was obvious even to an 
Eplior, without a prophet from Tegea to teach him. However 
it happened, the Lacedaemonian government sudddenly changed SixiTta 
its policy and dispatched a force of 5000 Spartans, each attended 
by some Helots, to northern Greece. Hever since, never per- 


3Iomments 
of Mar- 
do'ums. 


310 HISTORY OF GREECE chap. 

haiis before, did so large a body of Spartan citizens take the 
field at once. They were followed by 5000 perioeci, each 
attended by one Helot. It was clear that Sparta had risen at 
last to an adequate sense of the jeopardy of the Peloponnesus. 
The command was entrusted to Pausanias, who was acting as 
regent for his child -cousin Pleistarchiis, son of the hero of 
Thermopylae. At the Isthmus, the Lacedaemonian army was 
joined by the troops of the Peloponnesian allies, and by con- 
tingents from Euboea, Aegina, and western Greece ; ^ in the 
Megarid they were i-einforced by the Megariaiis, and at Eleusis 
by Aristides in command of 8000 Athenians and 600 Plataeans. 
It was entirely an army of foot soldiers, and the total number, 
including light- armed troops, may have approached 70,000. 
The task of leading this host devolved upon Pausanias. 

The strong fortress of Thebes, wliich he had abundantly 
supplied with provisions, was the base of Mardonius ; and once 
the Greek army was in the field, he could not run the risk of 
having his communications with his base broken off and finding 
himself shut up in Attica, a land exhausted by the devastation 
of the preceding autumn. Accordingly he withdrew into 
Boeotia, having completed the ruin of Athens, and having 
sent a detachment to make a demonstration in the Megarid. 
He did not take the direct route to Thebes, but marching 
northward to Decelea and by the north side of Mount Parnes 
he reached Tanagra and the plain of the Asopus. Marching 
up this stream, westward, he came to the spot where it is 
crossed by the road from Athens to Thebes, at the point wliere 
that road descends from the heights of Cithaeron. The river 
Asopus was the boundary between the Theban and Plataean 
territories, and the destruction of Plataea was probably an object 
of the Persians. But the main purpose of Mardonius in 
posting himself on the Asopus was that he might fight with 
Thebes behind him. The Persians had every cause to be' 
sanguine. ITot only had they superior, though not over- 
whelmingiy superior, forces, but they had a general who was 
far abler than any commander on the side of the Greeks. 

t (a) Peloponnesian ; from Tegea, Orchomenus, Corintb, Sicyon, Plilius, 
Epidaiirus, Troezen, Hermione, Lepreoii, Mycenae, and Tiryns. (5) Enboean : 
from Olialcis, Eretria, and Styra. (c) West Greek : from Ambracia, Leucas, 
Aiiactorion, Paleis in Ceplmllenia. 
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Mardoiiius was not anxious to bring on a battle. He fully 
realised that Ms true strategy was to do as little as possible ; 
he knew that the longer the army of the Greeks remained in 
the field, the more would its cohesion be relaxed through the^ * 
jealousies and dissensions of the various contingents. We need 
not take too seriously the story which the Greeks were after- 
wards fain to believe, that at this moment there was a certain 
dispiritedness and foreboding of disaster in the Persian camp. 

An anecdote told by one of the guests at a Theban banquet was 
thought to illustrate this gloomy mood. Attaginus, a Theban 
general, made a feast in honour of Mardonius. A hundred 
guests were present, arranged on double couches, a Persian and 
a Boeotian on each. Thersander of Orchomenus was among 
the guests, and in after-days he told the historian Herodotus 
that his Persian couch-fellow spoke these words to him : '' Since 
we have now shared the same table and wdne, I wish to leave 
thee a memorial of my opinion ; that being forewarned thou 
inayest look to thine own welfare. Seest thou these Persians 
feasting, — and the host which wm left encamped by the river ? 

In a little while thou shalt see few of all these remaining.” 

The Persian shed tears as he spoke, and Thersander rejoined : 

“ It behoves thee to tell this to Mardonius ” ; but the Persian 
said : “ Stranger, man cannot avert what God hath ordained. 

Ho one would believe me. Many of us Persians know it and 
follow’ the army under constraint. Ho human affliction is worse 
than this : to kncnv and to be helpless.” 

Mardonius had taken up his position and constructed a stmugic 
fortification near the bridge of the Asopus, before the Greeks 
had crossed Cithaeron. He was acting on the defensive, but it donms. 
wms the defensive strategy of a superior army, the inactivity of 
a master. In this respect the campaign of the second year of 
the war is sharply distinguished from the campaign of the year 
before, ilt Thermopylae, the Persians w’ere attacking, their 
objective being Boeotia and Attica; the Greeks w’ere on the 
defensive. At Salamis, the Persians were again the aggressors, 
their objective being the Isthmus ; the Greeks were again on 
the defensive. But in the campaign of Plataea the positions 
are reversed. The Greeks axe now taking the offensive ; their 
objective is Thebes ; and the Persians are barring their 
way. 
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Sect. 7. Battle of Plataea 

The field on which the fate of Greece was decided is bounded 
on the north . by the river Asopus, on the south by Mount 
Cithaeron. The town of Plataea stood in the south-west of 
this space, on the most westerly of six ridges which connect 
the lower heights of the mountain with the plain. Three roads 
descended here into Boeotia : on the extreme east the road from 
Athens to Thebes ; in tlie centre, that from Athens to Plataea ; 
on the west, that from Megara to Plataea. The Greek army 
took the most easterly way, which after a gradual ascent on 
the Attic side reaches the fortress of Eleutherae and the pass 
of the Oak’s Heads, and then descends steeply into the Boeotian 
land. They found when they reached the other side that the 
road passed through the Persian camp, and they were forced to 
take up a position at the foot of the pass. Their right wing, 
consisting of the Spartans and Tegeates, rested on the high 
bastion of the mountain which rises above the town of Erythrae ; 
their centre on lower ground close to the town ; and the left 
wing, where the Athenians and Megariaiis were posted, was 
advanced right down to the foot of the descent. Thus the 
position of the Greeks was astride the road to Thebes. The 
only assailable point was the left wing, and against it Mardonius 
sent cavalry under the command of Masistius. Sore bestead 
by the darts and arrows of the enemy, and with no cavalry to 
aid them, the Megarians required succour. Three hundred 
Athenians (for the Athenians were also on the left wing) went 
down to the scene of battle, and the fortune of the day was at 
last changed when the general Masistius, a conspicuous figure 
ill the fight, fell from his wounded charger. Pie was slain with 
difficulty by a spear which pierced his eye, for his armour was 
imp>enetrable ; and the Persian horsemen, after a furious and 
fruitless charge to recover the body of their leader, abandoned 
the attack. The camp of the Persians was filled with loud 
wailing and lamentation: — echoing, says Herodotus, all over 
Boeotia— for the death of Masistius. 

But this success was far from dealing any solid advantage 
to the Greeks or serious injury to their fo The Persians 
were well content to remain where they were ; their great host 
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road which connected Plataea wdth Thebes. In order to do 
this he moved north-westward along the spurs of Citliaeroii, 
past the towns of Erythrae and Hysiae. To understand the 
operations which ensued, it is to be observed that the region 
between Citliaeron and the Asopus falls into two parts sepa- 
rated by a depression in the ground. The southern part is 
marked by the six ridges already mentioned and the streams 
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wMcli divide them ; while the northern tract is also hilly, 
being marked by three ridges between which rivulets flow into 
the Asopus. Westward the depression opens out into flat land, 
the only flat land here, which stretches northward from Plataea 
to the river and is traversed by the road to Thebes. 

In the movement towards this road, the Athenians who 
formed the left wing were naturally the vaward, and it was upon 
them that the trying duty would devolve of first crossing the 
bridge in the face of Persian cavalry. The only chance of 
accomplishing the generaTs object of cutting off the enemy from 
their base lay in a rapid advance, before Mardonius should 
have time to extend his position westward and block the 
Plataean road. Upon the Athenians lies the responsibility of 
having thrown away this chance. It can only have been due 
to their delays and hesitations that the river was never crossed. 
The whole army halted near the eastern limit of the flat land, 
hard by the spring of Gargaphia, whicli afforded an abundant 
supply of fresh water, and the temple of the hero Androcrates. 
In this position it \vas screened by the rising ground from the 
view of the Persians on the other side of the river. Pausanias 
was now in an awkward situation. He had failed to accomplish 
his strategic object ; he had exchanged an almost impregnable 
for a weak position ; and he had lost the control of the eastern 
passes across Mount Cithaeron. The Persian general, as soon 
as the Greeks had left their first position, promptly occupied 
the passes ; and cut off a provision train -which was on its wny 
to supply the Greek army. The western road was an in- 
sufficient path of communication, and it was clearly desirable 
to recover command of the main road. Pausanias could no 
longer attempt the offensive. 

It would seem that the Greeks remained about two days 
inactive in this weak position, harassed by the Persian cavalry, 
which crossed the river, hovered on the ridges, discharged 
darts into the camp, and finally succeeded in choking up the 
waters of the Gargaphia spring. The only course open to 
the Greeks -was to fall back upon the mountain, and either 
take up a position on the ridges between Hysiae and Plataea, 
or seek to regain their former position at the foot of the main 
pass. Pausanias held a council of war, and it was deteriiiined 
that the Lacedaemonians and right wing should move eastward 
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to recover command of the eastern pass. This movement was 
to be carried out at night, and was to be covered and supported 
by the rest of the army who were to fall back towards the 
mountain. A little to the south-east of Plataea, a spur oi 'The, 
Cithaeron was inclosed by the two branches of a stream which 
met again at the foot of the ridge, and went by the name of of 
the Island. The centre and the left wnre instructed to retreat 
to this ridge, whereon they would be out of the reach of the 
enemy’s cavalry. But the scheme was ill carried out. The 
troops of the centre, whether they mistook their orders or 
w'ere deceived by the darkness, did not reach the Island, but 
took up their post in front of the temple of Hera which wns 
just outside the walls of Plataea. The Athenians, for some 
unexplained reason, failed to obey orders, and remained where 
they were in a dangerous and isolated position. The Lacedae- 
monians themselves also wasted the precious hours of the 
short night. Their delay is ascribed to the obstinacy of the 
commaiider of one of the Spartan divisions, who had not been 
present at the council of war, and refused to obey the order 
to retreat. His name was Amompharetus ; he was a man of 
blameless valour, and Pausanias could not persuade himself 
to leave him behind. But the morning was approaching, and 
at length Pausanias began his march, convinced that his 
stubborn captain would follow when he found himself deserted. 

And so it fell out. When they had moved about ten stades, (n uttie 
the Spartans saw that Amiompharetus was coming, and waited 
for him. But the day had dawned ; the Persians had per- 
ceived that the Greek position was deserted, and Mardonius 
decided that now was the momeut to attack when the forces of 
the enemy were divided. His cavalry came up and prevented tlie 
Lacedaemonians from proceeding. It was on the slopes under The hattu. 
Hysiae, near the modern village of Kriekouki, that Pausanias 
was compelled to turn and withstand the Persian horsemen, 
who were speedily supported by the main body advancing 
under Mardonius himself. The Persians threw up a light 
barricade of their wicker shields, from behind which they 
discharged innumerable arrows. Under this fire the Greeks 
hesitated ; for the victims were unfavourable. At length 
Pausanias, looking towards the temple of Hera, invoked the 
goddess ; and after his prayer the prophets obtained good 
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omens from the sacrifices. The Lacedaemonians no longer 
held back. Along with the Tegeates who were with them 
they carried the barricade and pressed the Persians backward 
towards the temple of Demeter which stood on a high acclivity 
above them. In this direction the battle raged hotly but 
the discipline of the best spearmen of Greece approved itself 
brilliantly ; and, when Mardoniiis tell, the battle was decided. 

The Lacedaemonians and Tegeates had borne the brunt of 
the day. At the first attack, Paiisanias had dispatched a 
hasty messenger to the Athenians. As they marched to the 
scene they were attacked by the Greeks of the left wing of 
the enemy's army, who effectually hindered them from march- 
ing farther. Meanwhile the tidings had reached the rest 
of'' the Greek army at Plataea, that a battle was being fought 
and that Pausanias was winning it. They hastened to the 
scene, but the action was practically decided before their 
arrival ; some of them were cut off, on the way, by Theban 
cavalry. The defeated host fled back across the Asopiis to 
their fortified camp; the Greeks pursued, and stormed it. 
Sijoih. The tent of Mardonius was plundered by the men ^ of Tegea, 
who dedicated in the temx3le of Athena Alea in their city the 
brass manger of his horses ; while his throne with silver feet 
and his scimitar were ke^rt by the Athenians on the Acropolis, 
along with the breastplate of Masistius, as memorials of the 
fateM day. The body of Mardonius was respected by 
Pausanias, but it was mysteriously stolen, and none ever 
knew the hand that buried it. The slain Greek wariiors, 
among whom was the brave Amompharetus, were buried 
before the gates of Plataea, and the honour of celebrating 
their memory by annual sacrifice was assigned to the Plataeans, 
who also agreed to commemorate the day of the deli\eiaiicc 
Fesficai of Hellas by a “ Feast of Freedom " every four years. Pau- 
Ehvtheria. together, and in the name of the Spartans 

and all the confederacy guaranteed to Plataea j)olitical inde- 
pendence and the inviolability of her town and teiritory. 
The hour of triumph for Plataea was an hour of humiliation 
for Thebes. Ten days after the battle the army advanced 
against the chief Boeotian city and demanded the surrender 
of the leaders of the medizing party. On a refusal, Pausanias 
laid siege to the j)Dce, but j)resently the leaders were gi\en 
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up, by their own wish, for they calculated on escaping punish - 
ineiit by the influence of bribery. But Pausaiiias caused them 
to be executed, without trial, at Corinth. A Theban poet {JHncUr,) 
who sympathised with the national effort of Hellas might well 
feel '' distressed in soul.” 

The battle had been won simply and solely by the discipline 
and prowess of the Spartan hoplites. The plans of the ex- 
ceptionally able commander, who was matched indeed with 
a commander abler than himself, were frustrated once and 
again through the want of unity and cohesion in his army, 
tlirough the want apparently of tactical skill — most of all 
perhaps tlirough the half-heartedness of the Athenians. Hever ihe legend 
do the Athenians appear in such an ill light, as in the 
campaign of Cithaeron ; and in no case have they exhibited 
so strikingly their faculty of refashioning history, in no ease 
so successfully imposed their misrepresentations on the faith 
of posterity. They had no share in the victory ; but they 
told the whole story afterwards so as to exalt themselves 
and to disparage tlie Spartans. They represented the night 
movements planned by Pausanias as a retreat before an 
expected attack of the enemy, and they invented an elaborate 
tale to explain how the attack came to be expected. Mar- 
doiiiiis, they said, growing impatient of the delay, called a 
council of war, and it was decided to abandon defensive tactics 
and provoke a battle. Then Alexander of Macedoii showed 
at this critical moment that his real sympathies were with 
Hellas and not with his barbarian allies. He rode down to 
the outposts of the Athenians, and, shouting, we must suppose, 
across the river, revealed the decision of the Persian council 
of v/ar. Thus made aware of the Persian resolve to risk a 
battle, the Spartans proposed to the Athenians to change 
wings, in order that the victors of Marathon might fight 
with the Persians, whose ways of warfare they had already 
experienced, while the Spartans themselves could deal better 
with the Boeotians and other Greeks, with whose methods of 
fighting they were familiar. The proposal was agreed to, and 
as day dawned the change was being effected. But the 
enemy perceived it, and immediately began to make a cor- 
responding change in their own array. Seeing their plan 
frustrated, the Greeks desisted from completing it; and both 
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the adversaries resumed their original positions. Mardonius 
then sent a message to the Lacedaemonians, complaining that 
he had been deeply disappointed in them, for though they had 
the repute of never fleeing or deserting their post, they had 
now attempted to place the Athenians in the place of danger. 
He challenged them to stand forth as champions for the whole 
Greek host and fight against an equal number of Persians. 
To this proposal the Spartans made no reply. Then Mardonius 
began his cavalry operations which led to the retreat of the 
Greeks from their second position. The three striking in- 
cidents of this malicious tale, the night- visit of Alexander, 
the iruitless attempt of the Spartans to shirk the responsibility 
of their post on the right wing, the challenge of Mardonius, 
are all improbable in themselves ; but nevertheless this story 
was circulated and believed, and has received a sort of con- 
secration in the pages of Herodotus. 

Sect. 8. Battle of Mycale and Captuee of Sestos 

The battle of Cithaeron shares with Salamis the dignity of 
being decisive battles in the world’s history. Pindar links 
them together as the great triumphs of Sparta and Athens 
respectively, battles “ wherein the Medes of the bent bows 
were sore aMictecU’ Notwithstanding the immense disadvan- 
tage of want of cavalry, the Lacedaemonians had turned at 
Plataea a retreat into a victory. The remarkable feature of 
the battle was that it was decided hj a small part of either 
army. Sparta and Tegea were the actual victors ; and on the 
Persian side, Artabazus, at the head of 40,000 men, had not 
entered into the action at all. On the death of Mardonius, 
that general immediately faced about and began without delay 
the long march back to the liellespont. Never again was 
Persia to make a serious attempt against the liberty of 
European Greece; ''a god,” said a poet of the day — and the 
poet was a Theban— “ turned away the stone of Tantalus 
imminent above our heads.” For the following century and 
a half, the dealings between Greece and Persia will orily affect 
the western fringe of Asia, and then the balance of power 
■will have so completely shifted that Persia will succumb 
to a Greek conqueror, and Alexander of Macedon will acliieve 
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against the Asiatic monarchy what Xerxes failed to achieve 
against the free states of Europe. 

One memorial of this victory of Europe over Asia has 
survived till to-day. The votive offering which the Greeks 
sent to Delphi was a tripod of gold set upon a pillar of three 
brazen serpents, with the names of the Greek peoples who 
offered it inscribed upon the base. The pillar still stands 
ill Byzantiimi, whither it was transferred after that city had 
been renamed Coiistaiitiiiople by her second founder. The 
immense booty which was found in the Persian camp was 
divided, when portions had been set apart for the gods and 
for the general who had led the Greeks to victory. 

The achievement of the Hellenic army under Mount 
Cithaeron, whicli rescued Greek Europe from the invadeiv was 
followed ill a few days by an achievement of the Hellenic 
fleet which delivered the Asiatic Greeks from their master. 
The Greek fleet was still at Delos. We saw that it was the 
policy of the Athenians to remain inactive at sea until a 
battle had been fought on land. Eor a naval victory would 
probably have meant the retreat of the Spartans from northern 
Greece, on the calculation that the enemy would not attack 
Peloponnesus without the co-operation of the fleet. But the 
armament at Delos was drawn into action by a message from 
the Samians, seeking to join the Greek league, and begging 
help against the Persian. For the Persian fleet was at Samos, 
and hard hj at Cape Mycale was encamped a large Persian 
army, including inany Ionian troops. The Samian request 
was granted ; Leotychidas sailed to the island, and on his 
approach the Persian ships withdrew to the shelter of Cape 
Mycale and their army. The Greeks landed ; attacked, 
carried, and burned the enemy’s camp. Their victory was 
decided by the desertion of the lonians, who won their 
freedom on this memorable day. Mycale followed so hard 
upon Piataea, that the belief easily arose that the two victories 
were won on the same afternoon. There is more to he said 
for the tradition that as the Athenians and their comrades 
assailed the entrenchments on the shore of Mycale the tidings 
of Piataea reached them and heartened them in their work. 

The Athenians and lonians, led by the admiral Xaiithippus, 
followed up the great victory by vigorous action in the 
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Hellespont, while the Peloponnesians with Leotycliidas, con- 
tent with what they had achieved, returned home. The 
difference between the Athenian and the Spartan character, 
between the cautious policy of Sparta and the iinperial instinct 
of Athens, is here distinctly and, it is not too much to say, 
momentously expressed. The Lacedaemonians were unwilling 
to concern themselves further with the Greeks of the eastern 
and north-eastern Aegean ; the Athenians were both capable 
of taking a Panhellenic point of view, and moved by the 
impulse to extend their own influence. The strong fortress of 
Sestus, which stands by the straits of Helle, was beleaguered 
and taken ; and with this event Herodotus closes his history 
of the Persian wars. The independence of the liellespontine 
regions was a natural consequence of the victory of Mycale, 
but its historical significance lies in the fact that it was 
accomplished under the auspices of Athens. The fall of 
Sestos is the beginning of that Athenian empire, to which 
Pisistratus and the elder Miltiades had pointed the way. 


Sect. 9. Gelon Tyeant of Syracuse 
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While the eastern Greeks were securing their future 
development against the Persian foe, and w^ere affirming their 
possession of the Aegean waters, the western Greeks had been 
called upon to defend themselves against that Asiatic power 
which had established itself in the western Mediterranean 
and was a constant threat to their existence. The Greeks 
liad indeed, on their side, proved a formidable check and 
hindrance to the expansion of the dominion and trade of 
Carthage. The endeavours of this vigorous Phoenician state 
to secure the queenship of the western seas, from Africa to 
Gaul, from the coast of Spain to the shores of Italy, depended 
largely for their success on her close connexion and identity 
of interests with her sister-towns in Sicily ; and secondly, on 
her alliance with the strong ihrate power of Etruria. The 
friendly Phoenician ports of western Sicily — Motya, Paiiormiis, 
and Solus — -were an indispensable aid for the African city, 
both for the maintenance of her comimmications with Tuscany 
and for the prosecution of designs upon Sardinia and Corsica. 
In Corsican waters as well as in Sicily, the Phoenician clashed 
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with the Greek. It was in the first quarter of the sixth m 
centiiry that Dorian adventurers from Cnidus and 
sought to gain a foothold in the barbarian corner of Sicily, atUus, 
at the very gates of the Phoenicians. The name of their'^' 
leader was Pentathlus. He attempted to plant a settlement 
on Cape Lilybaeum, hard by Motya, — a direct menace to the 
communications between Motya and Carthage. The Phoe- 
nicians gathered in arms, and they were supported by their 
Elymian neighbours ; the Greeks were defeated and Pentathlus 
i was slain. It was not the destiny of Lilybaeum to be the . 

1 place of a Hellenic city ; but long afterwards it was to become 

illustrious as the site of a Punic stronghold which would take 
the xilace of Motya, when Motya herself had been destroyed 
by a Greek avenger of Pentathlus. After their defeat the Fcnmda- 
men of Pentathlus, casting about for another dwelling-place, 
betook themselves to the volcanic archipelago off the north 
coast of Sicily, and founded Lipara in the largest of the 
islands. This little state was organised on communistic OoUecHv- 
I principles. The soil was public property : a certain number 

of the citizens were set apart to till it for the common use ; 
the rest were employed in keeping watch and ward on the 
coasts of their little home against the descents of Tuscan 
rovers. This system was indeed subsequently modified : the 
, land was portioned out in lots, but was redistributed every 

twenty years. 

The attempt of Pentathlus, the occupation of the Liparaean Oartha- 
group, the recent settlement of Acragas, pressed upon Carthage 
‘ the need of stemming the Greek advance. Accordingly we to Sicily. 

find her sending an army to Sicily. The commander of this ^Mailkus, 
expedition, precursor of many a greater, was Malchus ; and it 560-50 
is possible that he was opposed by Phalaris, who established 
a tyranny at Acragas. There was a long war, of which we 
know nothing except that the invader was successful and 
^ Greek territory was lost to the Phoenician. In the northern 

seas Carthage was also confronted by the Greeks. The The 
Phocaeaiis of Massalia planted colonies and won influence on 
the coast of Spain. We are told that in the days of Cambyses MassaUa; 
\ the Phocaeaiis gained repeated victories over the Cartha- 

! ginians by sea.” Moreover the new Phocaean settlement at of Alalia. 

! Alalia in Corsica was a challenge to Carthage in what she 
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regarded as her own domain. But Greek Alalia was short- 
lived. Carthage and her powerful Etruscan allies nearly 
annihilated the Phocaean fleet ; and the crews which escaped 
were able only to rescue their families and goods. Alalia 
was deserted ; Corsica fell under the power of the Etruscans, 
and the coasts of Sardinia were gradually appropriat^l by 
Carthage. Thus the chance of establishing a chain of Greek 
settlenrents between Massalia and Sicily was frustrated. 

It now remained for Carthage to establish and extend 
Phoenician power in Sicily. We have seen how Dorieus, 
son of a Spartan king, made an attempt to do somewhat the 
same thing which the Cnidian adventurer had essayed-4o 
gain a footing in Sicily within the Phoenician circle. He 
too failed ; but such incidents brought home to Carthage the 
need of dealing another and a mightier blow at the rival 
power in Sicily. She was occupied with the conctuest of 
Sardinia and with a Libyan war, and the struggle was post- 
poned ; but the hour came at last, and the Carthaginians put 
forth all their power to annihilate colonial Greece at the very 
time when the Great King had poured forth the resources of 
Apia, against the mother-country. It was, in the first instance, 
an accident that the two struggles happened at the same 
moment. The causes which led to the one were independent 
of the causes which led to the other. But the exact moment 
chosen by Carthage for her attack upon Sicily was probably 
determined by the attack of Xerxes upon Greece ; and although 
the two struggles ran each its independent course, there is no 
reason to question the statement that the courts of Susa and 
Carthage exchanged messages, through the mediation of the 
Phoenicians, and were conscious of acting in concert agamst 

the same enemy. ^ 

In the second decade of the fifth century Greek Sicily was 
dominated by four tyrants. Anaxilas of Ehegium had inade 
himself master of Zancle, which from this time forward is 
known as Messana, and he thus controlled both sides of the 
straits, which he secured against the passage of Etruscan 
piratea Terillus, his father-in-law, was tyrant of Himera. 
Over against this family group in the north stood another 
famfly group in the south ; Gelon of Syracuse and his father- 
in-law Theron of Acragas. 
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Gelon had been the general of Hippocrates, a tyrant of Emo- 
Gela, who had extended his sway, whether as lord or over- 
lord, over IsTaxos, Zancle, and other Greek cities, and had <^reia. 


Hippocrates had defeated the 


{Battle 


of the 


aimed at winning Syracuse. 

Syracusans on the banks of the Helorus, and would have 
^ . . 492 B c 1 

seized their city, if it had not been for the intervention of 

Corinth and Corcyra. But Syracuse was forced to cede her 

dependency, Camarina, to the victor. Hippocrates died in 

besieging Hybla ; and the men of Gela had no mind to allow 

his sons to continue their father’s tyranny. But Gelon, son Gelon, 

of Deinoiiienes, a general who had often led the cavalry of 

Gela to victory, espoused the cause of his master’s heirs, and 49i ka ; 

as soon as he had gained possession of the city brushed them 

aside and took the tyranny for himself. The new lord of 

Gela achieved what his predecessors had vainly striven to 

accomplish. The Gcmiori or nobles of Syracuse had been 

driven out by the commons, and they axDpealed to Gelon to 

restore them. The Syracusan peoj)le, unable to resist the tvins Syra- 

forces which Gelon brought against them, made terms with •' 

him, and he established his power in Syracuse over oligarchs 

and democrats alike. It seems probable that Gelon was, 

either at once or at a later stage of his rule, formally appointed 

“General with full powders”; we find his brother Hieron, 

who succeeded to his position, addressed by the poet Bacchy- 

lides as “ General ” of the Syracusan horsemen. 

The tyrant of Gela now abandoned his own city and took 
up his abode in Syracuse, making it the centre of a dominion 
which embraced the eastern part of the island. Gela had for 
a short space enjoyed the rank of the first of Sicilian cities ; 
she now surrendered it to Syracuse, which was marked out by 
its natural site for strength and domination. Gelon may be Jie enlarges 
called the second founder of Syracuse. He joined the Island 
of Ortygia with the fortified height of Achradina which looked cmd docks j 
down upon it. In the course of the sixth century a mole had 
been constructed connecting the Island with the mainland, so 
that the city, though it was still called the Island, had become 
strictly a peninsula. Gelon built a wall from the Achradina 
fort down to the shore of the Great Harbour. Thus Achradina 
and Ortygia were included within the same circuit of wall; 
Achradina became part of the city, Ortygia remained the 
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“ acropolis.” The chief gate of Syracuse was now in the new 
wall of G-elon, close to the Harbour ; and near it a new agora 
was laid out, for the old agora in the Island no longer sufficed. 
Hard by docks were built, for Syracuse was to become a naval 
power. She was now by far the greatest Greek city in the 

west. _ , . ■ 

Gelon, belonging to a proud and noble family, sympathised 
and most willingly consorted with men of his own class, and 
looked with little favour on the people, whom he described in 
a famous phrase as “ a thankless neighbour. He held court 
at Syracuse like a king, surrounded by men of noble birth. 
He tolerated the Syracusan commons ; he was not unpopular 
with them ; but he showed elsewhere what his genuine feelings 
were. One of his first needs was to find inhabitants to fill 
his treat- the spaces of his enlarged town. Por this purpose he trans- 
mciit of ^ planted men on a large scale from other places of his dominions. 

’ His own town Gela was sacrificed to the new capital ; the halt 
of its citizens were removed to Syracuse. Harder was the 
fate of luckless Camarina, which was now for the second time 
blotted out from the number of Greek cities. Two generations 
had hardly passed since she had been swept away by the 
Syracusan republic ; and now the Syracusan tyrant carried off 
all the inhabitants and made them burgesses of the ruling 
state. Megara, the next-door neighbour of Syracuse on the 
north, and Euboea higher up the coast, also contributed to 
swell the population of Gelon’s capital. Megara became an 
outpost of Syracuse, while Euboea was so entirely blotted out 
that its very site is uncertain. But in both these cases the 
policy of Gelon strikingly displayed the prejudice of his class. 
He admitted the nobles of Megara and Euboea to Syracusan 
citizenship ; he sold the mass of the commons in the slave 
market. In abolishing cities and transplanting populations 
Gelon set an example which we shall see followed by later 
tyrants. He also invited new settlers from elder Greece, and 
he gave the citizenship to 10,000 mercenary soldiers. 

MsfaMUy. Gelon was supported in his princely power by his three 
brothers, Hieron, Polyzalus, and Thrasybulus. He entered 
into close friendship with Theron, his fellow- tyrant, who made 
Acragas in wealth a power second only to Syracuse itself. 
Theron, hke Gelon, was a noble, belonging to the family of 
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the Emmenids, and his rule was said to have been mild and 
just. Gelon married Damareta, the daughter of Theron ; and 
Theron married a daughter of Polyzalus. The brilliant lords 
of Syracuse and Acragas, thus joined by close bonds, were 
presently associated in the glorious work of delivering Greek 
Sicily from the terrible danger which was about to come against 
her from over-seas. 

Sect. 10. Ti-ib Caethaginian Iawasion of Sicily, 

AND THE Battle of Himera 

A quarrel between Theron of Acragas and Terillus tyrant 
of Himera led up to the catastrophe which might easily have 
proved fetal to the freedom of all the Sicilian Greeks. The TeHilm 
ruler of Acragas crossed the island and drove Terillus out of 
Himera. The exiled tyrant had a friend in Anaxilas of Ehegiuin; tio% of 
but Ehegiuin was no match for the combined power of Acragas 
and Syracuse, and so Terillus sought the help of Carthage, the 
common enemy of all. 

Carthage was only waiting for an opportunity. She had 
been making preparations for a descent on Sicily, and the 
appeal of Terillus merely determined the moment and the 
point of her attack. Terillus urging the Phoenician against 
Himera plays the same part as Hippias urging the Persian 
against Athens, but in neither case is a tyrant’s fell the cause 
of the invasion. The motive of the Carthaginian expedition 
against Sicily at this particular epoch is to be found in a far 
higher range of politics than the local affairs of Himera or the 
interests of a petty despot. There can hardly be a doubt that Carthage 
the Great King and the Carthaginian republic were acting in 
concert, and that it was deliberately planned to attack, inde- 
pendently but at the same moment, eastern and western Greece. 

While the galleys of the elder Phoenicia, under their Persian 
master, sailed to crush the elder Hellas, the galleys of the 
younger Phoenician city would cross over on her own account 
against the younger Hellas. In the Phoenicians of Tyre and 
Sidon, Xerxes had willing intermediaries to arrange with 
Carthage the plan of enslaving or annihilating Hellas. The 
western island mattered little to Xerxes; but it mattered 
greatly to him that the lord of Syracuse should be hindered 
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from sending a powerful succour in men and ships to the 
mother-country. We have already seen how the mother- 
country sought the help of Gelon, and how the danger of Sicily 
forced him to refuse. 

When the preparations were complete, Hamilcar, the shophet 
of Carthage, sailed with a large armament and landed at 
Panormus ; for the call of Terillus determined that the recovery 
of Pliniera should be the first object. It is said that the ainiy 
consisted of 300,000 men, conveyed by more than 200 galleys 
and 3000 transports ; but we can lay no stress on these figures. 
From Panormus this great host moved along the coast to 
Himera, accompanied by the warships, and proceeded to besiege 
the city, which Theron was himself guarding with a large force. 
Hamilcar made two camp)s in front of the town. The sea-camp 
lay on the low ground between the hill of Plimera and the 
beach ; the land-camp stretched along the low hills on the 
western side of the town. A sally of the besieged resulted in 
loss, and Theron sent a message to Syracuse to hasten the 
coming of his son-in-law. With 50,000 foot-soldiers and 5000 
horsemen Gelon marched to the rescue without delay. He 
approached the town on the east side and formed a strong 
camp on the right bank of the river. 

The decisive battle was brought about in a strange way, if 
we can trust the story. Hamilcar determined to enlist the 
gods of his foes on his own side. He appointed a day for a 
great sacrifice to Poseidon near the shore of the sea. For this 
purpose it was needful to have Greeks jDresent who understood 
how the sacrifice should be performed. Accordingly Hamilcar 
wrote to Selinus, which had become a dependency of Carthage, 
bidding that city send horsemen to the Punic camp by a fixed 
day. The letter fell into the hands of Gelon, and he conceived 
a daring stratagem. On the morning of the apipointed day a 
band of Syracusan horsemen stood at the gate of the sea-camp, 
professing to be the expected contingent from Selinus. The 
Carthaginians could not distinguish strangers of Syracuse from 
strangers of Selinus, and they wmre admitted without suspicion. 
They cut down Hamilcar by the altar of Poseidon, and they 
set fire to the ships. All this was visible from the high parts 
of the town above them, and men p)Osted there signalled Ao 
Gelon the success of the plan. The Greek commander im- 
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mediately led liis troops round the south side of the city against 
the land-camp of the enemy. There the battle was fought, a 
long and desperate struggle, in which the scale was finally 
turned in favour of the Greeks by a body of men which Theroii 



sent round to take the barbarians in the rear. The victory 
was complete ; the great expedition was utterly destroyed ; 
the chief himself was slain. 

But of the death of that chieftain the Carthaginians had r/ 
another and a far grander tale to tell. This tale does not ex- 
plain how the battle was brought about. It simply gives us 
a splendid picture. The battle rages ‘'from the morning till 
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the late evening/' and during that long day Hamilcar stands 
at the altar of Baal, in his camp by the sea. A great fire 
devours the burnt-oiferings to the god; victim after victim, 
whole bodies of beasts and perhaps of men, are flung into the 
flames, and the omens are favourable to Carthage. But as he 
is pouring out a drink-offering, he looks forth, and behold his 
army is put to flight. The moment for a supreme sacrifice has 
come; he leaps into the fire and the flames consume him. 
The offering of his life did not retrieve the day ; but here- 
after Himera was destined to pay a heavy penalty for the death 
of Hamilcar. 

The common significance of the battles of Salarnis and 
Himera, or the repulse of Asia from Europe, was appreciated 
at the time and naively expressed in the fanciful tradition 
that the two battles were fought on the same day. But Himera. 
unlike Salarnis, was immediately followed by a treaty of 
peace. Carthage paid the lord of Syracuse 2000 talents as a 
war indemnity, but this was a small treasure compared with 
the booty taken in the camp. Out of a portion of that spoil 
a beautiful issue of large silver coins was minted and called 
“ Damaretean,” after Geloifls wfife ; and some pieces of this 
memorial of the great deliverance of Sicily are preserved. 

Sect. 11, Syracuse and Aoragas under Hieron and 
Theron 

Theron and Acragas had played an honourable part in the 
deliverance of Sicily, though it was a part which was second 
to that of Gelon and Syracuse. Theron survived the victory 
by eight years, and during that time he was engaged in doing 
for Acragas what had been clone already for Syracuse by his 
fellow-tyrant. The enlargement of the Syracusan and the 
Acragantine cities was effected by opposite processes. Syra- 
cuse had sprung up a hill ; Acragas, which was perched aloft 
on a height, sprang down the slope. The enlarged city was 
encompassed by a wall, of which nature had already done half 
the building. The most striking feature of the new city was 
the southern wall, stretching between the rivers, and lined by 
a row of temples. Theron laid the foundations of the temples 
along the wall ; but it was not till long after his death that 
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they were completed, and the line of holy buildings shone 
forth in all its glory. In this work, and in the watercourses 
which he also constructed, Theron had slave-labour in abund- 
ance — the barbarians who had been captured after the battle 
of Himera. Theron placed rescued Himera under the govern- 
ment of his son Thrasydaeiis, who, however, unlike Theron 
himself, oppressed the citizens and won their hatred. 

Meanwhile Geloii died, and left the fruits of his enterprise Death of 
and statesmanship to be enjoyed by his brother Hieron. While 
Hieron was to have the sovereign powder, Geloii desired of^Eiemi, 
Polyzalus, whom he ordered to marry his widow Damareta/^^^ 
should have the suprexne command of the Syracusan army. 

The idea of this dual system was unwise ; and it necessarily 
led to fraternal discord. Polyzalus was popular at Syracuse, 
and his double connexion with Theron secured him the sup- 
port of that tyrant. To Hieron lie seemed a dangerous rival, 
and in the end he was compelled to seek refuge at Acragas. 

This led to an open breach between Hieron and Theron, but 
it did not come to actual war, and it is said that the lyric poet 
Simonides, who w^as a favourite at both courts, acted as peace- 
maker. War between the two chief cities of Sicily did not 
come till after Theron’s death, and then it brought freedom to 
Acragas. 

Hieron may be said to have completed the work of Himera Eieron 
by the defeat which he inflicted upon the Etruscans at Cyme. 

The Etruscans were the other rival power which, besides the 
Carthaginians, threatened the Greater Greece ’’ of the west. 

The possession of the northern outpost of Hellas on the Italian 
coast, the colony of Cyme, was one of the great objects of 
Etruscan politics ; and, three or four years after the accession of 
Hieron, Cyme was pressed hard by a Tuscan squadron. Hieron Battle of 
was a statesman of a suificiently large view to answer the ^ 
Cymaen prayer for help. The Syracusan fleet sailed to the 
spot and defeated the besiegers. From this time the Etruscan 
power rapidly declined and ceased to menace the development 
of western Greece. From the booty Hieron sent a bronze 
helmet to Olympia ; and this precious memorial of one of the 
glorious exploits of Greece is now in the great London collection 
of antiquities. More precious still is the song in which Pindar 
of Thebes immortalised the victory. PytMan. 
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It is perhaps from the hymns of Pindar that we win the 
most lively impression of the wealth and culture of the courts of 
Sicily in the fifth century. Pindar, like other illustrious poets 
of the day, Simonides and Bacchylides, and Aeschylus, visited 
Sicily, to bask in the smiles, and receive the gifts, of the tyrant. 
Ykiorus of Tiio. lord of Syracuse — or king, as he aspired to be styled 
Skiiiav. race-horses and chariots to contend in the great games 

Tit- at Olympia and Delphi, and he employed the most gifted lyric 
TtT poets to celebrate these victories in lordly odes. . Pindar and 
Bacchylides were sometimes set to celebrate the same victory 
in rival strains. These poets give us an impression of the 
luxury and magnificence of the royal courts and the generosity 
of the royal victors. Syracuse, on whose adornment her tyrants 
could spend the Punic spoils, and Acragas, “ fairest of the^ cities 
of men,” seemed wonderful to the visitors from elder Greece. 
Yet amid all their own magnificence and amid their absorbing 
political activity, the princes of this younger western world 
coveted above all things that their names should be glorious 
in the mother-country. They still looked to the holy iilace of 
Delphi as the central sanctuary of the world, and they enriched 
it with costly dedications. The golden tripod, which Gelon 
and his brothers dedicated from Punic treasure, became, like 
the other golden things of Delphi, the loot of robbers ; but we 
are reminded of that fraternal union by a precious bronze 
charioteer, which was dug up recently in the rums of the 
Delphic sanctuary. It was dedicated by Polyzalus, perhaps 
in honour of a Pythian victory. 

ide^hof It were easy to be blinded by the outward show of these 
Fmdar. princely tyrants, %vhich the genius of Pindar has invested wit i 
a certain dignity. But Pindar, himself born of a noble famity, 
cherished the ideas and prejudices of a bygone generation. He 
belonged to a class, he wrote chiefly for a class, whose day 
was past : nobles whose sole aim in life was to win victories 
at the public games. These men were out of sympathy with 
the new ideas and the political tendencies of their own age ; 
they were belated survivals of an earlier society. Pindar 
sympathised with them. He liked aristocracies best; re 
accepted monarchy even in the form of tyranny; but democracy 
he regarded as the rule of a mob’s passions. The despots of 
Sicily and Oyrene supported the national games of Greece, and 
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that was in truth their great merit in the eyes of the poet. 

The chariot-race, the athletic contests, seen in the midst of a 
gay crowd, then the choral dance and song in honour of the 
victory, and the carouse, in the hall j>erhaps of some noble 
Aeginetan burgher, these were '' the delightful things in 
Hellas ” which to Pindar were the breath of life. He was 
religious to the heart’s core; and all these things were invested 
with the atmosphere of religion. But allowing for this, we 
feel that he takes the games too seriously, and that when 
Aeschylus was wrestling with the deep problems of life and 
death, the day was past for regarding an Olympian victory as 
the grandest thing in the "world. We must not be beguiled 
by Pindar’s majestic art into ascribing to the tyrants any high 
moral purpose. It was enough that they should aspire to an 
Olympian crown, and incur the necessary outlay, and seek im- 
mortality from the poet’s craft ; the j)oet could hardly dare to 
demand a higher purpose. 

Pair as the outside of a Syracusan state might seem to a 
favoured visitor who was entertained in the tyrant’s palace, 
underneath there was no lack of suspicion and oppression. 

The system of spies wdiich Hieron organised to watch the lives 
of private citizens, tells its own tale. One of his most despotic 
acts was his dealing with the city of Catane. Pie deported all Founda- 
the inhabitants of Leontini, peopled the place with new 
citizens, and gave it the name of Aetna. His motive was 
partly vanity, partly selfish prudence. He aspired to be 
remembered and worshipped as the founder of a city ; and he 
also intended Aetna to be a stronghold of refuge to himself or 
his dynasty, in case a day of jeopardy should come. His son 
Deiiiomenes was installed as King of Aetna.” But the 
Dorian city of Aetna, so cruelly founded, though it was 
celebrated in lofty phrases by Pindar and had the still higher 
honour of supplying the motive of a play of Aeschylus, had but 
a short duration; it was soon to become Catane again. 

At Acragas, the mild rule of Theron seems to have secured the 
love and trust of his fellow-citizens ; but at Himera he showed 
what a tyrant might do, by slaughtering without any mercy 
those who had showed their discontent at the rule of his son. 
iSTeitlier the Syracusan nor the Acragantine dynasty endured 
long. After Theron’s death Thrasydaeus misruled Acragas, as 472-1 b . c . 
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he had already misruled Himera. But for some unknown 
reason he had the folly to go to war with Hieron, who dis- 
comfited him in a hard-fought battle. This defeat led to his 
fall. Himera became independent, and Acragas adopted a free 
constitution. The deliverance of Syracuse came about five 
vears later. When Hieron died, his brother Thrasybulus took 
the reins of government, and, being a less able and dexterous 
ruler than Hieron, he soon excited a revolution by his 
executions and confiscations. The citizens rose in a mass, and, 
obtaining help from other Sicilian cities, besieged the tyrant 
and his mercenaries in Syracuse. He was ultimately forced to 
surrender and retired into private life in a foreign land. Thus 
the tyranny at Syracuse came to an end, and the feast of 
Elcuthcria was founded to preserve the memory of the dawn 
of freedom. 

The rule of the despots seems to have wiped out the olci 
feud between the nobles and the commons. But a new strife 
arose instead. The old citizens, nobles and commons alike, 
distrusted the new citizens, whom Gelon had gathered together 
from all quarters. A civil war broke out ; for some time, the 
old citizens were excluded from both the Island and Achradina, 
but in the end all the strangers were driven out, and the 
democracy of Syracuse was securely established. One good 
thing the tyrants had done. They had obliterated the class 
distinctions which had existed before them ; and thus the cities 
could now start afresh on the basis of political equality foi all. 
The next half-century was a period of weal and prosperity for 
the republics of Sicily, especially for the greatest among them, 
Syracuse and Acragas, and for Selinus, freed ^ from the 
Phoenician yoke. At Acragas the free people carried to com- 
pletion the works which their beneficent tyrant had begun. 
The stately row of temples along the southern wall belongs 
to this period. “ It was a grand conception to line the southern 
wall, the wall most open to the attacks of mortal enemies, with 
this ’wonderful series of holy places of the divine protectors 
of the city. It was a conception due, we may believe, in the 
first instance, to Theron, hut which the democracy_ fully 
entered into and carried out.”^ But her sacred buildings 
brought less glory to Acragas than The name of the most 

^ Freeman. 
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illustrious of her sons. The poet and philosopher Empedocles Em- 
was reared in what he describes as the great town above the 
yellow river of Aciagas.’" He was not only a profound 
philosopher, an inspired poet, a skilful physician, but he had 
lent his hand to the reform of the constitution of his city. 
Unhappily his personality is lost in the dense covert of legends 
which quickly grew up around him. The true Empedocles 
who, banished from his home, died quietly in the Peloponnesus, 
becomes the seer and magician who hurled himself into the 
bowl of Aetna that he might become a god. A god indeed he 
proclaims himself to be, going about from city to city, crowned 
with Delphic wreaths, and worshipped by men and women. 

For a time indeed the Siceliots were threatened with a Ducetius 
remarkable danger, the revival of the native power of the 
Sicels. This revival was entirely due to the genius of one 
man, and the danger disappeared on his death. • Ducetius .* 
organised a federation of the Sicel towns, and aspired to bring 
the Greek cities under Sicel rule. He displayed his talent in 
the foundation of new cities, which survived the failure of his 

( 3 ) hf-de 

schemes. His first settlement was on the hill-top of Menaenum, ami 
overlooking the sacred lake and temple of the Palici. As his 
power and ambitions grew, he descended from the hill and 
founded Palica close to the national sanctuary, to be the 
political capital of the nation. He captured Aetna, gained 
a victory over the Acragantines and Syracusans, but was Eis 
subsequently defeated by Syracuse, and on this defeat his 
followers deserted him, and the fabric which he had reared 
collapsed. He boldly took refuge himself at the altar in the 
Syracusan market-place ; his case was debated in the Assembly; 
and by an act of clemency, which we might hardly expect, he was 
spared and sent to Corinth. Five years later we find him 
again in Sicily, engaged in the congenial work of founding a 
third city. Kale Akt§ or Fairshore, on the northern coast, with 
the approbation of Syracuse. It is uncertain whether he 
dreamed of repeating his attempt at a national revival or had 
become convinced that the fortune of the Sicel lay in Helleniza- 
tion. His foundations were more abiding than those of 
Hieron ; one of them, Mineo, survives to-day. The career 
of Ducetius exhibited the decision of destiny that the Greek 
was to predominate in the island of the Sicels. 
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Sect. 12. Eeligious Movements in the Sixth Century 

: 111 the latter i3art of the sixth century, the expansion of the 
Persian power had suspended a stone of Tantalus over Hellas, 
and it seemed likely that Greek civilisation might be submerged 
in an oriental monarchy. We have seen how Greek generals, 
Greek spearmen, and Greek seamen averted this calamity. 
We have now to see how another danger was averted, a danger 
which, though it is not like the Persian invasion written large 
on the face of history, threatened Greece with a no less terrible 
disaster. This danger lay in the dissemination of a new religion, 
which, if it had gained the upper hand, as at one time it seemed 
likely to do, would have pressed with as dead and stifling a 
weight upon Greece as any oriental superstition. Spiritually 
the Greeks might have been annexed to the peoples of the 
Orient. 

The age of Solon witnessed not only a social and political 
movement among the masses in various parts of Greece, but 
also an intellectual and spiritual stirring. There was an 
intellectual dissatisfaction with the theogony of Hesiod as an 
explanation of the origin of the world; and the natural 
philosophy of Thales and his successors came into being in 
Ionia. But there was also a moral dissatisfaction with the 
tales of religious mythology, as they were handed down by the 
epic bards ; and this feeling took the form of interpreting and 
modifying them, so as to make them conform to ethical ideals. 
The poet Stesichorus was a pioneer in this direction, and it 
was he who first imported into the legend of the house of 
Atreus — the murder of Agamemnon by his wife, and the 
murder of Clytaemnestra by her son — the terrible moral 
significance which Aeschylus and the Attic tragedians after- 
wards made so familiar. Further than this, men began to feel 
a craving for an existence after death, and intense curiosity 
about the world of shades, and a desire for personal contact 
with the supernatural. Both the scientific and the religious 
movements have the same object— to solve the mystery of 
existence ; but the religious craving demanded a short road 
and immediate satisfaction. The craving led to the propagation 
of a new religion, which began to spread about the middle of 
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the sixth century. We know not where it originally took 
shape, hut Attica became its most active centre, and it was 
propagated to western Hellas beyond the sea. Based partly Memenrs 
on the wild Thracian worship of Dionysus, this religion was 
called Orphic from Orpheus, poet and priest, who was supposed religion. 
to have been born in Thrace and founded the bacchic rites ; 
and it exercised a deep influence over not only the. people at 
large, but even the thinkers of Greece. The Orphic teachers 
elaborated a theology of their own ; a special doctrine of the 
future world; peculiar rites and peculiar rules of conduct. 

But they took iij) into their system, so far as possible, the old 
popular beliefs. The Ori3hic religion might almost be described 
as based on three institutions : the worship of Dionysus, the 
mysteries connected with the gods of the underworld, and the 
itinerant prophets ; but Dionysus, the underworld, and the art 
of the seer and purifier, ail acquired new significance in the light 
of the Orphic theology. 

It was perhaps as early as the eighth century that the Dionysiac 
worship of Dionysus was introduced into northern Greece, and 
various legends record the opjDOsition which was at first oflered 
to the reception of the stranger. His orgies spread, especially 
in Boeotia and Attica. The worshippers gathered at night on 
the mountains, by torchlight, with deer-skins on their shoulders 
and long ivy -wreathed wands in their hands, and danced 
wildly to the noise of cymbals and flutes. Men and women 
tore and devoured the limbs of the sacred victims. They 
desired to fall, and they often fell, especially the women, into 
a sort of frenzied ecstasy, in which their souls were thought to 
be ill mystic communion with Dionysus. It was probably the 
influence of the Dionysiac worship that induced the Delphic 
godd to give his oracles through the mouth of a woman cast 
into a state of divine frenzy. 

Men could also deal with the supernatural world through itinerant 
the mediation of seers. Wise men and women, called laJdcls 
and silyls, attached to no temi)le or sanctuary, travelled about 
and made their livelihood by prophesying, purifying, and 
healing. They practised these three arts through their intimacy 

^ Dionysus was worshipped from of old at Delphi, and was identified with 
Apollo. This identity comes out strikingly in the hymn to Dionysus Paean by 
a Locrian poet (338 B.c.), recently discovered at Delphi. 
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with the invisible world of spirits ; to which the causes of 
disease and uncleanness were ascribed. Epimenides was one 
of the most famous and powerful of these wizards; we saw 
how he was called upon to purify Athens. 

Mysierks. ' Mysteries, connected with the cult of the deities of the 
underworld, supplied another means of approaching the super- 
natural, The Homeric bards of Ionia may have lived in a 
society where life yielded so many pleasures that men could 
look forward with equanimity and resignation to that colourless 
existence in the grey kingdom of Persephone, which is described 
in the epics. But the conditions of life were very different in 
the mother-country in the seventh century. The strife for 
existence was hard, and the Boeotian poet must have echoed 
the groans of many a wretched wight when he cried 

The earth is full of ills, of ills the sea. 

It was a time when men were ready to entertain new views of 
a future world, suggesting hopes that a tolerable existence, 
unattainable here, might await them there. These new hopes 
which began to take shape in the course of the seventh century 
were naturally connected with the religion of the deities of the 
underworld. In Homer we find Persephone as queen in the 
realm of the ghosts, but we meet there no hint of a connexion 
between her worship and that of Demeter, the goddess of the 
fruits of the earth. But as the earth which yields the susten- 
ance of men’s life also receives men into her bosom when they 
die, Demeter and Persephone came to be associated in many 
local cults throughout Greece, and there grew up the legend of 
the rape of Persephone, which was specially developed at 
Eleusis and was the subject of the Eleusinian Hymn to Demeter, 
composed in the seventh century. At Eleusis this cMhonian 
cult acquired a peculiar character by the introduction of a new 
doctrine touching the state of souls in the life beyond the 
grave. 

In the days of Eleusinian independence, the kings them- 
selves were the priests of the two goddesses. When Eleusis 
became part of the Athenian state, the Eleusinian worship was 
made part of the Athenian state-religion ; a temple of the two 
goddesses was built under the Acropolis and called the 
Eleusinion ; and the Eleusinian Mysteries became one of the 


The, 

Eleusiiilan 

religioii. 


vrr 


THE PERILS OF GREECE 


337 


chief festivals of the Attic year, conducted by the king. The 
Mysteries, which were probably of a very simple nature in the 
seventh century, were subsequently transformed under Athenian 
influence. Two points in this transformation are especially to 
be noted. The old Eleusinian king Triptolemus is made more (i) Tripto. 
prominent, and is revered as the founder of agriculture, sent 
abroad by Demeter herself to sow seed and instruct folk in the 
art. But far more important is the association of the cult of 
laechus with the Eleusinian worship. lacclius was a god {2)iacchus, 
of the xinderworld, who had a shrine in Athens. In the 
Mysteries he was borne to Eleusis and solemnly received there 
every year. He was originally distinct from the mystic 
Dionysus, with whom he was afterwards identified. 

The Mysteries seem to have consisted of a representation The rites 
in dumb show of the story of Persephone and Demeter. Mystic 
spells were uttered at certain moments in the spectacle, and 
certain sacred gear was exhibited. There was no explanation 
of any system of doctrine ; the initiated were seers not hearers. 

When the scheme of the Mysteries was fully developed, the 
order of the festival, which took place in September, was on 
this wise.^ On the first day, the cry was heard in the streets 
of Athens — 

Seaward, 0 mystae, mystae, to the sea ! 

And the initiated went down to the shore and cleansed them- 
selves in the sea water. Hence the day was called aXaSe 
jjiV(TTaL. The next two days w’ere occupied wnth offerings and 
ceremonies at Athens, and on the fourth, the image of lacclius 
was taken forth from his shrine and carried in solemn pro- 
cession along the Sacred Way, over Mount Aegaleos to Eleusis, [By the 
The Mystae, as they w^eiit, sang the song of lacchus, and ^ 

the teinple of the goddesses, under the Eleusinian acropolis, 
late at night, by the light of torches. The great day was when 
they assembled in the Hall of Initiation, and sat 'aiwnd on the 
tiers of stone-seats. The Hierophant, who always belonged to 
the Eleusinian royal family of the Eumolpids, displayed the 
secret things of the worship. Beside him the Torch-holder, 
the Herald, and the Priest of the Altar, conducted the mystic 

^ The feast of the greater Mysteries is referred to. The lesser Mysteries were 
celebrated early in the year at Agrae, a suburb of Athens. 
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ceremonies. The Mysteries are mysterious still, so far as most 
of the details are concerned. Yet we may perhaps say that no 
definite dogma was taught, no systematic interpretation was 
i-rh laid on the legends ; but the “ acts ’’ were calculated to arouse 
Sp^iieva.) hopes, mysterious enough to impress their imaginations, 

and vague enough to suggest to different minds different 
simiificances. The rites gave to many an assurance of future 
weal and even to harder reasoners a certain sense of possibilities 
in the unknown. And it was believed that the Mystae had 
an advantage over the uninitiated not only here but hereafter, 

an interest as it were with the powers of the other world. 

So it is said in the old Eleusinian Hymn : 

Bliss batli lie won wlioso tliese tilings liatli seen, 

Among all men upon the earth that go ; 

Blit they" to whom those sights have never been 
Unveiled have other dole of weal and woe, 

Even dead, shut fast within the mouldy gloom below. 

The Eleusinian Mysteries became Panhellenic. All Greeks, 
not impure through any pollution, were welcome to the rites 
of initiation ; women were not excluded by their sex, nor slaves 
by their condition. It is probable that the development of the 
hivsteries owed a good deal to the Eisistratids , and the ground 
plan of the Hall of Ceremonies, which was erected in their 
time, can be traced at Eleusis. 

Sect. 13 . Spee.a.d of the Oephic Eeligion 

The Orphic teachers promulgated a new theory of the 
ixmwgony. creation of the world — a theory which may have derived some 
suggestions from Babylonia. They taught that Time was the 
original principle ; that then Ether and Chaos came into 
being; that out of these two elements Time formed a silver 

eag.'fmn which sprang the first-born of the gods, Phanes god 

ofTight ; the development of the world is the self-revelation 
of Phanes. It w’as necessary to bring this cosmogony into 
connexion with Greek theology. Accordingly, Zeus swallows 
Phanes and thereby becomes the original force from which the 
Mythf,/ .^vorld has to be developed anew. The Thracian god, Dionysus 
Zagreus, is the son of Zeus and Persephone— and thus closely 
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connected with the nnderwoiid. Zeus gives him the kingdom 
of the universe, while he is still a boy ; but he is pursued by the 
Titans, and when, after many escapes, he takes the shape of a 
bull, he is rent in pieces by them, but Athena saves his heart. 

Zeus swallows it, and afterwards brings forth the new Dionysus. 

The Titans, still wet with the blood of their victim, he strikes Origin of 
with lightning, and the race of men springs from their ashes. 

So that the nature of men is compact of Titanic and Dionysiac 
elements, good and bad. The motive of the myth was to 
awaken in the huinan soul a consciousness of its divine 
origin, and help it on its way back to the divine state. To 
escape from the prison or tomb of the body, to become free 
from the Titanic elements, penalties and purifications are 
necessary, and the soul has to pass through a cycle of incar- 
nations. In the intervals between these incarnations which 
recur at fixed times the soul exists in the kingdom of Hades. 

To attain a final deliverance, a man must live ascetically accord- 
ing to rules which the Orpines prescribed, and be initiated in 
the orgies of Dionysus. They prescribed abstinence from animal 
food, and imposed necessary ceremonies of purification. They 
taught the doctrine of judgment after death, and rewards and 
punishments in Hades, according to men’s deeds in the body. 

Thus the Orpines reintroduced, as it were, into Greece the 
Thracian Dionysus, who seemed almost another god when 
brought face to face with the Dionysus who had been hellenized 
and sobered since his admission into the society of the Greek 
gods of Olympus. They adopted and developed the ideas of the 
Eleusinian Mysteries ; and in a poem on the Descent of 
Orpheus into Hades they described the geography of the 
underworld. They also aspired to take the place of the old 
prophets and purifiers ; and they sought out and collected the 
oracles which those prophets had disseminated. Their doctrines 
were published in poems which were intended to supersede 
the Theogony of Hesiod ; and the surviving fragments of these 
works show more poetical power than the compositions of the 
later successors . of Homer. 

The Orphic religion found a welcome at Athens, and was The 
encouraged by Pisistratus and his sons. Onomacritus, one of 
the most eminent Orphic teachers, reputed the author of a 
poem on the ''Eites of Initiation,” won great credit and infiiience 
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at the court of the tyrants. It was supposed that he took part 
{interpoiu- ill preparing the new edition of Homer ; and certainly a splen- 
iirminac passage of Orphic origin was introduced into the episode 
^ of the visit of Odysseus to the world of shades. But another 
interpolation is said to have led to the banishment of Ono- 
macritus 5 he was detected in making additions of his ovn to 
a collection of ancient oracles, which were ascribed to the 
mythical poet Musaeus. 

J^ytha- The Orphic doctrines were taken up by a man of genius, 

Pythagoras of Samos, who went to Italy and settled at Croton, 
Croton, where he was well received. His philosophy had two sides, 
c.^530i.-.c.;^he philosophic and the religious. He made important dis- 
scientijic coveries in mathematics and the theory of music ; he recognised 
the spherical form of the earth, and his astronomical researches 
led to a considerable step, taken by his followers, in the direc- 
tion of the Copernican system — the distinction of real and 
apparent motions. The Pythagoreans knew that the motion 
of the sun round the earth was only apparent, but they did 
not discover the revolution of the earth on its axis. They 
conceived a fire in the centre of the universe, round which the 
earth turns in twenty-four hours ; the five known planets also 
revolving round it ; and the moon and the sun, in a month and 
a year respectively. We never see the fire, because we live on 
the side of the earth which is always turned away from it. The 
whole world is warmed and lit from that fire — the “ hearth of 
the universe.” Pythagoras sought to explain the world, spiritual 
and material, by numbers ; and, though he could plausibly de- 
fend the idea in general, its absurdity was evident when carried 
out in detail. 

hefoiimha. At Crotou he founded a religious sect or brotherhood, 
brother- organised according to strict rules. The most important 
Oryhie docti’ine was the transmigration of souls, and the ascetic mode 
character; Corresponded to that of the Orphic sects. In fact, the 

Pythagoreans were practically an Orphic community. Their 
brotherhood, which did not exclude women, obtained adherents 
not only in Croton but in the neighbouring cities, and won a 
its political decisive political influence in Italiot Greece. But this influence 
influence, exerted solely in the interests of oligarchy ; it would seem 
indeed that the nobles became members of the religious organisa- 
tion, in order to use it as an instrument of political power. It 
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was during the ascendency of the Pythagoreans that a war broke War of 
out between Croton and its neighbour Sybaris, which \?as tlien 
subject to a tyranny. The men of Croton harboured the exiles fJrotm, 
whom Telys, the despot of Sybaris, drove out, and refused his 
deiiiaiid for their surrender. Telys led forth a large host ; a 
battle was fought ; and the Sybarites were routed. Then the Destmc- 
victors captured Sybaris and utterly blotted it out. New cities 
were to arise near the place ; one was for a few months to 5iM0. 
resume its name ; but the old Sybaris, which had become pro- 
verbial throughout Greece for its wealth and luxury, disappeared 
so completely that its exact site is unknown. The destruction 
of the rival city was the chief exploit of the Pythagorean 
oligarchy of Croton ; but a strong opposition arose in Croton 
against the government and against the Pythagorean order. 
Pythagoras himself found it prudent to escape from the struggle Pytha- 
by leaving Croton, and he ended his life at Metapontion. The 
democratic party was led by Cylon, but the Cylonians did not 5io-9(?). 
get the upper hand till more than half a century had passed ; 
and the Pythagorean order flourished in Croton and the neigh- 
bouring cities. At length a sudden blow dissolved their power. 8 u 2 wes- 
One day forty brethren were assembled at Croton in the house 
of Milon. Their opponents set the building on fire, and only goreans, 
two escaped. It was a signal for a general persecution through- 
out Italy ; everywhere the members of the society were put to 
death or banished. 

At the time of the fall of the Pythagoreans, the Orphic 
religion was no longer a danger to Greece. It was otherwise 
ill the lifetime of Pythagoras himself. Then it seemed as if 
the Orphic doctrines had been revealed as the salvation which 
men’s minds craved ; and, if those doctrines had taken firm 
hold of Greece, all the priesthoods of the national temples 
would have admitted the new religion, become its ministers, 
and thereby exercised an enormous sacerdotal power. Nor 
would the Orphic teachers have failed, if there had not been a 
powerful antidote to counteract their mysticism. Even as it 
was, they exercised a permanent influence, stimulating the 
imaginations of poets, like Aesch 3 dus and Pindar, and diffusing 
a vivid picture of the world of Hades, which has affected all 
subsequent literature. 
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Sect. 14 . Ionian Keason 

The antidote to the Orphic religion was the philosophy of 
Ionia. In Asiatic Greece, that religion never took root; and 
most fortunately the philosophical movement — the separation 
of science from theology, of “ cosmogony ” from “ theogony ” — 
had begun before the Orphic movement was disseminated. 
Europe is deeply indebted to Ionia for having founded philo- 
sophy ; but that debt is enhanced by the fact that she thereby 
rescued Greece from the tyranny of a religion interpreted by 
priests. We have met Thales and Anaximander already. 
Pythagoras, although he and his followers made impoitant 
advances in science, threw his weight into the scale of mysticism, 
affected by both the religious and the philosophical movements, 
he sought to combine them; and in such unions the mystic 
element always wins the pi’eponderance. But there were 
others who pursued, undistracted, the paths of reason, and 
among these the most eminent and influential w'ere Xeno- 
phanes and Heraclitus. 

Xo man was more active in the cause of reason than 
Xenophanes of Colophon, who, after the Persian subjugation 
of Ionia, migrated to Elea, where he died in extreme old age. 
But he spent his long life in wandering about the world, and 
none saw and heard more of many lands and many men than 
he. The feeble resistance of Ionia to the invader had disgusted 
him with the Greeks, and produced a reaction in his mind 
against their religion and their ideals. His experience of 
many lands helped him to cast aw^ay national prejudices, and 
he spent his strength in warring against received opinions. In 
the first place he attacked the orthodox religion and showed 
up the irrational side of gods made in the image of men. If 
oxen or horses or lions, he said, had hands to make images of 
their gods, they would fashion them in the shape of oxen, 
horses," and lions. In the next place, he protested against the 
accepted teachers of the Greeks, the poets Homer and Hesiod, 
whom Greece regarded as inspired. All they have taught 
men, he said, is theft, adultery, and mutual deceit. Again, he 
ridiculed the conventional ideals of Greek life, the ideal, for 
instance, of the athlete. He deprecated the folly which showed 


VII THE PERILS OF GREECE 343 

great honours to a victor in a race or a contest. Our wisdom 
is better than the strength of human animals and horses.” He 
carried about and spread his revolutionary ideas from city to 
city in the guise of a musician, attended by a slave with a 
cithern. But he was not merely destructive ; he had some- 
thing to put ill the place of the beliefs which he overthrew. 

He constructed a philosophy of which the first principle was 
god — not like mortals in either form or mind — which he 
identified with the whole cosmos, and which wnas thus material, 
existing in space, and not excluding the existence of particular 
subordinate gods animating nature. He was also distinguished 
as a geologist ; he dre^w conclusions from fossils as to the past 
history of the earth. As a fearless thinker, seeking to break 
through national prejudices, he is one of the most attractive of 
the pioneers of Greek thought. 

But what especially concerns us here is that Xenophanes 
rejected Orpheus as utterly as he rejected Hesiod. He would 
have nothing to do with mysticism and divine revelation ; he 
regarded the Orphic priests as impostors, and he inveighed 
strongly against Pythagoras. We can hardly over-value his 
services in thus actively fighting the battle of reason, and 
diffusing ideas which counteracted not only the comparatively 
harmless superstitions of the vulgar but also the more serious 
and subtle danger of the Orphic religion. Long before lie- 
died, Greek philosophy had become a living power which no 
religion would stifle, a waxing force which would hinder 
sacerdotalism from ever turning back the stream of progress. 

The rationalism of Xenojihanes affected Heraclitus of HemdUus. 
Ephesus, a man of very different temper. Heraclitus heartily 
despised the vulgar — lie was an aristocrat in politics — and lie 
wrote in a hard style, for the few. In old age he retreated to 
the woods to end his life, having deposited the book of his 
philosophy in the temple of Artemis. A man of greater genius 
than any of the Ionian philosophers who preceded him, he 
thought out the doctrine of the flux,” wdiicli exercised an 
immense influence on his successors. This principle was the 
constant change in all things ; existence is change ; we are 
and we are not.” But the process of change observes a certain 
law; nature has her measures; and thus, while he had de- 
veloped the doctrine of relativity — ‘^good and bad/’ he said, 
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“ are the same ’’ — he had a basis for ethics. His influence 
was both subversive and conservative, according as one took 
hold of the doctrine of the flux or the flxed law of the 
world. 

The pantheistic principle of Xenophanes was taken up at 
Elea by Parmenides, who gave it a new metaphysical meariing. 
He assumed an eternal unchanging Being, and treated it Avith 
the scientific method which he learned from the Pythagoreans. 
One of the most important services of Parmenides and his 
followers was their argument that sense is decepth^e and leads 
us into self-contradiction. Here, they said, was the capital 
error of Heraclitus, Avho founded his system on the senses. 

With Parmenides and Heraclitus, philosophy in the strict 
sense, metaphysics, as we call it, Avas fully founded. We have 
not to pursue the development here ; but we have to realise 
that the establishment of the study of philosophy was one of 
the most momentous facts in the history of the CTreeks. It 
meant the triumph of reason over mystery ; it led to the dis- 
crediting of the Orphic moA^ement ; it ensured the free political 
and social progress of Hellas. A danger averted without noise 
or bloodshed, not at a single crisis but in the course of many 
years, is a danger which soon ceases to be realised ; and it is 
perhaps hard to imagine that in the days of Pisistratus the 
religion which was then moAung Greece,, and especially Attica, 
bid fair to gain a dominant influence and secure a fatal poAver 
for the priests. The Delphic priesthood had, doubtless, an 
instinct that the propagation of the Orphic doctrines might 
ultimately redound to its oAvn aclA^antage. Although the new 
religion had arisen AA^hen the aristocracies were passing aAvay 
and had addressed itself to the masses, it is certain that, if it 
had gained the upper hand, it Avould have lent itself to the 
support of aristocracy and tyranny. The tyrants of Athens 
might haA’^e made an Orphic priesthood an useful instrument 
of terror ; and the brotherhood of Pythagoras Avas an unmistak- 
able lesson to Greece Avhat the predominance of a religious 
order Avas likely to mean. 

We may say, Avith propriety, that a great peril was aA^erted 
from Greece by the healthful influence of the immortal thinkers 
of Ionia. But this, after all, is only a superficial AA^ay of 
putting the fact. If we look deeper, Ave see that the victory 
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of philosophy over the doctrines of priests was simply the ex- 
pression of the Greek spirit, which inevitably sought its highest 
satisfaction in the full expansion of its own powers in the free 
light of reason. 

The sixth century, the most critical period in the mental Legmd of 
development of the Greeks, came to be known afterwards as 
the age of the Seven Sages.^ The national instinct for shap- 
ing legends chose out a number of men who had made some 
impression by their justice and prudence, and, regardless of 
dates, invented an ideal community among them, as if they 
had formed a sort of college ; and brought them into con- 
nexion with great people, like Lydian kings. Periander, the 
tyrant of Corinth, was curiously added to the list, which 
included Solon and Thales. To them were attributed wise 
maxims like “ Know thyself,’' “ Avoid excess,” “ It is hard to 
he virtuous.” The spirit, which the legend ascribes to these 
sages and wdiich the lives of Solon and Pittaciis displayed, 
reflects the wisdom, which sought to solve, or rather to evade, 
the everlasting problem of the discrepancy between man’s ideal 
of justice and the actual ordering of the world, by enjoining a 
life of moderation. But it is not without significance that, 
when the Orphic agitation had abated, Greece should have en- 
shrined the worldly wisdom of men who stood wholly aloof 
from mystic excitements and sought for no revelation, in the 
fiction of the Seven Sages. 

^ Solon, Periander, Cbilon of Sparta, Pittaciis, Bias, Thales, Cleobiiliis of 
Lindiis. 


CHAPTEE VIII 


THE FOUNDATION OF THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE 

Sect. 1. The Position of Spai-ita and Career of Pausanias 

The Persian war, in its effects on Greece, illustrates the opera- 
tion of a general law which governs human societies. Pressure 
from without, whether on a nation or a race, tends to jpromote 
unity and cohesion within. In the case of a nation the danger 
of foreign attack increases the sense of unity among individual 
citizens and strengthens the central powder. In the case of a 
race, it tends to weld the individual communities into a nation 
or a federation. In the latter case, the chance of realising a 
complete or permanent unity depends partly on the strength 
and the duration of the external pressure, partly upon the 
degree of strength in the instinct for independence which has 
hitherto hindered the political atoms from cohesion. The 
Persian danger produced a marked tendency towTirds unity, 
but the pressure W'as acute only for a few years, and lasted in 
any form only for a few decades ; and therefore that tendency 
was arrested, and the instinct for independence resumed its iiii- 
contested sway, before any scheme of Panhellenic federal govern- 
ment had become necessary. On the coast of Asia, where the 
danger was permanent, an union came into existence. 

How on these principles a philosopher might have predicted 
that an Hellenic union, whether whole or partial, whether of 
short or of long duration, would follow the repulse of the 
Persians ; he might have predicted that such a great joint 
effort would react upon the domestic development of the 
victorious peoples. But no one could have foreseen what 
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shape the union would take or how the reaction would be 
directed. The course of Orecian affairs entered upon a new 
and unexpected way. For the last forty years, Sparta had 
been the predominant power in continental Greece. She had _ 
become the head of a Peloponnesian League, and had inter- 
veiled with eflect in Greek affairs beyond the limits of the 
Peloponnesus. Her headship in the common resistance to 
Persia was recognised without murmur or dispute by the allies 
of northern Greece ; in fact, her peninsular league may be said 
to have widened into the Panhellenic confederacy of the 
Isthmus. Her admirals had been commanders -in -chief at 
Salarnis and at Mycale ; and, if it were said that those naval 
victories could not be ascribed to Lacedaemonian skill or enter- 
prise, Sparta could point to Thermopylae where her king had 
been gloriously defeated, to Cithaeron where her general and 
her spearsrnen had \von what was after all the decisive contest 
of the war. A political prophet would therefore have been 
tempted to predict that Sparta, universally acknowledged 
before the war to be the leading state of Greece, would after 
the war be able to convert leadership into dominion. A great 
national enterprise, conducted under her auspices to a splendid 
conclusion, must immensely increase the moral strength of her 
position, and might justly stimulate her ambition; moral 
power, by dexterous management, can soon be converted into 
material strength ; in short, after the battle of Plataea, the 
Greek world seemed to lie at Sparta’s feet. If such calculations 
were made, they were doomed to disappointment, Lacedaemon 
had not the means, and the Lacedaemonian government had not 
the brains or the spirit to create the means, of carrying out an 
effective imperial policy. 

For a state which aspired to a truly imperial position in not a sea- 
Greece must inevitably he a sea-power. This was determined ’ 
by the geographical and commercial conditions of the Greek 
world. So long as the Asiatic Greeks belonged to the Persian 
dominion, so long as the eastern waters of the Aegean were 
regarded as a Persian sea, Sparta might indeed hold a domi- 
nant position in a Hellas thus restricted. But when the 
world of free Hellenic states once more extended over the 
Aegean to the skirts of xlsia and to Thrace, Sparta unless she 
became a sea-power could not extend her influence over this 
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larger sea-bound Greece. She might retain her continental 
position, but her prestige must ultimately be eclipsed and her 
power menaced by any city which won imperial authority 
over tlie islands and coasts of the Aegean. This -was what 
happened. 

hM liniita' The Spartaiis were a people unable to adapt themselves to 
new conditions. Their city, their constitution, their sj)irit were 
survivals from '' mediaeval ” Greece. The government was con- 
servative by tradition ; reforms were unwelcome ; a man of 
exceptional ability was regarded with suspicion. They con- 
tinued to drill their hoplites in the fifth century as they had 
done in the sixth ; the formation of a navy would have seemed 
to them as unpractical an idea as an expedition against the 
capital of Persia. And if w^'e follow their conduct of the recent 
war, w’e see that their policy was petty and p>rovincial. They 
had generally acted at the last moment ; they had never shown 
the power of initiation ; their view was so limited by tlie 
smaller interests of the Peloponnesus that again and again 
they almost betrayed the national cause. Failing to share in 
the progress of Greece, utterly wanting in the imperial instinct 
and the equality of imagination which accompanies it, the city 
of Lacedaemon was not marked out to achieve a political union 
of the Hellenic states. She was, however, able to prevent a 
rival from achieving it; but not before that rival had com- 
pletely thrown her into the shade. 

Eistarif of Unfortunately the events of the years succeeding the battle 

ciftEai Plataea are but very slightly known. Herodotus, who, about 

years half a century later, completed the story, compact of fiction 
and history, of the Persian war, ends his work at the capture 
of Sestus. In the meantime the events of that full and 
momentous half-century had not been recorded, except by bits 
and scraps ; the dates became confused, the details were 
forgotten; and, when Thucydides, some years after Herodotus, 
came to investigate the history of this period, the result of his 
research was a meagre narrative, in a very uncertain chrono- 
logical setting. The growth of the Athenian empire is the 
central fact of the period; but before tracing it, we must 
pause— it will not be for long— over the misfortunes of 
' Sparta, h 
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Paiisanias, the son of Cleombrotiis, had shown, it must he curejrr of 
allowed, remarkable military ability in conductiug the campaign 
of Plataea. But his talents as a politician were not equal to 
his talents as a general. Leaping into fame by his victory, he 
was led into attempting to play a part for which he was too 
slight a man, and of which his own city, always jealous of her 
distinguished citizens, disapproved. Sparta sent him out, in 
command of a squadron of ships supplied by her allies, to 
continue the work of emancipating the eastern Greeks. He 4.7S 
sailed first to Cyprus and was successful in delivering the 
greater part of the island from Persian rule. He then pro- 477n.a(;o. 
ceeded -to Byzantium and exj)e]led the Persian garrison. But 
here his conduct became ambiguous ; he began to play a game 
of his own. He connived at the escape of some kinsmen of 
Xerxes who were in the city ; and he committed various acts 
of insolence and oppression to the Greeks. He behaved more 
as a tyrant than as a general; and he completely ruined all 
chances that his country had of remaining at the head of the 
confederacy which the Persian invasion had called into being. 

The eastern Greeks placed themselves under the protection 
and headship of Athens. This step was inevitable ; the mari- 
time power of Athens marked her out to be leader in the 
prosecution of the war beyond the sea. But the conduct of 
Pausanias at Byzantium may well have been the occasion of the 
formal transference of the leadership of the confederacy from 
S]3arta to Athens. At Sparta itself the reports of the doings 
of the general aroused alarm and anxiety. He was recalled to 
answer the charges. It was said that he wore Persian dress, iHs 
and was attended by an Asiatic bodyguard in his journey • 
through Thrace. For he had indeed been intriguing with the 
Persian court. The victor of Plataea offered to enslave his 
own city and the rest of Hellas to Xerxes, and to seal 
the compact by marrying his daughter. His overtures were 
welcomed by the Great King ; and Pausanias, being a small 
man and elated by vanity, was unable to refrain from betraying, 
in little things, his treacherous designs. The Persian intrigue, TecaUeij 
however, could not at this time be proved agaiiist him ; 
was punished only for some acts of injury which he had done 
to particular persons. He was not sent out again ; but he 
subsequently hired a trireme for himself and returned to the 
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scene of his former intrigues. He resumed possession of 
Byzantium and thus controlled the inner gate of the Eiixine ; 
and he succeeded almost immediately in capturing Sestus, 
which gave him control of the outer gate also. This was too 
much for the Athenians who were extending their political and 
commercial interests in those regions, and they sent out a 
squadron under Cimon, the son of Miltiacles, who recovered 
Sestus and drove Pausanias out of Byzantium. The Spartan 
government, hearing that he was intriguing in tlie Troad, sent 
a herald commanding him to return home. He obeyed the 
summons, believing that he could compass an acquittal by 
bribes ; but it seems that he wms already devising a daring and 
dangerous plan against the constitution of his own city. The 
Ephors threw him into prison ; but it was difficult to procure 
evidence of his guilt. He was released and challenged inquiry. 
Everybody knew that he had not only negotiated with Persia 
but that he had' prepared the way for a revolt of the Helots 
by promising them emancipation. He dreamed of converting 
the Spartan state into a true monarchy. But there were not 
clear enough proofs to act upon, until a confidential servant 
turned informer. Pausanias had entrusted him with a letter 
to Artabazus, but the man, who had noticed that none of the 
messengers who had been previously dispatched on the same 
errand, ever returned, broke the seal and read in the letter the 
order for his death. He showed the letter to the Ephors, and 
they, wishing to have proof against Pausanias from his own 
mouth, contrived a stratagem. A hut with a partition was 
erected at the sanctuary of Taenarus. They concealed them- 
selves ill one room and the man remained in the other as a 
suppliant. Pausanias came to discover why he was there ; the 
man told him of the letter and reproached him. In the con- 
versation, Pausanias admitted the whole trutli.^ But he received 
a liiiit of his danger and fled to the temple of Athena of the 
Brazen House. He took refuge in a small covered building 
adjoining the shrine. The Ephors had the doors built up and 
starved him to death. As he was dying they brought him 
out, and by the command of the Delphic god he was buried at 


^ This anecdote has its improbabilities. The device would have been difficult 
of execution owing to the long distance of Taenarus from Sparta. rTor is it easy 
to see why the Ephors should hesitate to act on the letter. 
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the entrance to the sacred enclosure. But the starvation 
within the precincts was an ofience against the goddess and 
brought a curse upon the Spartans. To expiate this they 
dedicated two brazen statues to Athena of the Brazen House. 

Though the adventures of Pausanias are of no great con- 
sequence, his career is typical of the Spartan abroad ; and it 
throws some light on years of which w’-e know very little. 
The Spartan government had sent out another general to re- 
place Pausanias in the Hellespont, but the allies would have 
no more dealings with Spartan generals ; and Sparta made no 
further attempt to win back the allegiance wdiich the Aegean 
and Asiatic Greeks had transferred to Athens. On the other 
hand, she made some attempts at extending her power on the 
mainland and forming a continental federation. She cast her 
eyes upon Thessaly, and perhaps hoped that if she brought the 
far north under her sway, she could extend her influence 
southward to the Crisaean gulf and form a Lacedaemonian 
empire on the basis of the Amphictionic league of northern 
Greece. She sent forth an army under king Leotychidas, who 
landed in the Pagasaean bay, and showed that he could have 
easily subjugated the Thessalian states. But like many a 
Spartan general, he could not resist silver and gold ; and the 
Aleiiad princes saved their power by bribing the invader. His 
guilt was evident, and when he returned home he was 
condemned to death. He saved himself by fleeing to Tegea, 
where Athena’s sanctuary was ever the refuge of a Spartan 
king in the day of danger. It is possible that Sparta gained 
some influence in Thessaly by this enterprise, in which she 
employed the Peloponnesian fleet ; but she made no conquest. 
Hor did her attempt to reorganise the Amphictionic federation 
prosper better. She proposed to expel from this league all 
those states which had joined the Mede — this was aimed at 
Thebes and Thessaly ; and even the states wdiich had not 
joined the federation against the Mede— this was aimed at 
Argos. But through the influence of Tliemistocles, who re- 
presented Athens, the proposal was thrown out. The activity 
of Tliemistocles in defeating the designs of Sparta at this period 
is reflected in the story that he induced the Athenians to set 
fire to the Peloponnesian fleet in Thessalian waters. 

Sparta was unable to prosecute any further plans of empire 
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beyond her own peninsula ; she was soon compelled to fight 
for her position within the Peloponnesus itself. Argos had 
now recovered somewhat from the annihilating blow which 
had been dealt her hj king Cleomeiies, and was entering upon 
a new constitutional development which was ultimately to 
shape itself into a democracy. Most of the small towns, which 
had taken advantage of the prostration of their mistress to 
throw off her yoke, such as Hysiae and Orneae, vrere brought 
back to their allegiance. It might have been harder to cast 
out the slave lords of Tiryns from their Cyclopean fortress ; 
but a prophet from Phigalia came and stirred them up against 
Argos; they took the offensive, endured a defeat, and Tiryns 
was recovered. Thus re-arising, Argos was able to support 
the Arcadian cities in a combination against the power of 
Sparta. She entered into alliance with Tegea, but outside the 
walls of that city the joint forces of the two allies were smitten 
by the hoplites of Lacedaemon. Yet the city was not taken, 
and the epitaph of the fallen warriors told how '' their bravery 
hindered the smoke of blazing Tegea from mounting to the 
sky.” Soon after this we find all the Arcadian cities leagued 
against Sparta, — all except the Mantineaiis who were never 
ready to join hands with their Tegeate neighbours. This time 
Argos sent no help. The Arcadian league sustained a crushing 
defeat at Dipaea, and Tegea was forced to submit. Thus, 
through the energy of the young king Archidamus, Sparta 
maintained her position, but there were grave causes of anxiety 
for the future. She had to behold the synoecisni of the villages 
of Elis into a city with a democratic constitution ; that was a 
danger in the west. Eegenerate Argos was a danger in the 
east. And even in Arcadia, Sparta was constrained reluctantly 
to recognise the new synoecism of the Mantinean villages, as 
a mark of gratitude to the community for holding aloof from 
the Arcadian league. 

Thus it was not given to Sparta to strike out a new path; 
the Persian war left her much where she was before. She was 
unfitted by her institutions for empire-making ; she was a 
jealous and unkind mother to great or ambitious children ; and 
the dangers which might menace the constitution from men of 
ability, such as Pausanias and Leotychidas, whom the stress of 
the Persian invasion raised into prominence in the Greek world,, 
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occupied lier thoughts far more than the prospect of aggrandis- 
ing her power. She had, if anything, diminished rather than 
increased her prestige, and she had shown the world that she 
was destined to remain in the old Peloponnesian groove. In 
the meantime another city had been advancing with rapid 
strides along a new path, compassing large enterprises, and 
establishing a large empire. 

Sect. 2. The Conebdeeacy oe Delos 

The liihewarmness of Sparta, exhibited in her failure to 
follow up the battle of Mycale, had induced the Ionian and 
other Asiatic Greeks to place themselves under the leadership 
of Athens. Thus was formed the voluntary confederation on 
■which an Athenian empire was to rise. The object was notaw- 
only to protect the rescued cities from reconc|uest by 
bai’barian, but also to devastate the country of the Great King, 
ill order to obtain by rapine a set-off against the expenses and 
losses of the war. The treasury of the league was established 
in the sacred island of Delos, the ancient centre of Ionian 
worship, and it was hence called the Confederacy of Delos. (Above, 
The recapture of Sestus was its first achievement. e 

The league included the Ionian and Aeolian cities of Asia ; 
the islands adjacent to the coast from Lesbos to Ehodes ; a 
large number of towns on the Propontis, and some in Thrace ; 
most of the Cyclades ; and Euboea except its southern city 
Carystus. It was a league of sea-states, and therefore the 
basis of the contract was that each state should furnish ships 
to the common fleet. But most of the members were small 
and poor ; many could not equip more than one or two ships ; 
many could do no more than contribute a part of the expense to 
the furnishing of a single galley. To gather together a number 
of small and scattered contingents at a fixed time and place 
was always a matter of difficulty; nor was such a miscellaneous 
armament easily managed. It was therefore arranged that the 
smaller states, instead of furnishing ships, should pay a yearly 
sum of money to a common treasury. It is uncertain how 
the amount of these payments was fixed. It seems probable 
that a calculation was made that all the states, which under- 
took to pay in money, ought to have been able to contribute 
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£ 124 , 200 . loetween them 100 ships; and that the annual sum of 460 
talents was taken as the equivalent of this contribution. Then 
a careful estimate was made of the resources and capacities of 
each city ; and that sum was proportionally distributed among 
( 06 po?.) them. The valuation of the %vealth of the confederate cities 
and the determination of the “ contribution ” of each was a 
ThePhofos work of great difficulty and responsibility ; and it was devolved 
^sf^db^ upon Aristides, whose discretion, and the respect in which he 
was held, fitted him eminently for the task. His valuation 
remained in force for more than fifty years. Thus from the 
very beginning the Confederacy consisted of two kinds of 
members, those who furnished ships and those who paid an 
equivalent in money — a ^lioros, as it was called; and the 
second class was far the larger. For besides those who could 
only furnish a ship or two, or even part of a ship, many of 
the larger cities preferred the system of money payments, 
Avhich did not oblige their burghers to leave home. The 
tribute was collected by ten Athenian officers, who bore the 
The title of Hellenotamiae, “ treasurers of the Greeks.” The Council 
Conned. Confederates met at Delos, where the treasury was, and 

each member had an equal voice. The large number of votes 
enabled Athens easily to control the proceedings of the 
Council; she could influence the smaller states, and the 
number of these votes overcame the weight of any opposi- 
tion which the larger states could offer. As leader of the 
Confederacy, Athens had the executive entirely in her hands, 
and it was of the highest significance that the treasurers were 
not selected from the whole body of Confederates but wrere 
Athenian citizens. Thus from the first Athens held in her 
hands the means of gradually, and without any violent revolu- 
tion, transforming the naval union into a naval empire. 

While the name of Aristides is connected most closely with 
the foundation of the Confederacy, there is no doubt that it 
was clue to his rival Themistoeles that Athens took the tide of 
fortune at the flood. Themistoeles had made his city a sea- 
power; and this feat approved him the greatest of all her 
statesmen. He was a man of genius. The most reserved of 
all historians, Thucydides, turns aside to praise his unusual 
natural gifts : Ms power of divining what was likely to happen, 
and his capacity for dealing with difficult situations. We 
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should have expected that the guidance of the policy of Athens, 
the organisation of the new Confederacy, would have been 
entirely entrusted to Themistocles. Half a century later, 
when the democratic development of Athens had advanced 
farther, this would probably have been the case. But at this 
time a man without powerful connexions could not long main- 
tain his influence over the people. Themistocles had no party 
behind him, and the exceptional ability of the man is shown 
by nothing so much as by the fact that in spite of this dis- 
advantage he played such a great part. His rivals, Aristides 
and Xanthippus, were representative of the old and considerable 
party of the Coast, which was associated with the family of 
Megacles and Cleisthenes, to which the wife of Xanthippus 
belonged. They are the leaders at Plataea and Mycale ; the 
name of Thernistocles does not appear in the second year of 
the Persian war. The circumstance that Themistocles was not 
a party leader, that there was no protracted period during 
which Athens submitted to his influence, might easily lead us 
to underrate his importance. Though he was not foi'inally or 
officially the founder of the Confederacy, yet, when Athens 
undertook the leadership and entered upon the new paths 
which then opened out before her, she was under the spell of 
a sf)irit of which he had been the clearest and earliest inter- 
preter. But his influence had not yet passed away ; and, 
while the fleet was building an empire in the east, thex’e was 
work for him to do amid the ruins of Athens. 


Position of 
Themis- 
todes ; he 
has no 
'party to 
support 
him. 


Sect. 3. The Foetificatiok of Athens and the Piraeus 

Themistocles, as we saw, made Athens a sea-power. Under The Acro- 
his guidance she threw her chief energy into the developinent 
of a navy; but, if she had followed that guidance more fully, 
she would have now cut herself more boldly adrift from the 
ties which attached her to the continent. It often occurred 
to the Athenians to regret that Athens was not an island ; 'hf 
we were islanders,'’ they thought, '' we could defy the world." 

There would always be the Boeotian and the Megarian frontiers. 

But, if a series of strong fortresses had been regularly main- 
tained on these frontiers, and if Athenian politicians had 
resolutely eschewed a continental policy, it might have been 
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possible to spead practically all their strength on their ships. 
In any case, when Athens decided to enter upon a new career, 
her true policy would have been to come down to the Piraeus. 
She should have left her old city round the Acropolis and 
migrated to the shore of the sea which was henceforward to 
shape her history. The position of the Acropolis was a fatality 
for Athens ; it was too far from the sea and at the same time 
too near. If it had been as far from the coast as Aeharnae, 
the citizens would almost certainly at this period have trans- 
ferred their hearths and temples to the hill of Munychia and 
the shores of the Piraeus. But it was near enough to admit 
of tolerably quick communication with the harbour ; and this 
geographical circumstance at once saved the old town and 
weakened the new city. Expediency will induce a monarch, 
but nothing except necessity will persuade a free people, to 
take the momentous resolution of leaving the spot where the 
homes and temples of the community have stood for centuries 

the prlace associated with their dearest memories, their hopes 

and their fears. 

Had Themistocles been a tyrant, we may venture to suppose 
that he would have left Athens unfortified, built his palace on 
Munychia, and made Piraeus the centre of government — the 
city ; so that in a few years the old town would have sunk 
into - decay. But since Athens was to remain as before, not- 
withstanding the new development, and since this new develop- 
ment made the Piraeus of greater strategic importance, it 
became necessary to fortify and defend two towns within five 
miles’ distance of each other. 

The walls After Plataea, the Athenians brought back their families 

of Athens goods to their desolate habitation. Little of the old town 
wall was still standing, and they proceeded to build anew 
wall. The work was done in haste; the material of older 
buildings and even gravestones were used. The traces of haste 
can be detected in some of the remains of this wall of Themis- 
tocles, near the Dipylon Gate in the north-west of the city. 
For it was by the advice and under the inspiration of Themis- 
tocles that the work was wrought. It embraced a larger 
circuit than the old enclosure ; on the south side it followed 
the heights of the Pnyx group of hills, and approached the 
Ilisus. The Peloponnesians looked with jealousyvat the rise 
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of the Athenian walls. The activity of Athens in the Persian 
war and her strong navy made them suspect her ambitions. 
But they could not prevent her from strengthening her town. 
The Lacedaemonians sent an embassy, to deprecate fortifications, 
and to invite the Athenians instead of fortifying their own 
town to join Sparta in demolishing all fortifications in Greece. 
But they were not in a position to do more than remonstrate. 
As the name of Themistocles was associated with the wall, it 
was inevitable that an anecdote should be circulated, to illustrate 
the resources and wiles of the Attic Odysseus. At his sugges- 
tion, the Spartan envoys were sent back with the answer that 
the Athenians would send an embassy. When they were gone, 
he started himself, as one of the ambassadors, but his colleagues 
were to remain behind till the ^vall had reached the lowest 
defensible height. In the meantime, the whole population, 
men, women, and children, were to pi*ess on the work. Having 
arrived at Sparta, he delayed presenting himself before the 
assembly, and when he was asked why, he said that his 
colleagues had been detained and that he expected them every 
day. Meanwhile persons arriving from Athens assured the 
Spartans that the wall was being built. Themistocles asked 
them not to be deceived by such rumours, but to send men of 
their own to discover whether it was true. At the same time 
he sent a message to Athens, with instructions that the envoys 
from Sparta should be detained till he and his colleagues had 
returned. The wall had now reached a suflicient height ; and, 
the other ambassadors having arrived, Themistocles appeared 
before the assembly, and declared that Athens had walls and 
could defend her people. In future, he said, if the Lacedae- 
monians or their allies have any communication to make, they 
must deal with us as with men who are capable of deciding 
their own and Greece’s interests. The Lacedaemonians had to 
put as good a face on the matter as they could. The story 
has significance in representing Athens as now formally declar- 
ing herself the peer of Sparta. 

The fortification of Piraeus was likewise taken in hand. 
A thick wall was built all round the Munychian peninsula, 
keeping close to the sea, and was continued along the north 
side of the harbour of Cantharus, — or the Harbour, as it was 
simply called,— and out to the promontory of Eetionea. The 
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entrances to this chief Harbour and to the two small havens of 
Munychia and Zea on the east side of the peninsula were 
fortified by moles. 

In the course of the next twenty years the Athenians came 
to see the disadvantage of the two towns, which ought to have 
been one. It was borne in upon their statesmen that in the 
case of an enemy im^ading Attica with a powerful army, the 
communications between Athens and the Piraeus might be 
completely severed, and the folk of the city be cut off from 
their ships. In order to meet this danger — which would have , 
been most simply met by deserting Athens a new device was 
imagined. It was resolved to transform the two towns into a 
The. Lmuj double town, girt by a continuous line ot fortification. Two 
wau, ^ diverging walls were built, to connect Athens with the sea. 
458 s.t. northern joined the Piraeus wall, near the Harbour, the 

southern ran down to the roadstead of Phaleron. Py these 
Long Walls, costly to budd and costly to defend, Athens sought 
to rectify a mistake and adapt her topography to her role of 
mistress of the sea. 

But though this device of Athens to conciliate her past 
history with her future seems clumsy enough, it answered its 
purpose fairly well. Her naval power was based upon the 
only sure foundation, a growing naval commerce. This, in its 
The turn, depended upon the increase of Attic industries, which 

piroiKOU may be estimated by the enormous number of resident aliens 

or metics, who settled in Athens or Piraeus for the purpose of 
manufacture and trade. These ineticS; who seem to ha'v e 
ultimately approached the number of 10,000, were liable to 
the same ordinary burdens as the citizens, and, when a property- 

tax was imposed in time of war, they were taxed at a higher 

rate. We may well believe that Themistocles was concerned 
to encourage the growth of a class of inhabitants who were 
directly or indirectly so profitable to the community. But in 
our scanty and vague records of this momentous peiiod, it is 
impossible to define the activity of Themistocles. 

We know that he wished to introduce a system by which 
a certain number of triremes should be added to the fleet every 
year; but this idea was not adopted; new ships were built 

time according as they were needed. But a 

of fumishiug them was introduced. The state 
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supplied only the hull and some of the rigging ; the duty and 
expense of fitting the galley, launching it complete, and training 
the oarsmen, were laid upon the most wealthy burghers, each 
in his turn. This public burden was called the trierarchy, and 
the trierarch, who sailed with Hs ship, w^as responsible for the 
good repair of the trireme at the end of the period of his office. 

One hundred and seventy oarsmen composed of hired foreigners Crtw. 170 
and slaves, and partly of the poorest class of the citizens, pro- 
polled each galley ; there was a crew of twenty men, to manage hyphctaU 
the vessel, including the keUustes who set the time to the oars- cpihaiai. 
men ; and there were, besides, ten soldiers. 

As their navy was from henceforth to be the chief arm of 
their military power, the iltheniaiis were obliged to make a Change 
necessary change in the constitution of their highest military 
command. Two courses were open to them. They might 
leave the board of generals as it was, each general being the 
captain of the hoplites of his own tribe, and institute a new 
board of admirals. If this arrangement had been made, it 
would have been necessary to assign to the admirals a higher 
authority, for the purpose of conducting joint operations by 
land and sea, so that the position of generals would have been 
reduced to that of subordinate officers. The other course was 
to make the generals supreme commanders by land and sea 
alike — and such had been their virtual position during the 
Persian invasion. This second plan was adopted, and as a {See above 
logical consecpieiice the generals were no longer elected one-^^’^^'’^ 
from each tribe, but from the whole people, though in actual 
practice an attempt was made to secure that each tribe should 
be represented. The old duties of the generals as commanders 
of the tribal regiments were undertaken for the infantry by 
new officers called taxiarchs and for the cavalry by the 
phylarchs. 

The fortification of the city and her harbour was the chief, Restora^ 
but it was not the only, work that the masons of Athens were 
set to do. The Persians had wi*ecked the houses of Athena on Athena 
her high hill, and no duty was more pressing for the Athenians, 
when the danger passed, than to find a dwelling-place for Drech-^ 
goddess. There can be little doubt that their first thought 
was to restore the elder temple, the house which she shared 
with Erechtheus, the place of the precious emblems of the 
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olive-tree and the salt-spring— if it were only to make it 
ready in some temporary fashion to receive the ancient wooden 
image, which had probably been lodged in a secret hiding- 
place. It is not clear that they attempted any complete or 
The Rem- partial restoration of the younger temple, the House of a 
toinpedon. Feet; perhaps they simply swept away the ruins. 

Probably the walls and coliiinns still partly stood, but the roof 
and all the woodwork had been destroyed, and the sculptures 
which adorned the pediments had been cast down and shattered. 
The limbs and trunks of the giants, strewn among the ruins, 
were cast away into the rubbish heaps, from which they have 
been drawn forth recently into new honour, as precious relics 
The of the early art of Greece. In any case, even if they rebuilt 
tiewlempu dismantled temple, the burghers of Athens 

{of Themis- ^,^rQTe not content; they resolved that the lady of their city 
: should have an ampler and more glorious dwelling-house. It 
remains (f probably when Themistocles was still their guiding states- 
nian that the plan was laid of a second temple near the southern 
, brink of the hill. The foundations of this new temple are still 

PartheMon. , _ . . _ . _ 

to be seen ; but it was never carried out as it was designed ; 
when the time came to rear the walls, the plan was entirely 
altered ; and, as we shall see hereafter, the Parthenon arose on 
the foundations which wnre intended for a building of wholly 
different proportions. 

Sect. 4. Ostracism and Death of Themistocles 

For some years Themistocles divided the guidance of 
public affairs with Aristides and Xanthippus. He super- 
intended the building of the walls, and we have already seen 
how he effectually opposed the designs of Sparta. But the 
man of genius had his weaknesses. Like most Greek states- 
men, he was accessible to bribes, and perhaps he would hardly 
have cared to tell how he had become a rich man. It was 
more serious that his vanity betrayed him into committing 
public indiscretions. He built near his own house a shrine to 
{Artemis Ai’temis wisest in Council,'' on the ground that the counsels 
tide!)' which he had offered his country had been wiser than all 
others. In themselves such things were of little importance ; 
but they conduced to unpopularity and gave opponents a 
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handle for attack. The time and the immediate causes of the 

banishment of Themistocles are uncertain 

to carry through measures which were too icv - 7 

Aristides, though Aristides was a 

events he succumbed to a coalition of Aristides and XanldnPPUS; 
which was doubtless also 

into prominence through his militaiy succes^c.. PP 

„,ade to the trial ot Oet.uc«B; and the ^eater J* an 

thonsand sherds boM the name otTbemtstoo es ^ 

fatal sherds, perhaps,, still exists. The "" 

tip his abode in Argos. The presence tliero ot sael ■ ? 

and aoUvo enemy was not agreeable to Sparta, ™ ' ‘ ^ 

lelt long in peace. When the Persian ..’‘"S”’ 
were disclosed the 

was implicated in the scandal. Lut thougli ineii 

communications with Pausanias. 3 really 

promising kind, it is not in the least likely that 
miilty of any design to betray Greece to Persia , it is lathu to 
be presumed that those communications were ^ 

the'schemes el Pansanias against the Spartan ™ 

was .censed ot high treason agains^ 3 5^’ fled to G«reV». nm -t 
to arrest him and bring him to tiial t a." “ ^ rar/im- 

The Corcyraeans refused to keep him and he rtc 

Epirus, pursued by Lacedaemonian and Athenian otocc , 

was forced to stop at the house of bad 

Molossians, though his previous relations wit i _ ^ ° ^ 

not been friendly. In these western lands, we seem 
translated into a far older time and to visit ‘j"® 
a Homeric king. Admetus was not at home, h ^ 

suDplicated the queen and she directed him to take hei chii 
3 seat hlrnseh by the hearth. Whe.r ri.e W -Wjnw . 

Themistocles implored his protection ; and A m^ 1 

refused to give him up to the pursuers. The , ' 

appointed of their pmy, condemned “ 

to loss of citizenship. Admetus sent f®" of 

Pydna in Macedonia. A vessel carried him 

1 Pevliaps: If 

tocles was recorded, on tile occasion ot the ostiaoism 

Xantliippns. 
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Ionia. For some years lie lay hidden in towns on the Asiatic 
coast, blit when Xerxes died and Artaxerxes came to the 
throne, he went up to Susa and intrigued at the Persian court. 
Thus circumstances drove him to follow the example of 
Pausanias ; and, by a curious irony, the two men who might 
be regarded as the saviours of Greece, the hero of Salamis and 
the hero of Plataea, were perverted into framing plans for un- 
doing their own work and enslaving the country which they 
had delivered. It may well have been, however, that Themi- 
stocles, who was an able and far-sighted man, merely intended 
to compass his own advantage at the expense of the Great 
King, and had no serious thought of carrying out any designs 
against Greece. He was, as we might expect, more successful 
than the Spartan schemer. He won high honour in Persia 
and was given the government of the district of Magnesia, 
where Magnesia itself furnished his table with bread, Lamp- 
saciis with wine, and Myus with meat. 

Themistocles died in Magnesia, and the Magnesians gave 
him outside their walls the resting-place which W' as denied to 
him in his owm country.^ Xor were they content with this ; 
they sought to associate his fame more intimately with their 
own city. They paid him the honour of a hero, and erected 
ill their market-place a statue of the saviour of Greece, stand- 
ing naked in the act of pouring a libation over an altar, below 
which lay a slain bull. It was not long before this scene was 
wilfully or ignorantly misunderstood and gave rise to a false 
story. Half a century after the death of Themistocles it was 
popularly supposed that he had poisoned himself with bull’s 
blood; and the absurd motive of despair at his inability to 
fulfil his promises to the Persian king was assigned for his 
self-slaughter. There can be little doubt that this tale, first 
circulated perhaps by malicious tongues at Athens, was suggested 
by the bull and the libation-dish in the monument of the 
Magnesian market-place. 

^ It is said that relatives took his hones to Attica and buried them secretly ; 
and it is supposed that his Attic sepulchre can be identified on the shore of the 
Munychian promontory. 
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Sect. 6. The Goneedeeacy of Delos becomes an Athenian 

Empire 

The conduct of the war which the Confederacy of Delos was cmio% 
wao;inff asainst Persia had been entrusted to Cimon, the son 

Miltiades. We have seen already how he drove Paiisanias/fie^. 
oat of Sestus and Byzantium. His next exploit was to capture oapiure of 
Eioii, a town near the mouth of the Stryrnon, and the most ^ 
important stronghold of the Persians east of the Hellespont, 

The place was defended to the uttermost by Boges, its gallant 
commander, who refused all overtures ; and when the food ran 
out he lit a great funeral pyre. He slew his wife and his 
children, his concubines and his slaves, and hurled them into 
the fi.re. He took all his gold and silver to the top of the 
wall and flung it into the waters of the Strymon. Then he 
leaped himself into the flames. Thus the Athenians captured 
a strong coast-fortress, and they were tempted by the rich 
cornfields and the forests of timber in the neighbourhood to 
make a permanent settlement at Eion ; but the colonists whom 
they sent forth were destroyed hy the Thracian natives. The 
da}^ for the estahlisliinent of the Athenian power on the lower 
Strymon had not yet come. 

Doriscus, wliich commanded the mouth of the Plebrus, was 
still in Persian hands, the attempts of the Athenian fleet to 
take it were successfully resisted, and we know not what befell 
it ill the end. Perhaps it fell into the hands of the Thracians. 

The next enterprise of Cirnoii was the reduction of the rocky Oonquestqf 
island of Scyrus, a stronghold of Dolopian pirates. While ^ 
Athens was winning posts on the fringe of the Aegean, it was ^ 
no less necessary for her to secure intermediate stations ; and 
the importance of Scyrus was its position on the sea-road from 
Athens to western Thrace. The rude inhabitants were enslaved, 
and their place was taken by Attic settlers ; the island was in 
fact annexed to Attica, But Cimon won less glory by the 0/ 

conquest than by the discovery of the bones of Theseus. There 
was a Delphic oracle which bade the Athenians take up the 
bones of Theseus and keep them in an honourable resting-place, 
and perhaps there was a legend that the hero was buried in 
Scyrus. In any case, whether by chance or after a search, 
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there was found in the island a grave containing a warrior’s 
corpse of heroic size. It was the corpse of Theseus; Cinioii 
brought it back to Athens ; and perhaps none of his exploits 
earned him greater popularity. 

A few years later Cimon achieved what was the most 
brilliant success of his life. Hitherto he had been busy in the 
northern waters of the Aegean ; it was high time that the 
lieet should sail southward and strike a blow against the 
Persian power in the seas of Ehodes and Cyprus. It was not 
only high time, it was imperative ; for Xerxes had equipped 
a great armament — his last resistance to the triumph of G-reek 
arms. Cimon delivered both the Greek and the native coast 
towns of Caria from Persian rule, and constrained the Lycian 
communities to enrol themselves in the Confederacy of Delos. 
Then at the river Eurymedon in Pamphylia he found the 
Persian army and the Persian fleet ; and overcame them in a 
double battle by land and sea, destroying 200 Phoenician 
ships. This victory sealed the acquisition of southern Asia 
Minor, from Caria to Pamphylia, for the Athenian federation, 
and delivered any Ionian cities that still paid tribute to Persia. 

The booty which was won in this battle was put to the 
use of fortifying the Athenian citadel which the Persians had 
dismantled. Themistocles, who laid his hopes on the Piraeus, 
would have been content that the Acropolis should have re- 
mained un walled ; but the conservative policy of Cimon decided 
that it should become again the fortress of Athens. The south 
wall was now built out of the spoils of the Eurymedon. 

It could not be said that the Confederacy of Delos had 
failed to do its work. The victory on the Pamphylian river 
freed Greece from all danger on the side of the Persian empire ; 
and Cimon soon followed up his success by reducing some 
places on the Thracian Chersonese which were still held by 
the barbarians. But in the interval between the conquest of 
Scyrus and the battle of the Eurymedon, the confederate fleet 
had been set to do other work. It had been set to make war 
upon Greek states, which were unwilling to belong to the 
league. The first case was one of pure and simple coercion of 
a foreign city. Carystus, unlike the other cities of her island, 
had held aloof from the Confederacy ; and this anomaly seemed 
intolerable to Athens, especially as the place was so near the 
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shores of Attica. Carystus was subjugated, and made, in spite 
of herself, a member of the league. The second case was that 
of a confederate state which wished to be confederate no longer. 
iSTaxos seceded from the league, and the fleet of the allies Ref^oit and 
reduced her by blockade. In the case of Carystus, the Con- 
federacy could defend its act only by the plea of political 469 jj,c. f 
necessity ; in the case of Naxos, it could reasonably maintain 
its right of forcing the individual members to fufil their obliga- 
tions until the association should be dissolved by the common 
consent of all. But both acts alike seemed to be acts of 
tyrannical outrage on the independence of free states, and were 
an offence to public opinion in Greece. The oppression was 
all the worse, inasmuch as both Naxos and Carystus were 
deprived of their autonomy. They became in fact subjects of 
Athens. They are typical examples of the fashion in which 
the Athenian empire was built up. Athens was already forging 
the fetters with which she would bind her allies. 

The victory of the Eurymedon left Athens free to pursue Revolt qf 
this inevitable policy of transforming the Confederacy into an 
empire. The most powerful confederate state on the Thracian 
coast was the island city of Thasos. Possessing a considerable 
fleet, it was doubtless one of those cities which contributed 
ships. Athens was making new endeavours to plant a settle- 
ment on the Strymon and to lay hands on the traffic in those 
regions. Pier interests collided with those of the Thasians, 
whose prosperity largely depended upon their trade in Thrace. 

A dispute arose about a gold mine and the islanders revolted. 

They hoped for support both from Macedonia and from Thrace, 
since both those countries were interested in excluding xithens 
from the coast trade of the northern sea-board. They hoped 
too for help from Sparta ; but the Lacedaemonians were 
liindered from sending succour by a revolt of the Helots, 

The fleet of the Thasians was defeated by Cimon, and after a Swrendev, 
long blockade they capitulated. Their walls were pulled down, 
their ships were handed over to Athens, they gave up all claim 
to the mine and the mainland, and agreed to pay whatever 
tribute was demanded. 

The typical instances of these three island cities, Carystus, 

Naxos, and Thasos, exhibit the methods which Athenian policy 
followed ill numerous cases which are not recorded. There 
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were now three classes of members in the Confederacy of Delos; 
tliere were (1) the non-tributary allies which contributed 
ships ; (2) the tributary allies which were independent ; and 
(3) the tributary allies which were subject. As the Asiatic 
cities were declining in vigour, and disliked military service 
and absence from home, they mostly preferred to discharge 
their obligations by paying tribute. It was obviously for the 
interest of Athens that as many members as possible should 
contribute money, and as few as possible contribute ships. 
Dor the ships which the tribute money furnished out were simply 
an addition to her own fleet, becairse they were under her direct 
control. She conseq.uently aimed at diminishing the members 
of the first class ; and soon it consisted of only the three large 
and wealthy islands, Lesbos, Chios, and Samos. Again, it was 
to the interest of Athens to transfer the members of the second 
class into the third, and win control over the internal affairs 
of the cities. Hew members wdiich were coerced to join were 
never allowed to preserve absolute autonomy ; and all revolting 
cities were reduced to the condition of subjection. But the 
degrees of subjection were not the same. Lire position of each 
city was determined by a special agreement with Athens, and 
the terms of these treaties varied. As a rule, Athens prescribed 
tjo her subjects the general form of their constitutions, and it 
need hardly be said that these constitutions were always demo- 
cratic. The new constitution which she imposed on Erythrae, 
when that city was forced to join the league, has been partially 
preserved on a stone. But there was no general hard and fast 
system. Each city had its own individual arrangements, its 
own measure of restricted autonomy. The closer dependence 
of these tributary states on Athens was in many cases marked 
by the presence of an Athenian garrison and Athenian oivil 
officers. But there was one burden which was common to all, 
the obligation of furnishing soldiers to the league in time of 
war. It was a duty which could be demanded only under 
certain defined conditions, but it was an innovation which altered 
the original character of the league as a merely maritime con- 
federacy. It seems probable that Athens tried to extend the 
duty of military service to her autonomous allies, and that this 
policycaused revolts; a result which was not unwelcome to 
Athens, as it gave her opportunities to deprive them of 
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antonomy. Ultimately, all the allies seem to have been liable 
to military service except the three states which furnished 
ships, Chios, Lesbos, and Samos. 

As the process of turning the Alliance into an Empire ad- 
vanced, Athens found herself able to discontinue the meetings 
of the Confederate assembly in the island of Delos. She could 
now act entirely as she deemed good without going through 
the form of consulting a body, whose decisions must necessarily 
be hers, as the great majority of the members were her own 
subjects. The formal establishment of her empire may be 
dated ten years after the war with Thasos, when the treasury Tremunj 
of the league was transferred from Delos to Athens. This set 
the seal on the creation of the Athenian empire. Tlie Con- 454-3 
federacy of Delos no longer existed; and, though the term 
Allicmce was always ofiicially used, men no longer hesitated to 
use the word empire in ordinary speech. The tribute money (dpx^?)- 
thus passed from the protection of the Ionian Apollo to the 
custody of the goddess of the Acropolis ; and, in return for her One-> 
safe keeping, one mina for every talent of the yearly tribute 
was paid into her own treasury. ‘E Athena. 

The Athenian empire embraced the Aegean Sea with its 
northern and eastern fringes, from Methone in the north-west 
to Lycian Phaselis in the south-east.^ The number of cities 
which belonged to it at its height was considerably more than 
200. We can enumerate more than 260 names from official 
tribute lists.^ Large fragments of some of these lists have (Quota 
come down to us in the most trustworthy form — on the original 
stones themselves. They not only teach us the names of the 
subject cities, but they tell us the amount of tribute wdiich 
many of these cities were called upon to pay. At the end of 

'■ The tributary cities were subsequently (443-2 b.o.) divided into five 
geographical districts : (1) TJi'mcia7i, from Methone in the west to Aenus in the 
east ; (1) Hellespontme, including the Chersonese and the cities on the Pi’opontis 
and Bosphorus ; (3) Ionia7i^ from Assos to Miletus ; (4) Caricm^ including 
Caria (with Rhodes, Cos, and adjacent islands) and Lycia, extending to the 
extreme Phaselis ; (5) Insular^ Aegina, Euboea, the Cyclades (except Melos) ; with 
Lemnos and Imbros in the north. But the Oarian existed only for a few years. 

See l)elow, p. 395. 

Not the lists of the Hellenic Treasurers, giving the whole amount of tribute 
paid by each city ; but the lists which give the share of the goddess. Thus in 
443 ;b.c. the tribute of Periiithus brought the goddess 1000 drachmae ; therefore 
it amounted to 60,000 drachmae or 10 talents (^62700). 
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every fourth year the assessment of the tribute was readjusted, 
the burden was redistributed ; and the evidence of the lists 
permits us to infer that the total amount of the revenue was 
maintained at 460 talents, as it had been originally fixed by 
Aristides. For a few years indeed it was temporarily raised 
to meet the pressure of exceptional needs ; but m general it 
was maintained, and the accession of new members, instead of 
aiic^menting the total revenue, diminished proportionally the 
contributions of all the cities. Moreover every member had 
a voice in the assessment of its tribute, and could appeal, 
after the assessment had been made, to the popular courts oi 

Atliens. . . T .1 

One of the most important restrictions on the independence 

of the cities was the jurisdiction which the Athenians asserted 
in criminal cases. It was natural that all disputes beUveen 
Athens and any of her subjects should be decided at Athens ; 
and it was not unreasonable that if the burgher of any allied 
community committed an act of treason against the empire he 
should be tried in the imperial city. But Athens sometimes 
claimed further rights of jurisdiction. In the ease of Chalcis, 
she enacted that all cases in which the penalty was death, 
banishment, or the loss of civic rights should be sent for judg- 
ment to Athens. In this as in other matters, there were 
various arrangements with the various cities ; and some doubt- 
less had more freedom than others. In regard to lawsuits 
arisino' out of breach of contract between citizens of Athens 
and citizens of the allied states, such affairs were regulated by 
separate international agreements, and decided in the law-courts 
of the defendant’s city. In this matter, and it was important, 
Mhens could take the credit of not using her power for the 
furtherance of her own interests ; and it may sometimes have 
happened that an Athenian was treated with somewhat less 
than fairness, when a subject folk had the chance of indulging 
their bitterness against one of their masters. , 

The Athenian Empire was dissolved half a century aftei the 
translation of the treasury from Delos to Athens. We shall 
see that it began to decline not many years after it had reached 
the height of its power. We must remember that tlm rs 
principles of the political thought and political life of Greece 
were opposed to such an union. The sovereign city-state was 
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tlie basis of the civilised Hellenic world, and no city-state was 
ready, if it could help it, to surrender any part of its sovereignty. , 

111 the face of a common danger, cities might be ready to 
combine together in a league, each parting with some of her 
sovereign powers to a common federal council but preserving 
the right of secession ; and this was the idea of the Confederacy 
of Delos in its initial form. But even such a voluntary and 
partial siirrender of sovereignty was regarded as a misfortune, 
so that when the motives which induced a city to join a 
federation became less strong and pressing, every member was 
anxious to gain its complete independence and resume the 
sovereign rights which it had laid down. Such being the free 
tendencies which swayed the peoples of G-reece, it required a 
mighty arm and constant vigilance in a ruling state to keep 
her federation or empire together. An empire, however dis- 
guised, was always considered an injustice — a defiance to the 
political morality of Hellas. A Greek felt it a degradation of 
his dignity, or an infraction of his freedom, not to be the 
citizen of a free and sovereign city. And he felt this at many 
points if he belonged to one of the subject allies of Athens; 
since their self-government was limited in regard to domestic, 
as well as foreign, affairs. However liberal the general super- 
vision of the mistress might be, the alliance with that mistress 
was a loss of the best of all good things, liberty, which means 
the right of governing one^s self. If Athens had adopted the 
policy which was so successfully adopted by Eonie, the policy 
of enlarging herself by admitting the citizens of smaller states 
to her own citizenship, she might have built up a more endur- 
ing fabric of empire. But such a plan was incompatible with 
the political notions of the Greeks. 

Sect. 6. Policy and Ostkacism op Cimon 

As the Persian War had brought out more vividly the Antar/oji- 
contrast between Greek and barbarian and impressed fhe 
Greeks with the ideal unity of their race, so the Confederacy Ionian, 
of Delos emphasised a division existing within the Greek race 
itself, the contrast of Dorian and Ionian. That division was 
largely artificial. It was the result of mistaken notions about 
the early history of Greece, and only within very restricted 
VOL. I ' 2 B 
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limits did it represent any natural line of cleavage in the 
Hellenic race. But it had come to be accepted as an axiom 
and was an important element in the situation. We must 
probably seek for the origin of the opposition between Dorian 
and Ionian, as a political doctrine, in the unity of the Pelo- 
ponnesus. The actual geographical unity produced a political 
unity, when in the sixth century the Spartan power became 
dominant ; and this was reinforced by the conception^ of its 
ethnical unity, as mainly a Dorian country. The identity and 
exclusiveness of Peloponnesian interests had been apparent 
at the time of the Persian invasion ; and the Peloponnesus not 
only stood aloof from, but had the air of protesting against, 
the growth of the Athenian Confederacy. And this con- 
federacy had taken upon itself from the very first an Ionian 
colour. Athens, believing that she was an Ionian city and 
the mother of the lonians of Asia, was gathering her children 
about her. The shrine of the Delian Apollo, the great centre 
of Ionian worship, was chosen as the centre of the new Ionian 
union. The treasures of the league were in the Ionian 
Apollo’s keeping; and in his island the allies met to take 
counsel together. Thus the Dorian federation of the Pelopon- 
nesus under the headship of Sparta stood over against the 
Ionian federation of the Aegean under the headship of 
Athens. 

Por some years the antagonism lay dormant. Sparta was 
still an ally of Athens against the Mede, and the danger from 
Persia had not passed away. But the preservation of peace 
was also due, in some measure, to the policy of the men who 
Oimon. guided the fortunes of Athens, Aristides and Cimon. The son 
of Miltiades had been at first regarded as a youth of little 
promise. His grandfather was nicknamed “ Simpleton ” ; and 
he was supposed to have inherited a wit poorer than tliat of 
the ordinary Athenian. Pond of the wine-cup and leading 
a disorderly life, he was not a man of liberal education , and 
a writer of memoirs, who knew him, described him as Pelo- 
ponnesian rather than Athenian — uncultivated but honest 
and downright. He lived with his step-sister Elpinice, and 
they both affected Lacedaemonian manners. Aristides seems 
to have discerned his military ability and to have introduced 
him to public life. His simplicity, geniality, and lavish 
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hospitality rendered him popular; his military successes 
confirmed his influence. The two guiding principles of 
Cinioii’s policy were the prosecution of the war against Persia, 
and the maintenance of good relations with the Lacedaemonians. 

He upheld the doctrine of dual leadership : Athens should be 
mistress of the seas, but she should recognise Sparta as the 
mistress on the continent. Cimon's sympathy with Sparta and 
his connexions there became an important political fact, and 
undoubtedly helped to postpone a rupture between Sparta 
and Athens. 

In this policy Aristides, the leader of the democracy, and 
Cimon, who was by no means in sympathy with the develop- 
ment of the democratic constitution, had pulled together. 

After the death of Themistocles they had the whole power in 
their hands, Cimon being continually re-elected as Strategos, 
and Aristides having the moral control of the sovereign 
Assembly. On the death of Aristides, Cimon remained the 
most powerful statesman in Athens, but his want of sympathy 
with democracy rendered it impossible that he should retain Democmtic 
this power in a state which was advancing on the lines along 
which Athens was moving now. Younger statesmen arose 
and formed a party of opposition against Cimon and the 
oligarchs who rallied around him. The two chief politicians 
of this democratic party were Ephialtes, a man of unquestioned 
probity, whom the oligarchs disliked and feared, and Pericles, 
the son of Xanthippus, who now began to play a prominent 
part in the Assembly. After the conquest of Thasos, they 
charged Cimon with having received bribes from Alexander, 
the king of Macedon, wdio was supporting the Thasians, and 
with having failed to act against Macedonia as it w^as his 
duty to act. The accusation appears not to have been pressed 
hard, and Cimon was acquitted. But it was the first move- 
ment of an opjjosition which was speedily to bring about 
his fall. 

Meanwhile Sparta herself had dealt a blow to his policy. 

When the victory of the Eurymedon dispelled the fears of 
Persia which had hovered over Greece till then, Sparta felt 
herself free to unseal her dormant jealousy of Athens at the 
first suitable opportunity, and she saw her opportunity in the 
war with Thasos. But unforeseen events at home hindered 
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her, as we saw, from actual intervention against Athens. 
The Spartan citizens lived over a perpetual volcano the 
servitude of their Perioeei and Helots. The fire which 
Pausanias thought of kindling burst forth eight years after 
Earm- his death. An earthquake had laid in rums the villages 
which composed the town of Sparta, and a large number of 
the inhabitants were buried in the convulsion. The moment 
was chosen by the Messenian serfs to shake off the yoke of 
their detested masters. They annihilated in battle a company 
of 300 Spartans, but then they were smitten at Isthmus, an 
unknown place in Messenia, and sought refuge in the strong- 
hold of Ithome. On that steep hill, full of the memories of 
earlier struggles, they held out for a few years. The Spartans 
were driven to ask the aid of allies; Plataea, Aegina, and 
Mantinea sent troops to besiege Ithome. They even asked 
Athens herself to succour them in their distress. 

The democratic politicians lifted up their voices against 
the sending of any aid ; and the event proved them to be 
perfectly right. But the Athenian folk listened to the 
ofZnoTto counsels of Gimon, who drove home his doctrine of the dual 
leadership by two persuasive metaphors: “We must not leave 
Hellas lame; we must not allow Athens to lose her yoke- 
fellow.” Gimon took 4000 hoplites to Messenia, but, though 
the Athenians had a reputation for skill in besieging fortresses, 
their endeavours to take Ithome failed. Then Sparta rounded 
and smote Athens in the face. She told the Athenians, 
alone of all the allies who were encamped around the hill, 
that she required their help no more. We are told that 
the Lacedaemonians were afraid “of the adventurous and 
revolutionary spirit” of the Athenians. But it is strange 
indeed that they should have dealt thus with a force which 
was both procured and commanded by a friend so staunch as 

Gimon. . 

This incident exploded the Laconian policy ol Gimon; it 
exposed the futihty of making sacrifices to court Sparta’s 
friendship, and it revealed the depth of Spartan jealousy. 
The opposition of Ephialtes and his party to the Messenian 
expedition received its justification. And meanwhile Ephialtes 
and Pericles had taken advantage of the absence of the 
conservative statesman to effect a number of radical reforms 
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which were necessary to complete the democratic constitution. 

These reforms were extremely popular, and immensely increased 
the influence of the statesmen who carried them. When then 
Cimon returned with his policy discredited, they denounced 
him as a '' Philo-Laconian,” and felt that they could safely 
attempt to ostracize him. An ostracism was held, and Cimon Ostracism 
was banished. Soon afterwards a mysterious crime was com- 
Blitted. Cimon’s chief antagonist Ephialtes was murdered, Munierr of 
and no one ever ascertained with surety who the murderers 
were. He had many bitter foes among the Areopagites whom {See below, 
he had attacked singly and collectively; and there were-^^* 
perhaps some among them who would not have hesitated 
to wreak such vengeance on their assailant. 

The Athenians had presently an opportunity of retaliating Capture of 
on Sparta for her contumely. The blockade of Ithome was 
continued and the rebels at last capitulated. They were 
allowed to leave the Peloponnesus unharmed, on the condition 
that they should never return. The Athenians who had 
helped to besiege them now found them a shelter. They 
settled the Messenians in a new home at ISTaupactus, on the 
Corinthian Gulf, a place where they had recently established Nau- 
a naval station. In the Altis of Olympia we may still see 
a memorial of this Third Messenian War — the round base 
of a statue of Zeus which the Lacedaemonians dedicated as 
a thank-offering for their victory; and we may read the 
inscribed verses in which they besought the lord Zeus of 
Olympus to accept the fair image graciously. 

While the Lacedaemonians were wholly intent upon the Argos 
long siege of the Messenian fort, the Argives, free from the 
fear of attack on that side, had seized the occasion to lay Mycenae 
siege to Mycenae. In the days of Argive greatness this 
stronghold can hardly have been other than an Argive fortress, (494 j?. a) 
and it was probably after the great victory of Cleomenes that 
with Spartan help the Mycenaeans won for a brief space their 
ancient independence. During that brief space they had the 
glory of bearing a hand in the deliverance of Greece. On 
the summit of their primeval citadel, they built a temple 
where the old palace had stood; and they girdled the city 
below with a wall. They now defended the fortress for some 
time, but their supplies were cut off and they were forced to 
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submit. The Argives let them depart whither they would 
and some found a refuge in Macedonia , but the old town 
was destroyed, all except the walls, which were strongei than 
the forces of destruction. Argos was once more mistress of 
her plain. 


CHAPTEE IX 


THE ATHENIAN EMPIKE UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF PERICLES 

Sect. 1. The Completion of the Athenian Democracy 

To the Greeks of Cimon’s clay it might have seemed that the 
Athenian constitution as it had been fixed by Cleisthenes and 
further reformed after the battle of Marathon was as demo- 
cratic as it well could be. But the supreme people was to 
become in still fuller measure lord in its own house, under 
the guidance of Ephialtes, whose career was suddenly cut 
short, and of Pericles, son of Xanthippus, who was to be the Pericles. 
most prominent figure in Greece for thirty years. The mother 
of Pericles belonged to the family, and bore the name, of the 
daughter of the Sicyonian tyrant, the Agarista whose wooing 
had been so famous. She was the niece of Cleisthenes the 
lawgiver, and sister of Megacles who had been ostracized as See ahoce, 
a friend of the Pisistratids. The young statesman had 
military training, but he came under the influence of two ms 
distinguished teachers, to whom he owed iiiucIl One was 
a countryman of his own, Damon of Oa, one of the most 
intellectual Athenians of his day, and renowned as a master 
of the theory of music. The other was an outlaiider and 
a philosopher, Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, whose mechanical 
theory of the material universe, once for all set in motion by 
an act of unchangeable mind, freed Pericles from the super- 
stitions of the multitude whom it was his task to guide. To Jiis 
these masters the statesman partly owed his intellectual 
aloofness; but he did not owe them either his political ideas 
or the gift of lucid and persuasive sj^eech which was essential 


Portrait. 


The Areo- 
pagus loses 
political 
jmver. 


(462-1 

B.a.) 


The 

Eiimenides 

of 

A eschglKs, 
458 KC. 


376 HISTORY OF GREECE chap, 

to liis success. He was indeed a striking contrast to Ciinon, 
the loose and genial boon companion. He seldom walked 
abroad; he was strict in the economy of his household; he 
avoided convivial parties ; and jealously maintained the dignity 
of his reserve. His portrait was chiselled by Oresilas. It is 
something to have the round pedestal on which the original 
image was set, but we also possess a copy of the portrait. 
It shows us, not the lofty '' Olympian ” statesman, but the 
passionless contemplative face of the friend of Anaxagoras. 

The most conservative institution in Athens was the 
Council of Areopagus, for it was filled up from the archoiis, 
who were taken from’ the two richest classes in the state. 
This institution was incompatible with the development of 
democracy, and it was inevitable that ’ it should be ended 
or mended. Ephialtes had prepared the way for an attack by 
accusing individual Areopagites of corruption and fraudulent 
practices ; and then, taking advantage of Gimon’s absence in 
Messenia, he introduced a series of laws which deprived the 
ancient council of all its powers that liad any political 
significance. Its right to punish the public ministers and 
officers if they violated the laws, its duties of supervising the 
administration and seeing that the laws were obeyed, were 
taken away and transferred to the people. The censorial 
powers which enabled it to inquire into the lives of pufivate 
citizens were abolished. Hothing was left to the venerable 
body but its jurisdiction in homicidal cases, the care of the 
sacred olive-trees of Athena, and a voice in the supervision 
of the property of the Eleusinian deities. The functions 
which it lost passed to the Council of Five Hundred, the 
Assembly, and the popular law-courts. All impeachments 
for crimes which threatened the public weal were hence- 
forward brought before the Council or the Assembly; and 
henceforward the people tried in their own courts officials 
who liad failed to give a satisfactory account of their 
administration. 

We have a notable monument of the excitement which 
this radical change caused at Athens, in a drama of Aeschylus 
which was performed a few years later. The Eumenides 
describes the trial of Orestes on the hill of Ares for the 
murder of his mother, and the iiistitution of the court of the 
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Areopagus. Tlie significance of the drama has been often 
misunderstood. It is no protest after the event; it is no 
cry to undo what had been done. On the contrary, Aeschylus, 
so far as his poetical motive permits him to suggest a criticism 
of recent events, approves of the reform. The Areopagus, he 
suggests, was instituted as a court, not as a council ; its true 
purpose is to pass a judgment on homicides, like Orestes. 

The Eumenicles was calculated to tranquillise those who, awed 
by the dark and solemn associations which hovered over the 
hill of Ares, regarded the attack upon it as an impiety. 

The dismantling of the Areopagus was an indirect blow to 
the dignity of the archons, who, by virtue of their office, 
became Areopagites. About the same time another step was .-uvAo/?- 
takeii on the path of democracy by making the archonship 
a paid office. Once this was done, there was no longer any paid ot/ice, 
reason for confining the post to the two richer classes. The 
third class, the Zeiigitae, were presently made eligible; 
it cannot have been long before the Thetes, whose distinction 
from the third class seems to have been yearly becoming 
fainter, were admitted also. 

The two engines of the democratic development were lot Lot. 
and pay. Lot had been long ago introduced ; but it had not 
been introduced in its purest form. The archons and other 
lesser officers, and the members of the council, were taken by 
lot from a select number of candidates ; but these candidates 
were chosen by deliberate election. This mixed system was 
now abolished ; the preliminary election was done away with ; 
and the Council of Five Hundred, as well as the archons, were 
appointed by lot from all the eligible citizens. By this means 
every citizen had an equal chance of holding political office 
and taking a part in the conduct of public affairs. 

It is clear that this system could not work unless the of 

offices were jaaid ; for the poor citizens would have been 
unable to give up their time to the service of the state. 
Accordingly pay was introduced not only for the archonship, 
but for the members of the Council. The payment of state 
offices was the leading feature of the democratic reforms of 
Pericles; it was an absolutely indispensable condition in 
ancient times of a constitution that should be in fact as 
well as in name democratic. 
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Fay oftht It was a feature which naturally won for Pericles popularity 
masses, especially when it was adopted in the case 
B.c. of the popular courts of justice. At the time of the attack 
on the Areopagus, Pericles carried a measure that the judges 
should receive a remuneration of an obol a day.^ Though 
the measure had the immediate political object of gaining 
popular support for the attack on the Areopagus, it was 
a measure which was ultimately inevitable. Ihe amount of 
judicial business was growing so enormously that it would 
have been impossible to find a sufficient number of judges 
ready to attend day after day in the courts without any 
compensation. But the easily earned pay attracted the 
poor and idle, who found it pleasant to sit in court listening 
to curious cases, their sense of self-importance tickled by the 
flattering respect of the pleaders. Every citizen who wished 
could place his name on a list from which the list of judges 
was selected by lot, so many from each tribe ; and the courts 
were empanelled from this list. 

Lmo of It was now to the interest of every Athenian that^ there 
dUzmmiy), gj^ould be as few citizens as possible to participate in the 
451-0 B.c. privileges and profits of citizenship. Accordingly, about 
ten years later the rolls of the burghers were stringently 
revised ; and a law was passed that the name of no child 
should be admitted whose father and mother were not 
Athenian citizens legitimately wedded. This law would have 
excluded Themistocles and Cleisthenes the lawgiver, whose 
mothers were foreigners. 

Tiui It was a matter of course that in cases of a political 

worhina oj character the judges of the heliaea should be swayed by their 
wife own political opinions and by the eloquence ol the pleaders 

working upon their emotions. It was inevitable that the 
legal aspect of such cases should be often lost to sight, and 
the facts often misjudged. It was an essential part of the 
democratic intention that the sovereign people should make 
its anger felt; and if its anger were sometimes, like a king’s 
anger, unfair, that could not be helped. But it was far more 
serious that in private cases the ends of justice were liable 
to be defeated, not through intention but through ignorance. 

^ There is some nncertainty Avhether the amount was one ohol or two obols ; 
perhaxDS the more probable view is that it was one. 
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We can have no better evidence as to the working of the 
popular courts than the speeches hj which the pleaders hoped 
to influence the decisions of the judges. Litigants at Athens 
had to plead their own cases ; there was no such institution 
as court -advocates. But a man might learn off a speech 
which had been composed for him by another, and recite 
it ill court. Hence there arose a class of professional sjieech- 
writers, and many of their speeches have been preserved. 

From these models of judicial eloquence we learn how pleaders 
expected to gain sentences in their favour. They make a 
large use of arguments which are perfectly irrelevant to the 
case ; a plaintiff, for example, will try to demonstrate at 
great length that he has rendered services to the state and 
that his opponent has performed none. There was thus no 
question of simply administering the law. The judges heard 
each party interpreting the law in its own sense; but they 
had themselves no knowledge of the law, and therefore, how- 
ever impartial they sought to be, their decision was unduly 
influenced by the dexterity of an eloquent pleader, and affected 
by considerations which had nothing to do with the matter 
at issue. And there was no appeal from their judgment. 

A feature of the Athenian democracy, not to be lost sight Liturgies, 
of, is that public burdens were laid upon the rich burghers, 
which did not fall upon the poor. These were no regular 
taxes on income or capital, but burdens which ivere highly 
characteristic of ancient society, and which might fall to a 
man’s lot only once or twice in his life. We have already seen TJw 
how trierarchs were taken from the richer classes to equip 
and man triremes, in wdiich they were themselves obliged to 
sail, and for which they were entirely responsible. It was 
a duty which entailed not only an outlay of money, but a 
considerable sacrifice of time and trouble. • There were other The arcU- 
burdens also. For example, when the city sent solemn 
deputations on some religious errand, whether to the yearly 
feast of Apollo at Delos, or to one of the great Panhellenic 
festivals, or to the oracle of Delphi, a wealthy citizen was 
chosen to eke out at his cost the money supplied for the 
purpose by the public treasury, and to conduct the deputation 
and equip it with magnificence worthy of the occasion. But 
none of the liturgies, as these public burdens -were called, 
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The 

chorigia. 


wa§ more important or more characteristic of Athenian life 
than that of providing the choruses for the festivals of Dionysus. 
Every year each tribe named one of its wealthy tribesmen to 
be a ehorSgos, and his duties were to furnish and array a chorus 
and provide a skilled trainer to teach it the dances and songs 
of the drama which it was to perform. Eivalry spurred the 
choHgoi to ungrudging outlay. He whose chorus was victorious 
in the tragic or the comic competition was crowned and received 
a bronze tripod, which he used to set up, inscribed with his 
own name and that of his tribe, upon a pillar, or sometimes 
upon a miniature round temple. On the east side of the 
Acropolis, leading to the theatre, a long street of these choregic 
monuments recorded the public spirit of the citizens, and this 
Street of Tripods showed, perhaps more impressively than any, 
other evidence, how much significance the state attached to 
the theatre and the worship of Dionysus. Never was piety 
more fully approved as wnsdom. The state's endowment of 
religion turned out to be an endowment of brilliant genius ; 
and the rich men who were called ui)on to spend their time and 
money in furnisliing the dancers did service to the great masters 
of tragedy and comedy, and thereby served the whole world. 

The practice of requiring individual burghers to undertake 
public burdens seems strange to us who live in a modern state, 
and it leads us to consider an important difference between 
the Greeks and ourselves in the conception of a polity. The 
Greeks had no idea of a minister of finance, nor indeed of a 
professional minister of state of any kind. A Greek republic 
possessed no public treasury, in which the surplus of revenue 
over expenditure could be saved and kept over from year to 
year. This was due to the fact that the state w-as not sharply 
distinguished from the aggregate of its members, as it isin oiir 
modern conception ; hence the revenue was considered as the 
property of all the citizens, and when public ex|)enses had 
been defrayed, the citizens could demand that the residue 
should be divided among them.^ There were no organs for 

^ Tims the Sipliiiians used auiiually to divide among themselves the surplus 
of the produce of their rich gold mines when they had paid a tithe to Delphi 
and spent other sums on public works. So when the new bed of silver was 
discovered at Laurion, the first idea at Athens was to distribute the unexpected 
windfall among the citizens (above, p. 281). 
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managing tlie state finance ; and if the citizens were persuaded 
that it was expedient, in some emergency or for some special 
purpose, to set aside a reserve fund, they must themselves 
decree that a certain sum should be deposited in a temple. 
The institution of liturgies was due to the same cause. The 
state, having no existence independent of the citizens, had no 
organised means of providing for the equipment of the ships 
or the training of the choruses, and hence the personal activity 
of individual citizens was the only resource. 


Sect. 2. Wae of Athens with the Peloponnesians 

The banishment of Cimon was the signal for a comiMte a /H avce of 
change in the foreign policy of Athens. She abandoned the 
alliance with the Lacedaemonians and formed a new alliance 
with their enemies, Argos and Thessaly. The new friendship 
of the Athenian and Argive peoples is reflected in the trilogy 
which Aeschylus composed about this time on the murder of 
Agamemnon and the vengeance of Orestes. The dramatist (458 b.c.) 
plays pointedly upon the alliance, and perhaps it is a not un- 
designed compliment to the new ally that he makes Agamemnon 
lord of Argos and not of newly-destroyed Mycenae. So far, 
indeed, as the main interests of Athens were concerned, she 
was not brought into direct collision with Sparta. But these 
interests forced her into deadly rivalry with two of Sparta’s 
allies. The naval empire of Athens and the growth of her sea- 
power was rapidly extending her trade and opening new 
visions of commercial ambition in all quarters of the Crreek 
world. She was competing with, and it seemed lilvely that 
she would outstrip, the two great cities of traffic, Corinth and 
Aegina. With Aegina there had already been a struggle, and 
now that Athens had grown in power and wealth another 
struggle was inevitable. The competition of Athenian merchants 
with Corinth in the west was active, and it was about this 
time that an Athenian general took IsTaupactus from the Ozolian Capiure of 
Locrians, and secured a naval station which gave Atlieiis 
considerable control over the mouth of the Corinthian Gulf 
This was a blow which struck home; Athens had now tlie 
means of intercepting and harassing the Corinthian argosies 
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which sailed forth with merchandise for the far west. War 
was a question of months, and the occasion soon came. 

The Megarians, on account of a frontier dispute with 
Corinth, deserted the Peloponnesian league and placed them- 
selves imder Athenian protection. Nothing could be more 
welcome to Athens than the adhesion of Megara. Holding 
Megara, she had a strong frontier against the Peloponnesus, 
commanding the isthmus from Pagae on the Corinthian, to 
Nisaea on the Saronic, bay. MTthout any delays she set 
about the building of a double line of wall from the hill of 
Megara down to the haven of Nisaea, which faces Salamis, and 
she'^garrisoned these “ Long Walls ” with her own troops. Thus 
the eastern coast-road was under her control, and Attica had a 
strong bulwark against invasion by land. 

The occupation of Megara was a new offence to Corinth ; 
and it was an offence to the mistress of the Peloponnesian 
league. War soon broke out, but at first Sparta took no active 
part. On the events of the war we are ill-instructed.^ We 
find an Athenian scpiadron making a descent on Halieis, and 
gaining an advantage over some Corinthian and Epidaurian 
troops” Then the little island of Cecryphalea, which lies 
between Aegina and the Argive shore, becomes the scene of a 
naval combat with a Peloponnesian fleet, and the Athenians 
prevail. At this point the Aeginetans enter the struggle. 
They saw that if Corinth sustained a severe defeat, their own 
fate was sealed; Athens would become absolute mistress in 
the Sai'onic sea. A great naval battle was fought near Aegina , 
the allies of both Aegina and Athens were engaged ; and the 
Athenians, having taken seventy ships, landed on the island 
and blockaded the town. Thereupon the Peloponnesians sent 
a force of hoplites to help the Aeginetans ; while the Corinthians, 
advancing over the heights of Geranea, descended into the 
Megarid,*expecting that the Athenians would find it impossible 
to protect Megara and blockade Aegina at the same time. 
But they reckoned without a true knowledge of the Athenian 
spirit. The citizens who were below and above the regular 
military age were formed into an extraordinary army and 
marched to the Megarid under the strategos Myronides. A 
battle was fought; both sides claimed the victory; but, when 
the Corinthians /withdrew, the Athenians raised a trophy. 
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Urged by tbe taunts of their fellow-citizens, the Corinthian 
soldiers returned in twelve days and began to set up a counter- 
trophy, but as they were at work the Athenians rushed forth 
from Megara and inflicted a severe defeat. 

This warfare, round the shores and in the waters of the 
Saronic bay, is the prelude to more warfare in other parts of 
Greece; but it is a prelude which has a unity of its own. 

Athens is opposed indeed to the Peloponnesian alliance; but 
the war is, so far, mainly conducted by a concert of three 
states, whose interests lie in the neighbourhood of the Saronic 
Bay— Corinth, Epidaurus, and Aegina. These states have 
indeed the Peloponnesian league behind them, and are helped 
by '' Peloponnesian ships ” and '' Peloponnesian hoplites ; but 
at the same time, the war has not yet assumed a fully 
Peloponnesian character. 

The year of these successes was a year of intense excite- 
ment and strain for Athens ; it might fairly be described as an 
annus mimhilis in her history. The victories of Cecryphalea 
and Aegina were won with only a portion of her fleet. For, 
in the very hour when she was about to be brought face to 
face with the armed opposition of rival Greek powers against 
the growth of her empire and the expansion of her trade, she 
had embarked in an enterprise beyond the limits of the Greek 
world. It was an expedition to Egypt, one of the most daring 
ventures she ever undertook. 

A fleet of 200 Athenian and Confederate galleys BjypUm 
operating against Persia in Cyprian seas, when it was invited 
to cross over to Egypt, The call came from Inaros, a Libyan 
potentate, who had stirred up the lands of the lower Mle to 
revolt against their Persian masters. The murder of Xerxes 
had been followed by troubles at the Persian court, and it was 
some time before Artaxerxes was safely seated on his throne; 
the rebellion of Egypt was one of the consequences of this 
situation. The invitation of Inaros was most alluring. It 
meant that, if Athens delivered Egypt from Persian rule, she 
would secure the chief control of the foreign trade with the 
Mle valley and be able to establish a naval station on the 
coast; by one stroke she would far outstrip all the rival 
merchant cities of Hellas. The nameless generals of the Aegean 
fleet accepted the call of the Libyan prince. As in the days 
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of remote antiquity, the “peoples of the north” were now to 
help the Libyans in an attempt to overthrow the lords of 
Eoypt- Of remote episodes the Greeks knew nothing, 

but they might remember how Carian and Ionian adventurers 

had once placed an Egyptian king upon the throne. In another 

way, an attack on Egypt was a step in a new path. Hitherto 
the Confederate ships had saUed in waters which were wholly 
or partly Greek, and had confined their purpose to the deliver- 
ance of Greek cities or cities which, like the Carian and Lycian, 
were in close touch with Greek civilisation. The shores of 
Cyprus, where Greek and Phoenician were side by side, imdted 
above other shores a squadron of Greek deliverers. But when 
the squadron crossed over to Egypt, it entered a new sphere 
and undertook a new kind of work. The Egyptian expedition 
was an attempt to carry the struggle, with Persia into another 
stao'e— a stage in which Greece is the aggressor and the 
invader. This attempt was not destined to prosper ; ^ more 
than a century was still to elapse before the invasion of 
Xerxes would be avenged. But it is weU to remember that 
the Athenians, in moving on Egypt, anticipated Alexander the 
Great, and that success was not impossible if Cimon had been 

their general. . 

Ciiptm-c of The Athenians sailed up the Nile to find Inaros triumphant, 
gained a great victory in the Delta over a Persian 
{aviuwii). army which had been sent to quell him. Sailing up thej von 
possession of the city of Memphis, except the citadel, the 
“ White Castle,” in which the Persian garrison held out. After 
this achievement, we lose sight of the w^ar in Egypt for more 
than two years, and beyond the protracted blockade of the 
White Castle we have no record how the Athenian forces were 
employed. But it was a fatal coincidence that the power of 
Athens should have been divided at this moment. With her 
full forces she might have inflicted a crushing blow on the 
Peloponnesians; with her full forces sheunight have prospered 
in Egypt. It was a triumph for the political party which had 
driven Cimon into banishment that, when half the Athenian 
fleet was on the banks of the Nile, the hostilities of Corinth 
and Aegina and their friends should have been so bravely 
Ermhthr id- 5’0p0]_l0(|, ISrothin^ impresses one more witli the energy of 

4S-& Athens at this crises than the stone which records the names- 
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of the citizens belonging to one of the tribes, who fell in this 
memorable year : 

. Of the Ereclitheid tribe, 

These are they who died in the war, in Cyprus, in Egypt, in 

Phoenice, at tialieis, in Aegina, at Megara, in the same year ; 

and the names follow. 

The siege of Aegina was continued, and, within two years Fall of 
after the battle, the Aeginetans eapiitulated, and agreed 
siirrender their fleet and pay tribute to Athens. Few successes ErwoUed 
can have been more welcome or profitable to the Athenians felenwy'ff 
than this. The island which offended their eyes and attracted 
their desires when they looked forth from their hill across the 
waters of their bay was at length poowerless in their hands. 

They had lamed one of their most formidable commercial 
rivals ; they had overthrown one of the most influential cities 
of Dorian Greece. In the Confederacy, Aegina took her rank 
with Thasos as the richest of the subject states. For these 
two island cities the burden of yearly tribute was thirty 
talents, incomparably larger than the sum paid by any of the 
other cities whose tribute we know^ 

In the meantime events in another part of Greece had led Lacedae^ 
the Lacedaemonians themselves to take part in the war, and 
had transported the main interest of the struggle from the northern 
Saronic Gulf to Boeotia. The errand of the Lacedaemonians 457 ^^^.^. 
was an errand of piety, to succour their mother people, the 
Dorians of the north, one of whose three little towns had been 
taken by the Phocians. To force the aggressors to restore the 
place was an easy task for a force ■which consisted of 1 5 0 0 
Lacedaemonian hoplites and 10,000 troops of the allies. The 
real work of the expedition lay in Boeotia. It was clearly ' 

the policy of Sparta to raise up here a powerful state to hold of Theim^ 
Athens in check ; and this could only be effected by strength- EnMtm, 
eiiing Thebes and making her mistress of the Boeotian federa- 
tion. Accordingly Sparta now set npj the power of Thebes 
again, revising the league, and forcing the Boeotian cities to 
join it. When the army had done its work in Boeotia, its 
return to the Peloponnesus was beset by diflB.culties. To march 
through the Megarid was dangerous, for the Athenians held 
the passes, and had redoubled their precautions. And it was 
not safe to cross the Corinthian Gulf — the way by which they 
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probably bad come — for Atbenian vessels were now on the 
watch to intercept them. In this embarrassment they seem 
to have resolved to march straight upon Athens, where the 
people were now engaged on the building of Long Li alls from 
the city to the harbour. This course was probably suggested 
by an Athenian party of oligarchs, who were always abiding 
BattUof an opportunity to overthrow the democracy. The Pelo- 
Tanagra^ ponnesian army advanced to Tanagra, near the Attic frontier , 
but before they crossed the borders the Athenians went forth 
to meet them, 14,000 strong, including 1000 Argives and 
some Thessalian cavalry. The banished statesman, Cimon, 
now came to the Athenian camp, pitched on Boeotian soil, and 
sought leave to fight for his country — against Sparta. The 
request was hastily referred to the Council of Five Hundred 
at Athens ; it was not granted ; and all that Gimon could do 
was to exhort his partisans to fight valiantly. This act of 
Cimon prepared the way for his recall ; in the battle which 
followed, his friends fouglit so stubbornly that none of them 
survived. There was great .slaughter on both sides ; but the 
Thessalian horsemen deserted during the combat, and in spite 
of the desperate valour of the Athenian cavalry the Lacedae- 
monians gained the victory. But the battle saved Athens, 
and the victory only enabled the victors to return by the 
Isthmus and cut down the fruit trees of the Megarid. 

Fnice mth Athens now desired to make a truce with Sparta in order 
SpuHa; j^^n was more fitted to compass this than 

mcaiied. the exile Cimon, whose recent conduct had shown that he was 
the foe of the foes of Athens, even if those foes were Spartans. 
The people, at the instance of Pericles, passed a decree recalling 
him; but when Cimon had negotiated the truce, he withdrew 
from Athens, with a tact we might hardly have expected. 
Omwiviistof The Lacedaemonians celebrated their victory by a golden. 
Bneotui. siiield which they set above the gable of the new temple of 
Zeus in the altis of Olympia, as a gift from the spods 
of Tanagra. But the victory did not even secure Boeotia. 

Two months after the battle, the Athenians made an expedition 

Battle of into Boeotia under the command of Myronides. A decisive 
Oennphyta, -battle was fought at Oenophyta, and the Athenians became 
taltumk). masters of the whole Boeotian land. The Boeotian cities 
were not enrolled in the maritime Confederacy of Delos, but 


IX 


THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE UNDER PERICLES 387 


their dependence on Athens was expressed in the obligation of 
furnishing contingents to her armies. At the same time the 
I Phocians entered into the alliance of Athens, and the Opuntian 
Locrians were constrained to acknowledge her supremacy. 

I Such were the consequences of Oenophyta and Tanagra. 

i Athens could now quietly complete the building of her Long 

j Walls. 

j These brilliant successes were crowned, as we have seen, by 

I the capture of Aegina ; and probably about the same time the 

I acquisition of Troezen gave the Athenians an important post 

! on the Argolic shore. But in the far south their arms were Poihvre 

; not so prosperous. Since the capture of Memphis, no success 

seems to have been gained, and the White Castle still held out. 

After an ineffectual attempt to induce Sparta to cause a 
diversion by invading Attica, king Artaxerxes sent a large 456 B,a 
army to Egypt under Megabyzus, who was siippox'ted by a 
Phoenician fleet. Having won a battle, he drove the Greeks 
out of Memphis and shut them up in Prosopitis, an island 
formed by a canal which intersected the Canopic and Sebennytic 
channels of the Mle. Here he blockaded them for eighteen 
months. At last he drained the canal and turned aside the 454 bm. 
water, so that the Greek ships were left high and dry, and 
almost the whole island was reconnected with the banks. 

Thus the Persians were able to march across to the island. 

The Greeks having burned their ships retreated to Byblos, 
where they capitulated to Megabyzus and were allowed to 
depart. A tedious march brought them to friendly Cyreiie, 
where they found means of returning to their homes. .Iiiaros 
who kindled the revolt was crucified, though his life had been 
spared by the terms of the capitulation. Soon afterwards a 
relief squadron of fifty triremes arrived from Athens. It was 
attacked by the powerful Phoenician fleet in the Mendesian 
I mouth of the Nile, and only a few ships escaped. The Persian 

I authority was restored throughout the land ; the day for Greek 

1 control of Egypt had not yet come. 

But though the Athenians lost ships and treasure in this 
daring, ill-fated enterprise, their empire was now at the height 
of its power. They were even able to make the disaster in(iSe6' e^to, 
Egypt a pretext for converting the Delian confederacy into an^“^’ 
undisguised Athenian empire. Some of the Ionian cities seem 



388 


CHAP. 


history of GREECE 

to have passed back for a few years under Persian dominion. 
The triumphant Persian fleet might sail into the Aegean sea , 
Delos was not a safe treasury; the funds of the league must 
be removed to the Athenian Acropolis. 

The empire of Athens now included a continental as well 
Athmimi maritime dominion. The two countries which marched 

on her frontiers, Boeotia and Megara, had become her subjects. 
Beyond Boeotia, her dominion extended over Phocis and Locus 
to the pass of Thermopylae. In Argos her influence was pre- 
dominant, Aegina had been added to her Aegean empire, the 
ships of Aegina to her navy. Through the subjection of 
Megara, the conquest of Aegina, and the capture of Troezen, 
the°Saronic bay had almost been converted into an Attic lake. 
&,:pefU- The great commercial city of the isthmus was the chief and 
tmisto the daii^’erous enemy of Athens, and the next object of the 
policy of Pericles was to convert the Corinthian Gulf into an 
455 and also, and so hem in Corinth on both her seas. The 

possession of the Megarid and Boeotia, and especially the 
station at Naiipactus, gave Athens control of the northern 
shores of the gulf, from within the gate up to the isthmus. 
But the southern seaboard was still entirely Peloponnesian ; 
and outside the gate, on the Acarnanian coast, there were posts 
which ought to be secured. The general Tolmides macle^ a 
beginning by capturing the Corinthian colony Chalcis, opposite 
Patrae. Then Pericles himself conducted an expedition to 
continue the work of Tolmides. Having failed to reduce 
Sicyon he laid siege to Oeniadae, an important and strong- 
walled mart on the Acarnanian coast, hut was unable to take 
it. Though no military success was gained, the expedition 
created a^sensation, and it seems to have led to the adhesion 
Amuini- of the Achaean cities to the Athenian alliance. It is certain 
tioii of least that shortly afterwards Achaea was an Athenian 

dependency; and for a few years Athenian vessels could sail 
and 446. a sense of dominion in the Corinthian as well as in tne 

Saronic bay. 

Sect. 3. Conclusion of Peace with Persia 

The warfare of recent years had been an enoimous strain 
on the resources of Athens, and it was found necessary to 
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increase the burden of tribute imposed on her allies. She 
wanted a relief from the strain, but after the expedition of 
Pericles three or four years elapsed before peace was con- 
cluded. During that interval there seems to have been by Five YeaN 
mutual consent of the combatants a cessation from military 
operations. Lacedaemon and Argos first concluded a treaty of Thirty 
peace for thirty years ; and then Cimon, who had returned 
to Athens, negotiated a truce, which was fixed for five years, Argos and 
between the Athenians and Peloponnesians. 

As soon as the jreace was arranged, Athens and her allies 
were able to resume their warfare against Persia, and to no 
man could that warfare be inoi’e safely or fitly entrusted than 
to the hero of the Eurymedon river. Pericles may have been Ferhies 
well pleased to use Cimon's military experience ; and an amicable 
arrangement seems to have been made, Cimon undertaking not 
to interfere with the policy of Pericles. Gossip said that Cimon’s 
sister had much to do with bringing to pass the reconciliation. 

“ The charms as well as the intrigues of Elpinice appear to have 
figured conspicuously in the memoirs of Athenian biographers : 
they were employed by one jiarty as a means of calumniating 
Cimon, by the other for discrediting Pericles.’' ^ But we need 
not heed the gossip. Women played no part in the history of 
Athena’s city. 

The Phoenician fleet, which had put down the Egyptian Campaigv 
rebeliioii, was afterwards sent to re-establish the authority' of Cypms^ 
Artaxerxes in the island of Cyprus ; and accordingly Cimon 
sailed thither with a squadron of 200 vessels. He detached 
sixty to help a princelet who had succeeded in defying the 
Persians in the fens of the Delta of the Mle ; for the Athenians, 
even after their calamity, had not entirely abandoned the thought 
of Egyptian conquest. Then he laid siege to Cition. It was 
the last enterprise of the man who had conducted the war 
against Persia ever since the battle of Mycale. He died heath, of 

during the blockade ; and his death marks the beginning of a 450-49 n,c, 
new period in which hostilities between Greek and Persian 
slumber. But one final success was gained. Piaising the 
siege of Cition, because there was no food, the fleet arrived off 
Salamis, and the Greeks gained a double victory by sea and 
land over the Phoenician and Cilician ships. 

^ Orote. 
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Necessity But this victory did not encourage the Athenians to con- 
of peace, the war. We have no glimpse of the counsels of their 

statesmen at this moment; but the facts of the situation enable 
us to understand their resolution to make peace with the Great 
Kiri o- The events of recent years had proved to them that 
it was beyond the strength of Athens to carry on war at the 
same time, in any effectual way, with the common enemy of 
all the Greeks and with her rivals among the Greeks them- 
selves It was therefore necessary to choose between peace 
with Persia and peace in Greece. But an enduring pmce in 
Greece could only be purchased by the surrender of those 
successes which Athens had lately gained. Corinth would 
never acquiesce, until she had won back her old predominant 
position in her western gulf; so long as she was hemmed in, 
as Athens had hemmed her in, she would inevitably seize any 
favourable hour to strike for her release. ^ Some Athenian 
politicians would have been ready to retreat from the positions 
which had been recently seized and of which the occupation 
poucyi,/ was most galling to Corinth. _ But Pericles who had won 
PeriSes. positions, was a strong imperialist. ^ The aim ot Ins 

statesmanship was to increase the Athenian empire and to 
spread the political influence of Athens within the borders of 
Greece. Pie was unwilling to let any part of her empire go, 
for the sake of earning new successes against the barbarian. 
The death of Cimon, who had been the soul of the Persian war, 
may have helped Pericles to carry through his _ determination 
to bring that war to an end. And the Great^ King on his sHe 
was disposed to negotiate ; for the Greek victory of Cyprian 
Salamis had been foUowed by a revolt of Megabyzus, the 
general who had quelled the insurrection of Egypt. 
pmcevjith "" Accordingly peace was made with Persia. There is a dark 
Persia ahout the negotiations, so dark that it has been questioned 

Trifle, whether a formal treaty was ever concluded. But there can 
be no reasonable doubt that Athens came to an understanding 
with Artaxerxes, and that peace ensued ; and it is equa y 
certain that there was a definite contract, by which Persia 
undertook not to send ships of war into the Aegean, and 
Athens gave a similar pledge securing the coasts of the Persian 
emph'e against attack. An embassy from Athens and her 
allies must have waited on the Great King at Susa ; and the 


IX THE A THENIAN EMPIRE UNDER PERICLES 391 

terms of the arrangement must have been put in writing. Buh 
on the other hand, there was no treaty a. between two Greek 
f The Great King would never have consented to treat 

Ser wi a Set d y or a federation of Greek eitiee as » 

“nS td i Tertainly did not Btoop to the h.taiUatron o 
totally twledging the independence of the Greek citees 
of A-sia It was enough that he should graciously pro 
iake “ertaTn conceesions. But, whatever were the dip lonrat o 

forma of the agreement, both ”7' ^alhil 

waa maintained. It has been colled the Peace ° 

wP have a record which makes it probable that the clue 
ambassador was Callias, the richest man at Athens, and the 

of Greece and Persia thus closes. 

All the cities of Hellas which had come under barbarian sway 

vears They tried to extirpate Greek civilisation horn th 
Sand- hut Greek civilisation was a hardy growth, and we 
shall hereafter see Greek dynasties again in power. 

Sect. 4. Athenian Eeveeses. The Thikty Years’ Peace 

The peace with Persia, however, was not followed by further 
Athenian expansion within the defined limits; on the .coiitiary 5,,, 
some of the most recent acquisitions of the Athenian ernpii 
1 tn Gil awav. Orehomenus and Chaeroiiea and soni 

Sher towns in western Boeotia were seized by exiled oligarchs^ 
iTlt was necessary for Athens to intervene promptly. The 
Ciid klmidca went forth with a whoU, madegnale number 

: tlTorcbemcti t “bis way bom. he was set upon by « rt 
Sea from Orcbomenua m,d some otbera, in the ne.gbbour- 
ll rf Coronca and defeated. He was himself slam; nmny 
It the hoplites were taken prisoners; and tlie Athenians m 
order to obtain their release resigned Boeotia. Tims t le a' e 
of Coronea undid the work of Oenophytm nonunion 

Athens had little reason to regret this loss; foi donim 
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ill Boeotia was not really conducive to tlie consolidation of her 
empire. To maintain control over the numerous city-states of 
the Boeotian country would have been a constant strain on 
her military resources, which would hardly have been remunei a- 
tive. The loss of Boeotia was followed by the loss of Phocis 
and Locris. It was strange enough that Phocis should fall 
away. A few years before the Phocians had taken possession 
of Delphi. The Spartans had sent an army to rescue the 
shrine from their hands, and give it back to the Delphians ; 
but as soon as the Spartans had gone, an Athenian aimy came, 
led by Pericles, and restored the sanctuary to the Phocians. 
It was a Sacred War, but so conducted that it did not make a 
breach of the Five Years’ Truce. Yet, although their position 
at Delphi seemed to depend on the support of Athens, the 
Phocians now deserted her alliance. The change was due to 
an oligarchical reaction in the Phociaii cities, consequent on 
the oligarchical rising in Boeotia. 

The defeat of Coronea dimmed the prestige of Athenian 
arms; and still more serious results ensued. Euboea and 
Megara revolted at the same moment ; here too oligaichical 
parties were at work. Pericles, who was a General, immediately 
went to Euboea with the regiments of seven of the tribes, 
while those of the remaining three marched into the Megarid. 
But he had no sooner reached the island than he was over- 
taken by the news that the garrison in the city of Megara had 
been massacred and that a Peloponnesian army was threaten- 
ing Attica. He promptly returned, and his first object was to 
unite his forces with the troops in the Megarid, which weie 
under the command of Andocides. But king Pleistoanax and 
the Lacedaemonians were, between them, commanding the east 
coast-road. Andocides was compelled to return to Attica by 
’■ creeping round the corner of the Corinthian Gulf at Aegosthenae 
and passing through Boeotia. The troops were guided by a 
man of Megara named Pythion, and the gratitude of the three 
tribes “ whom he saved by leading them from Pagae, through 
Boeotia, to Athens” was recorded on his funeral monument. 
The stone has survived, and the verses written upon it are a 
touching reminiscence of a moment of great peril. But when 
the whole army united in Attica, the peril was passed. I he 
return of Pericles had disconcerted king Pleistoanax, who com- 
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manded the Lacedaemonians, and having advanced only as far 
as the Thriasian plain he withdrew, deeming it useless to strike 
at Athens. Pericles was thus set free to carry out the rednc- ReciucMon 
tion of Euboea. Histiaea, the city in the north of the island, 
wa>s most hardly dealt with, probably because her resistance 
was most obstinate ; the people were driven out, their territory 
annexed to Athens ; and the new settlement of Oreos took the 
place of Histiaea. In other cases the position of each state 
was settled by an agreement; and the arrangements which 
were made with Chalcis are still preserved on stone. The 
alarm of the Athenians is reflected in reductions of tribute 
which they allowed to their subject states ; they feared that 
the example of Euboea might spread. The truce of five years 
was now approaching its end, and peace Avas felt to be so indis- 
pensable that they resigned themselves to purchasing a more 
durable treaty by considerable concessions. They had lost 
Megara, but they still held the two ports, Nisaea and Pagae. 

These, as well as Achaea, they agreed to surrender, and on The ThiHy 
this basis a peace was concluded for thirty years between the 
Athenians and the Peloponnesians. All the allies of both 446-5 b.c. 
sides were enumerated in the treaty, and it was stipulated 
that neither Athens nor Lacedaemon w’as to admit into her 
alliance an ally of the other, while neutral states might join 
whichever alliance they chose. 

It was a humiliating peace for Athens, and perhaps would 
not have been concluded but for the alarm which had been 
caused by the inroad of the Peloponnesians into Attic territory. 

While the loss of Boeotia was px^obably a gain, and the evacua- 
tion of Achaea might be lightly endured, the loss of the Megarid 
was a serious blow. For, while Athens held the long walls 
and the passes of Geranea, she had complete immunity from 
Peloponnesian invasions of her soil. Henceforth Attica was 
always exposed to such aggressions. Besides this, her position 
in the Crisaean Gulf was greatly weakened. The attempt which 
she had made to win a land-empire had succeeded only for a 
brief space ; the lesson was that she must devote her whole 
energy to maintaining her maritime dominion. It was a 
gloomy moment for the Athenians ; and it must have recpiired 
all the tact and eloquence of Pericles to restore the shaken 
confidence and revive the drooping spirits. Euboea at all 
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events was safe, and men might look back over sixty years to 
507 R.c. ? that victory which had been won by their ancestors, in a 
critical hour, over a joint attack of the Boeotians and Chal- 
cidians. On that occasion a tithe . of the spoil had been dedi- 
cated to Athena. Pericles now set up a bronze chariot with 
this tithe, and so associated the earlier victory with his own. 
The parallel was close ; for the rebellion of Euboea had been 
mainly instigated by the Boeotian oligarchs who freed their 
own land from Athenian control. The marble base on which 
the chariot stood, on the Acropolis, has been found, and a few 
letters of the inscribed verses, which Herodotus read and 
copied, can be made out. The recollection that the sons of 
the Athenians “ quenched the insolence of the Boeotians, as 
those verses have it, was indeed the only consolation that 
could be offered for the defeat of Coroiiea. W^hile he made 
the most of the reduction of Euboea, Pericles may have also 
dwelt on the prospects of the Attic sea-empire. He may have 
elated them by words such as he is reported to have used at a 
later moment of despondency. '' Of the two divisions of the 
world accessible to man, the land and the sea, there is one of 
which you are absolute master’s, and have, or may have, the 
dominion to any extent you please.* Heither the Great Eing 
nor any nation on earth can hinder a navy like yours from 
penetrating whithersoever you choose to sail.” ^ 

Sect. 5. The Imperialism oe Pericles, and the 
Opposition to his Policy 

The cities of the Athenian alliance might have claimed, 
when the Persian war was ended, that the Confederacy 

should be broken up and that they should resume their 
original and rightful freedom. The fair answer to this claim 
would have been, that peace had indeed come, but that it 
would endure only so long as a power was maintained strong 
enough to stand up against the might of Persia. Dissolve the 
Confederacy, and the cities will severally and speedily become 
the prey of the barbarian. But in any case, the Confederacy 
had become an Empire, and Athens was in the full career of 
an ambitious '' imperialist ” state. The tributes which she im- 
1 Thucydides, ii. 62 (transl. Jowett). 
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posed on her subjects were probably not oppressive, and were 
constantly revised ; when the Five Years’ Truce was about to 
be concluded, she reduced the tribute, which had been increased Bedudiun 
under the stress of the war, to its former amount. She did not 450 ’ 

force her own coinage upon her subjects ; every city might 
have its own mint, and most of them had. But there was 
much that was galling in her empire, to communities in which 
the love of freedom was strongly developed. The revolt and 
reduction of Euboea showed in its undisguised shape the rule 
of might. It must, however, be remembered, in judging of 
the feelings of the cities towards their mistress, that in nearly 
every city there were an oligarchical and a demoeratical party. 

The democracy was supported by Athens and was generally 
friendly to her ; the oligarchs were always on the watch for 
an opportunity to rebel. And for this reason, a revolt is not 
in itself evidence that Athens was unpopular among her allies. 

The Carian and Lycian cities began to fall away after the 
peace with Persia ; ^ but most of them ^vere only superficially 
Hellenized, and Athens let them go, not thinking it worth 
while to take measures for retaining her control of them. 

Pericles had been the guide of the Athenian people in the 
recent war; his counsels had directed their imperial policy. 

But that policy had not been unchallenged ; his leadership had 
not been unopposed. There was a strong oligarchical party at 
Athens which not only disliked the democracy of their city, 
but arraigned her empire. Most of this party attacked the 
imperialist policy of Pericles purely from party motives, and 
for the purpose of attacking him ; but there was one man at 
least who may claim the credit of having honestly espoused 
the cause of the allied cities against the unscrupulous selfish- 
ness of .his own city. This was Thucydides, the son of Melesias, AnU-im.- 
a man who had connexions with many of the allies. He main- 
tabled that the tribute should be reserved exclusively for tliQofthecifks. 
purpose for which it was levied, the defence of Greece against 
Persia, and that Athens had no right to sjiend it on other 
things, especially on things which concerned herself alone, and 
did not benefit the cities. It was an injustice that these cities 
should have to defray any part of the costs of an Athenian 

^ The Carian tribute-district existed only for four years, 443-2 — 439-8 B.O. ; 
the remnant of the Carian cities were then added to the Ionian district. 
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campaign in Boeotia or of a new temple in Athens. This was 
a just view, but justice is never entirely compatible with the 
growth of a country to political greatness, and Pericles was 
resolved to make his country great at all hazards. Por. this 
purpose his policy towards the allied cities was — in a phrase 
which seems to have been his own — to keep them well in 
hand.'’ It is pleasant to find that voices were raised against 
his unscrupulous imperialism. 

The more extreme section of the party which supported 
Thucydides would not have hesitated to betray Athens into 
the hands of her foes for the sake of overthrowing the demo- 
cracy. They had tried to do this at the time of the battle of 
Tanagra. Much less would they have scrupled to give secret 
help to the oligarchical parties which worked against Athenian 
rule in the subject cities. Oligarchy had raised its head in 
many places during the Five Years' Truce. Oligarchical 
movements had led to the loss of Boeotia ; oligarchical move- 
ments had caused the revolts of Megara and Euboea ; oligarchy 
liad even prevailed in Phocis. There can be little doubt that 
this widespread oligarchical activity had its echo in Athens ; 
and that in these years the party opposed to Pericles was loud 
and aggressive. He met that opposition with remarkable 
dexterity. He introduced a new policy, which, while it was 
thoroughly imperialist, was so popular at Athens that his 
adversaries were silenced. 

Among the measures which Pericles initiated to strengthen 
the empire of his city, none was more important in its results 
than the system of settling Athenian citizens abroad. Like 
measures of many great statesmen, this policy efiected the 
solution of two diverse problems. The colonies which were 
thus sent to different parts of the empire, served as garrisons 
in the lands of subject allies, and they also helped to provide 
for part of the superfluous population of Athens. The first 
of these Periclean demcMes was established in the Thracian 
Chersonese, under the personal supervision of Pericles himself. 
Lands were bought from the allied cities of the peninsula, and 
a thousand Athenian citizens, chiefly of the poor and unemployed, 
were allotted farms and assigned to the several cities. The 
payment for the land was made in the shape of a reduction 
of the tribute. At the same time Pericles restorM the wall 
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which Miltiades had built across the isthmus, to protect the 
country against the Thracians; in view of the rising power of 
the Thracian prince Teres, this precaution was wise. 

The out-settlements in the Chersonese — which were probably 
followed by out-settlements in Lemnos and Imbros, the island 
warders of the gate of the Propontis — were the most important 
of all The same policy was at the same time adopted in Gi&mcims 
Euboea and some of the islands of the Aegean, and in a 
mysterious place, the Thracian Brea, which probably lay west Afidros, 
of the Strymon. The original act of the colonisation of Brea ' 
has been preserved, and the provision that ail the settlers shall (446 nc./}. 
belong to the two poorest classes of the people, on the Soloniaii 
classification, illustrates the character of the Periclean cleruchies. 

The policy was naturally popular at Athens, since it provided 
for thousands of unem]3loyed who cumbered the streets ; and 
perhaps it may be regarded as one of the happiest strokes de- 
vised by Pericles for increasing his ascendency and confound- 
ing his opponents. But it was a policy which was highly 
unpopular among the allies, in whose territories the settle- 
ments were made ; and it gave perhaps more dissatisfaction 
than any other feature of Athenian rule. 

Most Athenian citizens were naturally allured by a policy 
of expansion which made their city great and powerful with- 
out exacting heavy sacrifices from themselves. The day had 
not yet come when they were unwilling to undertake military 
service, and they were content as long as the cost of maintain- 
ing the empire did not tax their purses. The empire furthered 
the extension of their trade, and increased their prosperity. 

The average Athenian burgher was not hindered by his own 
full measure of freedom from being willing to press, with as 
little scruple as any tyrant, the yoke of his city upon the 
necks of other communities. So long as the profits of empire 
were many and its burdens light, the Athenian democracy 
would feel few searchings of heart in adopting the imperialism 
of Pericles. 

That imperialism was indeed of a lofty kind. The aim of PoUo)/ of 
the statesman who guided the destinies of Athens in these 
days of her greatness was to make her the queen of Hellas; 
to spread her sway on the mainland as well as beyond the 
seas ; and to make her political influence felt in those states 
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's\4iich it would have been unwise and perhaps impossible to 
draw within the borders of her empire. The full achievement 
of this ideal would have meant the union of all the Greeks, 
an union held together by the power of Athens, but having a 
natural support in a common religion, common traditions, 
common customs, and a common language. 

Shortly before the loss of Boeotia through the defeat of 
Coronea, Athens addressed to Greece an open declaration of 
her Panhellenic ambition. She invited the Greek states to 
send representatives to an Hellenic congress at Athens, for the 
pui'DOse of discussing certain matters of common interest. To 
restore the temples which had been burned by the Persians, 
to pay the votive offerings which were due to the gods for the 
o’reat deliverance, and to take common measures for clearing 
tire seas of piracy ; — this was the programme which Athens 
proposed to the considei^ation of Greece. The invitation did 
not go to the west, for the Italiots and Siceliots were not 
directly concerned in the Persian war, but it went to all the 
cities of old Greece, and to the cities and islands which 
belonged to the Athenian empire. If the congress had taken 
place It would have inaugurated an amphictiony of all Hellas, 
and Athens would have been the centre of this vast religious 
union. It was a sublime project, but it could not be. It was 
not to be expected that Sparta would fall in with a project 
which, however noble and pious it sounded, might tempt or 
help Athens to strike out new and perilous paths of ambition 
and aggrandisement. The Athenian envoys were rebuffed in 
the Peloponnesus, and the plan fell through. Immediately 
after this, the revolution in Boeotia deprived Athens of her 
empire on the mainland. 

Sect. 6. The Eestokation of the Temples 

It remained then for Athens to carry out that part of the 
programme which concerned herself, and restore in greater 
splendour the temples of her city and her land. We shall 
miss the meaning of the architectural monuments which now 
be^an to rise under the direction and influence of Pericles, if 
we° do not clearly grasp their historical motive, and recognise 
their immediate connexion with the P ersian war. It devolved 
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upon tlie city, as a religious duty, to make good the injuries 
which the barbarian had inflicted upon the habitations ot her 
gods, and fully to pay her debt of gratitude to heaven for the 
defeat of the Mede. And seeing that Athens had won hei 
great empire through that defeat, the gods might we 
that she would perform this duty on no small scale and i 
no niggardly spirit. In this, above all, was the greatness ot 
Pericles displayed, that he discerned the importance of 
in. it on a grand scale. He recognised that the city by 
ennobling the houses of her gods would ennoble herselt , an 
that she could express her own might and her idea s in 
worthier way than by the erection of beautiful temples. _ o 
architectural plans went farther than this, and we can sec^ 
he was influenced by the example of the Pisistratids ; but the 
chief buildings of the Periclean age, it should alwajb • 
membered, were, like the Athenian empire itself, a diiect 

consequence of the Persian invasion. 

Of the monuments which in the course of twe y y ^ 
changed the appearance of the Acropohs one of 
gigantic statue of Athena, wrought in bronze. o 

Lod near the west brow of her own hill, looking ^outh-west- 
ward, and her helmet and the tip of her lance flashing 
sun could be seen far off at sea. But nothing was “ 
as to carry to completion the new house of the go ^ , 

Ud bL beg.a i„‘tb= days ot Themistooles a.d « 

The work was now resumed on the same site, an 
foundations ; but it was resumed on an entire y ^ 

which was drawn up by the gifted architect Ictinus. ^ 
temple was slightly broader but considerably shorter thai 
would have been if the old design had been carried out, and 
instead of foreign Parian marble, native Attic from the 
of Penteliciis was employed. Callicrates, another expei _ 
tect, superintended the execution of the plan w _ 

had conceived. It is not within oiu- province to enter here 
into the architectural beauties of this perfect ^ 

which came afterwards to be generally known 
The building contained two rooms, between 
no communication. The eastern room into which 
from the pronaos was the temple proper, and “ 

statue of the goddess. It was about a hundred feet Ion,,, and 
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was hence officially called the Hecatompedos The door of the 
small western room was on the west side of the temp e. This 
chamber was perhaps designed for the habitation oi “™ible 
maidens who attend the maiden goddess ; it is at leas tain 
that it was called the Parthenln. It is easy to miagi how 
a word which designated as the room of the Maidens part of 
the house of the Maiden, could soon come to be associated 
popularly with the whole building, and the name Parthenon 
!Ie to mean for the ordinary ear, in defiance o official usage, 
the temple of Athena Parthenos, and not the chamber of her 

The goddess stood in her dwelling, majestic and smiling, 

her coW figure arrayed in a golden - 

head her right hand holding a golden A ictory, anti Jet 

litffig on h:r shield, while the snake 5-^“ 
at her feet. It was a wooden statue covered 

o-old— ivory for the exposed flesh, gold for the laimeu an 
,j,oiu i\ u y 1 wroiio-ht by the Athenian 

hence called chryseleplmnUne. It was wioii j 

sculptor of genius who has given his name to the plastic ait ot 
tS Periclemi age, Pheidias, the son of ^Parmid^ had 
already made his fame by auothet beautiM sUtue ot the 
goddese ot the city, which the out-settto ■ 

to colonise Lemnos dedicated on Uie Acropolis, The Lemnia 
Athena was wrought in bronae and rt 

people h, the guise of ‘”j,oth theae 

have perished, bnt eopies have been preserved from 

wldoh we can frame some far-off idea ot the sculptor s work 

To Pheidias too was entrusted the task of designing ant 

oarrymv out those plastic decorations which were necessary to 
cairyui„ out i With the metopes oi the 

the completion ot a great ^ 

lofty entablature, from which Gentaiiis ai c 

ill high relief, the great ran round the 

in the two pediments and ^ ^ monuments 

wall of the temple, within the colonnacie, nc 

of his genius and the scene of the 

above the eastern portal was adoineu 

birth of Athena, who has sprung from the head of Ze s, at t ^ 
risincf of the sun and the setting of the moon, and liis 
heavenly messenger was shown, going forth to carry tU goo 
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news to the ends of the world. The pediment of the western 
end was occupied with the passage in the life of the goddess 
that specially appertained to Attica — her triiimph on the 
Acropolis in her contest with her rival Poseidon, for the lord- 
ship of the land. The olive which came forth from the earth 
by her enchantment was probably shown ; and we should like 
to believe that at the northern and southern ends reclined the 
two river gods, Eridanus and Ilisus, each at the side which 
was nearest his own waters. The subject of the wonderful 
frieze which encircled the temple from end to end was the 
most solemn of all the ceremonies which the Athenians per- 
formed in honour of their queen. At the great Panathenaic 
festival, every fourth year, they went up in long procession to 
her temple to present her with a new robe. The advance of 
this procession, starting from the western side, and moving 
simultaneously along the northern and southern sides, to meet 
at the eastern entrance, was vividly shown on the frieze of the 
Parthenon. Walking along the peristyle and looking upwards, 
the spectator saw the Athenian knights — beautiful young 
men — on horseback, charioteers, citizens on foot, musicians, 
kine and sheep led for sacrifice, stately maidens with sacred 
vessels, the nine archons of the city, all advancing to the house 
of Athena where she entertains the celestials on her feast-day. 
The high gods are seated on thrones, Zeus on one side of 
Athena, Hephaestus on the other ; and near the goddess is a 
peplos — perhaps the old peplos — in the hands of a priest. The 
western side of the frieze is still in its place, but the rest has 
been removed — the greater part to our own island. 

Athena Polias had now two houses side by side bn her 
hill. For the old restored temple was not destroyed, nor was 
her old image removed from it. But in her character of 
Victory, yet another small habitation was built for her by the 
architect Callicrates, about the same time,^ on . the bastion 
which the hill throws out on its south-western side. It was 
an appropriate spot for the house of Victory. The Athenian 
standing on that platform saw Salamis and Aegina near him ; 
Iiis eye ranged along the Argolic coast, to the distant citadel 
of Corinth and the mountains of the Megarid ; under the 

^ An inscriptdon, of c. 450 B.O., providing for tlie bxulding of the temyde and 
altar, has been recently discovered. 
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shadow of Victory he could lose himself in reveries of memory 
and dreams of hope. The motive of the temple, as a memorial 
of the Persian war, was written clear in the frieze. Whereas 
the sculptures of other temples of this period only alluded in- 
directly to that great struggle, by the representation of mythical 
wars^ — such as the war of Greek and Amazons, or of Lapiths 
and Centaurs, or of gods and giants ; on the frieze of Athena 
Nike a battle between the Greeks and Persians is portrayed. 

It is the battle of Plataea ; for Greeks are shown fighting in 
the Persian host. 

But there were other shrines of other gods in Athens and The 
Attica, which had been wrecked by the Persians, and which 
were now to be restored. From the west side of the Acropolis, ijjopuUTiy 
as one looks down on the western quarter of the city, no 
building is so prominent, or can ever have been so prominent, 
as the Dorian temple of Pentelic marble which crowns the 
hill of Colonus, and replaced an older temple of tlae limestone 
of Piraeus. It is the temple which the sons of Hephaestus ” 
built for their sire, the god of handicraftsmen, who was always 
worshipped with special devotion at Athens — it is significant 
that on the frieze of the Parthenon he sits next the lady of 
the land. This house of Hephaestus is the only Greek temple 
that is not a ruin. About the same time, a marble temple of The temple 
Poseidon rose on the extreme point of southern Attica, the 
promontory of Sunium. The Persian invasion had probably 
been fatal to the old temple of poros-stone. Here the sea-god, {Zovvi- 
'' to whom men pray at Sunium,” seems to have had his own 
house, looking down upon his own domain ; he was not forced 
here, as on the Acropolis, to share a sanctuary with Athena ; 
but the goddess had a separate temple of her own hard by. 

At the other extremity of the Attic land, the shrine of The 
the goddesses of Eleusis had likewise been destroyed hj the 
liarbarians. The rebuilding had been soon begun, but, like the 
new’’ temple of Athena on the Acropolis, the worlv had been 
discontinued owing to the claims of war on the revenue of the 
state. Under Pericles it was taken up again and completed ; 

Ictinus made the design and Coroebus carried it out. The 
new Hall of Mysteries was built of the dark stone of Eleusis : 
one side of it was formed by the rock of the hill under which 
it was built ; and the stone steps around the walls would have 



seated about 3000. As the place was close to the- Megarian 
frontier, a strong wall with towers -was erected round the 
precincts of the shrine; so that the place had the aspect of a 
fortress. 

Op:positwn These splendid buildings required a large outlay of money, 
hwiidinqs political opponents of Pericles a welcome 

of Pericles, handle against him. Thucydides was the leader of the outcry. 

He accused Pericles not merely of squandering the resources 
of the state which ought to be kept as a reserve for war, but 
of misappropriating the money of the Confederacy for purely 
Athenian purposes. Athens, it was said, was 'Hike a vain 
woman, adorning herself with pendants of precious stones, and 
statues, and temples that cost a thousand talents.” It is 
certainly true that some money was taken from the treasury 
of the Hellenotainiae for the new buildings, but this was only 
a very small part of the cost, which was mainly defrayed by 
the treasury of Athena and by the public treasury of Athens. 
There was, however, a good case against Pericles both on grounds 
of policy and on grounds of justice. The plea for taking a 
part of the tribute (perhaps a sixtieth — besides the sixtieth 
which was consecrated to Athena) doubtless was that the 
restoration of Greek temples destroyed by the Persians was a 
duty which devolved upon all the Greeks. But Pericles, with 
bold sophistry, argued that the allies had no reason to complain, 
so long as Athens defended them efficiently ; this was the 
contract, and they had no right to interfere in her disposition 
of the funds. Three years after the Thirty Years' Peace, 
Thucydides thought that he could bring the question to an 
issue, and he asked the people to adjudicate by the sherd. 
(Mracisrh But the people voted for the ostracism of Thucydides, and 
henceforward Pericles had no opponent of influence to thwart 
442 B.c. his policy or cross his way. The buildings already begun 
could now be continued without criticism and new works 
could be undertaken. A great Hall of Music or in- 

tended for the musical contests which had recently been added 
to the Panathenaic celebrations, was now erected on the east 
side of the Theatre of Dionysus. Its roof, made of the masts 
and yard-arms of captured Persian ships, was pointed like a 
tent, and wits compared it to the helmet of Pericles the 
strategos. “ The trial by sherd is over,” says some one in a 
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play which the comic poet Cratinus put on the stage at this CroMmis 
time; ''so here comes Pericles, our peak-headed Zeus, with the 
Odeon set on his crown.” Tiirattai). 

Though Cimon, when he constructed the southern wall of TU new 
the Acropolis, also built a new entrance-gate facing south- 
westward, it was too small and unimposing to relieve the , 
frowning aspect of the walled hilL A more worthy approach, 
worthy of the Parthenon, was devised by the architect 
Mnesicles and met the approbation of Pericles. The buildings 
designed by Mnesicles oceuj)ied the whole west side of the hill. 

In the centre, on the brow of the height and facing westward, 
was to be the entrance with five gates, and on either side of 
this two vast columned halls — reaching to the north and south 
brinks of the hill — in which the Athenians could walk sheltered 
from sun and rain. Thrown out on the projecting cliffs in 
front of these halls were to be two spacious wings, flanking the 
ascent to the central gate. But the plan of Mnesicles toolv 
no account of the sanctuaries on the south-western part of the 
Acropolis, on which his new buildings would encroach. The 
southern colonnade would have cut short the precinct of 
Artemis Brauronia and the adjacent southern wing would have 
infringed on the enclosure of Athena Nike. On the north 
side there were no such impediments. The priests of these 
goddesses raised objections to the execution of the architect's 
plan at the expense of their sacred precincts, and in consecpience 
the grand idea of Mnesicles was only partly carried out. But 
even after the building had been begun, Pericles and his 
architect never abandoned the hope that the scruples of the 
priests might ultimately be overcome ; and while they omitted 
altogether the southern colonnade and reduced the proportions 
of the southern wing, they built in such a way that at some 
future time the structure might he easily enlarged to the 
measures of the original design. On the northern side, too, 
the idea of Mnesicles was not completed, but for a different 
reason. The covered colonnade was never built ; it was left 
to the last, and, when the time came, Athens was threatened 
by a great war, and deemed it unwise to undertake any further 
outlay on building. But the north-western wing was built 
and was adorned with paintings. The greatest paintings that 
Athens possessed were, however, not on the hill hut in buildings 
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Polygmmm below ; and they belonged to a somewhat earlier age. It was 
f 470465 Cimon who brought Polygnotus of Thasos to Athens, and it 
was when Gimon was in power that he, in collaboration with 
Poedie Micon, another eminent painter, decorated with life-size frescoes 
stoa, Theseum and the Anaceum, on the north side of the 

Acropolis, and the walls of the Painted Portico in the market- 
place. We have already cast a glance at the picture of the 
Battle of Marathon. The most famous of the pictures of the 
Thasian master was executed, after he had left Athens, for the 
speech-hall of the Cnidians at -Delphi. Its subject was the 
iinderwoiid visited by Odysseus. 

If it was vain for Athens to hope that Greece would yield 
her any formal acknowledgment of headship, she might at all 
events have the triumph of exerting intellectual influence even 
in the lands which were least ready to admit her claims. 
And ill the field of art she partly fulfilled the ambition of 
Pericles, who, when he could not make her the queen, desired 
PheUias that slie sliould be the instructress, of Hellas. When Pheidias 
^Ohjinpia, completed the great statue of Athena in gold and ivory, 
c. 438 B.c. and had seen . it set up in the new temple, he went forth, 
invited by the men of Elis, to make the image for the temple 
of Zeus at Olympia. For five years in his workshop in the 
Altis the Athenian sculptor wrought at the '' great chrys- 
elephantine god,” and the colossal image which came from his 
hands was probably the highest creation ever achieved by the 
plastic art of Greece. The Panhellenic god, seated on a lofty 
throne, and clad in a golden robe, held a Victory in his right 
hand, a sceptre in his left. He was bearded, and his hair was 
wreathed with a branch of olive. Many have borne witness 
to the impression wdiich the serene aspect of this manifest 
divinity always produced upon the heart of the beholder. 
“Let a man sick and wmary in his soul, who has passed 
through many distresses and sorrows, whose pillow is uiivisited 
by kindly sleep, stand in front of this image; he will, I deem, 
forget all the terrors and troubles of human life.” An Athenian 
had wrought, for one of the two great centres of Hellenic 
religion, the most sublime expression of the Greek ideal of 
{Fj,g, godhead. Her was Pheidias the only Athenian artist who 
^A]xMo^at worked abroad ; we also find the architect Ictinus engaged in 
Phigaiia.) designing temples in the Pelopouiiesus. 





Tnt middh 
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The Piraeus had grown enormously since it had been 
fortified by Theniistocles ; it was now one of the great ports 
and cheaping-towns ''in the midst of Hellas,” and Pericles took 
in hand to make it a greater and fairer place. There was one 
weak point in the common defences of Piraeus and Athens. 
Between Munychia and the extreme end of the southern wall 
which ran down to the strand of Phaleron, there was an iin-' 
fortified piece of marshy shore, where mi enemy might land at 
night. This defect might have heen remedied by building a 
cross-wall, but a wholly different plan was adopted. A new 
long wall was built, running parallel and close to the northern 
wall, and, like it, joining the fortification of Piraeus with the 
'' upper city,” as Athens was locally called. The southern or 
.l^lialeron wall consequently ceased to be part of the system of 
defence and was allowed to fall into disrepair. Ptoiiiid the 
three harbours shipsteads w^ere constructed, in which, the vessels 
could lie high and dry; and on the wharfs and quays new 
storehouses and buildings of sundry kinds arose for the con- 
venience of shipping and trade. On the east side of the great 
Harbour the chief traffic was carried on in the Place of 
Commerce. This mart was marked off hy boundary stones, 
some of which are still preserved, and was subject to the 
control of a special board of officers. The most famous of the 
buildings in the Place of Commerce was the colonnade known 
as the Deigma or Show-place, where merchants showed their 
wares. But Pericles was not content with the erection of 
new buildings; the whole town, which crept up the slopes of 
Munychia from the quays of the great Harbour, was laid out 
on a completely new system, which created considerable interest 
in Greece. It was the rectangular system, on which the main 
streets run parallel and are cut by cross streets at right angles. 
The Piraeus was the first town in Europe where this plan was 
adopted, which we now see carried out on a large scale in 
many modern cities. The idea was due to Hippodamiis, an 
architect of Miletus, a man of a speGulative as well as practical 
turn, who tried with less success to apply his principles of 
symmetry to politics, and sketched the scheme of a model 
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state whose institutions were as precisely correlated as the 
streets of his model town. 

The increase of Athenian trade was largely due to the 
decline of the merchant cities of Ionia, as well as to the blow 
which was struck to Phoenician commerce by the victory of 
Greece over Persia. The decay of Ionian commerce is strikingly 
reflected in the tribute-records of the Athenian Confederacy, 
where the small sums paid by the lonians are contrasted with 
the larger tributes of the cities on the shores of the Propontis. 
Lampsacus contributes twice as much as Ephesus. Both trade [Tribyko/ 
and industry migrated from the eastern to the western and 
northern shores of the Aegean; and as this change coincided 
with the rise of her empire, it was Athens that it chiefly pro- 
fited. The population of Athens and her harbour multiplied ; 
and about this time the whole number of the inhabitants of 
Attica may have been about 230,000 — perhaps more than 
twice as large as the population of the Corinthian state. But 
nearly half of these inhabitants were slaves ; for one con- 
sequence of the growth of manufactures was the inflowing of 
slave '' hands ’’ into the manufacturing towns. In towns where 
the peo|)le subsisted on the fruits of agriculture the demand 
for slaves remained small. It should be observed that, although 
Greece, and especially Athens, consumed large quantities of corn 
brought from beyond the seas, this did not ruin the agriculture 
of Greece ; the costs of transport \vere so great that home- 
grown corn could still be profitable. 

Except in remote or unusually conservative regions, money jMo.icj! 
had now entirely displaced more primitive standards of 
change and valuation. Most Greek states of any size issued 
their own coins, and their money at this time was in almost 
all cases silver. Silver had become plentiful, and prices had 
necessarily gone up. Thus the price of barley and wheat had Rise nf 
become two or three times dearer than a hundred years before, 

Ear more remarkable was the increase in the price of stock. 

In the days of Solon a sheep could be bought for a drachma ; 
ill the days of Pericles, its cost might approach fifty drachmae. 

As money was cheap, interest should have been low ; but 
mercantile enterprise Avas so active, the demand for capital so 
great, and security so inadequate, that the usual price of ^RakE 
loan was twehm per cent. taxas. 
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Sect. 8. Athenian Enterpkise in Italy 

In tlie far west Athens was spreading her influence and 
pushing her trade. She supplied Etruria with her black red- 
figured pottery, and there was a market for these products of 
her industry even in the remote valley of the Po. Her ships 
brought back metal-works from Tuscany,' carpets and cushions 
from Carthage, corn, cheese and pork from Sicily. The Greek 
cities of Sicily had gradually adopted the Attic standard for 
their currency ; and in the little Italian republic on the Tiber, 
which was afterwards destined to make laws for the whole 
world, the fame of the legislation of Solon was so high that 
envoys were sent to Athens to obtain a copy of the code. 
Thus Athens had stepped into the place of Ohalcis ; she was 
now the chief Ionian trader with Italian and Sicilian lands. 
Her rival in this western commerce was Corinth, but she was 
beginning to outdistance the great Dorian merchant-city. In 
this competition Athens had one advantage. By the pos- 
session of Haupactus she could control the entrance to the 
Corinthian gulf — a perpetual menace to Corinth ; wdiile the 
hatred which existed between Corinth and her colony Corcyra 
prevented this island from being as useful as it should have 
been to the Corinthian traffic with the west. On the other 
hand, Corinth had the advantage of having important colonies 
in the west, with which she maintained intimate relations, 
especially Syracuse ; and these maritime cities were centres of 
her trade and influence. Hext to Athens herself, Syracuse 
was probably the largest and most populous city in the Greek 
world.^ Athens had no colonies and no such centres. The 
disadvantage was felt by Theinistocles, and his active brain 
devised the occupation of the site of Siris, which had been 
destroyed by its neighbours, but the scheme was not realised. 
At length the opportunity came, when Pericles was at the 
head of affairs ; here, as in other cases, it fell upon him to 
execute ideas of Themistocles. 

The men of old Sybaris, who since the destruction of their 
own town had dwelled in neighbouring cities, thought that 
they might at length return to build a new Sybaris on the old 

^ The population of Sicily at this period has been roughly reckoned at 700,000 
to 1,000,000. 


IX 


THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE UNDER PERICLES 411 


site ; but within five years their old foes, the men of Croton, 
went up and drove them out. Yet they did not despair, hut 
hoped to compass with the help of others what they had failed 
to accomplish by themselves. They invited Athens and Sparta 
to take part in founding a new city. For Sparta the offer 
had no attraction ; but for Athens it was a welcome opportunity, 

The land of Sybaris was famous for its fertility, and the 
position was suitable for Athenian commerce. But Pericles 
determined to give the enterprise an international significance ; 
it was to be more than a mere Athenian speculation. It was 
proclaimed throughout the Peloponnesus that whosoever wished 
might take part in the foundation of the new colony. The 
Peloponnesus— and especially Acliaea, with whose cities At liens 
had been closely connected in recent years — was the niotlun’- 
country of the Greek colonies which fringed the Tarentine gulf; 
and the idea of Pericles was that the mother-country, vmJer 
the auspices of AThem, should establish the new city. Achaea, 
Arcadia, and Elis responded to the call; hTew Sybaris wasfounded; 
and the Athenian predominance was expressed in the image 
Athena with Attic helmet on the coins of the young city. Suharis. 

But the men of old Sy bains were not content to stand on 
an equal footing with the colonists who had come to help 
them from the mother-country. They thought that their old 
connexion with the place entitled them to a privileged position : 
they claimed an exclusive right to the most important offices 
in the state. Such claims could not be tolerated ; a battle 
was fought ; and the Sybarites were driven out. But, when 
the city was thus deplenished, there was a pressing need for 
men ; and for the second time an appeal was made to Athens 
but this time from her own children. 

To the second appeal Athens, under the guidance of Pericles, 
responded by an enterprise on a still greater scale. All Greece 
was now’ invited to take part in founding a Panhelleiiic colony. 

In carrying out this project the right-hand man of Pericles 
w’as the Seer and Interpreter {Emgete) Lampon, who was 
closely connected with the Eleusinian worship, and was the 
highest authority in Athens on all matters pertaining to re- 
ligion. He obtained from the Delphic god an oracle touching 
the new colony; it was to be planted where men could drink 
water by measure and eat bread without measure. At Athens 
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the enemies of Pericles opposed the project, and especially the 
Panliellenic character which he sought to impress upon it. 
Drapetides Cratiiiiis brought out a play deriding Lainpoii, and asking 
CraFmi^ whether Pericles was a second Theseus who wanted to 
syiioecize the whole of Greece. But Greece responded to the 
Oolonyof Athenian proposal, and the colony went forth under the 
guidance of Lampon. 'Not far from the site of Sybaris they 
found a stream gushing from a bronze pipe, which was locally 
known as the Bushel. Here clearly was the measured water 
to which the oracle pointed; while the land was so fruitful 
that it might well be said to furnish bread without measure. 
The place was named Thiirii, and the new city was designed 
by Hippodamus, the architect who had laid out the Piraeus in 
rectangular streets. The constitution of Thurii was naturally 
a democracy ; but though the intluence of the Athenian model 
might be recognised, the colony adopted not the laws of Solon, 
but those of Zaleiicus, the lawgiver of Locri. Some years 
after the foimdation, the question was asked, Who was the 
founder ? and the Delphic god himself claimed the honour. 
The coins of Thurii were stamped with Athena’s head and an 
olive branch ; and the p)lace became, as it was intended, a 
centre of Athenian influence in Italy, although the Attic 
element in the population failed to maintain its predominance. 

Sect. 9. Athenian Policy in Thrace and the Ehxine 

But Athens had greater and more immediate interests in 
the eastern sea where she succeeded Miletus than in the 
western where she succeeded Ghalcis. The importance of the 
imports from the Pontus, especially corn, fish, and wood, was 
more vital than that of the wares which came to her from the 
wnst ; and hence there was nothing of higher consequence in the 
eyes of a clear-sighted statesman than the assurance of the line 
of communication between Athens and the Eiixine sea., and the 
occupation of strong and favourable points on the coasts of the 
Euxine itself. The outer gate of the Euxine was secured by 
the possession of the Chersonese which Pericles strengthened, 
and the inner gate by the control of Byzantium and Glialcedon, 
members of the Athenian Confederacy. In the Euxine, 
Athens relied on the Greek towns which, fringing the shores 
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at distant intervals, looked to her for support against the 
neighbouring barbarians. The corn-market in the Athenian 
agora was sensitive to every political movement in Thrace and 
Scythia ; and it was necessary to be ever ready to support the 
ships of trade by the presence of ships of war. The growth of ivm uf 
a large Thracian kingdom under Teres and his son Sitalces 
demanded the attention of Athenian statesmen to these regions ioO ilc. 
more pressingly than ever. The power of Teres reached to the 
Danube, and his influence to the Dnieper; for he married his 
daughter to the king of the neighbouring Scythians. 

It was in order to impress the barbarians of the Euxine 
regions with a just sense of the greatness of the Athenian sea- 
power that Pericles sailed himself to the Pontus, in command PericUi^ 
of an imposing squadron. Of that voyage we know little. It 
is ascertained that he visited Sinope, and that in consequence 
of his visit the Athenians gained a permanent footing at that 
important point. It is probable that he also sailed to the 
Cimmerian Bosphorus and visited the Archaeanactid lords of 
Pantieapaeum, who were distinguished for many a long year 
by their abiding friendship to Athens in her good and evil 
days alike. As Panticapaeum was the centre of the Euxine 
corn trade, this intimacy -was of the highest importance. 

The union of the Thracian tribes under a powerful king coii- 
strained Athens also to keep a watchful eye upon the north 
coast of the Aegean and the eastern frontier of Macedonia. 

The most important point on that coast both from a com- 
mercial and a strategic point of view was the mouth of the 
Stryrnon, where the Athenians possessed the fortress of Eion. 

ISTot far from the mouth was the bridge over which all the 
trade between Thrace and Macedonia passed to and fro ; and 
up the Stryrnon valley ran the chief roads into the “Hinter- 
land.'’ The mountains of the neighbourhood were famous for 
the veins of gold and silver stored in their recesses ; the 
Macedonian king Alexander had tapped a mine near Lake 
Prasias which yielded daily a silver talent. In the days of 
Oimoii, Athens had attempted to strengthen Eioii by establisli- 
iiig a- colony at the Mne Ways, by the Strymon bridge. We AUoivi 
saw liow that attempt roused the opiDosition of Thasos, whose 
interests it menaced; and, though Thasos was subdued, the 
colony of the STine Ways was destroyed by the neighbouring 
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barbarians. Thirty years later, Pericles resumed the project 
with greater success. Hagnon, son of Mcias, led forth a 
colony, of Athenians and others, and founded a new city, sur- 
rounded on three sides by the Strymon stream, and called its 
name Amphipolis. It flourished and became, as was inevitable, 
the most important place on the coast. But a local feeling 
grew up unfavourable to the mother-country, and the city was 
lost to Athens within fifteen years of its foundation, as we 
shall see hereafter. 

Sect. 10. The Eevolt of Samos 

After the ostracism of Thucydides, Pericles reigned, the 
undisputed leader of Athenian policy, for nearly fifteen years. 
He ruled as absolutely as a tyrant, and folk might have said 
that his rule was a continuation of the tyranny of the Pisi- 
stratids. But his position was entirely constitutional, and 
it had the stablest foundation, his moral influence over the 
sovereign people. He had the power of persuading them to 
do whatever he thought good, and every year for fifteen years 
after his rivaFs banishment he was elected one of the generals. 
Although all the ten generals nominally possessed equal 
powers, yet the man who possessed the supreme political 
influence and enjoyed the confidence of the people was 
practically chief of the ten and had the conduct of foreign 
affairs in his hands. Pericles was not irresponsible; for at 
the end of any official year the people could decline to re-elect 
him and call him to account for his actions. When he had 
once gained the undisputed mastery, the only forces which he 
used to maintain it were wisdom and eloquence. Whatever 
devices he may have employed in his earlier career for party 
purposes, he rejected now all vulgar means of courting 
popularity or catching votes. He believed in himself; and’ 
he sought to raise the people to his own wisdom, he would not 
stoop to their folly. The desire of autocratic authority was 
doubtless part of his nature ; but liis spirit was fine enough 
to feel that it was a greater thing to he leader of freemen 
whom he must convince by speech than desp)ot of subjects 
who must obey his nod. Yet this leader of democracy was 
disdainful of the vulgar herd ; and perhaps no one knew more 



exactly than lie the weak points in a democratic constitution. 

There is no better equipment for the highest statesmanship 
than the temper which holds aloof from the public and shows 
a front of good-natured indifference towards unfriendly criticism : 
and we may be sure that this quality in the temperament 
of Pericles helped to establish his success and maintain his 
' supremacy. 

I Pericles was a man of finer fibre than Theinistocles^ but he 

was not like Themistocles a statesman of originative genius. 

He originated little ; he elaborated the ideas of others. He 
brought to perfection the sovereignty of the people which had 
been fully established in principle long ago ; he raised to its 

height the empire which had been already founded. As an 

I orator he may have had true genius ; of that we cannot judge. 

I It was his privilege to guide the policy of his country at a 

' time when she had. poets and artists who stand alone and 

I eminent not only in her own annals and those of Greece, but 

in the history of mankind. The Periclean age, the age of 
Sophocles and Euripides, Ictinus and Pheidias, was not made 
by Pericles. But Pericles, though not creative, was one of its 
most interesting figures. Perhaps his best service to Greece 
was one which is often overlooked : the preservation of peace 
for twelve years between Athens and her jealous continental 
j neighbours — an achievement which demanded statesmanship 

! of no ordinary tact. 

In his military operations he seems to have been com- 
petent, though we have not material to criticise them minutely: 
he was at least generally successful. Five years after the .AWo/ity' 
Thirty Years’ Peace, he was called upon to display his general- 
ship. Athens was involved in a war with one of the strongest 
members of her Confederacy, the island of Samos. The 
occasion of this war was a dispute which Samos had with 
! another member, Miletus, about the possession of Priene. It 

appears that Athens, some years before, had settled the con- 
stitution of Miletus and placed a garrison in the city ; and yet 
we now find Miletus engaged in a struggle with a iion- 
' tributary ally, and, when she is worsted, appealing to Athens. 

The case shows how little we know of the various orderings of 
the relations between Athens and her allies and subjects. One 
? would have thought the decision of such a case would have 
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rested with Athens from the first. On the appeal, she decided 
in favour of Miletus, and Pericles sailed with forty-four 
triremes to Samos, where he overthrew the aristocracy, carried 
away a number of hostages, and established a democratic con- 
stitution, leaving a garrison to protect it. The nobles who 
fled to the mainland returned one night, captured the garrison 
and handed them over to the Persian satrap of Sardis, with 
whom they were intriguing. They also recovered the 
hostages who had been lodged in the island of Lemnos. 
xUhems received another blow at the same time by the revolt 
of Byzantium. 

Pericles sailed speedily back to Samos and invested it with 
a large fleet. Hearing that a Phoenician squadron was coming 
to assist the Samians, he raised the siege and with a part of 
his armament went to meet it. During his absence the 
Samians gained some successes against the Athenian ships 
which were anchored close to the harbour. At the end of two 
weeks Pericles returned; either the Phoenicians had not 
appeared after all, or they had been induced to sail home. 
Wellnigh 200 worships now blockaded Samos, and at the end of 
nine months the city surrendered. The Samians undertook to 
pull down their walls, and to surrender their ships, and pay a 
war indemnity which amounted to 1500 talents or thereabouts. 
They became subject to Athens and were obliged to furnish 
soldiers to her armies, but they Avere not made tributary. 

The Athenian citizens who fell in the war received a public 
burial at Athens. Pericles pronounced the funeral oration, 
and it may have been on this occasion that he used a famous 
phrase of the young men who had fallen. The spring, he said, 
was taken out of the year. 

Byzantium also came back to the confederacy. It had been 
a trying moment for Athens ; for she had some reason to fear 
Peloponnesian intervention. Sparta and her allies had met to 
consider the situation ; and the Corinthians afterAvards claimed, 
Avhether truly or not, that they deprecated any interference, on 
the general principle that every state should be left to deal 
with” her own rebellious alhes. However the Corinthians may 
have acted on this occasion, it was chiefly the commercial 
jealousy existing betAveen Athens and Corinth that brought on 
the ultimate outbreak of hostilities between the Athenians and 
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Peloponnesians, which led to the destruction of the Athemaii 
empire.. 

It seems that during the excitement of the Samian war, T&wpomni 
Pericles deemed it expedient to place some restraints upon the 
license of the comic drama. What he feared was the effect 
which the free criticisms of the comic poets on his policy 
might have, not upon the Athenians themselves, but upon the 
strangers who were present in the theatre, and especially upon 
citizens of the subject states. The precaution shows that the 
situation was critical ; though the restraints were withdrawn 
as soon as possible, for they were contrary to the spirit of the 
time. Henceforward the only check on the comic poet was 
that he anight be prosecuted before the Council of Five Hundred 
for “ wrong-doing to the people,” if his jests against the officers 
of the people went too far. 

Comedy had grown up in Athens out of the mummeries of 
masked revellers who kept the feasts of Dionysus by singing 
phallic songs and flinging coarse jests at the folk. It was not 
till after the Persian war that the state recognised it. Then 472-1 bx. 
a place was given at the great festival of Dionysus to comic 
competitions. To the three days which were devoted to the 
competitions of tragedies a fourth was added for the new contest. 

The comic drama then assumed form and shape. Magnes and 
Chionides were its first masters; hut they were eclipsed by 
Oratinus, the most brilliant comic poet of the age of Pericles. 

There is no more significant symptom of the political and 
social health of the Athenian state in the period of its empire, 
than the perfect freedom which was accorded to the comic 
stage, to laugh at everything in earth and heaven, and splash 
with ridicule every institution of the city and every movement 
of the day, to libel the statesmen and even jest at the gods. 

Such license is never permitted in an age of decadence even 
under the shelter of religious usage. It can only prevail in a 
free country where men’s belief in their own strength and 
virtue, in the excellence of their institutions and their ideals, 
is still true, deep, and fervent; then they can afford to laugh 
at themselves. The Old Comedy is a most telling witness to 
the greatness of Athens. 
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Sect. 11 . Higheb Education. The Sophists 

Since the days of Nestor and Odysseus, the art of persuasive 
speech was held in honour by the Greeks. With the rise of the 
democratic commonwealths it became more important, and the 
greater attention which was paid to the cultivation of oratory may 
perhaps be reflected in the introduction of a new class of proper 
names, which refer to excellence in addressing public assemblies. 
The institutions of a Greek democratic city presupposed in the 
average citizen the faculty of speaking in public, and for any 
one who was ambitious for a political career it was indispensable. 
If a man was hauled into a law-court by his enemies, and knew 
not how to speak, he was like an unarmed civilian attacked by 
soldiers in panoply. The power of clearly expressing ideas in 
such a way as to persuade an audience, was an art to be learned 
and taught. But it was not enough to gain command of a 
vocabulary ; it was necessary to learn how to argue, and ■ to 
exercise one’s self in the discussion of political and ethical 
questions. There was a demand for higher education. 

This tendency of democracy corresponded to the growth of 
that spirit of inquiry which had first revealed itself in Ionia 
in the field of natural philosophy. The study of nature had 
passed into a higher stage in the hands of two men of genius, 
whose speculations have had an abiding effect on science. 
Empedocles distinguished the ‘‘ four elements,” and explained 
the development of the universe by the forces of attraction and 
repulsion which have held their place till to-day in scientific 
theory. He also foreshadowed the doctrine of the survival of 
the fittest. Democritus, of Abdera, a man of vast learning, 
originated the atomic theory, which was in later days popularised 
by Epicurus, and in still later by the Eoman Lucretius. The 
scientific imagination of Democritus generated the world from 
atoms, like in quality but different in size and weight, existing 
in void space. Such advances in the explanation of nature 
implied and promoted a new conception of what may be called 
''methodized ” knowledge, and this conception was applied to 
every subject. The second half of the fifth century was an 
age of technical treatises; oratory and cookery were alike 
reduced to systems ; political institutions and received morality 
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became the subject of scientific inquiry. Desire of knowledge 
had led the Greeks to seek more information about foreign 
lands and peoples ; they had begun both to know more of the 
world and to regard it with a more critical mind ; enlightenment 
was spreading, prejudices were being dispelled. Herodotus, 
who was far from being a sceptic, fully appreciates the 
instructiveness of the story which he tells, how Darius asked 
some Greeks for what price they would be willing to eat the 
dead bodies of their fathers. When they cry that nothing 
would induce them to do so, the king calls a tribe of Indians 
who eat their parents, and asks them what price they would 
accept to burn the bodies of their fathers. The Indians exclaim 
against the bare thought of such a horror. Custom, Pindar had 
said and Herodotus echoes, is king of the world ; and men 
began to distinguish between custom and nature. They felt 
that their own conventions and institutions required justifica- 
tion ; the authority of usage and antiquity was not enough ; 
and they compared human society with nature. The appeal 
to nature led indeed to very opposite theories. In the sight 
of nature, it was said, all are equal ; birth and wealth are 
indifierent ; therefore the state should he built on the basis of 
perfect equality. On the other hand, it was argued that in 
the state of nature the strong man subdues the weaker and 
rules over them ; therefore monarchy is the natural constitution. 
But it matters little what particular inferences were drawn ; 
for no attempt was made to put them into practice. The main 
point is that the questioning spirit was active ; there were 
clever men everywhere, who refused to take anything on 
authority ; who always asked, how do you know ? and claimed 
to discuss all things in heaven and earth. 

It was in this atmosphere of critical inquiry and scepticism 
that Greece had to provide for the higher education of her 
youth, which the practical conditions of the democracy 
demanded. The demand was met by teachers who travelled Tkc 
about and gave general instruction in the art of speaking and 
in the art of reasoning, and, out of their encyclopaedic know- 
ledge, lectured on all possible subjects. They received fees for 
their courses, and were called Sophists, of which name perhaps 
our best equivalent is “professors.” Probably a sophist meant 
one who was eminently proficient in some particular art — in 
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poetry for instance, or cookery. As applied to the teachers 
who educated the youths who were able to pay, the name 
acquired a slightly unfavourable colour — partly owing to the 
distrust felt by the masses towards men who know too much, 
partly to the prejudice which in Greece always existed more 
or less against those who gave their services for pay, partly 
too to the jealousy of those who were too poor to pay the fees 
and were consequently at a great disadvantage in public life 
compared with men whom a sophist had trained. But this 
haze of contempt which hung about the sophistic profession 
did not imply the idea that the professors were impostors, who 
deliberatelv sought to hoodwink the public by arguments in 
which they did not believe themselves._ That suggestion— 
which has determined the modern meaning of “ sophist ” and 
“ sophistry ” — was first made by the philosopher Plato, and it is 

entirely unhistorical _ 

The sophists did not confine themselves to teaching. They 
vritugs. inuch ; they discussed occasional topics, criticised political 

affairs, diffused ideas ; and it has been said that this part of 
their activity supplied in some measure the place of modem 
journalism. But the greatest of the professors were much 
more than either teachers or journalists. They not only 
diffused but set afloat ideas; they enriched the worid with 
contributions to knowledge. They were all alike rationalists, 
spreaders of enlightenment ; but they were very various in their 
views and doctrines. Gorgias of Leontini, Protagoras of 
Abdera, Prodicus of Ceos, Plippias of Elis, Socrates of Athens, 
each had his own strongly-marked individuality. To Socrates, 
who has a place apart from the others, we shall revert in a 
ProcV<:i>s. later chapter. Prodicus of Ceos was a pessimist ; and it was 
doubtless he whom the poet Euripides meant by the man who 
Supphees considered the ills of men to be more in number than their 
(rood things. It was Prodicus who invented the famous table 
of Heracles at the crossway choosing between virtue and 
PM- pleasure. Of all the sophists Protagoras was perhaps the 

cuj'orm. Greatest. He first distinguished the parts of speech and 

founded the science of grammar for Europe. His activity as a 
teacher was chiefly at Athens, where he seems to have been 
intimate with Pericles. The story that Pericles and Protagoras 
spent a whole day arguing on the theory of punishment a 
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question wliicli is still unsettled — illustrates the services wliich 
the sophists rendered to speculation. The retributive theory 
of justice, which logically enough led to the trial and piinisli- 
ment of animals and inanimate things, was called in question ; 
and a counter theory started that the object of punishment was 
to deter. Protagoras was a victim of the religious prejudices 
of the Athenians. He wrote a theological book, which he 
published by reading it aloud before a chosen audience in 
the house of his friend Euripides. The thesis of the work is 
probably contained in the first sentence : In regard to the gods 
I cannot know that they exist, nor yet that they do not exist; 
for many things hinder such knowledge, — the obscurity of the 
matter, and the shortness of human life,” Protagoras may have 
himself helievecl in the gods ; what he asserted was that their 
existence could not be a matter of hnywledge, ITnliickily the 
book itself has perished. For a certain Pythodoms came 
forward as the standard-bearer of the state religion, and 
accused Protagoras of impiety. The philosopher deemed it lEsjUgM 
wise to flee from Athens ; he sailed for Sicily and was lost 
sea. When Euripides makes the choir of Thracian women in (445 b,o.), 
his play of Pcdamedes cry bitterly, Ye have slain, 0 Greeks, 
ye have slain the nightingale of the Muses, the wizard bird 
that did no wrong,” the ]3oet was thinking of the dead friend 
who had come from the Thracian city. The sale of the book of 
Protagoras was forbidden in Athens, and all copies that could 
be found were publicly burned. 

The case of Protagoras xvas not the only case of the kind. 

Years before, the philosopher Anaxagoras had been condemned 
for impiety ; years after, Socrates would be condemned. These 
cases show that the Athenians were not more enliglitened than 
other peoples, or less prejudiced. The attitude of Protagoras to 
theology was perfectly compatible with a fervent devotion to the 
religion of the state ; hut an Athenian jury was not sufficiently 
well-educated to discern this. When we admire the spread of 
knowledge and reasoning in the fifth century, we must re- 
member that the mass of citizens was not reached by the new 
light ; they were still sunk in ignorance, suspicious and jealous 
of the tiffining; which could be got only by sons of the com- 
paratively well-to-do, or those who were exceptionally in- 
tellectual. 
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Gordias was a philosophical thinker and a politician, but he 
won his^-enown as an orator and a stylist. He taught Greece 
how to write a new kind of prose— not the cold_ style which 
appeals only to the understanding, but a brilliant style, 
riiythmic, flowery in diction, full of figures, speaking to the 
sense and imagination. In the inscription of a_ statue which 
his arand-nephew erected to him at Olympia, it is said; ho 
mortal ever invented a fairer art, to temper the soul tor ™anli- 
hood and virtue.’' Wherever he went he was received with 
enthusiasm ; we shall presently meet him as an ambassador at 

The sophists were the chief, the professional expounders of 
the intellectual movement. But the exaltation of reason had 
a no less powerful supporter in the poet Euripides. He used 
the tragic stage to disseminate rationalism ; he underinuied the 
popular religion from the very steps of the altar. By the 
necessity of the case he accomplished his work indirectly, but 
with consummate dexterity. Aeschylus and Sophocles had 
reverently modified religious legend, adapting it to their own 
ideals, interpreting it so as to satisfy their own moral standard. 
Euripides takes the myths just as he finds them, and cmitrives 
his dramas so as to bring the absurdities into relief. He does 
not acquiesce, like the older tragic poets, in the ways of the 
(rods with men ; he is not content to be a resigned pessimis . 
He will receive nothing on authority ; he declines to bow to the 
orthodox opinions of his respectable fellow-countrymen, on 
such matters as the institution of slavery, or the position of 
women in society. He refuses to endorse the inveterate 
prejudice which prevailed even at Athens in favour of noble 
birth. But perhaps nothing is so significant as his attitude to 
the contempt which the Greeks universally felt for other races 
than their own. Nowhere is Euripides more sarcastic than 
when, in his Medea, he makes Jason pose as a benefactor^ o 
the woman whom he has basely betrayed, on the ground that 
he has brought her out of an obscure barbarian home, and 
enabled her to enjoy the privilege of— living in Greece. _ 

Yet we need not go to the most daring thinkers, to Euripides 
and the sophists, to discern the spirit of criticism at work. 
The Periclean age has left us few more significant, and certainly 
no more beautiful, monuments than a tragic drama which won 
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the first prize at the great Dionysia a few years after the 
Thirty Years' Peace. The soul of Sophocles was in nntrouhled 
harmony with the recehmd religion; but, living in an atmosphere 
of criticism and speculation, even he could not keep his mind 
aloof from the questions which were debated by the thoughtful 
men of Ms time. He took as the motive of his Antigone a 
deep and difficult question of political and of ethical science — 
the relation of the individual citizen to the state. What shall 
a man do if his duty of obedience to the government of his 
country conflicts with other duties ? Are there any obligations 
higher than that of loyalty to the laws of his city ? The poet 
answers that there are such, — for instance, certain obligations 
of religion. He justifies Antigone in her disobedience to the 
king's decree. The motive lends itself to dramatic treatment, 
and never has it been handled with such consummate art as by 
him who first saw its possibilities. But it is worth observing 
that the Antigone^ besides its importance in the history of 
dramatic poetry, has a high significance in the development of 
European thought, as the first presentation of a problem which 
both touches the very roots of ethical theory and is, in daily 
practice, constantly clamouring for solution. 
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CHAPTEK 

THE WAK OF ATHENS ATITH THE PELOPONNESIANS 

(431-421 B.C.) 

The empire and commercial supremacy of Athens had, as we 
have seen, swiftly drawn a war upon herself and Greece. 
That war had been indecisive ; it had taught her some lessons, 
hut it had not cooled her ambition or crippled her trade ; and 
it was therefore inevitable that she should have to fight 
again. We have now to follow the second phase of the 
struggle, up to the culmination of that antagonism between 
Dorian and Ionian, of which the Greeks of this period never 
lost sight. 

Sect. 1. The Prelude of the Wae 

The incidents which led up to the “Peloponnesian War” 
are connected with two Corinthian colonies, Corcyra and 
Potidaea : Corcyra which had always been an unfilial daughter ; 
Potidaea which, though maintaining friendly relations with 
Corinth, had become a member of the Athenian Confederacy. 

(1) One of those party struggles in an insignificant city, 
which in Greece were often the occasion of wars between great 
states, had taken place in Epidamnus, a colony of Corcyra. 
The people, harassed by the banished nobles and their barbarian 
allies, asked help from their mother-city. Corcyra refused, 
and Epidamnus turned to Corinth. The Corinthians sent 
troops and a number of new colonists. The Corcj'’raeans, 

1 The citations from Thucydides in this chapter are taken from Jowett’s 
translation. 
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highly resenting this interference, demanded their dismissal, 
and when the demand was refused, blockaded the isthmus 
of Epidarnnus, Corinth then made preparations for an expedi- 
tion against Corey ra; and Corcyra in alarm sent envoys to 
Corinth, proposing to refer the matter for arbitration to such 
Peloponnesian states as both should agree upon. But the 
Corinthians refused the arbitration, and sent a squadron of 
seventy-five ships with 2000 hoplites against the Corcyraeans. 

The powerful navy of Corcyra consisted of 120 ships, of which Ou'curcu^an 
forty were besieging Epidamnus. With the remaining eighty 
they won a complete victory over the Corinthians outside the (145 kf/., 
Ainbracian gulf; and on the same day Epidamnus surrendered. 

During the rest of the year Corcyra had command of the Ionian 'C a>/- 
sea and her triremes sailed about damaging the allies of 
Corinth. 

But Corinth began to prepare for a greater effort against 
her powerful and detested colony. The work of preparation 
went on for two years. The report of the ships she was 4-1-3 ji,c. 
building and the navies slie was hiring frightened Corcyra. 

For, while Corinth had the Peloponnesian league at her back, 

Corcyra bad no allies, and belonged neither to the Athenian 
nor to the Spartan league. It was her obvious policy to seek 
a connexion with Athens, and she determined to do so. The Cv,'c//mcait 
Corinthians hearing of this intention, tried to thwart it; for 
they had good reason to fear a combiiiation of the Athenian emiMmies 
with the Gorcyraean navy. And so it came to pass that tlie 
envoys of Corcyra and Corinth appeared together before tlie 
Assembly of Athens. The arguments which Thucydides has 
put into their mouths express clearly the bearings of the 
situation and the importance of the decision for Athens. Tiie 
main argument for accepting the proffered alliance of Corcyra 
depends on the assumption that war is imminent. '' The 
Lacedaemonians, fearing the growth of your empire, are eager 
to take up arms, and the Corinthians, who are your enemies, 
are all powerful with them. They begin with us, but they 
will go on to you, that we may not stand united against them 
in the bond of a common enmity. And it is our business to 
strike first, and to forestall their designs instead of waiting to 
counteract them.” On this assumption, the alliance of Corcyra 
offers great advantages. It lies conveniently on the route to 
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Sicily, and it possesses one of the only three considerable 
nayies in Greece. ''If the Corinthians get hold of our fleet, 
and you allow the two to become one, you will have to fight 
against the united navies of Corcyra and the Peloponnesus. 
But if you make us your allies, you will have our navy in 
addition to your own ranged at your side in the impending 
conflict.” The reply of the Corinthian ambassadors was weak. 
Their appeal to certain past services that Corinth had rendered 
to Athens could hardly have much effect; for there was 
nothing but jealousy between the two cities. They might 
deprecate, but they could not disprove, the notion that Athens 
\Yould soon have a war wdth the Peloponnesus on her hands. 
And as fur justice, Corcyra could make as plausible a ease as 
Corinth. The most cogent argument for Corinth was that if 
Athens allied lierself with Corcyra she would take a step which 
if not in itself violating the Thirty Years’ Peace would neces- 
sarily involve a violation of it. 

After two debates the Assembly agreed to an alliance with 
Corcyra, but of a defensive kind. Athens was oiilj?" to give 
armed help, in case Corcyra itself were threatened. By this 
decision she avoided a direct violation of the treaty. Ten 
ships were sent to Corcyra with orders not to fight unless 
Corcyra or some of the places belonging to it were attacked. 
A great and tiimultnons naval engagement ensued near the 
islet of Sybota, between Leiicimme, the south-eastern pro- 
montory of Corcyra, and the Thesprotian mainland. A 
Coreyraeaii fleet of 110 ships was ranged against a Corinthian 
of 150 — the outcome of two years of preparation. The right 
wing of the Corcyraeans was w^orsted, and the ten Athenian 
ships, which had held aloof at first, interfered to prevent its 
total discomfiture. In the evening the sudden sight of twenty 
new Athenian ships on the horizon caused the Coiinthians to 
retreat, and the next day they declined battle. This seemed 
an admission of defeat, and justified the Corcyraeans in raising 
a trophy: hut the Corinthians also raised a trophy, for they 
had come off best in the battle. They returned home then, 
and on their way captured Anactorion, which Corcyra and 
Corinth held in common. Corinth treated the Corcyraeans 
who had been taken captive in the battle with great considera- 
tion. Most of them were men of importance and it was hoped 
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that through them Corcyra might ultimately be won o\'er to 
friendship with Corinth. It will be seen afterwards that the 
hope was not ill-founded.^ 

(2) The breach with Corinth forced Athens to look to theAVm//./ 
security of her interests in the Chalcidic peninsula, where 
Corinth had a great deal of influence. The city of Potidaea/^-iz/^rn,:. 
which occupies and guards the isthmus of Pallene, was a 
tributary ally of Athens, but received its annual magistrates 
from its mother-city, Corinth. Immediately after the battle (4“i3 />'.c) 
of Sybota, Athens required the Potidaeans to raze the city- 
walls on the south side where the^y were not needed for pro- 
tection against Macedonia, and to abandon the system of 
Corinthian magistrates. The Potidaeans refused ; they w^ere 


supported by the promise of Sparta to invade Attica, in case 
Potidaea were attacked by Athens. But the situation was 
complicated by the policy of the Macedonian king, Perdiccas, 
who had been formerly the friend of Athens but wms now her 
adversary, because she had befriended bis brothers who were 
leagued against him. He conceived and organised a general 
revolt of Chalcidice against Athens ; and even persuaded the 
Clialcidiaiis to pull dowm their cities on the coast and con- 
centrate themselves in the strong inland towm of Olynthus. 
Thus the revolt of Potidaea, while it has its special causes in 
connexion with the enmity of Athens and Corinth, under 
another aspect forms part of a general movement in that 
quarter against the Athenian dominion. 

The Athenians began operations in Macedonia, but soon 
advanced against Potidaea and gained an advantage over the 
Corinthian general, Aristeiis, w^ho had aiuived wdth some Pelo- 
ponnesian forces. This battle has a particular interest ; for a 
graven stone still speaks to us of the sorrow’ of Athens for the 
men who fell fighting foremost before Potidaeans walls and 
'' giving their lives in barter for glory ennobled their coimtry.nn - 
The Athenians then invested the city. So far the Corinthians 
had acted alone. How, seeing the danger of Potidaea, they 
took active steps to incite the Lacedaemonians to declare war 
against Athens. 

^ A report of the expenses of Athens on this Corcyra, ean expedition has been 
partially preserved on a stone. The ships that sailed first and those that followed 
are distinguished. 

- This inseriptioii is preserved in the British Museum. 
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Pericles knew that war was coming, and he promptly 
struck — not with sword or spear, hut with a more cruel and 
deadly weapon. Megara had assisted Corinth at the battle of 
Sybota; the Athenians passed a measure excluding the Megarians 
from the markets and ports of their empire. The decree spelt 
economical ruin to Megara, and Megara was an important 
member of the Peloponnesian league j the Athenian statesman 
knew how to strike. The comic poets sang how 

Tlie Olympian Pericles in wrath 

Fill mined o’er Greece and set her in a broil 

With statutes worded like a drinking catch : 

No Megarian on land 
Nor in market shall stand 
Nor sail on the sea nor set foot on the strand.^ 

The allies appeared at Sparta and brought formal charges 
against Athens of having broken the Thirty Tears Peace and 
committed various acts of injustice. Some Athenian envoys 
who were at Sparta — ostensibly for other business were given 
an opportunity of replying. But arguments and recriminations 
were superfluous j it did not matter in the least whether Athens 
could defend this transaction or Corinth could make good that 
charge. For in the case of an inevitable war the causes openly 
alleged seldom correspond with the motives which really govern. 
It was not the Corcyraean incidents, or the siege of Potidaea, 
or the Megarian decree that caused the Peloponnesian War, 
though jointly they hastened its outbreak; it was the tear and 
jealousy of the Athenian power. The only question was whether 
it was the right hour to engage in that unavoidable struggle. 
The Spartan king, Archidamus, advised delay. “ Do not take 
up arms yet. War is not an affair of arms, but of money 
which gives to arms their use, and which is needed above all 
things when a continental is fighting against a maritime 
power. Let us find money first, and then we may safely allow 
our minds to be excited by the speeches of our allies. But 
the ephots were in favour of war. Sthenelaidas, in a short 
and pointed speech, put the question, not, Shall we cteclare 
war ? but Has the treaty been broken and are the Athenians 
in the wrong? It was decided that the Athenians were in 
the wrong, and this decision necessarily led to a declaration of 

^ From Aristopli. transl. Tyii'ell. 
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war. But before that declaration was made, the approval of 
the Delphic oracle was gained, and a general assembly of the 
alhes gathered at Sparta and agreed to the war. 

Thucydides chose the setting well for his brilliant contrast The 
between the characters and spirits and aims of the two 
protagonists who now prepare to stand face to face on the stage Timcj^- 
of Hellenic history. He makes the Corinthian envoys, at the Mwmi the 
first assembly in Sparta, the spokesmen of his comparison, ^^ihenums 
“ You have never considered, 0 Lacedaemonians, what manner lacedae- 
of men are these Athenians with whom you will have to 
and how utterly unlike yourselves. They are revolutionary, 
equally quick in the conception and in the execution of every 
new plan ; while you are conservative — careful only to keep 
what you have, originating nothing, and not acting even when 
action is most necessary. They are bold beyond their strength ; 
they run risks which prudence would condemn ; and in the 
midst of misfortune they are full of hope. Whereas it is your 
nature, though strong to act feebly ; when your plans are most 
prudent, to distrust them ; and when calamities come upon you, 
to think that you will never he delivered from them. They 
are impetuous and you are dilatory ; they are always abroad, 
and you are always at home. For they hope to gain some- 
thing by leaving their homes ; but you are afraid that any new 
enterprise may imperil what you have already. When con- 
querors, they pursue their victory to the utmost ; when defeated, 
they fall back the least. Their bodies they devote to the 
country, as though they belonged to other men ; their true 
self is their mind, which is most truly their own when employed 
in her service. When they do not carry out an intention which 
they have formed, they seem to have sustained a personal 
bereavement; when an enterprise succeeds they have gained 
a mere instalment of what is to come; but if they fail, they 
at once conceive new hopes and so fill up the void. With 
them alone to hope is to have, for they lose not a moment in 
the execution of an idea. This is the lifelong task, full of 
danger and toil, which they are always imposing upon them- 
selves. Nolle enjoy their good things less, because they are 
always seeking for more. To do their duty is their only 
holiday, and they deem the quiet of inaction to he as disagree- 
able as the most tiresome business. If a man should say of 
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them, in a word, that they were born neither to have peace 
themselves nor to allow peace to other men, he would simply 

speak the truth.” . , . ^ 

On the present occasion, however, the Athenians did not 
aive an example of that promptness in action which is con- 
trasted in this passage with the dilatory habits of the Spartans ; 
we presently see why. It was the object of Sparta to 

o^ain time ; accordingly she sent embassies to Athens with 
trivial demands. She required the Athenians to drive oth the 
“ curse of the goddess,” which rested on the family of the 
Alcmaeonidae. This was a raking up of history, three centuries 

old the episode of Cylon’s conspiracy ; the point of it lay in 

the fact that Pericles, on his mother’s side, belonged to the 
accursed family. Athens replied by equally trivial demands 
—the purification of the curse of Athena of the Lrazen House, 
and of the curse of Taenarus, where some Helots had been 
murdered in the temple of Poseidon. These amenities, which 
served the purpose of Sparta by gaming time,_were followed 
by an ultimatum, in the sense that Athens might stilly have 
peace if she restored the independence of the Hellenes, ihere 
was a peace party at Athens, but Pericles carried the day. 
“ Let us send the ambassadors away he said gi\ ing them 
this answer ; That we will not exclude the Megarians from our 
markets and harbours, if the Lacedaemonians will not exclude 
foreigners, whether ourselves or our allies, from Sparta ; for 
the treaty no more forbids the one than the other. That we 
will concede independence to the cities, if they were inde- 
pendent when we made the treaty, and as soon as the Lacedae- 
monians allow their subject states to be governed as they choose, 
not lor the interest of Lacedaemon but for their own. Also 
that we are willing to offer arbitration according to the treaty. 
And that we do not want to begin the war, but intend to 
defend ourselves if attacked. This answer will be just and 
befits the dignity of the city. We must be aware, however, 
that the war will come; and the more willing we are to accept 
the situation, the less ready will our enemies be to lay hands 
upon us.” Pericles was in no haste to draw the sword; he 
had delivered a blow already by the Megarian decree. 

The peoples of Greece were parted as follows on the sides 
of the two chief antagonists. Sparta commanded the whole 
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Peloponnesus, except her old enemy Argos, and Achaea ; ^ she 
commanded the Isthmus, for she had both Corinth and Megara ; 
in northern Greece she had Boeotia, Pliocis, and Locris; in 
western Greece, Ambracia, Anactorion, and the island of Leiicas. 
In western Greece, Athens commanded the Acarnanians, Corcyra, 
and Zacynthiis, .as well as the Messenians of Naupaetus; in 
northern Greece she had Plataea; and these were her only 
allies beyond her confederacy. Of that confederacy Lesbos 
and Chios were now the only two independent states. In 
addition to the navies of Lesbos, Chios, and Corcyra, Athens 
had 300 ships of her own.^ 


Sect. 2. Geneeal View of the War. Thucydides 


The war on which we are now entering is a resumption, on 
a somewhat greater scale, of the war which was concluded by 
the Thirty Years’ Peace. Here too the , Corinthians are the 
most active instigators of the opposition to Athens. The 
Spartans are but half-hearted leaders, and have to be spurred 
by their allies. The war lasts ten years, and is concluded by 
the Peace of Mcias. But hostilities begin again, and pass lor 
a time to a new scene of warhire, the island of Sicily. This 
war ends with the battle of Aegospotami, which decided the 
fate of the Athenian empire. Thus during fifty -five years 
Athens was contending for her empire with the Peloponnesians, 
and this conflict falls into three distinct wars : the first end- 
ing with the Thirty Years’ Peace, the second with the Peace 
of Mcias, the third with the battle of Aegospotami. But 
while there is a break of thirteen years between the first war 
and the second, there is hardly any break between the second 
war and the third. Hence the second and the third, which have 
been united in the History of Thucydides, are generally grouped 
closely together and called by the common name of the Pelo- 
ponnesian War.” This name is never used by Thucydides ; but 
it shows how Athenian the sympathies of historians have always 
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^ Pellene alone was on the Peloponnesian side. 

Athens had 1200 cavalry, including mounted archers; 1800 foot archers; 
13,000 hoplites for field service ; 16,000 lioplites (of elder and younger men, and 
metics) for garrison service. . 
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been. From the Peloponnesian point of view the conflict would 
be called the “ Attic War.” 

It will not be amiss to repeat here what the true cause of 
the struggle was. Athens was resolved to maintain, in spite 
of Greece, her naval empire ; and thus far she was responsible. 
But there is no reason to suppose that she had any design of 
seriously increasing her empire ; and the idea of some modern 
historians that Pericles undertook the war in the hope of 
winning supremacy over all Hellas is contrary to the plain 
facts of the case. 

This war has attained a celebrity in the world's history 
which, considering its scale and its consequences, may seem 
unmerited. A domestic war between small Greek states may 
be thought a slight matter indeed, compared with the struggle 
ill which Greece was arrayed against the might of Persia. But 
the Peloponnesian war has had an advantage which has been 
granted to no other episode in the history of the world. It 
has been recorded by the first and the greatest of all critical 
The historians. To read the book which Thucydides, the son of 
Olonis, has bequeathed to posterity is in itself a liberal educa- 
didel tion ; a lesson in politics and history which is, as he aimed to 
make it, a possession for ever.” Only a few years can have 
separated the day on which Herodotus completed his work and 
QoUm&i of the day on which Thucydides began his. But from the one to 
'd^d^swith t>ther there is a sheer leap. When political events have 
Hmdotus, passed through the brain of Herodotus, they come out as 
delightful stories. With the insatiable curiosity of an inquirer, 
he has little political insight ; he has the instinct of a literary 
artist, his historical methods are rudimentary. The splendid 
work of Herodotus has more in common with the epic poets 
who went before him than with the historians who came after 
him. When he began to collect material for his history, the 
e^"ents of the Persian invasion were already encircled with a halo 
of legend, so that he had a subject thoroughly to his taste. It is 
a strange sensation to turn from the naive, uncritical, entran- 
cing story-teller of Halicarnassus to the grave historian of 
Athens. The first History, in the true sense of the word, 
sprang full-grown into life, lilm Athena from the brain of 
Zeus ; .and it is still without a - rival. Severe . in its reserves, 
written from a purely inteilectiial point of view, unencumbered 
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with platitudes and moral judgments, cold and critical, but 
exliibitiug the rarest powers of dramatic and narrative art, the 
work of Thucydides is at every point a contrast to the work of 
Herodotus. Mankind might well despair if the science of 
criticism had not advanced further since the days of Thucydides ; 
and we are not surprised to find that when he deals, on the 
threshold of his work, with the earlier history of Greece, he 
fails to carry his sceptical treatment far enough and accepts 
some traditions which on his own principles he should have 
questioned. But the interval which divides Thucydides from 
his elder contemporary Herodotus is a whole heaven ; the 
interval which divides Thucydides from a critic of our own 
day is small indeed. 

The view of Herodotus was indeed larger, though uncritical ; 
his interest in the world was wider and more sympathetic, less 
intensely, less exclusively Hellenic ; he entertained a less ex- 
alted idea of the significance of his own age than that which 
possessed Thucydides, and, consequently it may be said that he 
saw history in a truer perspective. But the critical instinct 
and niethod of Thucydides were of far greater consequence for 
the development of historical research. He belonged in heart 
and mind to the sceptical school of the Sophists. His work 
was one of the most important products of that great move- 
ment of the human intellect which we specially associate with 
them. 

In reading Thucydides we must remember two things. He 
was an artist as well as a critic, and he adopted certain artistic 
conventions which we must not suffer to mislead us. The 
speeches which we read in his pages, as delivered by statesmen, 
generals, or envoys on important occasions, are not reports of 
harangues actually spoken, but compositions of the author him- 
self. In a few cases Thucydides heard the original speeches, 
and may have reproduced some of the speaker’s arguments 
and phrases; hut his object throughout is not to tell the 
reader what was said, but to exhibit dramatically the 
forces and motives which determined an event, to express 
through the mouths of the actors the elements of a situa- 
tion. Herodotus had already made occasional use of this 
dramatic artifice, but Thucydides employed it systematically, 
aud from him the historians of antiquity adopted imaginary 
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power has to confine itself to attacking the maritime possessions 
of the land-power. It follows that the small land army of the 
sea-power, and the small fleet of the land-power, are each 
mainly occupied with the work of defence, and are seldom free 
to act on the offensive. Hence the maritime possessions of 
the maritime power and the inland possessions of the conti- 
nental power are not generally the scene of warfare. These 
considerations simplify the war. The points at which the 
Peloponnesians can attack Athens with their land forces are 
Attica itself and Thrace. Accordingly Attica is invaded almost 
every year, and there is constant warfare in Thrace ; but the 
war ds hardly ever carried into the Aegean or to the Asiatic 
coast, except in consequence of some special circumstance, such 
as the revolt of an Athenian ally. On the other hand the 
offensive operations of Athens are mainly in the west of Greece, 
about the islands of the Ionian sea and near the mouth of the 
Corinthian gulf. That was the region wdiere they had the 
best prospect, by their naval superiority, of detaching members 
from the Peloponnesian alliance. Thrace, Attica, and the seas of 
western Greece are therefore the chief and constant scenes of 
the war. There are episodes elsewhere, but they are to some 
extent accidental. 

Pericles had completely abandoned the policy of continental 
enterprise which had led up to the Thirty Years' Peace. That 
enterprise had been a departure from the policy initiated by 
Theniistocles, of concentrating all the energy of Athens on the 
development of her naval power. Pericles returned to this 
policy without reserve, and he appears, at the outbreak of the 
war, Tinder the inspiration of the Salaminian spirit. Athens 
is now to show the same extreme independence of her land, 
the same utter confidence in her ships, which she had shown 
when the Mede approached her borders. '' Let us give up lands 
and houses," said Pericles, '' but keep a watch over the city and 
the sea. We should not under any irritation at the loss of our 
property give battle to the Peloponnesians, who far outnumber 
us. Mourn not for houses or lands, but for men; men may 
give these, but these will not give men. If I thought that 
you would listen to me, I would say to you: Go ’ yourselves 
and destroy them, and thereby prove to the Peloponnesians 
that none of these things will move you." For such is the 
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for the gratification of their private enmities. On a dark 
moonless night, in the early spring, a band of 300 Thebans 
entered Plataea, invited and admitted by a small party in the 
city. Instead of at once attacking the chiefs of the party 
which supported the Athenian alliance, they took up their 
post ill the agora and made a proclamation, calling upon the 
Plataeans to join the Boeotian league. The Plataeans, as a 
people, with the exception of a few malcontents, were cordially 
attached to Athens ; but they were surprised, and in the dark- 
ness of the night exaggerated the numbers of the Thebans. 
They acceded to the Theban demand, but in the course of the 
negotiation discovered how few the enemies were. Breaking 
down the party-walls between their houses, so as not to attract 
notice by moving in the streets, they concerted a plan of action. 
When all was arranged, they barricaded the streets leading to 
the agora wdth waggons, and then attacked the enemy before 
dawn. The Thebans were soon dispersed. They lost their 
W’ay in the strange town and wandered about, pelted by women 
from the house-tops, through narrow streets deep in mud, for 
heavy rain had fallen during the night. A few clambered up 
the city wall and cast themselves down on the other side. 
But the greater number rushed through the door of a large 
building, mistaking it for one of the town-gates, and were thus 
captured alive by the Plataeans. A few escaped who reached 
an unguarded gate, and cut the wooden bolt with an axe which 
a woman gave them. 

The 300 were only the vanguard of a large Theban force 
which was advancing slowly in the rain along the eight miles 
of road which lay between Thebes and Plataea. They were 
delayed by the crossing of the swollen Asopus river, and they 
arrived too late. The Plataeans sent out a herald to them 
req^uiring them to do no injury to Plataean property outside 
the walls, if they valued the lives of the Theban prisoners. 
According to the Theban account, the Plataeans definitely 
promised to restore the prisoners, when the troops evacuated 
their territory. But the Plataeans afterwards denied this, and 
said that they merely promised (without the sanction of an 
oath) to restore the prisoners in ease they came to an agree- 
ment after negotiation. It matters little. The Plataeans as 
soon as they had conveyed all their property into the city, put 
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their prisoners to death, 180 in number. Even on their own 
sowing they were clearly guilty of an act of ill-faith wl^ch 
il expLed by the deep totted erietmg ““ 

States. A message had been immediately sent to Athens ihe 
Athenians seized all the Boeotians in Attica, and sent a herald 
to Plataea bidding them not to injure their prisoners, but the 

herald found the Thebans dead. The 

set Plataea ready for a siege. They provisioned it with 

removed the women, children, and old men : and sent a garrison 

of eic^litv Athenians. • . . h- 

The ■'Theban attack on Plataea was a glaring violation of 
the Thirtv Years’ peace, and it hastened the outbreak of the 
war. G/eece was now in a state of intense excitemen at the 
approaching struggle of the two leading cities, oiac es cw 
about: and a recent earthquake in Delos was suppo ed to be 
significant. Public opinion was generally lavourable to the 
Lacedaemonians, who seemed to be the champions of liberty 
against a tyrannical city. _ r THp 

Both sides meditated enlisting the aid oi ieisia. The 
Lacedaemonians negotiated with the states of Italy and >_ici y, 
for the purpose of obtaining a large navy to crush tne Athenians. 
But this scheme also fell through; the cities ot the west were 
too busy with their, own political interests to send ships am 
money to old Greece. Athens indeed had also cast her eyes 
westward; and when she embraced the alliance oi Gorcyia 
she seems to have been forming connexions wuth biciij. 
all events, in the same year ambassadors of Lhegium anc 
Leontini appeared together at Athens; and at the ®me meet- 
ing of the Assembly alliances were formed with both cities on 
the proposal of Callias. The object of Chalcidian Leontmi was 
doubtless to gain support against Corinthian 
the motive of Ehegium may have been connected with the 
affairs of Thurii, the rebellious daughter of Athens lierseL. 
But these alliances led to no action of Athens in the west tor 
six years to come. . 
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Yaded Attica. From the isthmus he had sent on Melesippus 
to ilthens, if even at the last hour the Athenians might yield. 
But Pericles had persuaded them to receive no embassies, once 
the enemy were in the field ; the envoy had to leave the 
borders of Attica before the sun set. And Thucydides, after 
the manner of Herodotus, marks the formal commencement of 
the war by repeating the impressive words which Melesippus 
littered as he stood on the frontier: ‘'This day will be the 
beginning of many woes to the Greeks.” Archidamus then 
laid siege to Oenoe, a fortress on Mount Cithaeron, but failed 
to take it, and his delay gave the Athenians time to complete 
their preparations. They brought into the city their family 
and their goods, while their flocks and herds were removed to 
the island of Euboea. The influx of the population into the 
city caused terrible crowding. A few had the homes of their 
friends, but the majority pitched their tents in the vacant 
spaces, and housed themselves, as the peace-party bitterly said, 
in barrels and vultures’ nests. They seized temples and shrines, 
and even the ancient enclosure of the Pelargicon on the north- 
west of the Acropolis was occupied, though its occupation was 
deprecated by a dark oracle. Subsecj[uently the crowding was 
relieved when the Piraeus and the space between the Long 
Walls were utilised. 

Archidamus first ravaged the plain of Eleusis and Thria. 
He then crossed into the Cephisian plain by the ]3ass between 
Mounts Aegaleos and Parnes, and halted under Parnes in the 
deme of Acharnae, whence he could see, in the distance, the 
Acropolis of Athens. The proximity of the invaders caused 
great excitement in Athens, and roused furious opposition to 
Pericles, who would not allow the troops to go forth against 
them — except a few flying columns of horse in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the city. Pericles had been afraid that 
Archidamus, who was his personal friend, might spare his 
property, either from friendship or policy; so he took the pre- 
caution of declaring to his fellow-citizens that he would give 
his lands to the people, if they were left imravaged. The 
invader presently advanced northward, between Parnes and 
PenteliGus, to Decelea, and proceeded through the territory of 
Oropus to Boeotia. 

The Athenians meanwhile had been operating by sea. 
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They had sent 100 ships round the Peloponnesus. An attack 
on Methone, on the Messenian coast, failed; the place was 
saved hy a daring Spartan officer, Brasidas, who by this exploit 
began a distinguished career. But the fleet was more success- 
ful farther north. The important island of tephallenia was 
won over, and some towns on the Acarnankn coast were taken 
Measures were also adopted for the protection of Euboea agains 
the Locrians of the opposite mainland. The Epicuemitian 
town of Throiiion was captured, and the desert island of 
Atalanta, over against Opus, was made a guard station. More 
important was the drastic measure which Athens adopted 
acvainst her subjects and former rivals, the Dorians of Aegma 
She felt that thev were not to he trusted, and the security of 
her positions in the Saronic gulf was of the first unportance. 
So she drove out the Aeginetans and settled the island with 
a cleruchy of her own citizens. Aegina thus became, like 
Salainis, annexed to Attica. Just as the Messenian exiles 
had been befriended by Athens and given a new home, so the 
4.e<rinetan exiles were now befriended by Sparta and were 
settled in the region of Thyreatis, in the north of Laconia. 
Thyreatis was the Lacedaemonian answer to Eaupactus. 

When Archidamus left Attica, Pericles consulted for emer- 
micies of the future by setting aside a reserve fund, of money, 
mid a reserve armament of ships. There had been as much as 
9 7 00 talents in the treasury, but the expenses of the buildings 
on the Acropolis and of the war at Potidaea had reduced this 
to 6000. It was now decreed that 1000 talents of this 
amount should be reserved, not to be touched unless the 
enemy were to attack Athens by sea, and that every jear 
triremes should be set apart, with the same object 

In winter the Athenians, following an old custom, celebrated 
the public burial of those who had fallen in the war. The 
bones were laid in ten cedar boxes, and were buried outside the 
walls in the Ceramicus. An empty bed, covered with a pall, 
was carried, for those whose bodies were missing. Pericles 
pronounced the funeral Panegyric. It has not been preserved ; 
but the spirit and general argument of it have been reproducec 
in the oration which Thucydides, who must have been one of 
the audience, has put in his mouth.^ It is a rare good fortune 
1 VVe may fancy we can detect some phrases which fell from the lips of Pericles 
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to possGvSS a picture, drawn by a Pericles and a Thucydides, of 
the ideal Athens, which Pericles dreamed of creating. 

''There is no exclusiveness,’' he said, "in our public \iie, The uieca 
and ill our private intercourse. We are not suspicious of 
another, nor angry with our neighbour if he does what he hrated hy 
likes; we do not put on sour looks at him which, though/^ 
harmless, are not pleasant. And we have not forgotten to 
provide for our weary spirits many relaxations from toil ; we 
have regular games and sacrifices throughout the year ; at 
home the style of our life is refined : and the delight which 
we daily feel in all these things helps to banish melancholy. 
Because of the greatness of our city the fruits of the whole 
earth flow in upon us ; so that we enjoy the goods of other 
countries as freely as of our own. 

“ Then again our military training is in many respects 
superior to that of our adversaries. Our city is thrown open 
to the world, and we never expel a foreigner or prevent him 
from seeing or learning anything, of which the secret if revealed 
to an enemy might profit him. We rely not upon manage- 
ment or trickery, but upon our own hearts and hands. And 
ill the matter of education wdiereas they from early youth are 
always undergoing laborious exercises which are to make them 
brave, we live at ease, and yet are equally ready to face the 
perils wdiicli they face. 

" If we prefer to meet danger with a light heart but with- 
out laborious training, and with a courage which is gained by 
habit and not enforced hy law, are we not greatly the gainers ? 

Since we do not anticip>ate the ]iain, although, when the hour 
comes, wm can be as brave as those who never allow them- 
selves to rest; and thus too our city is equally admirable in 
peace and in war. For we are lovers of the beautiful, yet 
simple in our tastes, and we cultivate the mind without loss 
of manliness. Wealth we employ, not for talk and ostentation, 
but when there is a real use for it. To avow poverty with us 
is no disgrace ; the true disgrace is in doing nothing to avoid 
it. An Athenian citizen does not neglect the state because 
he takes care of Ms own household; and even those of us who 
are engaged in business have a very fair idea of politics. We 

himself : such as “ The whole earth is the sepulchre of famous men,” or ‘‘ Athens 
is the school of Hellas. ” 
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alone regard a man who takes no interest in public affairs, not 
as a harmless, but as a useless character; and if few of us are 
originators, we are all sound judges of a policy. The great 
impediment to action is, in our opinion, not discussion, but the 
want of that knowledge which is gained by discussion pre 
pai’atory to action. For we have a peculiar power of thinking 
before we act and of acting too, whereas other men are courage- 
ous from ignorance but hesitate upon reflection. 

Then the speaker goes on to describe Athens as the ceiitre 
of Hellenic culture and to claim that “the individual Athenian 
in his own person seems to have the power of adapting him- 
self to the most varied forms of action with the utmost versa- 
tility and grace.” And, he continues, “ we shall assuredly not 
be without witnesses; there are mighty monuments of our 
power which will make us the wonder of this and of succeed- 
in'^ ages: we shall not need the praises of Homer or any other 
panegyrist whose poetry may please for the moment although 
}n.s ^presentation of the facts will not bear the light of day. 
For we have compelled every land and every sea to open a 
path for our valour, and have everywliere planted eterna 
memorials of our friendship and of our enmity, biieh is _ le 
city for whose sake these men nobly fought and died ; they 
could not hear the thought that she might be taken from them ; 
and every one of us who survive should gladly toil on her 
behalf. I would have you day by day fix your eyes upon the 
oi-eatness of Athens, until you become filled with the love ot 
her- and when you are impressed by the spectacle of he 
niory, reflect that this empire has been acciuired by men who 
knew their duty and had the courage to do it, who in 
of conflict had the fear of dishonour always present to them, 
and who, if ever they faded in an enterprise, would not allow 
their virtues to be lost to their country, but freely gave tneir 
lives to her as the fairest offering which they could present at 
her feast. The sacrifice which they collectively made was 
individually repaid to them; for they received again and again 
each one for himself a praise which grows not old and the 
noblest of all sepulchres-I speak not of that in which their 
remains are laid, but of that in which their glory survives and 
proclaimed always and on; every fitting occasion both m 

" ’ ’ For tlie whole earth is the sepulchre or 
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famous men; not only are they commemorated by columns 
and inscriptions in their own country, but in foreign lands 
there dwells also an unwritten memorial of them, graven 
not on stone but in the hearts of men. Make them your 
examples/' ^ 

Perhaps we have another funeral monument ; a monument 
in carven stone, of Athenians who were slain in one of the 
first years of the war. A beautiful relief, found on the 
Acropolis, shows the helmeted lady of the land, leaning on 
her spear, with downcast head, and gazing gravely at a slab 
of stone. It is an attractive interpretation that she is sadly 
engaged in reading the names of citizens who had recently 
fallen in defence of her city. 

ISText year the Peloponnesians again invaded Attica, and 
extended their devastations to the south of the peninsula as 
far as Laiirion. But the Athenians concerned themselves less 
with this invasion ; they had to contend with a more awful 
enemy within the walls of their city. The Plague had broken 
out. Thucydides, who was stricken down himself, gives a 
terrible account of its ravages and the demoralisation which it 
produced in Athens. The art of medicine was in its first 
infancy, and the inexperienced physicians were unable to treat 
the unknown virulent disease, which defied every remedy and 
was aggravated by the over-crowding, in the heat of summer. 
The dead lay unburied, the temples were full of corpses ; and 
the funeral customs were forgotten or violated. Dying wretches 
were gathered about every fountain, seeking to relieve their 
unquenchable thirst. Men remembered an old oracle which 
said that a Dorian war will come and a plague therewith.^' 
But the Greek for plague (loimds) was hardly distinguishable 
from the Greek for famine (Umds } — at the present day they 
are identical in sound ; and people were not quite sure whicli 
was the true word. Naturally the verse was now quoted with 
loimos; but, says Thucydides, in case there comes another 
Dorian war and it is accompanied by a famine, the oracle will 
be quoted with 

The same Mstorian— who has given of this pestilence , a 
vivid description, unequalled by later narrators of similar 
scourges, Procopius, Boccaccio, Defoe- — declares that the plague 

P- Jowett’s translation. 
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oric^inated in Ethiopia, spread through Egypt over the Persian 
uiioiiicit. ir X Apo-PflH But it IS remarkable 

empire, and then reached the Aegean, _ x 

that a plague raged at the same time in the still ^ 

of central Italy which was afterwards to hecome ^ , 

of Greece. It has been guessed with some plausibilitj Idiat 
the infection which reached both Athens and P^o™® 
travelled aloim the trade-routes from Carthage. The ielo 
ponnesus almost entirely escaped In Athens the i'^^c p 
the pestilence permanently reduced the population. The tota 
o! Alenian b«.#e., (of Wh 
was about 80,000 in the first quarter oi the hfth ceutn j. 
Prosperity had raised it to 100,000 by the beginning of the 
war; but the plague brought it down below the old level 

whicli it never readied agaiii.^ 

As in the year before, an Athenian fieet attacked the lei j- 
poiiMsus, Imt this time it was the coasts ol Argolis,^^ - 
Epidaiirus, Troezen, Hermione, Halieis. The armamen- was 
lake 4000 .spearmen and 300 horse; it was under tlic 
coibnand of Pericles; and it aimed at the capture oi Epi- 
daurus, while the Epidaurian troops were absent with then 
allies in Attica. The attempt miscarried, we know ^^5 = 
and it is hard to forgive our historian for omitting all the 
details of this ambitious enterprise, which would have been 
if it had succeeded, one of the most important exploits ot 

^'^rnktill the autumn were operations renewed in the west 
of Greece. The fleet was summoned to the help ot tie 
people of Amphilochian Argos, on the eastern shore o le 
Ambracian gulf. They had been expelled from their own 
city by their northern neighbours the Ambraciotb, am .< 
soimht the protection of their southern neighbours the 
Acarnanians. Athens sent the general Phormio _ with thirty 
ships. He stormed Argos, sold the Ambraciots into slavery, 
and restored the Amphilochians to_ their city— the _ mos 
important place in those regions. This was the beginning o 
a long feud between Argos and Ambracia. In the winter 

X ThoBieticclasspossiWy reached thoBumteof 30,000.^ 

the number of slaves' in tbe fifth ceBtury 

fall far short of that of the &ee populatipn. At this time thoj y 

nuinbcTCcl about 100,000. 
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Pliomiio returned to the west and; making IsTaupactus his 
station; guarded the entrance of the Grisaean gulf. 

In Thrace meanwhile the siege of Potidaea had been pro- Surmidp.r 
secuted throughout the year. The inhabitants had been 
reduced to such straits that they even tasted human flesh, 
and in the winter they capitulated. The terms were that the 
Potidaeans and the foreign soldiers were to leave the city, the 
men with one garment, the women with two, and a sum of 
money was to be allowed them. Athens soon afterwards 
colonised the place. The siege had cost 2000 talents. £540,000. 

Meanwhile the Athenians had been cast into such despair Pmcfes 
by the plague that they made overtures for peace to Sparta. 

Their overtures were rejected, and they turned the fury of of^nerai; 
their disappointment upon Pericles, who had returned unsuc- 
cessfiil from Epidaurus. He was suspended from the post of {<'• Lily, 
strategos to which he had been elected in the spring ; his 
accounts were called for and examined by the Council ; and 
an exceptionally large court of 1501 judges was impanelled 
to try him for the misappropriation of public money. He 
was found guilty of theft ” to the trifling amount of five 
talents ; the verdict was a virtual acquittal, though he had to 
pay a fine of ten times the amount; and he was presently 
re-elected to the post from which he had been suspended. 

He was in truth indispensable. All the courage, all the 
patience, all the eloquence of the great statesman were de- 
manded at this crisis. He had to convince Athens that the 
privileges of her imperial position involved hardships and 
toils, and that it was dangerous for her to draw’' back. She 
must face the fact boldly that if the public opinion of Greece 
regarded her empire as unjustly gained, it could not safely be 
laid down. The position of the Imperialist is always vulner- 
able to assaults on grounds of morality, and the peace party at 
Athens could make a plausible case against the policy of 
Pericles. But the imperial instinct of the people responded, 
in spite of temporary reactions, to his call. Athens ’was not jjeath of 
destined to be guided by him much longer. He had lost his 
twm sons in the plague, and he died about a year later. In 429 b.c.). 
his last years he had been afflicted by the indirect attacks oi 
his enemies, Pheidias was accused of embezzling part of the (i) Tnaiof 
public money devoted to the works on the Acropolis, in which 
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1 or,/! It was implied that Pericles was cog- 

-fo? 

S;Bt,“dtSrto C™in™ hk phao=»pl.M studies « 

Lampsacus f her 

name was Aspasia. abode as a house 

likewise with impie ^ , P nleadincf of Pericles 

primeTheVLql^^^^^^ hr the last year of 

f?etle: Mstol-y of 

words oil exmles express w character— his 

?rAZ:rle;put o„ lot su sctut 

"““it was a question of vital .noment tor 

iZZviirtotZens'ttoi it'Zld be for a modem state 
pivpuinstances The mere organisation of a modern 
ItTt arr“Z tor its policy a certain continuity 
even when its chief ministers change; but the continuity o. 
Athenian policy — and this continuity was the secret o'^ is 
^ ^ 1 deuemled on the unbroken ascendency of lericles 
success— dope unofficial finance-minister 

iTAtirns ; forGr:ek states did not comprehend the idea pf 
an official minister managing all departments ° , • 

None of the special financial officers at Athens } 

dreneral view of the public revenue and expenditure as a who . 

was the dc,uag4ue,ot loft o' ‘"%»7™Zs4Z 
controlled the finance ; and the plague itse h w as of smaUei 
^sequence to Athens than the fact that there was no one 
now to step into the place of Pericles as an authoritative and 
trusted deLgogue. uud secure for the policy of h.s erty u ae,- 

period of continuity. 

Sect. 5. The Siege and Captuee of Plat.ie..v 

p.«,- I„ the ueut summer Amhidumus wm 
Sa’r Thebsas, insle.d of iavadiag Attica. to march across 
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and lay siege to Plataea. Like Elis itself, the Plataean land 
was sacred,— in memory of the great deliverance of Hellas 
which had been wrought there; and the Spartan king, when 
he set foot upon it, called the gods to witness that the 
Plataeans had first done wrong. He proposed to the 
Plataeaiis that they should evacuate their territory, until the 
end of the war; they might count their trees and their 
possessions, and all should then he restored to them intact. 

Having consulted Athens, which promised to protect them, 
the Plataeans refused, and xirchidamus began the siege. The 
Athenians, however, were true to the policy of avoiding 
continental warfare, and notwithstanding their promises sent 
no help. Plataea was a very important position for the 
Peloponnesians to secure. It commanded the road from 
Megara to Thebes, by which communications between the 
Peloponnesus and Boeotia could be maintained most easily 
without entering Attica. 

The visitor to Plataea must not suppose that the city sue of 
which Archidamus besieged extended over the entire ground- 
plan which now meets his eye. For he sees the circuit of the 
city as it existed a century later, occupying the whole surface 
of the low triangular plateau on which the town stood. The 
Plataea of Archidamus corresponds probably to the southern 
and higher part of the space occupied by the later town. 

The wall of the older Plataea cannot have been much more 
than a mile long; for the small garrison — 400 Plataeans and 
eighty Athenians — could never have maintained a longer line 
of defence in a place where nature had done almost nothing to 
assist them. 

Having surrounded the city with a palisade to prevent any The 
one from getting out, Archidamus employed his army in 
building a mound against the southern wall. They worked 
for seventy days and seventy nights. The Plataeans en- stratagems 
deavoured to counteract this by raising the height of their 
own wall, opposite the mound, by a structure of bricks set in (i) 
a wooden frame. They protected the workmen by screens 
hide against burning arrows. But as the mound rose higher moving the 
and higher, a new device was tried. They made a hole iJ^^tiirough 
the wall underneath and drew out the earth from the mound. 

The Peloponnesians met this device by putting into the gap 
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elav packed in baskets of reed ; this could not be di’awu 
away quickly like the loose earth. Another plan \yas len 
devised by \he besieged. They dug a subterranean mine 

under '' Tlds' ’effLtually 

fliSVJprogL of the mound for, though Jhe besmge^s 

Item *e two extremities of that portioa of the rvaU tvhrch 
twThad raised in height, they built an inner wall, m crescent 
sSe!tipSthig inwlrds; so that if the outer wall _ were 
taken the Peloponnesians would have all then laboui ovei 
ao'ain.’ They also showed ingenuity in frustrating the battei- 
iiag-rains which the besiegers brought against the walls^ y 
placed two poles on the top of the wall, projecting ovei it 
io the ends of these poles they attached a huge beam y 
means of iron chains. When the engine approached thej_ let 
0-0 the beam, which snapped off the head ot the batteiing- 
vani The besiegers then made can attempt to set the town on 
lire' They heaped up faggots along the wall close to the 
mound, and kindled them with brimstone and pitch. It the 
nvpvilent south wind had been blowing down the slopes of 
the mountain, nothing would have saved the Plataeaiis trom 
The tremendous conflagration which ensued and rendered the 

wall unapproachable by the besiegers. 

When Ws device tailed the Peloponnesians saw they would 
have to blockade Plataea. They built a wall of cireuinvallation, 
about 100 yards from the city, and dug two fosses one inside 

i L o«4le this wall. Thea AKhidamus Islt part of h.s 
army to momtain the blockade durmg the tvm er. The 
btoctaders, of whom aboat half were 

eoiammiication by means of fire signals with Tbebo . 

1 nf nnother year the Plataeaiis saw' that they had no 

loimer any hope of help from Athens, and their food was 

^ .1 fr. mcAra fill atteiimt to 


rimning short, 
escape. 


Plmi of 
escayre. 
Winter 
(? Dec.) 
428 B.c. 


They determined to make an attempt to 

"rhe wall of the Peloponnesians looked like 
of immense thickness,, but It actually _coiisis-ec i ^ ’ 

16 feet apart. The middle ", 

for the garrison, was roofed over, and guard was kept on the 
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roof. Along tlie top there were battlements on each side, 
and at every tenth battlement there was a tower which 
covered the whole width from wall to wall. There were 
passages through the middle of the towers but not at the 
sides. On wet and stormy nights the guard used to leave 
the battlements and retire under the shelter of the towers. 
The escape was attended with much risk, and less than half 
the garrison attempted it. The plan was carefully calculated. 
They determined the height of the wall by counting and re- 
counting the number of layers of bricks in a spot which had 
not been plastered ; and then constructed ladders of exactly 
the right length. On a dark night, amid rain and storm, 
they stole out, crossed the inner ditch, and reached the wall 
unnoticed. They were lightly equipped, and while their right 
feet were bare the left were shod, to prevent slipping in the 
mud. Twelve men, led by Ammeas, ascended first, near two 
adjacent towers. They killed the guard in each tower, and 
secured the passages, which they held until all their com- 
panions had mounted and descended on the other side. One 
of the Plataeans, in climbing up on the roof, knocked a brick 
from one of the battlements ; its fall was heard, and the 
alarm was given. All the besiegers came out on the wall, 
but in the blackness they could not discover what it was, and 
no one dared to move from his own place. Moreover the 
Plataeans in the city distracted their attention, by sallying 
out on the side opposite to that on which their friends were 
escaping. The Peloponnesians lit their danger signals to 
Thebes, but this had also been foreseen by the Plataeans, who 
by lighting other beacons on their own wall confused the 
signals of their enemies. But what the Plataeans had most 
to fear was an attack from a band of 300 men, whose duty 
it was to patrol outside the wall. While the last of the 
Plataeans were descending, they arrived with lights. They 
were thus illuminated themselves and a good mark for the 
arrows and darts of the Plataeans who were standing along 
the edge of the outer ditch. This ditch was crossed with 
difficulty; it was swollen with rain and had a coat of ice too 
thin to bear. But all got over safely except one archer who 
was captured on the brink. 

The escape was perhaps effected on the north side of the 
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„i,y. The fogihy,. et *00^ 

their piu-suers off the scent, bu ^ 

abont a mile behind them, t ^ ErrUirae. Two 

reached the toad from Thebes to Athen hem 
hmidred and tteel™ men leimhec . , 

started bnt had '>tL2o 

TTthe^LtTr — ; Me aniited those 
r'idtofL^Ue to tahe " j "t 
In the followmg snmmet E„ men 

..pMate at drscret.on to ^ fate 
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had been already decic^ed ^gh 

“ rTnJ ^de^rltcedaemohiaL or their allies i ” 

Z form 'of Ihe Cfnestion implied 

fit of flip Plataeaiis appealed to tlie io^ tUb^ 

restors to the' cause of Hellas in f “ 

f rfarstir irufho:i\ 

bv Plataea with the customary offerings. They were 
year by riatoea ^ and twenty-five Athenians; 

L'd the Sy Vas rased to the ground.^ The Peloponnesians 
fPp road from Megara uo lliebes. 

"'itTtad to avoid reproaching the Athenians tor impolicy 

in not coming to the relief of J^^hfcltuSition 

maintammg a position “ ‘“P° j ; fniime to bring 

between the Peloponnese and Boeoha.^ ^hon ^ 

r — S'the" plagne which - P— « 
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. Sect. . 6. Eeyolt of Myiilene 

4vchidamus had invaded Attica for the third tune, and 
j<-'ourth Aichiaam ^ +i,-, npw=5 arrived that Mytilene and 

year./ the had iust quitted it, when the news aii vui tnm ^ 
lar, f; ^ , If T „shos with the exception of Methyinua, had 
428 B.C. the rest of Pes , otxV as it mieht seem to Athens, 

revolted. This was a great and, as it mioin seo 
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an unprovoked l3low. It was not due to any sjpecial griev- 
ance. The oligarchical government of Mytilene confessed that 
the city was always well treated and honoured by Athens. 

The revolt is all the more interesting and significant on this 
account. It was a protest of the Hellenic instinct for absolute 
autonomy against an empire such as the Athenian. The sover- 
eignty of the Lesbian cities was limited in regard to foreign 
afiairs ; their relations with other members of the confederacy 
were subject to control on the part of Athens ; and their 
ships were required for Athenian purposes. Such restraints 
were irksome, and as they had seen the free allies of Athens, 
most recently Samos, gradually transformed into subjects, they 
might fear that this would presently be their own case too. 

The revolt had been meditated for some years ; it was 
hastened in the end, before all the preparations were made — 
such as the closing of the harbour of Mytilene by a mole and 
chain — because the design had been betrayed to Athens by 
enemies in Methymna and Tenedos. The Athenians, on the 
first news, sent ships under Cleippides to surprise Mytilene at 
a festival of Apollo, which all the inhabitants used to cele- 
brate outside the walls ; but the Mytilenaeans received secret 
intelligence and postponed the feast. The Lesbians had a 
large fleet; and the Athenians were feeling so severely the 
effects of the plague and of the war that the rebellion had a 
good prospect of success if it had been energetically supported 
by the Peloponnesians. Envoys who were sent to gain their LasUan 
help, pleaded the cause of Lesbos at the Olympian games 
which were celebrated this year. At the most august of the 
Panhellenic festivals, by the banks of the Alpheus, it was a fit- 
ting occasion to come forward among the assembled Greeks as 
champions of the principle of self-government which it is the 
glory of Greece to have taught mankind. And as Mytilene 
had no grievance beyond the general injustice of Athens in 
imposing external limitations on the autonomy of others, her 
assertion of that principle carried the greater weight. Lesbos 
was admitted into the Peloponnesian league, but no assistance 
was sent. . 

The revolt from Athens was accompanied by a constitu- 
tional change within the borders of Lesbos itself. Except 
Methymna in the north, the other cities in the island— Mytilene, 
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Antisss, Etm™, »nd »“.>■“ ’’thrcity“'t 

to mer^e their own political individnalitiefe in the citj o 

heBcetorw^d to ciltoem of Mjt,lene fS* 

independent and hostile, wonld now he what Attica 

^'iS^iwlX^hl A^Sans had blockaded ^ 

of Mytilene, and Paches soon arrived with 1000 hoplite., 
coinplete ^ investment. He built a wall on the land side o 
the city At this time the Athenians were in sore want of 
money? for their funds (with the exception ol the reseium) hacl 
been "exhausted, especially by the expenses of the smge o 
Potidaea. They were obliged to resort to the expedient ol 

“If." XS “ .he hvet tiB.e, di««.d both to 
obiect and in nature from the property tax ol the sixth 

century. In the first place, it was not rwartf be 

but only to meet a temporary crisis; secondlj, it was to ^ 
lid for- purely military purposes; thirdly, it was imposed on 
Xproirty aLl not miely on land. Economica conditmns 
had cLiil since the days of Pisistratus, and Handed pro- 
prietors no longer formed the buUc of the^ richest men.^^ Ho 
four classes of Solon were used for die puipos c 
ment • but the minimum incomes for each class were traus a e 
into xUey equivalents, and the capital which 
implied seems to have been calculated on a sliding scale 
Men who had a capital of at least a talent ongeA 
hiohest class ; those whose property exceeded hall a haltnt, t 
^second; ;ne-sixth of a talent qualified ^ thira , men 
of less means were exempt. The tax jicldt ^ x ^ 

Towards the end of the winter, the bpartans_ sent .. i , 
his name was Salaethus, to assure the people of _ My tilenc tlmt 
an armament would be dispatched to_ their idmf. He 
manaaed to elude the Athenians and get into the citj. ihe 

spirit! of the besieged rose, and when summer came lorrj-two 

i On the -round doubtless, that rich men got a proportionally larger revenue 
out S their capital than men of small means (the Zeugitae), whose property con- 
sisted often in land solely. 
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ships were sent under the command of Alcidas, and at the same May, 
time the Peloponnesians invaded Attica for the fourth time, hop- 
ing to distract the attention of the Athenians from Mytilene. 

The besieged waited and waited, but the ships never came, and 
the food ran short. Salaethus, in despair, determined to make 
a sally, and for this purpose armed the mass of the people with 
shields and spears. But the people, when they got the arms, 
refused to obey and demanded that the oligarchs should bring 
forth the corn and that all should share it fairly; otherwise, 
they would surrender the city. This drove the government to Smrmde^ 
anticij^ate the chance of a separate negotiation on the part of 
the people ; and they capitulated at discretion. Their fate 
was to be decided at Athens, and meanwhile Paches was to 
put no man to death. 

The fleet of Alcidas had wasted time about the Pelopon- tiw 
iiesus, and on reaching the island of Myconus received the 
news that Mytilene was taken. He sailed to Erythrae, and 
there it was proposed to Alcidas that he should attack 
Mytilene, on the principle that men who have just gained 
possession of a city are usually off their guard. Another 
suggestion was that a town on the Asiatic coast should be 
seized and a revolt excited against Athens in the Ionian 
district. But tliese pflaiis were far too good and daring for a 
Lacedaemonian admiral to adopt. He sailed southward, was 
pursued by Paches as far as Patinos, and retired into the 
Peloponnesian waters, where he was more at home. 

The ringleaders of the revolt of Mytilene were sent to 
Athens, and along with them the Spartan Salaethus, who was 
immediately put to death. The Assembly met to determine </ 
the fate of the prisoners, and decided to put to death not only 
the most guilty who had been sent to Athens, but the whole to death, 
adult male population, and to enslave the women and children. 

A trireme was immediately dispatched to Paches with this 
terrible command. 

The fact that the Athenian Assembly was persuaded to 
press the cruel rights of war so far as to decree the extinction 
of a whole population shows how deep was the feeling of wrath 
that prevailed against Mytilene. Many things contributed to 
render that feeling particularly bitter. The revolt had come 
at a moment when Athens was sore bestead, between the 


class of 
sUdesrmn. 


454 HISTORY OF GREECE chap. 

plague and the war. Every Athenian had a grudge against 
My tilene ; for his own pocket had suffered, through the tax 
which, it had been necessary to impose. And the imperial 
pride of the people had been wounded by the unheard-of event 
of a Peloponnesian fleet sailing in the eastern waters, of which 
Athens regarded herself as the sole mistress. But above all it 
was the revolt not of a subject, but of a free ally. Athens 
could more easily forgive the rebellion of a subject state which 
tried to throw off her yoke, than repudiation of her leadership 
by a nominally independent confederate. For the action of 
Mytilene was in truth an indictment of the whole fabric of 
the Athenian empire as unjust and undesirable. And the 
Athenians felt its significance. The mere unreasoning iiistiiict 
of self-preservation suggested the policy of making a terrible 
example. It was another question whether this policy was 
wise. 

The calm sense of Pericles was no longer there to guide 
and enlighten the Assembly. We now find democratic states- 
men of a completely different stamp coming forward to take 
his place. The Assembly is swayed by men of the people — 
tradesmen, like Cleon, the leather-merchant; Eucrates, the 
rope-seller ; Hyperbolus, the lamp-maker. These men had not, 
like Aristides, Cimon, and Pericles, family connexions to start 
and support them; they had no aristocratic traditio3is as the 
background of their democratic policy. They were self-made ; 
they won their influence in the state by the sheer force of 
cleverness, eloquence, industry, and audacity. A man like 
Cleon, the son of Cleaenetus, wdiom we now meet holding the 
unofficial position of leader of the Assembly, must, to attain 
that eminence, have regularly attended week after week in the 
Pnyx ; he must have mastered the details of political affairs ; 
he must have had the courage to confront the Olympian 
authority of Pericles, and the dexterity to make some palpable 
hits ; he must have studied the art of speaking and been able 
to hold his audience. Cleon and the other statesmen of this 
new type are especially interesting as the j^oliMcicms whord the 
advcmccd democracy produced and educated. It would be a 
grievous error and injustice to suppose that their policy was 
determined by mere selfish ambition or party malice. Nearly 
all we know of them is derived from the writings of iiieii who 
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not only condemned their policy hut personally disliked them 
as low-born upstarts. Yet though they may have been vulgar 
and offensive in their manners, there is abundant evidence that 
they were able, and there is no proof that they were not 
generally honest, politicians. To those who regretted the 
dignity of Pericles, the speech of Cleon or Hyperboliis may . 
have seemed violent and coarse ; but Cleon himself could 
hardly have outdone the coarseness and the violence of the 
personalities which Demosthenes heaped on Aeschines in a 
subsequent generation. 

These new politicians were for the most part strong 
imperialists, and Cleon seems to have taken fully to heart the 
maxim of Pericles, to keep the subject allies well in hand.’' ^ 

It was under his influence that the Assembly vented its 
indignation against Mytilene by dooming the whole people to 
slaughter. But when the meeting had dispersed, a partial 
reaction set in. Men began, in a cooler moment, to realise the 
inhumanity of their action and to question its policy. The Semiui 
envoys of Mytilene, who had been permitted to come to Athens 
to plead her cause, seeing this change of feeling, induced the Ammhia, 
G-eiierals to summon an extraordinary meeting of the Assemhly 
for the following morning, to reconsider the decree. Cleon Arguments 
again came forward to support it on the grounds of both legal 
justice and good policy. Thucydides represents Mm as openly 
asserting the principle that a tyrannical city must use tyrannical 
methods, and rule by fear, chastising her allies without mercy. 

The chief speaker on the other side was a certain Diodotus, Speech of 
whose name has won immortality by his action at this famous 
crisis. Diodotus handled the question entirely as a matter of 
policy. Cleon had deprecated any appeal to the irrelevant 
considerations of humanity or pity ; Diodotus, carefully avoid- 
ing such an appeal, deprecates on his own side with great 

^ That Cleon imitated Pericles, caught up and exaggerated Ms phrases and 
political doctrines, is indicated b}’- Thucydides. For the Tliucydideaii Cleon 
echoes the Thueydidean Pericles. The bold admission of Pericles that the 
Athenian empire is a tyranny (ii. 63. 2) is repeated by Cleon (xii. 37. 2). Com- 
]Kire also the observation of Cleon (ih.) on the unsuspicious temper of the 
Athenians, with the remark of Pericles (ii. 37. 2). Cleon on this occasion (the 
Second Assembly in the My tilenaean affair) proclaims ‘‘I am the same,” eyw 
php 6 avT6s etjMj in the same words which Pericles used in encountering the public 
discouteht (IL 61. 2).' 
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force Cleon’s appeal to considerations of justice. The Myti- 
leiiaeans have deserved the sentence of death: certainly,; but 
the argument is entirely irrelevant. , The cj_iiestioii for Athens 
to consider .is not what .Mytilene deserves, but what it is 
e.xpedieiit for Athens to inflict. ''We are not at law with the 
Mytileiiaeans and do not want to be told wdiat is just ; we are 
considering a matter of policy, and desire to know how we can 
turn them to account/’ He then goes on to argue iliat as a 
matter of fact the penalty of death is not a deterrent, and that 
the result of such a severe puiiishinent will be injiirious to 
Athens. city which has revolted, knowing that whether 

she comes to terms soon or late the penalty will be the same, 

will never surrender ; money will be wasted in a long l:)lockade ; 
and " when the place is taken, it will be a mere wreck.''’ 

Moreover, if the people of Mytilene, who were compelled to 

join watli their oligarchical government in rebelling, are 
destroyed, the popular party will everywhere be alienated from 
Athens. 

■ The reasoning of Diodotus, which was based on sound views 
of policy, must have confirmed many of the audience who had 
already been influenced by the emotion of pity. But even still 
the Assembly wais nearly equally divided, and the supporters 
of Diodotus won their motion by a very small majority. The 
ship ■which bore the sentence of doom had a start of about a 
day and a night ; could it he overtaken by the trireme which 
was now dispatched with the reprieve ? The Mytilenaean 
envoys supplied the crew with wine and barley, and offered 
large rewards if they were in time. The oarsmen coiitiiiiied 
rowing while they ate the barley, kneaded with wine and oil, 
and slept and rowed by turns. The first trireme, bound on an 
unpleasant errand, had sailed slowly. It arrived a little before 
the other. Paclies had the decree in his hand and wm about 


to execute it, when the second ship sailed into the harbour, 
and the cit}^ wuis saved. 

Exeention The wrath of Athens against her rebellious ally was 

kmmn gratified by the trial and execiitiori of those 

fing- Mytilenaeans w^ho had been sent to Athens as especially guilty. 
leaders, peihaps aboiit thirty in number. 

cienwhijat Having taken ArWay the Lesbian fleet and rased the w’alls 
Mghiene. Mytilcue, the Athenians divided the island, excluding 
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Metliymna, into 3000 lots, of which 300 were consecrated to 
the gods. The rest they let to Athenian citizens as clenichs, 
and the land was cultivated by the Lesbians, who paid an 
annual rent. 

Sect. 7. Warfare in Western Greece. Tragic Events 

IN CORCYEA 

While the attention of Greece was directed upon the Conrse oj 
fortunes of Plataea aiid Mytilene, warfare had been carried on 
in the regions of the west, and the reputation of the Athenian Grtvce. 
navy had risen higher. The Ambraciots had persuaded Sparta 429 n.a 
to send an expedition against Acarnania ; if the Peloponnesians 
firmly established themselves there, they might win the whole 
Athenian alliance in the west. Cnenius was sent with 1000 
hoplites ill advance : he made an attempt on the important 
town of Stratus but was forced to retreat. Meanwhile a 
Peloponnesian fleet was to sail from Corinth to support him. 

It consisted of forty-seven ships, and had to pass Phormio, 
who was guarding the entrance of the Corinthian gulf witli 
only twenty. Phormio let them sail into the open sea, pre- 
ferring to attack them there. By skilful manoeuvres he Fmt mml 
crowded the enemy’s ships into a narrow space ; a morning 
breeze helped him by knocking the ships against one another : 
and when they were in confusion the Athenians dashed in and 
gained a complete victory. The government at Sparta could 
not iiiiderstand how skill could gain such an advantage over 
far superior numbers ; they sent commissioners to make an 
iiiC|uiry ; and Cnemus vras told that he must try again and 
be successful. A reorganised Peloponnesian fleet took up a Second 
position at Panormus in Achaea, and Phormio was stationed at 
Ehion on the opposite coast. The object of Cnemus was to PUnnkK 
lure or drive the enemy into the gulf where their skill in 
haiidling their ships would be less decisive than in the open 
sea. With this, purpose he sailed towards 27aiipactus, and 
Phormio in alarm sailed along the coast to protect the place. 

As the Athenian ships moved near the land in single file, the a de/crd 
enemy suddenly swung round and rowed down upon them at 
their utmost speed. The eleven ships which were nearest 
TsTaiipactus had time to run round the right Peloponnesian 
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wing and escape ; the rest were dri?en aground. , Twenty 
Pelopoiinesiaii vessels on the right were in the meantime pur- 
suing the eleven Athenian, which were- making for l^aiipaetus. 
A Le.iicadiaii ship was far in advance of the others, closely 
pursuing an Athenian which was lagging behind. JTear 
ISTaupactiis a merchant vessel lay in their way, anchored in 
the deep water. The Athenian trireme rowed round it, struck 
her pursuer amidships, and sank her. This brilliant exploit 
startled the Peloponnesians who were corning up singing a 
paean of victory ; the front ships dropped oars and waited for 
the rest. The Athenians, who had already reached Xaupactus, 
saw the situation, and immediately bore down and gained 
another complete victory. 

If this able admiral, Phormio, had lived he might have 
extended Athenian influence considerably in western CTieece. 
P>iit, after a winter expedition which he iiiade in Acarnania, 
he silently drops out of history, and, as we find his son Asopiiis 
sent out in the following simimer at the recpiest of the 
Acariianiaiis, we must conclude that his career had been cut 
short by death. Asopius made an unsuccessful attempt on 
O-eniadae, and was slain in a descent on Leiicas. The peiiiiisula 
of Leiicas, and the Acarnanian Oeniadae, girt by morasses at 
the mouth of the river Achelous, were twx> main objects of 
Athenian enterprise in the west. Leucas was never won, but 
four years later Oeniadae was forced to join the Athenian 
alliance. 

Corcyra herself was to be the next scene of the war in the 
Ionian Sea. The prisoners whom Corinth had taken in the 
Epidamuian war had been released on the iiiiderstaiiding that 
they were to win over Corcyra from the Athenian alliance, 
and their intrigues were effectual in dividing the state anci 
producing a sanguinary revolution. The question between 
the Peloponnesian and the Athenian alliance was closely bound 
up with the cleavage between the oligarchical and the demo- 
cratic party. The intriguers in the Corinthian interest and 
their faction formed a conspiracy to overthrow the deinoeratic 
constitution. Their first step was to prosecute Peitliias, the 
leader of the people, on the charge of scheming to make 
Corcyra a subject of Athens. He was acquitted, and retorted 
by summoning their five richest men to take their trial for 
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catting vine-poles in the sanctuaries of Zeus and Alcinous. 

They were fined a stater for each pole: such a heavy fine (« 6-w 
that the culprits sat as suppliants in the sanctuary, imploring 
that they might pay by instalments. The prayer was refused, M^rdc/r of 
and in desperation they rushed into the senate-house and 
slew Peithias and sixty others who were with him. 

427 B.o. 

The oligarchy now had the upper hand, and they attacked omi’imr 
the people, who fled to the acropolis and the Hyllaic harbour. 

The other harbour, wdiich looks towards the mainland, along 
with the agora and the lower parts of the city were held by 
the oligarchs. ISText day reinforcements came to both sides : 
to the people, from other parts of the island ; and to the 
oligarchs, from the mainland. Tighting was soon resumed 
and the people had the advantage. In order to bar their way 
to the arsenal, the oligarchs set fire to the houses and buildings 
in the neighbourhood of the agora. 

hfext day twelve Athenian ships under hTicostratus arrived Arrimi 
irorn Isiaupactus. He induced the two parties to come to an 
agreement, but the democrats persuaded him to leave five 
Athenian ships to ensure the preservation of order, for they 
did not trust their opponents. Mcostratus was to take five 
Gorcyraeaii ships instead, and the crews of them were chosen 
from the oligarchs ; they were in fact to be hostages for the 
behaviour of their fellows. But they feared they might be 
sent to Athens, and fled to the refuge of a temple. Nicostratus 
could not induce them to stir. The people regarded this dis- 
trust as a proof of criminal designs, and armed anew. The 
rest of the oligarchs then fled to the temple of Hera, but the 
democrats induced them to cross over to an islet off the coast. 

Four or five days later a Peloponnesian fleet of fifty-three 
ships arrived under Alcidas, who had just returned from his 
expedition to Ionia. In a naval engagement outside the har- 
bour the Corcyraeans fought badly, and the Athenians were 
forced to retreat ; but the Peloponnesians did not follow up 
their success, and soon afterwards, hearing that an Athenian 
armament of sixty ships was on its way, returned home. 

The democratic party wms now in a pjositiou to wreak Cmei 
vengeance on its foes, who had gratuitously disturbed the peace 
of the city and sought to submit it to the yoke of its ancient cUmocmts. 
enemy. The most vindictive and inhuman passions had been 
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roused in the people by the attempt, of the oligarchs on their 
liberty, and they now gave vent to these passions without 
regard to honour or policy. The 400 suppliants had returned 
from the island, and were again under the protection of Hera. 
Fifty of them were persuaded to come forth to take their trial, 
and were executed. The rest, seeing their fate, aided . each 
other in committing suicide : some hanged theniselves on the 
trees in the sacred enclosure. Eiiryrnedoii ' arrived with the 
Athenian fleet and remained seven days. During this time, 
the Coreyraeans slew all whom ■ they suspected of being opposed 
to the democracy, and many victims were sacrificed to private 
enmity, '' Every form of death was to he seen, and. every- 
thing, and more than everything that conimoiily happens in 
revolutions, happened then. The father slevr the son, a.iid the 
suppliants were tom from the temples and slain near them : 
so,iiie of them were even walled up in the temple of Dionysus 
and tliere perislied. To such extremes of cruelty did revolii-- 
tion go: and this seemed, to be the worst of revolutions 
because it was the first.’" Eurymedon looked on and did not 
intervene. 

While the democracy cannot be excused for these horrible 
excesses, the fact remains that the guilt of causing the reYolii- 
tioii rests entirely with the oligarchs. Tlie chief victims of 
the democratic fury deserve small coiiipassion ; they had set 
the example of violence. The occurrences at Corcyra made 
a profound impression in Greece, reflected in the pages of 
Thucydides. That historian has used the episode as the text 
for deep comments on the revolutionary spirit which soon 
began to disturb the states of the Greek world. Party 
divisions were encouraged and aggravated by the hope or fear 
of foreign intervention, the oligarchs looking to the Lacedae- 
monians, and the democrats to the Athenians. In time of 
peace these party struggles would have been far less bitter. 
This acute observation is illustrated by a famous inodeni 
instance, the French Eevolution, where the worst outrages of 
the re^ailutionists were provoked by foreign intervention. In 
that great Eevolution too ^ we can verify the Greek historian’s 
analysis of the effect of the revolutionary spirit, when it runs 
wild, on the moral nature of men. The revolutionists 

p Orote observed tliis. 
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“ determined to outdo the report of all who had preceded them 
by the ingenuity of their enterprises and the activity of their 
revenges. The meaning of words had no longer the same 
relation to things, but was changed by them as they thought 
proper. Eeckless daring was held to be loyal courage ; 
prudent delay was the excuse of a coward ; moderation was 
the disguise of unmanly weakness ; to know everything was 
to do nothing. Frantic energy was the true quality of a man. 

The lover of violence was always trusted and his opponent 
suspected.” It was dangerous to be quiet and neutral. “ The 
citizens who were of neither party fell a prey to both ; either 
they were disliked because they held aloof, or men were jealous 
of their surviving.” The laws of heaven as well as of civilised 
societies were set aside without scruple amid the impatience of 
party spirit, the zeal of contention, the eagerness of ambition, 
and the cravings of revenge. These are some of the features 
in the delineation which Thucydides has drawn of the diseased 
condition of political life, in the city-states of Greece. 

But the sequel of the Corcyraean revolution has still to be On-eyraean 
recorded. About 600 of the oligarchs who escaped the venge- 
ance of their opponents established themselves on Mount Istone 
in the north-east of the island, and easily becoming masters of 
the open country, they harassed the inhabitants of the city for 427-5 s.a. 
two years. Then an Athenian fleet, of which the ultimate Fall of 
destination was Sicily, under the command of Euryinedon and 
Sophocles, arrived at Corcyra ; and the Athenians helped the 
democrats to storm the fort on Mount Istone. The oligarchs 
capitulated on condition that the Athenian people should 
determine how they were to be dealt with. The generals 
placed them in the island of Ptychia, on the understanding 
that, if any of their number attempted to escape, all should be 
deprived of the benefit of the previous agreement. But the 
democrats apprehended that the prisoners would not be put to 
death at Athens, and they were determined that their enemies 
should die. A foul trick was planned and carried out. 

Friends of the prisoners were sent over to the island, who 
said that the generals had resolved to leave them to the mercy 
of the democrats, and advised them to escape, offering to pro- 
vide a ship. A few of the captives fell into the trap and 
wex’e caught starting. All the prisoners were immediately 
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.handed o.ver to the, Corcyraeans, who shut them up in, a large 
building.. They', were, taken out in batches of twenty v a-^d 
made to march, tied together, down an a^'^eiiiie of hoplites, 
who smote and wounded any whom they recognised as a per- 
sonal enemy. Three batches had thus inarched to' execution,, 
wdieii their comrades in the building, who thought they were 
merely being' removed to another prison, discovered' the truth. 
They called on the Athenians, but they called in vain. Then 
they refused to stir out of the building or let any one enter. 
The Corcyraeans did not attempt to force their way in. They , 
tore ofl' the roof, and hurled bricks and shot arrows from 
above. The captives, absolutely helpless, began to anticipate 
the purpose of their tormentors by taking their own lives, 
piercing their throats with the arrows which were shot down, 
or strangling themselves with the ropes of some beds which ' 
were in the place or witli strips of their own dress. The 
work of destruction went on during the greater part of the 
night ; all was .over when the day dawned, ; and the corpses 
were carried outside the city. Thus ended the Corcyraean 
revohitio.n,, and tlie last scene was more ghastly even than the 
fii’st. Eurymedon had less excuse, on this occasion, for refus- 
ing to intervene than he had two years before : since the 
prisoners had surrendered to the Athenians. It was said that 
he and Sophocles were ready to take advantage of the base 
trick of the democrats, because, unable to take the captives to 
Athens themselves, being bound for Sicily, they could not bear 
that the credit should fall to another. The oligarchical faction 
at Corcyra was now utterly annihilated, and the democrats 
lived in peace. 


Sect. S. Campaigns of Demosthenes in the West 

During the Corcyraean troubles, the war had not rested in 
western Greece. An Athenian fleet under the general Demo- 
sthenes had sailed round the Peloponnesus and attacked the 
'Asland '' of Leucas. Demosthenes was an enterprising com- 
mander, distinguished from most of Ms fellows by a certain 
originality of conception. On this occasion, the idea of making 
a great stroke induced him to abandon the operations at 
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Lencas, — though the Acarnaiiians thought he might have taken 
the town by blockade, — and engage in a new enterprise on 
the north of the Corinthian gulf. Most of the lands between 
Boeotia and the western sea— Phocis, Locris, Acarnania — 
were friendly tn Athens. But the hostility of the iiiicivilised 
Aetoliaiis rendered land operations in those regions dangerous. 
Demosthenes conceived the plan of reducing the Aetolians, so 
that he could then operate from the west on Doris and Boeotia, 
without the danger of his communications being threatened 
in the rear. His idea, in fact, was to bring the Corinthian 
gulf into touch with the Euboean sea. The Spartans, it is to 
be observed, were at this very time concerning themselves with 
the regions of Mount Oeta. The appeals of Doris on the 
south, and Trachis on the north, of the Oetaean range, for pro- 
tection against the* hostilities of the mountain tribes, induced 
the Lacedaemonians to send out a colony, which was estab- 
lished in Trachis not very far from the Pass of Thermopylae, 
under the name of lieraclea. A colony was an unusual enter- 
prise for Sparta ; but lieraclea had a more important signi- 
ficance and intention than the mere defence of niembers of 
the aniphictiony. It was a place from which Euboea could 
be attacked ; and it might prove of the greatest service, as 
an intermediate station, for carrying on operations in the 
Chalcidic peninsula. The fears wliich the foundation of 
Heraclea excited at Athens were indeed disapx^ointed ; Hera- 
clea never flourished; it was incessantly assailed by the 
powerful hostility of the Thessalians, and its ruin was com- 
X>leted by the flagrantly unjust administration of the Lacedae- 
monian governors. But its first foundation was a serious 
event: and it seems highly probable that Demosthenes, when 
he formed his plan, had before his mind the idea of threatening 
Heraclea from the south by the occupation of Doris. But 
his plan, attractive as it might sound, was eminently imprac- 
ticable. The preliminary condition was the subjugation of 
a mountainous country, involving a warfare in which Demo- 
sthenes was inexperienced and hoplites were at a great dis- 
advantage. The Messenians of Haupactus represented to 
him that Aetolia, a land of imwalled villages, could easily be 
reduced. But the Messenians had their own game to play. 
They suffered from the hostilities of their Aetolian neighbours 
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and wanted to use tlie amMtioii of .the .Atlieiiiaii general lor 
t'heir own purpose. 

The .Acamaniaiis, wdio were deeply interested in the 
defeat of Leiicas, were- indignant with Deniostl'ienes for not 
prosecuting the blockade and refused to liiin against 

xietolia. Starting from Oeneon in Locris, the .-Itlieiiiaris and 
some allies— not' a large force — advanced into the craiiitry, 
hoping to reduce several tribes before they had time to com- 
bine. But the xletolians had already learned his plans, and 
were already collecting a great force. The main chaiiee of 
Demosthenes lay in the co-operation of the Ozoliaii Locrians., 
who knew the Aetoliaii country and inode of warfare and 
were armed in the Aetoliaii fashion. Demosthenes eommittecl 
the error of not waiting for them.. He was co.nsequeiitly 
unable to deal with the Aetoliaii javelin-irieii. At .xlegition, 
rushing down from the hills they wrought havoc among the 
inwiders who had captured the town. A hundred and twenty 
.Vtheniaii lioplites fell — the very .finest men wlio,ni tlie. city 
of Atliens lost -during the war.” . Demosthenes- did not 'dare 
to return to Athens. He remained at Naupactus, and .soon, 
liad ill! opportunity of retrieving his Ihrne. 

The Lacedaemonians answered this invasion of Aetolia by 
sending 3000 lioplites under Eiirylochus against Haupactus. 
Five hundred of these troops came from Heraclea, the newly- 
founded colony. Haupaetus, ill-defended, was barely saved by 
the energy of Demosthenes, who persuaded the Acanianians to 
send reinforcements. Eiirylochus abandoned the siege, and 
withdrew to the neighbourhood of Calydon and Pleiiron in 
southern Aetolia, for the purpose of joining the Aiiibraeiots 
in an attack upon Argos. Winter had begun wdien the 
Aiiibraeiots descended from the north into the Argive territory 
and seized the fort of Olpae, wdiich stands, a little north, of 
Argos,, on a hill by the sea, and w-as once used as . a hall of 
-justice by the Acarnaniaii league. Demosthenes ivas asked by 
tiie Acarnanians to be their leader in resisting this attack, 
and a message for help was sent to twenty Athenian vessels 
which were coasting ofi* the Peloponnesus. The troops of 
Eiirylochus marched from the south across .Acaniania and 
jo.med their allies at Olpae. The Athenian ships arrived in 
the Ambraciaii gulf, and, with the reinforcements which they 


X 'WAJ^^, OF ATHENS WITH THE PELOPONNESIANS 


brought^ Deiiiostlieiie>s gave battle to the enemy between Olpae t/ 
and Argos, and by a skilMly contrived ambuscade annulled 
the advantage which they had in superior numbers. Eury- 
lochus was slain, and the Peloponnesians delivered themselves 
from their perilous position — between Argos and the Athenian 
ships— by making a secret treaty with Demosthenes, in which Trme;s 
the Ambraciots were not included. It was arranged that they 
should retreat stealthily without exj)iaining their intention to the desert the 
Ambraciots. It was good policy on the part of Demosthenes ; 
for by this treacherous act the Lacedaemonians would lose their (^e simiyh- 

" ^ tevedf, 

character in that part of Greece. The Peloponnesians crept ^ 
out of Olpae one by one, pretending to gather herbs and sticks. 

As they got farther away, they stepped out more quickly, and 
then the Ambraciots saw what was happening and ran out to 
overtake them. The Acarnaiiians slew about 200 Ambraciots, 
and the Peloponnesians escaped into the land of Agraea. But 
a heavier blow was in store for Ambracia. Eeinforcements 
of that city, ignorant of the battle, were coming to Olpae. 
Demosthenes sent forward some of his troops to lie in ambush 
on their line of march. At Idomene, some miles north of 
Olpae, there are two peaks of unequal height. The higher 
was seized in advance by the men of Demosthenes ; the 
Ambraciots when they arrived encamped on the lower. 
Demosthenes then advanced with the rest of his troops and 
attacked the enemy at dawn, when they were still half asleep. 

Most were slain, and those who escaped at first found the 
mountain paths beset. Thucydides says that during the 
first ten years of the war no such calamity happened within 
so few days to any Hellenic state,” and he does not give the 
nuiiibers of those who perished, because they would appear 
incredible in proportion to the size of the state. Demo- 
sthenes might have captured the city if he had pushed on, 
but the Acariianians did not desire a permanent Athenian 
occupation at their doors ; they were content that their 
neighbour was rendered harmless. A treaty of alliance for 
100' years was concluded between the , Acarnaiiians, with 
vtlxe Anipliilochians of Argos, and the Ambraciots. Heitlier 
side was to be required by the other to join against its 
own allies in the great war, but they were to help each 
other to defend their territories. Some time afterwards 
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Aiiactorioii, and fclieii Oeniadae, were w’oii over to tlie Atlieiiiaii 
alliance. 

Sect. 9 . Hicias ' and Cleok. Poutics at:Atijens 

The success against Am.bracia compensated for the failure 
ill Aetolia, and Demostlienes could now return to Athens. 
His clashing stjde of warhire and his bold plans niiisfc have 
caused grave mistrust among the older, more experienced, and 
more cominoiiplace commanders. Kicias, the son of Xiceratiis, 
who seems to have., already won, without deserving, the .chief 
place as a military authority at Athens, must have shaken liis 
head over the doings of Demosthenes in the west. Xicias, 
a wealthy conservative . slave -owner, who speculated in the 
silver-mines of Laurion, was one of the inaiiistays of that 
party wdiicli was out of sympathy with the iiitellectiiai and 
political progress of Athens, and bitterly opposed to the new 
politicians like Cleon who wielded the chief iiitluence in the 
Assembly. 

Tlie ability' of IsTicias was irretrievably mediocre ; he^ w^ould 
have been an excellent subordinate officer, but he had not the 
.qualities of a leader or a statesman. Yet he possessed a solid 
and abiding influence at Athens, through his impregnable 
respectability, his superiority to bribes, and his scrupulous 
superstition, as well as his acquaintance with the details of 
military affairs. This homage paid to mediocre respectability 
throws light on the character of the Atheiiiaii democracy, and 
the strength of the conservative party. Nicias belonged, to 
the advocates of peace and was well-disposed to Sparta, so 
that for several reasons he might be regarded as a successor to 
Cimon. But liis political opponents, though they constantly 
defeated him on particular measures, never permanently under-' 
mined his influence. He understood the political value of 
gratifying in small ways those prejudices of his fellow-citizens 
which he shared ■ himself; and he spared no expense .in the 
religious service of the state. As Tliucydides says, he thought 
too much of divination and omens. He had an opportunity 
of displaying his religious devotion and liis liberality on the 
occasion of the purification of the island of Delos, wdiich was 
j)rohably undertaken to induce Apollo to stay the plague. The 
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dead were removed from all the tombs, and it was ordained 
that henceforth no one should die or give birth to a child on 
the sacred island. Those who were near to either should cross 
over to Eheiieia. The Athenians revived in a new form the 
old festival, celebrated in the Homeric hymn to Apollo, the 
festival to which “ the long-robed lonians gathered, and made Quadn- 
thee glad, 0 Phoebus, with boxing, dancing, and song.'’ The 
games were restored, and horse-races introduced for the first 
time. Four years later the purification was perfected by the 
removal of all the inhabitants, and the Persians accorded them 
a refuge at Adramyttion. 

Condiicting such ceremonies, Mcias was in his right place. 
Unfortunately such excellence had an undue weight; and it 
should be noted that this is one of the drawbacks of a city- 
state. In a large modern state, the private life and personal infiaence 
opinions of a statesman have small importance and are not 
weighed by his fellow-countrymen in the scale against his 
political ability, save in rare exceptional cases. But in a small 
city the statesman’s private life is always before men’s eyes, 
and his political position is distinctly affected, according as 
he shocks or gratifies their prejudices and predilections. A 
mediocre man is able, by judicious conforming, to attain an 
authority to which his brains give him no claim. Pericles 
was indeed so strong that his influence could survive attacks 
on his morality and his orthodoxy. Hicias maintained his 
position because he never shocked the public sense of decorum 
and religion by associating with an Aspasia or an Anaxagoras. 

The Athenian people combined in a remarkable degree the 
capacity of appreciating both respectability and intellectual 
power; their progressive instinct was often defeated by con- 
servative prejudices. 

Though Plicias was one of those Athenians who were not in 
full sympathy with the policy of Pericles and approved still 
less of the policy of Ms successors, he was thoroughly loyal to 
the democracy. But an oligai’chical party still existed, The 
secretly active, and always hoping for an opportunity to 
upset the democratic , constitution. This party, , or a section 
of it, seems to have been knowm at this time as the “young 04 V€<hT€pOU 
Party.” It included, among others who will appear on the 
stage of history some years later, the orator Antiphon, who Antiphon, 
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was now 'coming into public notice in coiiiiexioii witli some 
sensational lawsuits/' ' Against the dark designs of this party^ 
as well as .against the ■niiseoiidiiet of generals, Cleon was 
constantly on the watch ; he could describe liiiuself in the 
Assembly as the “people’s waitch-dog.” .Hut at present these 
oligarchs were harmless; so long as no disaster from witlmut 
befell Athens, they had. no chance; -all they' could do was to 
make coiiirnon cause with the other' eiieiiiies of Cleon, and air 
their discontent' in anonymous political pamphlets. Chance 
has preserved us a work of this kind, written in one of these 
years by . an Athenian of oligarchical views. , Its siil>ject is 
the Atlienian democracy, and the writer professes to answer 
on behalf of the Athenians the criticisms which the rest of 
the Greeks pass on Athenian institutions. “ I do not like 
democracy myself/’ he says : “ but I will show that from their 
point of view the Athenians manage tlieir state wisely and in 
the inaiiner most conducive to the interests of democracy.” 
The defence is for the most part a veiled indietinent ; it 
displays remarkable acuteness, with occasional tri viality. 
The writer has grasped and taken to heart o:rie deep truth, tlte 
close connexion of the sea-power of Athens with its adwineed 
democracy. It is just, he remarks, that the poor and tlie 
common folk should have more influence than the noble and 
rich ; for it is the common folk that row the slnps a>iid make 
the city powerful, not the hoplites and the well-born and the 
worthy. Highly interesting is his observation that slaves and 
metics enjoyed what he considered iiiireasoiiable freedom and 
immunity at Athens : . “ Why, you may not strike one of tlieni,, 
nor will a slave make way for you in the street.” And his 
malicious explanation is interesting too ; the common folk 
dress so badly that you might easily mistake one of them,, for 
a slave or a metic, and then there would be a to-do if you 
struck a citizen. , There is perhaps a touch of malice, too, in 
the statement that the commercial empire, of Athens, which 
brought to her wdiarves the delicacies of the world, was affect- 
ing her language, as well as her habits of life, and filling it 
with foreign words. 

An important feature in the political history of Athens in 
these years was the divorce of the military comiiuMKl from the 
leadership in the Assembly, and the want of harmony between 



X PVAI^ OF ATHENS WITH THE PELOPONNESIANS 469 

tlie chief Strategoi and the Leaders of the People. The QUojiy 
tradesmen who swayed the Assembly had no mihtary training 
or capacity, and they were always at a disadvantage when 
opposed by men who spoke with the authority of a strategos 
on questions of military policy. Until recent years the post 
of General had been practically confined to men of property 
and good family. But a change ensued, perhaps soon after 
the death of Pericles, and men of the people were elected. 

The comic poet Eiipolis, in a play called the Deme^—hi which 
the great leaders, Miltiades and Themistocles, Aristides and gejierais. 
Pericles, are summoned back to life that they may see and 
deplore degenerate Athens— meditates thus on the contrast 
between latter-day generals and their predecessors : 

Men of lineage fair 
And of wealthy estate 
Once our generals were, 

The noble and great, 

Whom as gods we adored, and as gods they guided and guarded the state. 

Things are not as then. 

Ah, how different far 
A manner of men 

Our new generals are, 

The rascals and refuse our city now chooses to lead us to war 1 

Cleon was a man of brains and resolution. He was 
ambitious to rule the state as Pericles had ruled it ; and for 
this purpose he saw clearly that he must gain triumphs in 
the field as well as in the Assembly. Hitherto his main 
activity had been in the law-courts, where he called officers 
to account and maintained the safeguards of popular govern- 
ment. If he was to be more than an opposition leader, 
occasionally forcing measures through the Assembly, if he was 
to exercise a permanent influence on the administration, he 
must be ready, when a good opportunity offered, to undertake 
tlae post of strategos ; and, supported by the experience of an 
able colleague, he need not disgrace himself. An understand- 
ing, therefore, between Cleon and the enterprising Demosthenes 
was one which seemed to offer advantages to both ; acting 
together they might damage both the political and the 
military position of Xicias. 
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But before .we, pass to' a famous enterprise, wliicli was 
probably the result of such ' an understanding, we .must note 
the great' cost which the continuation of the 'war entailed. 
It was found .necessary to borrow from the temple trea^siires, 
at a nominal interest, to' defray the riiilitary expenses. But 
this was not enough. The financiers of Athens — ~aiul Cleon’ 
'iimst ■ probably bear a large share of the responsibility' — 
induced the people to .raise the tribute of the subject states. 

, If the tribute was not doubled, it tvas very nearly doubled ;., 
the total amount, at the lowest estimate, did not fall far .short 
of 1000 talents. We possess considerable fragments of the 
stone on which this assessment was wiitten ; it is a iiioiiiimeiit. 
of the injustice of a ' democracy blinded by imperial ambition 
against which Thucydides, son of Melesias, had protested at, an. 
earlier stage. But at this stage, the raising of the tribute 
was a necessity; Athens could not retreat. There were in- 
deed still men, especially among the Young I'arty, to lift up 
a voice on behalf of the Cities : and the glaring injustice of 
the position of Athens -was smartly ridiculed by Aiistophanes, 
who ironically suggested, in one of his com.edies that if the 
Cities were compelled to do their duty, each would eiiafale 
twenty Athenians to live in idleness on the fat of the land, 

'' on hare and beestings pudding.” 

It may seem strange to find that in a time of financial 
pressure, when it was necessary not only to introduee an 
extraordinary tax on property but to afflict the allies with 
heavier burdens, Athens saw fit to increase her domestic 
expenditure. One of Cleon’s most important measures was 
the raising of the judges’ fee from one obol, at which it had 
been fixed by Pericles, to three obols. It would be a mistake 
to consider this measure a mere bid for popularity. We shall 
hardly he wrong in regarding it as an attempt to relieve the 
distress which the yearly invasions of Attica and losses of ,t'he 
harvests inflicted upon the poorer citizens. 


Sect. 10. The Athenian Captuee of Pylos 

It was doubtless through the influence of Cleon that 
Demosthenes, though he received no official command, was sent 
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to accompany the fleet of forty ships which was now ready 
to start for the west, under Eiirymedon and Sophocles. We 
have already seen this fleet at Corcyra assisting the People 
against the oligarchical exiles who had established themselves 
on Mount Istone. Demosthenes accompanied the expedition 
without any official command. He had a plan in his head 
for establishing a military post in the western Peloponnesus ; 
and he was allow'-ed to take advantage of the sailing of the 
fleet and use it according to his discretion. x4.rriving off the 
coast of Messenia, Demosthenes asked the commanders to put 
ill at PyloSj but they had heard that the Peloponnesian fleet 
had already reached Corcyra, and demurred to any delay. 

But chance favoured the design of Demosthenes. Stress of 
weather drove them into the harbour of Pjdos, and then 
Demosthenes pressed them to fortify the place. The task was 
easy ; for the place was naturally strong and there was an 
abiiiidaiice of material, stone and timber, at hand. The 
commanders ridiculed the idea. '' There are many other 
desert promontories in the Poloponiiesus/' they said, ''if you 
want to waste the mone}' of the city.” But the stormy 
weather detained the ships ; the soldiers were idle ; and at 
length, for the sake of something to do, they adopted the 
project of Demostlieries and fell to the work of fortifying 
Pylos. 

The feature of the scene, which was now to become illustrious Topo- 
by a striking military episode, must be clearly grasped. The 
high promontory of Pylos or Coryphasioii was on three sides Sj^hacterm, 
encompassed by water. Once it had been an island, but at this 
time it was connected with the mainland on the north side by 
a low sand-bar. If we go further back into prehistoric days, 

Pylos had been part of a continuous line of coast-cliff. In 
this line three rents were made, which admitted the sea behind 
the cliff and isolated the islands of Pylos and Sphacteria. 
Accumulation of sand gradually covered the most northern 
breach and reunited Pylos with the mainland, hut the other 
openings were never filled up and Sphacteria still remains an 
island. Originally Pylos and Sphacteria, when they had been 
severed, formed the sea-wall of one great land-locked bay ; 
but a curving sand-bar has gradually been formed, which now 
joins the iiiaiiilaiid with the southern extremity of Pylos, and 
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Heclutles a small , lagoon , of wliicli Pylos ibniis the western side. 
It is impossible to' say whether the loriiiatiou of tliis saiid~]nir 
had perceptibly begun in the time of iJeuiostlienes ; ])iit in any 
case it seems probable that it had not advanced so far as to 
hinder the waters behind Pylos from appearing to be part of 
a coiitiniioiis bay. ■ This north corner of tlie 'Ijay — now a 
marshy lagoon- — was sheltered and afforded harboni-age for 
ships : the rest of the bay— tlie modern bay of Xa\airiHo — lunl 
no good anchorage.-; but 'the' whole slieet of water, hy virtue 
of the northern corner,, was called a harbour. It follows from 
.what has been said that there were two entrances into the bay: 
the 11 arrow water which divide Pylos from Spbacieria, and the 
wide passage which severs the southern point of Spliacteria 
from the opposite mainland. ' We must distinguish yet another 
smaller bay on the north side of the Pylos , hill. The sand- 
bar wliicdi tliere connects Pylos with the iiiainlaiid is of lunar 
shape and forms the little circular basin of Bupliras; doiniriated 
b)?- the lieiglit of Pylos on the south and a far lower, nameless 
lull on tlie north. 

The length, of Pylos is less than, a mile. On the sea-side 
it was hard to land, and the harbour side was strongly 'pro- 
tected by steep cliffs. Only in three places .was it ,, found, 
necessary to build walls: (1) at the south-east corner, where 
the clifih slope down to the channel for about 100 yards; (2) 
along the shore on the south-west side close to the entrance to 
the bay, for four or live hundred yards ; (3) the nortliern 
defence of the position consisted of a line of land cliifo, wliicli 
required no artificial fortification except at the western ex- 
tremity, where they decline be.fore they reacli tiie sea ; here 
another wall was built. One of the soldiers present vividly 
described to Thucydides the manner in which the fortifications 
were wrought. Being unprovided with iron tools they brought 
stones wdiich they picked out, and put them together as they 
happened to fit ; if they required to use mortar, liaving no 
hods, they carried it on their backs, 'wliidi they bent so as to 
form a resting-place for it, clasping their hands ])ehind tliem 
that it might not fall off.^ In six days the work wnis finislied, 
and the fleet went on its way, leaving Demosthenes with five 
ships to hold Pylos. 


^ Jowett’s translation. 
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The Lacedaemonian army under Agis had invaded Attica Arrival of 
earlier tliaii usual, before the corn was ripe. Want of 
wet weather, and then perhaps the news from Pylos, decided 

sea. 



them to return to Sparta after a sojourn of only two weeks 
within the Attic borders. They did not proceed immediately 
to Pylos, but another body of Spartans was sent on ; requisi- 
tions for help were dispiatched to the Peloponnesian allies ; and 
the sixty ships at Corcyra were hastily summoned. These 
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ships succeeded in eluding the notice of the Athenian „ fleet 
which had \ now reached Zacyntliiis. ' In the meantime 
DeniostlieiieSj beset by the Spartan troops, sent,, two of his 
ships to o'Yertake ■ the fleet, and beg Eiirymedoii to return, to 
succour him.' . . 

The object of the Lacedaemonians was to blockade the hill 
of Pylos by land and sea, and to prevent Athenian succours from 
landing. They probably established their camp on tlie .iiortli 
side of Pylos, so that no ships entering the bay of Biiphras 
could, bring help to ,the fort. They %?ere moreover afraid tliat 
the Athenians might use the- island of Sphacteria as a basis 
for military operations, and accordingly Epitadas occupied 
Sphacteria with 420 Spartans and their attendant Helots. It 
.vmuld have been easy to block the narrow entrance to the bay 
between Pylos and the island; but there was little use in 
doing so, as the Athenian ships would be able to enter by tlie 
ingress at the south of the island, a ■ passage about three- 
quarters of a mile wide — far too wide to block with so small a 
fleet. 

The Lacedaemonians then prepared to attack the ; place., 
before help could come to the Athenians. Deinostheiies posted 
the greater part of his force to guard the northern line of 
defence and the south-eastern corner ; while he Iiimself 'with 
sixty hoplites and some archers took his stand on the edge of 
the south-western shore, which tliougli rocky and perilous was 
the spot where the enemy had the best prospect of effecting a 
landing. Thrasymelidas was the name of the Spartan admiral. 
He had forty-three ships, wdiich he brought up in relays, tlie 
crews figlitiiig and resting by turns. The great danger was 
that of running the vessels on reefs. Brasidas who commanded 
one of the ships was the leading spirit. '' Be not sparing of 
timber,'’ he cried to those who seemed to draw back from the 
rocks ; “ the enemy has built a fortress in your country. Perish 
the ships, and force a landing.” But in trying to disembark he 
was wounded and lost Ids shield. It was washed ashore 
and set up in the trophy which the Athenians afterwards 
erected. The Spartan attack which was renewed on two 
suhsecpient days wms repelled. It was a singular turn of 
fortune, says Thucydides,^ which drove the Atlienians to 

^ Jowett’s translation. 
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repel tlie Lace^aemoiiiaiis, who were attacldDg them by sea 
from the Laceclaemoniaii coast, and the Lacedaemonians 
to fight- for a landing on their own soil, now hostile to 
them, in the face of the Athenians. Lor in those days it 
WQ.B the great glory of the Lacedaemonians to be an inland 
people distinguished for their military prowess, and of the 
Atheiiiaiis to be a nation of sailors and the first naval power 
ill Hellas. 

The fleet from Zacynthiis, now augmented to fifty ships 
by some reinforcements, at length arrived. But finding the 
shores of the bay of Buphras and the island of Spliacteria 
occupied, they withdrew for the night to the isle of Prote 
which was some miles distant. The next morning they returned, 
determined to sail into the harbour, if the enemy did not come 
out to meet them. The Lacedaemonians were preparing their JJotfir 
ships for action, evidently intending to fight in the bay. The 
Athenians therefore rowed in by both entrances ; some of the 
enemy's vessels which were able to come out to meet them 
were captured ; and a treniendous struggle ensued close to the 
shore. The Athenians were tying the empty beached ships to 
their own and endeavouring to drag them aivay, the Lacedae- 
monians dashed into the sea and w^ere pulling them back. 

The Lacedaenionians knew that, if tliey lost their ships, the 
party on the island of Spliacteria would be cut off. Most of 
the empty sliips were saved ; but the fleet was so far damaged 
and outnumbered that the Athenians were able to blockade 
Spliacteria, 

The interest of the story now passes from Pyios to JSecond 
Spliacteria. The blockade of Demosthenes and his Athenians 
in Pyios by the Spartans has changed into a blockade otbiocimdeyf 
Epitadas and his Spartans in Spliacteria by the Athenians. 

The tidings of this change in the situation caused grave alarm 
at Sparta and some of the ephors came themselves to see what 
measures could he taken. They decided that nothing could 
be clone for the relief of the island, and obtained from the 
Athenian generals a truce for the purpose of sending ambas- 
sadors to Athens to ask for peace. The terms of this truce Tn^ce. 
were as follows : ^ 

The Lacedaemonians shall deliver into the hands of the 
4 Jowett’s translation of Tliiicydides. 
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Athenians at Pylos .the ships -in- which they fought, and shall 
also bring' thither and deliver over any other ships of war 
wliieli are in Laconia; and they shall make no assault upon the 
fort either by sea or laud. The Atheiiians shall permit the 
Lficedaenioiiians on the mainland to send to those on the 
island a fixed quantity of kneaded flour, viz. two Attic quarts 
of barley-meal for each man, and a pint of wine, and also a 
piece of meat ; for an attendant . half these quantities ■ they 
shall send them into the island under the inspection . of the 
Atlieiiiaiis, and no vessel shall sail in, by stealth. Tlie 
.Vthenians shall guard the island as before, but not land, and 
shall not attack the Peloponnesian forces by land or sea. If 
either party violate this agreement in any particular, however 
slight, the truce is to be at an end. The agreement is' to last 
until the Lacedaemonian ambassadors return from Athens, 
and the Atlieniaiis are to convey them thither and bring them 
hack in a trireme. When they return, the truce is to be at 
an end, and the Athenians are to restore the ships in the sai,ne 
conclitioii in which they received them. 

In accordance witli these terms, sixty ships were Iianded 
over and the ambassadors went to Atliens. Tliey professed 
the readiness of Sparta to make peace and pleaded for generous 
treatment on the part of Athens. At heart most of the 
Atlieniaiis were probably desirous of peace. But tlie Assemlily 
was under the influence of Cleon, and he, as the opponent of 
l^icias and the peace-party, urged the Athenians to propose 
terms which could hardly be accepted. It might seem indeed 
an exceptionally favourable moment to attempt to undo the 
liiiniiliation of the Thirty Years’ Truce, and win back some of 
the possessions which had been lost twenty years ago. Kot 
only Nisa.ea and Pagae, the harhdiirs of the Megarid, but 
Achaea and Troezeii, were demanded as the purchase of the 
lives of the Spartans in Sjihacteria. The embassy returned to 
Pylos disappointed, and the truce came to an end. But the 
Athenians refused to give back the sixty ships, on the pretext 
of some slight infraction of the truce on the part of the 
Lacedaemonians, 

The blockade proved a larger and more difficult matter 
than the Athenians had hoped. Eeinforced by twenty more 
triremes from Athens, they lay round tlie island, both in the 
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bay, aiid, except when the wind was too high, on the sea-side ; 
and two ships kept continually cruising round in opposite 
directions. But their vigilance was eluded, and >Sphacteria 
wns secretly supplied with provisions. Large sums were ■ 
ottered to any who succeeded in conveying meal, wine, or 
cheese to the island ; and Helots, who did- such service, were 
rewarded with freedom. When a strong wind from the west 
or north drove the Athenian shipjs into the bay, the daring 
crews of provision-boats beat recklessly into the difficult 
landiiig-places on the sea-side. Moreover some skilful divers 
iiianaged to reach the shores of the island, — drawing skins 
with poppy-seed mixed with honey, and pounded linseed. 

But this device was soon discovered and prevented. 

And besides the difficulty of rendering the blockade com- 
plete in a high wind, the maintenance of it was extremely 
unpleasant, xis there was no proper anchorage, the crews 
were obliged to take their meals on land by turns, — generally 
in the south part of Spliacteria, which was not occupied by 
the Spartans. And they depended for their supply of water 
on one well, 'which was in the fort of Pylos. The supply of 
food was deficient, — for it had to be conveyed round the 
l^elopoiinesus. At liome the Athenians were disappointed at impatmm 
the protraction of the siege, and grew impatient. They were 
sorry that they had declined the overtures of the Lacedae- 
monians, and there was a reaction of feeling against Cleon. 

That statesman took the bold course of denying the reports 
from Pylos, and said — with a pointed allusion to the strategos 
Hicias — that if the Generals were men they would sail to the 
island and capture the garrison. I were commander,’’ he 

added, ''I would do it myself.” The scene which follows is 
described in one of the rare passages wffiere the most reserved 
of all historians condescends to display a little personal 
animosity. >Seeing that the people were murmuring at Cleon, 

Mcias stood up and offered, on the part of his colleagues, to 
give Cleon any force he asked for and let him try, Cleon — 
says Thucydides ^ — at first imagined that the offer of Hicias 
was only a pretence and was willing to go; but finding that 
he was in earnest, be tried to back out and said that not he 
but Hicias was general. He was now alai'med, for he never 
^ Jowetfs translation, to the end of the paragraph. 
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iiiiogiiiecl that .Kicias would go .so fax as to give up liis place 
to him. Again ■ Nicias -bade him take the command of .the 
expedition against Pylos, which he formally, gave up to him 
ill , the presence of the 'Assembly. And the more C'leoii 
declined the ..proffered command and tried to retract what he 
had said,. so .much the, more the multitude, as their ■ iiiaiiner 
is, urged Nicias to resign and shouted to Cleon that he should 
sail. ' At length, not knowing hoiv to escape from, his- own 
words, he undertook the expedition and, coming foiAvard, said 
that he was not afraid of the Lacedaemonians and that he 
would sail without wdthdrawing a single man from the city, 
if he ivere allow’ed to have the Lemnian and Imbriaii forces 
'now at Athens, the auxiliaries from Aenus who ivere targeteers, 
and four hundred archers from other places. TVith these 
and wdtli the troops already at Pylos he gave his w’ord that 
he would either bring the Lacedaemonians alive or kill them 
0,11 tlie spot His vain wnrds moved the Athenians to 
laughter; nevertheless the wiser sort of men were pleased 
ivheii tliey reflected that of two good things t.he\' </oiild not 
fail to obtain one — either there would be an end of Cletui, 
which they would- have gieatly preferred, or, if they were 
disappointed, he would put the Lacedaemonians into their 
hands. 

The story is almost too good to be true. But whether 
Cleon desired the command or had it thrust upon liiiu against 
liis will, his words which moved the Athenians to laughter 
ivere fully approved by the event. He chose Demosthenes as 
his colleague ; and, invested with the coiriinaiid by a formal 
vote of the Assembly, he immediately set sail. 

In the meantime Demosthenes, wishing like Cleon to bring 
matters to an is,sae, wns meditating, an attack upo,n Spliacteria. 
This- desert island is about twn miles and' three-quarters lo.ii,g. 
At the northern extremity rises a height, higher than tlie 
acropolis of I^ylos over against it, and on the east side 
descending, a sheer cliff, into the water of the bay. Some of* 
the Spartans had naturally occupied the summit, but the chief 
encampment of their small force was in the centre of the 
island, close to the only well ; and an outpost wvas set on a 
hill farther to tlie south. An assault was difiicult not only 
because the landing-places on both sides were bad, but because 
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the island was covered with close ■ bush, which '.gave the, . 
.Spartans who knew the ground a great advantage., .Demo- 
stheiies had experienced iii Aetolia the difficulties of fighting 
ill a wood. But one day, when some Athenians were taking 
their noonday meal on the south shore of the island, the wood ihmmig of 
was accidentally kindled, and, a wind arising, the greater part 
of. the .bush was burnt. It was then possible to see more 
clearly the position and the numbers of the Lacedaemonians, 
and, wdien Cleon arrived, the plan of attack ^vas matured. 
Embarking at night all their hoplites in a few ships, Qleoii A thenia% 
and Demosthenes landed before dawn on the south of 

. - . ■ . , ■ Sphac- 

island, partly on the seaside and partly on the harbour side, fe/m 

near the spot where the Lacedaemonians had their outpost. 

The whole number of troops that landed must have been 
nearly 14,000, against which the Spartans had only 420 
hoplites and perhaps as many Helots. And yet a high 
military authority described the Athenian enterprise as mad. 

The truth seems to be that it could hardly have succeeded if 
the Spartan commander had disposed his forces to the best 
advantage, posting watches at all possible landing-places and 
organising a proper system of signals. 

The outpost was at once ovei’powered, and light-armed The attmh 
troops advanced towards the main Spartan encampment, along 
a high ridge on the harbour side of the island. Others moved 
along the low shore on the sea-side ; so that, when the main 
body of the Spartans saw their outpost cut to pieces and 
began to move southward against the Athenian hoplites, they 
were harassed on either side by the archers and targeteers, 
whom, encumbered by their arms and in difficult ground, they 
were unable to pursue. And the attacks of these light-armed 
troops, as they grew more fully conscious of their own 
superiority in numbers and saw that their enemy was growing 
weary, became more formidable. Clouds of dust arose from 
the newly-burnt wood — so Thucydides reports the scene from 
the vivid description of an eye-witness — and there was no* 
possibility of a man’s seeing what was before Mm, owing to 
the showers of arrows and stones hurled by their assailants 
which were flying amid the dust. And now the Lacedae- 
monians began to he sorely distressed, for their felt cuirasses 
did not protect them against the arrows, and the points of the 
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Javelins broke off where they . struck tlierii. They were at 
their wits' euJ, not being able to see out of ilieir eyes or to 
hear the word of coiiimaiKh- which was drowned b}' the cries 
of the enemy. Destruction was staring theiii in the face, and 
the)' had no means or hope of deliverance^ 

At length it was determined that the onlj' cliance lay in 
retreating to the high hill at the north of the island. 
a mile had to be traversed to the loot of tlie hill; but tlic^ 
ground was %’ery difficult. The endurance and discipline of 
tlie Spartan soldiers was- coiispieiioiisly displayed in this slow 
retreat ^vliich was acconiplislied, with but a small loss, under 
a burning sun, by men who w^ere suffering iToiu thirst ciinl 
'Weary with the distress of an unequal battle. 'When they 
had reached and climbed the hill the battle assumed another 
aspect. On the high ground, no longer exposed on their 
flanks, and finding a defence in an old Cyclopean w^all, which 
can still be traced round tlie summit, the Lacedaemonians 
were able to repel their assailants ; and they were determined 
not to surrender. At length a ■ Messeiiian captain came to 
the Atlieniaii generals and said that he knew a path by wliicli 
he thought he could take some light-armed troops rouiicl to 
the rear of the Spartans. The hill on its eastern side falls 
precipitously into the bay : but the fall is not direct The 
summit slopes down into a hollow, about fifty yards wide, 
aiid then the hill rises again into the cliff which falls sheer 
into the water. But at the south end of the cliff there is a 
narrow gorge by which it is possible to climb up into the 
hollow. Embarking in a boat on tlie eastern side of the 
island, the Messenians reached the foot of the gorge and 
climbed up with difficulty, unseen by the Spartans, who 
neglected what seemed an impracticable part of the hill, and 
then ascending the summit suddenly appeared above the 
Lacedaemonians, who were ranged in a semicircle below' on 
the western and northern slopes. The xltiienians now invited 
the defenders to capitulate, and with the consent of their 
friends on the mainland they laid down their arms. Two 
hundred and ninety- two, of the four liimclred and twenty, 
survived, and were brought to Athens. The high opinion 
which the Greek world held of the Spartan spirit was ex- 
^ Jowett's translation. 
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pressed in tlie universal amazement wMch was caused by 
this siiiTeiider. Men had thought that nothing could induce 
the Lacedaemonians to give up their arms. 

Cleon had performed his promise; he brought back the 
captives withiii twenty days. The success was of political 
rather than military importance. The Athenians could indeed 
ravage Lacedaemonian territory from Pylos, but it was a 
greater thing that they had in the prisoners a security against 
future iiivasioiis of Attica and a means of making an advan- 
tageous peace when they chose. It was the most important 
success gained in the war, and it was a brilliant example of 
the valuable successes that can be gained, as it were accident- 
ally, ill following that system of strategy which Pericles had 
laid down at the beginning of the struggle. This stroke of 
luck increased the influence of Cleon. It was necessary for 
Xicias to do something to maintain his reputation. Shortly 426 n.c. 
afterwards he led an army into the Corinthian territory, 
gained a partial victory at Solygea, and then went on to the 
peninsula of Metlione, between Troezen and Epidaurus. He 
built a wall across the isthmus and left a garrison in Methoiie. 

In the following year, he made the more important acquisition 424 b,o. 
of the island of Cythera, from which he was able to make 
descents upon Laconia. The loss of Cythera was in itself 
more serious for Sparta than the loss of Pylos ; but owing to 
the attendant circumstances the earlier event made far greater 
stir. The Athenians had now three bases of operation in the 
Peloponnesus — Pylos, Cythera, and Methone. 

To none was the discomfit of the Spartans in Messenia victory 0 / 
sweeter than to the Messenian exiles who had home their 
part in the work of that memorable day. At Olympia there 
is a figure of Victory, hovering aloft in the air, amid wind- 
blown drapery, while an eagle flies below her. It is the work 
of the, sculptor Paeonius, and it was dedicated by the Messenians 
ill the Altis of Zeus, with part of the spoil they stripped from 
the hated usurpers of their land. 

Sect. 11. Athenian Captuee of Nisaea 

In each of the first seven years of the war, Attica was 
invaded, except twice; on one occasion, the attack on Plataea 429 b,c. 
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liud taken the place of ■ the ■ iiicursioii into Attica, and, cm 
4110 iAc; aiiotlier, the relopomiesian army wa:-; hindered hy eartliquakes 
rroiii lulvaucing beyond- the isthmus. liver}^ year by way of 
reply tile Athenians inTaded the Megarid twice, in spring and 
in auuuiui. The capture, of ■ Pylos aheete«l both these annual 
events. The invasion of. Attica was discontinued, because 
Athens held the Spartan hostages: and the elation of tlie 
Athenians at their success induced theiii to undertake a lujlder 
enterprise against Megara. 

v^^f.ure G Minoa, now a hill on the mainland but then an island, lay 
entrance to the harbour of Xisaea. It was separated 
from .Xisaea by a narrow^ channel, protected Iw two projecting 
towers, Xicias had destroyed these towers, three years before, 
and had fortified Minoa, so as to blockade completely tlie port 
of X^isaea. The Slegarians then depended entirely on the 
port of Pagae and their communications witli the Crisaeaii 
Cdiilf. They were hard pre-ssed ; their distress was vividly 
portrayed in the comedy of the AckarnFns which was put 
■ 0 , 1,1 the stage two years later. The situatirm beeaine almost 
424 „b.c i,ntolerable when a domestic sedition led to the expulsion of a 
small party who sei;<:ed Pagae and cut off ilegara from irnpiiri- 
, ing food on. that side too. It became a question lietwceii 
allowing the exiles to return or submitting to Athens. . Those 
who knew that the return of their, rivals iimn.' l:\ig.ae wmiild 
mean, their own doom opened secret negotiations with Athens, 

, and offered to betray Megara and Xisaea. The Long Walls 
and -Xisaea were held by a Peloponnesian garrison. The 
generals Hippocrates and Demosthenes organised the enter- 
prise. While a force of 4000 ho-plites and 600 horse marched 
overland by Eleusis, the. generals sailed to Minoa. 1X11611 
night fell, they crossed to the mainland. Tliere was a gate 
in the eastern wall close to 'the spot where it joined the 
fortification ,, of Xisaea, and near the gate there was a hollow 
out, of which ; earth to make brickS' had . .been dug. Here 
, ,. y, ; -H'ippoer^^^^^^ and 600 . hoplites concealed th€iiise.l.ves, while 
Demosthenes, with some light-armed Plataeans and a band of 
the youthful Peripoloi or Patrollers of Attica, took up a 
position still nearer the gate, in a sacred enclosure of the 
war-god, Eiiyalios. The conspirators had long matured their 
plan for admitting the Athenians. As no boat could openly 
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leave tlie liaiiiotir, owing to the occupation of Minoa, they had 
easily obtained permission of the commander of the Pelopon- 
nesian garrisoii to carry out through this gate a small boat on 
a cart at night, for the alleged purpose of privateering. They 
used to convey the boat to the sea along the ditch which 
siirroiiiided Msaea, and, after a midnight row, return before 
dawn, and re-enter the Long Walls hy the same gate. This 
became a regular practice, so that they carried out the boat 
without exciting any suspicion, on the night fixed for executing 
the conspiracy. When the boat returned, the gate vras opened, 
and Demosthenes, who had been watching for the moment, 
leapt forward and forced his way in, assisted by the Megarians. 
Tliey kept the gate open till Hij)pocrates arrived with his 
hoplites, and, when these were inside, the Long Walls were 
easily secured, the garrison retreating into Nisaea. In the 
morning tlie main body of the Athenians ' arrived. A scheme 
for the betrayal of Megara had been concerted. The con- 
spirators urged their fellow-citizens to sally forth ' and do 
battle with the Athenians; they had secretly arranged that 
the Athenians should rush in, and had anointed themselves 
with oil, as a mark by which they should be known and 
spared in the assault. P>ut their political opponents, informed 
of the scheme, immediately rushed to the gates and declared 
decisively that they should not be opened ; the battle would 
have to be first fought inside. The delay apprised the 
Atlieniaiis that their friends had been baffled, and they set 
about blockading Msaea. Their energy was such that in two 
days the circumvallation was practically completed, and the 
garrison, in want of food (for their supplies were derived from 
Megara), capitulated. Thus the Long Walls, which they had 
built themselves, and the port of Nisaea had passed again into 
the hands of the Athenians. They were not, however, destined 
to take the city on the hill. The Spartan general Brasidas, 
w|io was recruiting in the north-east regions of the Pelopon- 
nesus for an expedition to Thrace, hastened to the relief of 
Megara. Nothing more than an indecisive skirmish took 
place ; the Athenians did not cai’e to risk a battle and they 
resolved to be content with the acquisition of Msaea. Soon 
afterwards there was a revolution in Megara. The exiles from 
Pagae were received hack ; they soon got the power into their 
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hands and ■ murdered their enemies., . ' A narrow oligarchical 
constitution was established. The new . order of things, says 
Thucydides, lasted a very long time, considering the small 
number of its authors. 

Sect. 12 . Athens fails in Boeotia 

The recovery of Kisaea which had been lost by the Thirty 
Years’ Peace was a solid success, and it seemed to the aiiibitious 
hopes of the two generals wdio had achieved it the first step in 
the recovery of all the former conquests of their city. Hippo- 
crates and Demosthenes induced Athens to strive to win back 
what she had lost at Coronea. But Boeotia was not like 
Megara : and an attempt on Boeotia was an unwise reversion 
to the early continental policy of Pericles, which Pericles had 
himself definitely abandoned. The dream of a second Oeiio- 
phyta was far less likely to come true than the threat of a 
second Coronea. And the enterprise was a departure from 
the Periclean strategy, of wdiicli Nicias was the chief exponent, 
and it is significant tliat Ificias took no part in it. Aloreover 
at this liioment Athens, as we shall see, ouglit to have con- 
centrated lier forces on the defence of her Thracian possessions 
.which were in grave jeopardy. The Boeotian, like the Megarian, 
plan was formed in concert with native malcontents who wished 
to overtlirow the oligarchies in the cities, to establish clemo- 
cratical govermiients, and probably dissolve the Boeotian Con- 
federacy. At this time the Confederacy was governecl by 
eleven Boeotarcbs, two of 'whom were chosen by Thebes, and 
four Councils, of unknown nature and functions. 

The 'new Boeotian plan, in which Demosthenes was iio'W 
concerned, did not involve, such extensive operations and com- 
binations as that which he had conceived when he invaded 
Aetolia. But the two plans resembled each other in so far 
as eacli involved operations from the Crisaean Ci-ulf. Demo- 
sthenes, liaving sailed to l^aupactus and gathered a force of 
Acarnanians, was to go on to secure Siphae, the port of Tlies- 
piae, on the shore of a promontory baiieath Mount Plelieon. 
On the same day, the Athenian army under Hippocrates was 
to enter Boeotia on the north-east and seize the temple of 
Apollo at Deliimi, which stood on the sea-coast over against 
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tlie Lelaiitine. plain in Euboea.. At the same time Chaeronea, 
the extreme west town of the land, was to be seized by 
domestic conspirators. Thus on three .sides the Boeotian 
government was to be threatened; and the same day was 
fixed for the three attacks. But the scheme was betrayed 
by a Phocian, and frustrated by the Boeotarchs, who occupied 
Sipliae and Ghaeronea with strong forces, and made a general 
levy of the Boeotians to opj)ose the army of Hippocrates. It 
mattered little that Demosthenes made a mistake about the 
day fixed for the attack; he found himself opposed by a 
Boeotian force and could only retire. None of the internal 
iiiovements in the Boeotian cities, on which the Athenians had 
counted, took place. 

Hippocrates, however, had time to reach and fortify Delium. of 
He had a force of 7000 hoplites and over 20,000 ligliDarmed 
troops. A trench, with a strong rampart and palisade, w^as 
drawn round the temple ; and at noon on the fifth day from 
tlieir departure from Athens the work was completed. The 
army then left Deliuni, to return home. When they crossed 
the frontier and entered the Athenian territory of Oropus, at 
about a mile from Deliiim, the hoplites halted, to wait for 
Hippocrates, who had remained behind to give final directions 
to the garrison of the temxde; the light-armed troops pro- 
ceeded on their way to Athens. The hoplites were interrujited 
in their rest by a message from Hippocrates, ordering them to 
form instantly in array of battle, as the enemy were upon 
them. The Boeotian forces had been concentrated at Tanagra, 
about five miles from Delium ; and they had been persuaded 
by Pagondas, one of the Theban Boeotarchs, to follow and 
attack the Athenians in their retreat although they had left 
Boeotia. After a rapid march, Pagondas halted where a hill 
concealed him from the view of the Athenians and drew up 
his army. It consisted of 7000 hoplites — ^the same number 
as that of the enemy — 1000 cavalry, and over 10,000 light- 
armed men. The Thebans occuj)ied the right wing, in the 
uiii<iiie formation of a mass twenty-five shields deep ; the 
other contingents varied in depth. The Athenian line was 
formed with the uniform and regular def^th of eight shields. 
Hippocrates had arrived and was moving along the lines 
encouraging his men, when the enemy, who had for some time 
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,l)een, visible on the crest of the Mil, raised,. the Paean and 
charged down, ■ The. extreme parts of the wings never .met,, 
for watercourses lay between them. ' But the rest pushed 
shield against shield and fought fiercely. 0.ii the^ right the 
Athenians were victorious, but on the left they could, not 
sustain the enormous pressure of the massed Theban force, 
especially as the Thebans ^vere probably man for stronger 
than the xltheniaiis through a laborious athletic traiiiiiig. But 
even the victory on the right was made of none effect through 
the sudden appearance of a squadron of cavalry, which Pagonclas, 
seeing the situation, had sent unobserved round the bill. The 
Athenians thought it wars the vanguard of another army and 
fled. Hippocrates was ■ slain and the army completely dis- 
persed. 

The battle of Delium confirmed the verdict of Coroiiea. 

, *The Boeotians were left masters of the field, but Delium 
itself was still held by the invader. This led to a curious 
negotiation. The Atlienians demanded tlieir dead, and the 
Boeotians refused per,m.ission to take them unless tliey evacu- 
ated the temple of ,A].:)ollo. . Kow if there 'was an international 
cusfcoiii wliieh was universally recognised ' among the Greelvs, 
even . among the barbarous Aetolians, it was the obligation of 
the victor to allow his defeated opponents, to re.niOY6 ,ai,id buiy 
their dead, iineonditionally. This custom laid the sanction of 
religious feeling and was - seldom violated. But in this case 
tlie Boeotians' had a pretext for departing from the usual 
practice. They alleged that the Athenians had on tlieir side 
violated the Ioats of . Hellenic w’arfare by seizing and fortifying 
the sanctuary of Delium and living in it, as if it were uncon- 
seerated, — using even the sacred , water. There seems little, 
doubt that the conduct of the Boeotians was a greater de- 
parture from recognised custom than the conduct of the 
Athenians." The herald of the Athenians .made wdiat seems a 
foolish reply, to the effect that Delium having been ' occupied 
by the Athenians was now part of Attic soil, and that they 
showed the customary respect for the temple, so far as was 
possible in the circumstances, ‘'You cannot tell us to cpiit 
Boeotia,'’ he said, '' for the garrison of Delium is not in BoeotiaA 
The Boeotians made an appropriate answer to the quibble : If 
you are in Boeotia, take wdiat is yours ; if you are in your own 
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laii4 do,,as j^oii like.” The dead were' not surrendered, and 
the Boeotians betook themselves to the ' blockade of Delium. ' 

They took the place by a curious device.. They sawed in two Ciqdurevf 
and hollowed out a great beam,, which they joined together 
again very , exactly, like a flute, and . suspended a vessel hjofierthe 
chains at the end of the beam ; the iron mouth of a bellows 
clirected downwards into the vessel was attached to the beam, 
of which a great part was itself overlaid with iron. This 
.macliiiie they bronglit ii|). .from a distance, on carts to various 
points of the rampart where vine- stems and wood had been 
most extensively used, and when the beam was quite near the 
wall they .applied a large, bellows to,, 'their .own end and blew 
through it. The blast, prevented from escaping, passed into 
the vessel, ' which contained burning- coals and sulphur and 
pitch : these made a huge flame and set fire to the rampart, 
so that no one could reiiiain upon it. The garrison took 
flight and the fort was taken.^ The Boeotians no longer 
refused to surrender the dead, who included rather less .than 
1000 ,lioplites. . ■ ■ . . 

Sect. 13. The War ix Thrace. -Athens loses AwpHiroLis 

The defeat of Deliiirn ecli]3sed the prestige of Athens, l3ut 
did not seriously impair her strength. Yet it was a fatal year : 
and a much greater blow, entailing a permanent loss, was dealt 
her in. , h.er Tliraeian dominion. 

The war in Thrace was ahvays complicated by the® neigh- 
boiirliood of the kingdoms of Thrace and Macedonia. Before 
the fall of Botidaea the Athenians had. formed an alliance with 
Sitalces, king of Thrace, and made Ms son Sadocas an Athenian 
citizen. The realm of Sitalces extended from the Strymon to The 
the Euxine, its coast-line began at Abdera and ended at the 
mouth of the Ister. His revenue of tribute both from Greek 
towns and barbarians amounted, in the reign of his successor, 
to more than 400 talents— counting only what was p)aid in £ios,ooo. 
the shape of coin. The alliance with Athens seems to have 
lasted till the king's death. An Athenian ambassador from 

^ The description of the engine is a literal version of that of Thucydides, 

Jo wetHs translation. 
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the Achcmiians of ■ Aristophanes, reports to the 
We passed our time 

In drinking with Sitalces. He’s your friend, 

Your friend and lover, if ever there was one, 

And writes the name of Athens on his walisd 


ihjubip Perdiccas, the shifty king of Macedonia, played a double 

game between Athens and Sparta. At one time lie helped. 
doiim. the Chalcidiazis against Athens, at another lie sided %vitli 
Athens against her revolted allies. Tliroiigiioiit all changes 
of foiiime, the city of Metlione, sitiiated to the ■south of the 
' . , , mouth of the lialiacmoii, held to Athens with imslialveii 

fidelity, though the vaiwing relations between ' Athens and 
-Perdiccas must have seriously affected the weliare of tlie 
3lctkone. Metlioiiaeaiis. Some decrees relating to . Slethone have been 
preserved on a marble, adorned with a relief of the Athenian 
Demos seated, stretching out his hand to the Demos cd‘ 
iletliono, who stands aecompanied by a dog. 

CiuffchL Perdiccas and tlie Clialeidiaiis ‘(of Olynthus) feared that 
the success of Pvlos iniLdit be ibllowed bv ij'iereased aeti^"ilv 
of the .Athenians in Thrace, and they sent an embassy to> 
^jmrUu sjparta, recpiestiiig help, and exp lessing a wish that Ihusidas 
might be the commander of whatever auxiliary force slioiild 
be. sent. It was wise policy for Sparta to threaten liei' rival 
in Thrace at tliis juncture, though the 'prospect of any abiding 
success was faint. Iso Spartans went, but ‘TOO Helots were 
armed pis lioplites; the government was' glad to take tlie 
opportunity of removing . another portion of this' dangerous 
element in ' the population. Having obtained some Pelo-’ 
pounesian recruits and having incidentally, as we have already 
seen, saved Megara, Brasidas marched northward to the new 
colony of Heraclea. 

Character Brfisidas was a Spartan by mistake. He had nothing in 
%radita-' his fellowvS, exccpt personal bravery, which was 

the least of liis virtues. He had a restless energy and spirit 
of enterprise, which received small encouragement from tlie 
slow and hesitating authorities of Ms country. He had an 
oratorical ability which distinguished him alxive tlie Lacedae- 
inonians, who were notoriously unready of speech. He was 

^ Fjwe. 
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free from- political prejudices, and always showed: liimself . . 
tolerant, Just, and moderate in dealing with political questions. 

Besides this, he was simple and straightforward; men knew 
that they could trust his word implicitly. But the quality ■ 
which most elfeetiially contributed to his brilliant career and 
perluips most strikingly .belied his S|)artan origin was his 
power of wiiiiiiiig popularity abroad and making himself 
}>ei*S(jnally .liked by strangers. In Greece, the Spartan abroad, 
was a proverb for insolence and misbehaviour. Brasidas 
shone out, on a dark background, by his frank and winning 
manners. 

His cuvn tact and raj>id movements, as well as the inflii- Brasidasat 
eiice of rerdiccas, enabled Brasidas to march through Thessaly, 
wliieli was by no means well disposed to the Lacedaemonians. 

Wlien he reached Macedonia, Perdiccas required his assistance 
against AiTliabaeus, the king of the Lyncestians, in Upper 
Macedonia. Brasidas was impatient to reach Clialcidice, and 
he contrived to make a separate arrangement with Arrhabaeus 
and abstained ironi invading Lyneestis, to the disappointment 
of l*erdiccas. He thei,! inarched against Acanthus, situated 
on the base of the peninsula of Acte. The mass of the 
Acanthians were perfectly content wdth the position of their 
city as a member of the Athenian Confederacy ; they had no 
grievance against Athens ; and they 'were unwilling to receive 
the overtures of Brasidas. They %vere, however, induced by a 
small party to admit Brasidas alone into the city, and give 
him a hearing in the Assembly. From his lips the Acan- 
thians learned the Lacedaemonian programme, and Thucydides 
has given the substance of what he said. ''We declared at 
the beginning of the war that we were taking up arms to 
protect the liberties of Hellas against Athens; and for this 
purpose we are here now. You have a high repute for power 
and wisdom, and therefore a refusal from yon will retard the 
good cause. Every city which joins me will retain her 
aiitoiiomy ; the Lacedaemonians have pledged themselves to 
me on this point by solemn oaths. And I have not come to 
be the tool of a to enslave the many to the few ; 

in that case vce should be committing an act worse than 
the oppression of the Athenians. If you refuse and say that 
I have no right to thrust an alliance on a people against its 
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will, I will ravage your land and- force you to consent. And 
for two reasons. I, am justified in doing" so. The tril3iite you, 
pay to .Athens is a direct and material injury to Sparta, for it 
contrilnites to strengthen her foe ; and seco,iidly, your example 
may prevent others from, embracing freedom.'"’ When Brasidas 
retired, there was a long debate ; much was said , on both 
sides. .The manner of Brasidas had produced a lavourable 
impressio,n ; and the fear of losing the. vintage was a powerful 
motive with many for acceding to his demand. The vote wars 
taken secretly and the majority determined to, detach them- 
selves from Athens, though they had no practical grieN'ance 
and w^ere not enthusiastic for the changed 

Acanthus was an Andrian colony, and, its action led to the 
adhesion of two other Andrian colonies, Stagira and Argiliis ; 
and the relations which Brasidas established with Argilus led 
to the capture of the most important of all Athenian, posts in 
Thrace, and among the most important in tlie whole Athenian 
empire, tlie city of Ainpliipolis. This place, of \vhit?h the 
foiiTidation has been already recorded, had diminislie«i the 
imprjrtauce of Argilus and roused the jealcaisy of the Argilians ; 
although some of the colonists were of Argilian origin. The 
couiiiig of 'Brasidas offered Arg.ilus an opportunity, for which 
she had been waiting, a.gaiiist the Athenians of ■ Amphipolis. 
After a cold wintry night march, Brasidas found the Bridge of 
the Strymon cleiencled only by a small guard.,' which he easily 
overpowered. Amphipolis was completely unprepared, but 
Brasidas did not venture . to attack the city at once; he 
expected the gates to be -opened by conspirators within, and 
mean while he made himself master of the territory. 

. That a place of such- first-rate importance as Amphipolis 
should be found unprepared at a time when an energetic 
enemy like Brasidas was -actively engaged against other 
Athenian cities in the neighbourhood seemed a criminal 

^ The seeue in the Acaiitliian assembly called forth the admiration of the 
historian Grote. ^‘Tliere are,” he saj’s, y few facts in history wherein Grecian 
political reason and morality appear to greater advantage than in this proceeding 
of the Acantlnans. The habit of fair, free, and pacitie discussion — the established 
respect to the vote of the majority— the care to protect individual indepeiidenee 
of judgment by secret sutfrage — the deliberate estimate of reasons on Imtli sides 
by eacli individual citizen — all these main laws and conditions of healthy political 
action appear as a part of the confirmed character of the Aeantliiaiis. 
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neo-licfence on the part of the t%\'o Strategoi to ^vhonl defence 
of "the Thracian interests of Athens was entrusted, these 
wei^ Thucydides, the son of Olorus. and Eucles. It was 
iiiexcusithle in Eucles, who was in Amphipolis, to lea\e tlie 
.l.!riiiu-e without an adequate garrison; and it was considerec hsh.nun; 
eidpalde of Thucvdides to have removed the Athenian squadron 
to the island of Thasos, where (it was insinuated) he posse.ssed 
mines of his own. A message was sent at once to ihucydides , 
that orticer hastened back with seven triremes and reached the 
month of the Stryrnon in the evening of the same 
in the meantime Brasidas had offered the inhabitants ot 
Imphipolis such easy terms that they were accepted. _±le 
promised every citizen who chose to remain equal po itiea 
ri-dits, without any loss of property ; while all who piefen 
to^-.'owere allowed five days to remove their possessions. Had 
the" AmpHpolitans known how near Thucydides was, they 
would probably have declined to surrender. Thucydides 
arrived just too late. But he preserved Eion, at the mouth u 

the riveiv and repelled an attack of Brasidas. 

The true blame for the loss of Amphipolis probably rests 
not on the General, who was in a very difficult position, but 
on tl.e Athenians, who, instead of making adequate provision 
for the defence of Thrace, were misled by the new strategj o 
Demosthenes into the unsuccessful expedition to Boeotia. 

must be remembered that Thucydides was responsible toi t 

safety of the whole coast of Chalcidice and Thrace ; t.iat at 
any moment he might be summoned to defend any pmt o ^ 
from Potidaea to the Chersonese ; that therefore either Lion 
Thasos was a suitable centre for his headquarters ; anc ■ i 

Eion had the disadvantage of having no harbour. . . 

It may be that we are indebted to the fall of Amp iipo is 
for the great history of the war. The Athenians accused ^ 
neffiect of their generals, as having cost them one of the 
xnost valuable possessions. Thucydides was sentenced toj..,....- 
banishment, and it is probable that Cleon, to whom le c 
no good-will, was instrumental in drawing down upon him 
a pmiishment which possibly was not deserved. But in lus 
exile the discredited general became the greatest of 
historians. If he had remained at Athens and completed _ . 
official career he might never have discovered where his genius 
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really lay, . By trarelling in foreign lands, among the, enemies 
of Athens and in neutral states, Tluicydides gained a large 
knowledge of the Aiellenic world and wrote from a wdder 
point of riew than he could have done if he had only had an 
Athenian experience. -''Associating/’ he sa 3 'S himself, “ with 
'both sides, with the Peloponnesians quite a.s much as with the 
.Athenians, because of nij"' exile, I w'as thus enabled to watch 
cpiietly the course of events.” Judged in tlii-s way, the fall of 
.Ampliipolis, a great loss to Athens, was a great gain to the 

.W'Oiid. 

Having secured the Stiynion, Brasidas retraced his steps 
a.iid subdued the small towuis on the high eastern tongue of 
dial ci dice. The Andrian Sane and another place held out, 
and their ■ obscurity saved them. Brasidas liastened on to 
gain possession of Torone, the strongest city of Sitlio,iiia. A 
small party of the citizens invited and expected him ; but the 
rest of the inlialiitaiits and the Athenian ga,rrisc)ii knew nothing 
of his coming until tlie place ■was in his hands. Torone was 
a hill city I'ly the sea. Besides its ■walls, it had the protec- 
tion <jr a fort built cm a height wiiich rose out of tlui writer 
and was eoiiiieeted w*ith the city by a narrow iiecdc of land. 
Tl'iis fortress, known as Lecy tliiis, was occupied by a,ii Atl'ieiiiaii 
garrison. Biusidas lialtecl within about half a mile from the 
city before daybreak. Seven bold soldiers, light-a.rmed and 
carrying daggers, were secretly introduced hy the conspirators. 
They killed the sentinels on the top of the hill, and then 
broke down a postern gate, and undid the bars of the great 
gate near the market-place, in order that the men without 
.migiit rush in from two sides. A hundred targeteers who 
had drawn near to the walls clashed in first, and when a signal 
was given Brasidas followed with the rest. The surprise cvas 
complete. Fifty Atlieiiian hcqdites cvere sleeping in the agora : 
a few w’ore cut dowm ; most escaped fo the fort of Lecy thus, 
wiiich was licld for some clays and then captured, 

Brasidas called an assembly of the Toronaeans, and sj)oke 
to them in words which, sounded strange indeed falling from 
the moutli of an Hellenic victor. He told them that he had 
nor come to injure the city or the citizens ; that those who 
had not aided in the conspiracy to admit him would be treated 
on a perfect ecpiality with the others ; that the Lacedaemonians 
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had never siiitoecl any w from Torone.; . and that lie did/ 
not think the worse of those wdio- opposed him. 

Sect. 14. ISTegotutions foe Peace 

In the ineantime the Athenians had taken no measures a 
to cheek the victorious winter-campaign of Brasidas. Their 
inactivity was due to two causes. The disaster of Deliiiiii 
iuid disheartened them, and rendered the citizens unwilling to 
undertake fresh toil in ITirace. In' Grecian history we must 
steadfastly keep in view that we are reading about citizen 
soldiers, not about professional soldiers ; and that the temper 
of the time, whether of confidence or dismay, modifies all the 
calculations of military and political prudence. Secondly, the 
peace party, especially represented by the generals Nicias and 
Laches, took advantage of this depression to work in the 
direction of peace. Tlie possession of the Spartan captives 
gave the means of coining to terms with Sparta at any 
moment, hut it was clear that they could not now conclude a 
|)eace on such fevoiirable terms as would have been possible a 
year before. If an able statesman, like Pericles, had at this 
time possessed the confidence and guided the counsels of the 
Atheiiiaiis, he would have persuaded them to postpone all 
thoughts of peace until the success of Brasidas had been 
decisively checked and the prestige of Athens in some degree 
retrieved. This was obviously the true policy, which would 
have enabled Athens to wun the full advantage of the captives 
of Sphacteria. It was a policy which Cleon, a far abler poli- 
tician than any of his opponents, must have preached loudly in 
the Assembly. But the Athenians were not in a mood to 
weigh considerations of jpelicy; they were swayed by the 
feelings of the hour, which were flattered by the arguments of 
the military experts ; and they decisively inclined to peace. 

The Lacedaeinoniaiis were more deliberately set on peace 
than the Atlieiiians. Their anxiety to recover the Sxfiiacterian 
captives increased, and on the other hand they desired to set 
a term to tlie career of Brasidas in Clialcidice. They wished 
to take advantage of the considerable successes he had already 
won, to extort favourable conditions from Athens before any 
defeat should undo or reverse his triumphs. Nor was the 
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news of his exploits received at Sparta with iiixmixed feelings 
of pleasure. They., were rather regarded with jealousy and 
distrust. The victories had not been w^ui by an army of 
Sriartaii citizens, but by the brilliant mi-Spartan qualities of 
Erasidas and a force of which, the effectiveness entirely de- 
pended on its leader. Erasidas had broken through the fetters 
of Lacedaemonian method, and his . fellow-citizens felt that .lie 
was a mail of different .fibre from the.mselves, and suspected 
and disliked him accordingly. Moreover the personal influence 
of king Pleistoanax was thrown weightily into the scale of 
peace. This king had been banished just before the Thirty 
Years' Peace, on the ground that he had taken bribes to spare 
Attica when he invaded it after the deliverance of Megara., 
He had lived for nearly twenty years in western Arcadia on 
the iiioiiritain of Lyeaeon, beside the dread saiictury of Zeus,, 
of whicli it was told that whosoever' entered it lost his shadow 
and died before tlie year was out. Even here Pleistoanax wias 
afraid tor his life. .His house was half within the precincts, 
so tliat in case of danger he could retire into t,he sacred place 
^vi^i■lout passing his door, -But he had iniiuence at Delphi, 
ami whenever the Spartans consulted that oracle they were 
always Ijidden to take liaek into their own land the seed of 
the demi-god, the sou of Zeus, or else they would have to 
plough with a silver share. The Lacedaemonians at length 
recalled him, and re-enthroned him as king with ancient and 
most solemn ceremonies. But his enemies now vexed him 
with the charge of having bribed the Pythian priestess to 
procure his recall. Pleistoanax conceived that such charges 
would fall to the ground if he satisfied the people by nego- 
tiating a permanent peace and restoring as speedily as possible 
the prisoners from their captivity in Atliens to their impatient 
friends at home, .-iiid us a matter of fact, Sparta had every- 
thing to gain from making peace at once, unless she was pre- 
pared to adopt the Imperial policy of Athens, against which 
it had been hitherto her role to protest. Such a policy might 
for a time hat'e met with some success if she had put her 
whole confidence in Erasidas, but must soon have been checked 
by the naval superiority of her rival. 

Pleistoanax and Hicias understood each other ; and Hieias, 
a man of commonplace ability and possessed by one idea, 
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played into the hands of Sparta. It was. not, however, an easy : ■ 
matter to aiTange the , exact terms of a durable pacification,. ■ 
while it was important .for Athens that the negotiation should 
be made Ijefore she experienced any further losses in Thrace. 
Accordingly tlie two states agreed on a truce for a year, which 
would give them time to arrange quietly and at leisure the 
conditions of a permanent peace. The truce and some of its 
conditions were suggested by 'Athens; the terms were drawn 
up at Sparta and accepted by the Spartan Assembly ; and 
were then conveyed to Athens, where they were proposed for 
the acceptance of the Athenian Assembly by Laches. The 
clauses were the following : (1) Free access to the Delphic 
oracle was ensured to all. For Athens had been debarred 
from coimilting it duririg the war. (2) Both parties guar- 
anteed the protection of the treasures of Delphi. (3) During 
the truce both parties should keep what they had; the 
Athenians retaining Pylos, Cythera, Argolic Methone, Msaea, 
and Minoa. (4) The Lacedaemonians were not to sail, even 
along their own coasts, in warships or in merchant vessels 
exceeding a certain size (twelve tons). (5) The free passage 
of envoys, for the purpose of arranging a peace, was provided 
for. (6) Neither party was to receive deserters; and (7) 
disputes, in case they arose, were to be decided by arbitration. 

The truce was sworn to. But in the meantime an event of 
happened in Chalcidiee which was to disappoint the pacific 
calculations of the statesmen at Athens and Sparta. The city 
of Scione on the western prong of the Chalcidian fork revolted 
from Athens and invited Brasidas, much to that general’s sur- 
prise. For it was far more hazardous for the towns on the 
peninsula of Pailene to defy the authority of Athens than for 
any others ; since by the strong city of Potidaea, which 
stretched entirely across the narrow isthmus, they were isolated 
and as much exposed to the full force of Athenian power as if 
they had been islanders. The arrival of Brasidas and the 
words he spoke to them wound up the men of Scione to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm; they set a golden crown on his 
head, as the liberator of Hellas, and their admiration for him 
personally was shown by casting garlands on him, as if he 
were a victorious athlete, — so great was his popularity. 

At this point an Athenian and a Lacedaemonian commis- 
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sioner arriTed ; to . announce the truce, which had in fact been 
conciuded two days before Scione .revolted. The . Athenians 
refused t(.) admit Scione to the' beiie.fit of .the armistice iii.it.il 
the authorities at home- had been consulted. There was. 
deep indio’nation at Athens when the news of the defection of 
Scione arrived ; it was practically the rebellion of i>slanders 
relying on the land-power of Sparta. Cleon was able to take 
.advantage of this exasperation and cany a decree, that . Scione 
'should be destroyed and all the . male iiiliabitants slain. . This, 
incident brings out in an interesting way the geographical 
difference between the three sea-girt promontories of Clialci- 
.dice as to their, degrees of participation in the insular character. 
Acte, with its steep inhospitable shores, is lar more continental 
than insular : Sitbo.Hia partakes of both natures more ecpially; 
is more strictly a half-island ; Pallene is more an island than 
part of tlic mainland. And we see the political importance of 
such geograpliical differences. The loss of Scione produces an 
irri tilt ion at Atlieiis winch the loss of Torone could not inspire. 

Tiie revolt of Scione was followed by that of the neighlMUir- 
iiig town of Zirende, and altlioiigh tliis liappeiied distinctly after 
tlie truce liad been made, Brasidas did not hesitate to, accept 
the alliance of blende, his plea being that in certain points the 
Athe.i:iiaii3 themselves . had broken the truce. The , case -'.of 
.Aleiide differed from that of Scione; for the revolt wrns the 
doing not of the people but of an oligarchical faction. Brasidas 
was then obliged to join Perdiccas in another expedition 
against Arrhabaeiis, king of the Lyncestians. ' . The fact that 
the Macedonian inon.arch was contributing to the piay of the 
Peloponnesian army rendered it necessary for Brasidas to co- 
operate ill an enterprise which was of no interest to the Greeks. 
Arrliabaeus was defeated in a battle, but a reinforcement of 
Illyrians came to his help, and the warlike reputation of 
Illyria was so great that their approach produced a panic 
among the Macedonians and .the whole army, of Perdiccas tied, 
leaving the small force of -Brasidas to retreat as best it could. . 
He was in great jeopardy, but effected his retreat successfully. 
The incident led to a breach between -Brasidas and the Mace- 
donians ; Perdiccas changed sides once more, and proved his 
new friendsliip to Athens by preventing Lacedaemonian troops, 
which had been sent to join Brasidas, from crossing Thessaly. 
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Brasidas returnee! to Torone and found that an Athenian ^rwc« 
armament of fifty ships, under Mcias and Niceratus, had 
recovered Mende, and was besieging Scione. Everywhere else Thmce. 
the truce was observed, and by tacit consent the hostilities in 
Thrace were not allowed to affect the rest of Greece. But it 
was inevitable that they should frustrate the purpose for which 
the truce had been concluded. It was impossible that negotia- 
tions with a view to the definitive peace should proceed in 
exactly the same way as had been originally contemplated; by 
the end of the year there was a marked change in public feel- 
ing at Athens and the influence of Cleon was again in the 
ascendant. If Mcias had played into the hands of Sparta, 
Brasidas had played into the hands of Cleon and effectually 
embarrassed the home government. His conduct first in 
regard to Scione and then in regard to Mende was indefensible 
and entirely governed by personal considerations. The gold 
crown of Scione seems to have acted like a potent spell in 
arousing his ambition, and he began to play a war-game of his 
own. His policy was the more unhappy, as he was perfectly 
aware that it ivas impossible to protect the cities of Pallene 
against the fleets of their indignant mistress. He effectually 
hindered the conclusion of peace, which his city sincerely 
desired. Brasidas and Cleon, Thucydides says, were the chief 
opponents of the peace ; but while the motives of Brasidas 
were purely personal, the policy of Cleon, w^hatever his motives 
may have been, wm statesmanlike. He adopted the principle 
of Pericles that Athens must maintain her empire unimpaired, 
and he saw that this could not be done without energetic 
opposition to the progress of Brasidas in Thrace. The charge 
of Thucydides that Cleon desired war because he could not so 
easily conceal his own dishonesty in peace, does not carry the 
least conviction. When the truce expired, Cleon was able to 
carry a resolution that an expedition should be made to re- 
conquer Amphipolis. It does not appear whether he was 
himself anxious for the command,- in consequence of his 
previous success at Pylos, or "whether the opposition and luke- 
warmness of the strategoi practically forced Mm into it. But 
it is eextain that all possible difficulties were thrown in his 
way by hlicias and the peace party, who in their hearts doubt- 
less hoped for the complete failure of Ms enterprise. 
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Sect. 15.' Battle of- Amphipolis and .Peace of, Nicias '■ 

Cleon . set sail ^with thirty ships, bearing 1200 Athenian 
hoplites, 300 .Athenian- cavalry, as well as 'allies. Taldiig, 
some troops from the force which was 'still blockading Scione, 
he gained, a ' considerable success .at the outset by taking 
Torone and capturing the -Lacedaemonian governor; 'Brasidas 
-arrived too late to relieve it. . Cleon went on to the mouth of 
the Stryiiioii and made Eion his headquarters, intending to 
wait there until he had augmented his army by reinforcements 
fi‘om Thrace and Macedonia. 

hTot far from its mouth the stream of the Strynioii expands 
into the lake Kerkinitis; on .narrowing' again into its proper 
channel it is forced to bend to the westward in order to skirt a 
hill, and forms a great loop, before it disgoi'ges its waters into 
tlie sea close to the walls of Eion. • In this loop the high city 
of Ainphipolis stood, water-girt as it-s name implies— the river 
serving ns its natural defence, so that it required artificial 
bulwarks , only on the eastern side. On tlie right . hank , of 
the river, to the west of the town, rose the hill of Cerdylion; 
on the east were the heights of Pangaeus. A ridge joined 
Pangaeiis with the hill of Amphipolis, and tlie wall of the city 
crossed the' ridge. The .Strymon Bridge was outside the south- 
western extremity of the wall; but, since the place had passed 
into the hands of Brasidas, a palisade had been built connect- 
ing the w^all with the bridge. Brasidas with some of his 
forces took up a commanding position on the hill of Cerdylion, 
from %vhieh he had a wide view of the surrounding country ; 
while other troops remained in Amphipolis under the comniancl 
of Clearidas, whom he had appointed governor. Their hoplites 
iiiimhered about 2000, 

The discontent and murmurs of his troops forced Cleon 
to move prematurely. The soldiers had grumbled at leaving 
Athens under an utterly inexperienced commander to face a 
general like Brasidas, and they were now displeased at his 
inaction. In order to do something, Cleon led his army to 
the top of the ridge, near the city wall, where he could obtain 
a view of the country beyond, and, as he saw Brasidas on 
Cerdylion, he had no fear of being attacked. But Brasidas 

1 
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was resolved to attack, before reinforcements should arrive : 
and seeing the Athenians move, he descended from Cerdylion 
and entered Ampliipolis. The Athenians, who had reached 
the ridge, could observe the whole army gathered within the 
city, and Brasidas himself offering sacrifice at the temple of 
Athena ; and Cleon was presently informed that the feet of 
men and horses, ready to sally forth, could be seen under one 
of the gates. Having verified this fact for himself, Cleon gave 
the signal to wheel to the left and retreat to Eion ; it was the 
only possible line of retreat, and necessarily exposed the 
unshielded side to an enemy issuing from the city. But he 
made the fatal mistake of not preparing his men for action, in 
case they should be forced to fight ; he rashly calculated that 
he would have time to get away. Hence when Brasidas, 

150 hoplites, came forth from one of the gates, ran up the 
road, and charged the Athenian centre, the left wing, which 
was in advance, was struck with terror and took to flight. At 
the same time the rest of the garrison of Arnphipolis, led by 
Clearidas, had issued from a more northerly gate and attacked 
the Athenian right. Here a stand was made, though Cleon, 
unused to the dangers of warfare, proved himself no better 
than many of his hoplites, who were said to be the flower of 
the army. He fled, and was shot down by a targeteer. But Death of 
the bravery of Brasidas was doomed as well as the cowardice 
of Cleon by the equal decree of Death. As he was turning to 
assist Clearidas, he received a mortal wound and was carried 
into the city. He lived long enough to be assured of the utter Death of 
rout of the foe; but his death had practically converted the 
victory into a defeat. The people of Arnphipolis gave him the 
honours of a hero ; they made him their founder, and removed 
all the memorials of the true founder of their colony, the 
Athenian Hagnoii. Sacrifices were offered to Brasidas, and 
yearly games celebrated in Ms honour. 

The death of Brasidas removed the chief obstacle to peace ; Iies^dt of 
for no nian was competent or disposed to resume Ms large 
designs in Tlirace. The defeat and death of Cleon gave a free 
hand to Nicias and the peace party. The peace party were in 
truth fer more responsible for the disaster than Cleon, whom 
they had placed in a false position. Thus the battle of 
Arnphipolis led immediately to the conclusion of peace ; and 



(Ansto- 

ijkanes,} 


4224 J&'.c. 


Peace of 
Micias^ 
421 B.C. 
{March). 


500 mSTORY OF GREECE ghap, 

tlie, comic poet could rejoice in the destruction of the' pestle 
and mortar— Cleon and Brasidas— with which the: spirits.. of. 
War, and Tumult had pounded the cities of Greece. But' the, 
desire of peace seems to have been even stronger at Sparta 
than at.' Athens, where there was a certain feeling,, in . spite of 
the longing for a rest from w^arfare, that the lustre of the 
city was tarnished and something strenuous should be done. 
Menaces of invading Attica wmre recjiuired to apply the neces- 
sary pressure; though they could hardly have been seriously 
contemplated, as long as the captives were in an Athenian 
prison. JTegotiations were protracted during autumn and 
winter, and the peace w^as definitely concluded about the end 
of March. 

The Peace, of which hTicias and Pleistoaiiax were the chief 
authors, was fixed for a term of fifty years. Athens undertook 
to restore all the posts which she had occupied during the war 
against the Peloponnesians : Pylos, 'Cythera, Methone, Atalanta, 
and Pteleon in Thessaly. But she insisted upon retaining 
Sollion and xinactorion, and the port of Kisaea. The Lacedae- 
monians engaged to restore Ampliipolis, and to relinqiiisli 
Argiliis, Stagira, Acanthus, Scolus, Olynthus, Spartolus, 
which cities, remaining independent, were to pay a tribute to 
Athens according to the assessment of Aristides. Moreover, 
the fortress of Panacton, in Mount Cithaeron, which the 
Boeotians had recently occupied, was to be restored to Athens. 
Certain towns in the possession of Athens, such as Torone, 
were to be dealt with at the discretion of Athens, All captives 
on both sides were to be liberated.^ 

It appeared immediately that the situation was not favour- 

^ Tlie details of tiiis Treaty and of the Truce of 423 B.e. have been given fully 
by Tbiicydides, and are of great importance for the study of the diplomatic 
methods of the Greek states. Other clauses of the Peace of Kicias are as follows : 
The common temples of Greece are to be free to all. The autonomy of the 
Delpliians and their temple is ensured. Controversies between the contracting 
parties are to he settled by legal means. The iDhaMtaiits of any city handed 
oyer to the Athenians are allowed to leave it and take their property with them. 
Argilus, Olynthus, etc., may become allies of Athens, if they voluntarily consent ; 
and Mecyberna, Sane, and Singe are to be independent If any matter is for- 
gotten in this contract, the Athenians and Lacedaemonians may make alterations 
by mutual agreement. The oaths to the Peace are to be renevred every year, and 
the terms are to be inscribed on pillars at Olympia, Delphi, Isthmus, and on the 
Acropolis of Athens, and in the Temple of Apollo at Amyclae. 
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aMe to a durable peace • for, when the terms were considered CfenWi, 
at Sparta by a meeting of deputies of the Peloponnesian allies, 
they were emphatically denounced as unjust by three important rf/Mse 
states, Corinth, Boeotia, and Megara. Corinth was indignant 
at the surrender of Sollion and Anactorion ; Megara was 
furious that Msaea should be abandoned to the enemy ; and 
Boeotia was unwilling to hand over Panacton. Yet Athens 
could hardly have demanded less. The consequence was that 
the Peace was only partial ; those allies which were politically 
of most consequence refused to accept it, and they were joined 
by Elis ; the diplomacy of Nioias was a complete failure, so 
far as it aimed at compassing an abiding peace. But since 
the deepest cause of the war lay in the commercial competition 
between Athens and Corinth, and since the interests of Sparta 
were not at stake, the treaty might seem at least to have the 
merit of simplifying the situation. 

But, if w’-e admit the justification of the imperial policy of Qleon^s 
Pericles, then the policy of vigorous action advocated by Cleon 
was abundantly justified. It may safely be said that if the 
conduct of the state had rested entirely with Cleon, and if the 
military talents of the city had been loyally placed at 
disposal, the interests of Athens (as Pericles understood them) 
would have been far better served than if Nicias and his party 
had been allowed to manage all things as they willed without 
the restraint of Cleon’s opposition. Few statesmen of the 
merit of Cleon have come before posterity for judgment at 
such a great disadvantage, condemned by Thucydides, held up 
to eternal ridicule by Aristophanes. But when we allow for 
the personal grudge of Thucydides, these testimonies only show 
that Cleon was a coarse, noisy, ill-bred, audacious man, offensive 
to noblemen and formidable to officials— the watchful dog of 
the people. Nothing is proved against his political insight or 
his political honesty. The portrait of Aristophanes in the 
Knights carries no more historical value than nowadays a 
caricature in a comic paper. He too had suffered from the 
assaults of Cleon, who, 

liad chagged Mm to the Senate House, 

And trodden him down, and bellowed over Mm, 

And mauled Mm till he scarce escaped alive. ^ 



^ Frere. 
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. .The. Peace ■ of Mcias was celebrated by. a play of „ Aristo- 
■ p]ia.Ees which admirably expresses the exuberant' joy then felt 
at Athens, but carefully avoids the. -suggestion of any -noble 
■sentiment that may have quickened ■ the poet’s delight in the 
aGco,iiiplishment of, the policy he had advocated. So Cleo.]i’s 
friends might liave said ; hut we judge , Aristophanes , un- 
fairly if we misapprehend the comic poet’s function. Comedy 
did not guide public opinion, but rather echoed it; comedy 
set up no exalted ideal or high standard of action. The best 
hits were those which tickled the man in the market-place 
and more or less responded to his thoughts. Aristophanes 
had his own political prejudices and predilections; but as a 
son of Athens he was assuredly proud of the great place which 
her democracy had won for her in the world. It was the 
nature and the business of his muse to distort in the mirror of 
comedy the form and feature of the age ; but the poet who 
was i.nspired to write the verse 

0 and renowned, and violets crowned, 0 Athens, the envied of 
nations ! , 

cannot have been altogether out of sympatliy with those who 
strove to maintain the imperial position of his country. 
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